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'*  Without  a  parliamentary  r^orm,  the  nation  will  be  plunged  into  new  van: 
viihoot  a  parliamentary  reforp,  you  cannot  be  safe  agaiTUt  bad  ministers  ;  nor  caa 
good  ministers  be  ot  use  to  yoo.  Tio  honest  man  can,  according  to  the  present  sjitem, 
continue  minister.'* — Pitt*s  Spuch,  1782. 

**If  an  Englishman,^*  said  the  great  Frederick  of  Prussia,  **  has  no  knowledge  of 
tiiose  kings  that  filled  the  throne  of  Persia,  if  his  memory  is  not  embarrassed  with  that 
infinite  number  of  popes  that  ruled  the  ciiurch,  Wf.  are  ready  to  excuse  him :  but  we  shall 
hardly  get  the  same  indulgence  for  him,  if  he  is  a  stranger  to  the  origin  of  paiiiameatSa 
t*  the  customs  of  his  country,  and  to  the  different  Unes  of  kings  who  have  reign«d  ia 
Eagland.**— JCeCfs  dement*  qf  General  Knowledge^  Vol.  IL,  Page  3. 
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COUNTIES,  CITIES,  AND  BOROUGHS. 

Herefordshire  and  Monmouthshire,  and  folU  into 
the  Wye  at  Monmouth.  The  Arrow  bai  its 
source  in  Radnorshire,  and,  as  just  mentioned, 
falls  into  the  Lug  near  Leominster.  The  Frome 
rises  in  the  north'  part  of  the  county,  and  falls 
into  the  Lug  near  its  junction  with  the  Wye. 
The  Teme  passes  alternately  through  parts  of  this 
county  and  Shropshire,  and  falls  into  the  Severn. 
Pearls  have  occasionally  been  found  in  the  muscle 
shells  of  the  Teme.  The  Leddon  rises  above  Bos- 
bury,  and  passing  Ledbury,  to  which  it  gives 
Dame,  enters  Kington.  The  returns  made  under 
the  act  of  96  Greo.  III.  report  the  net  expenses  for 
maintaining  the  poor  throughout  the  county  of 
Hereford  in  the  year  1776  to  have  been  10,399/. 
7».  Si/.,  and  the  average  of  the  years  1783,  4,  and 
5,  as  returned  tuider  similai  authority,  was  stated 
at  -16,797/.  IBs.  3</. :  at  present  they  nearly 
amount  to  90,000/.,  being  double  the  sum  rais^ 
thirty  years  ago.  The  s^icultural  produce  of 
this  county  consists  of  wheat,  oats,  barley,  and 
peas.  Hop  plantations  prevail  in  different  degrees, 
but  abound  most  towards  Worcestershire.    The 
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"^  doiti.    The  cattle  of  Herefordshire  have  long  beeii 
esteemed  superior  to  most,  if  not  to  all,  the  breeds 
in  the  island,  and  the  provincial  breed  of  sheep  is 
termed  the  Ryeland.     Previously  to  the  Romans 
landing  in  Britain,  Herefordshire  was  inhabited 
by  the  Silures,    and  when   the  heptarchy  was 
formed  by  the  Saxons,  it  constituted  part  of  the 
kingdom  of  Mercia.     Being  a  frontier  county,  it 
became  subject  to  the  incursions  of  the  Welsh, 
who.  frequently  committed   great    depredations. 
lAiiratnount  of  the  property  tax,  in  1806,  for  this 
c6xmty'^i^9  ^8}0)y&7*    The  average  number  of 
deaths,  taken  from  the  registered  burials  for  10 
years,  appear  to  have  been  as  1  to  64  of  the  exist- 
ing population. 

RKPaRSENTATIVE    HISTORY. 

This  county  has  been  represented  in  Parliament 
from  the  first  summons  of  Edward  the  First,  and 
the  earliest  contested  election  for  the  county  ap- 
pears to  be  as  follows. 

Petitions,  &c.  Nov.  95,  1708.  A  petition 
of  Henry  Gorge,  esq.,  against  the  undue  return  of 
John  Price,  esq.,  by  means  of  the  arbitrary  con- 
duct of  the  sheriff  in  denying  the  petitioner  a 
scrutiny  and  a  copy  of  the  poll,  at  which  time  he 
was  most  outrageously  insulted. 

Dec.  5,  1710.     Another  petition  of  the  same, 
complaining  of  the  same  return,  and  imputing  to 
Mr.  Price  bribery  and  the  issuing  of  scandalous 
libels,  reflecting  on  the  privileges  of  the  House  of 
Commons,  &c.,  &c. 

1803.     Petitions  from  several  freeholders,  and 
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one  from  Richard  MiddletQn  Biddulpb*  esq., 
against  the  returo  of  Sir  G«orge  Cornwall  and 
John  Geers  Cotterell,  esq.,  on  the  treating  act. 

The  committee  determined,  "  That  Sir  George 
Cornwall,  hart.,  was  duly  elected." 

"  That  John  Geers  Cotterell,  esq.,  was  not  duly 
elected." 

"  That  Richard  Middleton  Biddulph,  esq.,  was 
not  duly  elected." 

And  a  new  writ  was  ordered  :  wben.  John 
Mathews,  esq.,  was  chosen  for  the  remaiiider -of 
the  second  Imperial  Parliament. 

POLITICAL   CHARACTER. 

The  representation  of  this  county  is  compro- 
mised by  the  opposition  and  ministerial  parties. 
The  Duke  of  Norfolk  and  Lord  Foley  are  at  the 
bead  of  one  party ;  and  the  Bishop  of  Bei«f(»d 
and  his  clergy,  called  in  this  county  the  Black 
Tans,  influence  the  other.  Sir  George  Corowall, 
Mr.  Biddulpb,  Mr.  Scudamorr,  and  Mr.  Ark- 
wnght,  have  also  copsiderable  estates  in  Here* 
ford  shire. 


HEREFORD— CTTY. 

It  stands  on  the  banks  of  the  Wye,  near  the  centre 
of  the  county.  Herefordshire  lying  on  the  bor* 
ders  of  Wales,  this  town  became  a  strong  sta- 
tion for  the  Saxon  and  English  forces.;  and  its 
name  in  Saxon  signifies  the  ford  of  an  army.  By 
some  it  is  supposed  to  have  been  derived  from 
Srcinnaj  the  ancient  British  name  of  the  county ; 
ttod  by  others  to  have  been  built  on  the  site  of  Ari- 
coniumj  an  ancient  town  mentioned  by  Antonine, 
which  was  destroyed  by  an  earthquake.  This 
place  b^;an  to  flourish  about  895,  having  a  church 
built  here  by  King  Milfred,  the  Mercian,  in  me- 
mory of  Ethelbert,  Kii^  of  the  East  Angles,  who 
WM  murdered  by  King  Offa's  Queen,  whilst 
courting  her  daughter  at  Marden,  a  village  in  the 
neighbourhood,  and  buried  here.  Soon  after  it 
became  a  cathedral  and  a  bishop's  see,  and  the  ca- 
thedral was  rebuilt  by  Bishop  Athelstan,  between 
1013  and  1056.  The  city  in  general  is  well  built, 
the  streets  clean  and  spacious ;  but  there  is  no 
manufacture  of  consequence  at  present,  that  of 
gloves,  once  considerable,  having  now  much  de- 
clined. In  that  part  called  the  High  Town,  which 
is  a  kind  of  square,  stands  the  shire-hall,  where 
the  assizes  and  quarter-sessions  are  held.  There  is 
a  bridge  built  of  stone,  over  the  river  Wye,  of  six 
arches.  The  ramparts  and  site  of  the  ancient  castle, 
now  called  Castle  Green,  form  an  agreeable  pro- 
menade, having  been  converted  into  very  pleasant 
walks.  The  city,  standing  on  a  gravelly  soil,  is 
accounted  very  healthy,  and  the  inhabitants,  in 
general,  are  long-lived :  this  appears  evident  from 
the  average  number  of  burials  for  10  years,  from 
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1790  to  1800,  being  a  proportion  of  I  to  60i  of 
the  existing  population,  wbibt  that  of  themetro- 
polls  was  as  1  to  31. 


BEPBESBMTATIYB  BISTOBY. 

This  city  is  said  to  have  been  incorporated  by 
King  John,  but  the  present  charter  was  granted 
by  King  James  I.  in  the  17th  year  of  his  reign. 

May  16,  1661.  Mr.  SergeaDt  CharlctOD  re- 
ported from  the  committee,  touching  the  double 
return  for  this  borough  of  Sir  Henry  Lyngen  and 
Sir  Edward  Hopton,  knts.,  by  one  indenture,  and 
Herbert  Westfaling,  esq.  and  Sir  Henry  Lyngeo, 
Itnl.,  by  another. 

Resolved  :  "  That  the  election  is  void,"  and  a 
new  writ  was  ordered. 

A  motion  nas  made  to  send  for  the  mayor  in 
custody,  but  was  disagreed  to. 

PxTiTiONS,  &Ci  June  96,  1689-  A  petition  of 
Edward  Gwyn,  esq.,  against  the  return  of  Henry 
Cornwall,  esq.,  by  means  of  the  petitioner  being 

olentlyasHaulted  on  the 
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against  the  return  of  Lord  Scudamore  and  Tbomas  « 

Foley,  esq.,  by  means  of  various  illegal  practices. 

-  A  petition  of  several  freemen  of  the  said 

city  against  the  same  return. 

Feb.  18,  1716.     Both  petitions  withdrawn. 

April  8,  1717.  A  petition  of  Timothy  Geers, 
esq.,  against  the  return  of  Mr.  Westfeling. 

— —  9.  A  petition  of  several  freemen  against 
the  same  return. 

No  determination. 

April  10,  17S3.  A  petition  of  John  Prise,  esq.* 
against  the  return  of  James  Walwyn,  esq. 

Jata.  iOy  1734.  Another  petition  of  John  Prise, 
•adq.,  in  substance  the  same. 

Feb.  19.     Petitions  withdrawn. 

Pari.  7*  John  Kyrwood,  esq.,  petitioned,  but 
withdrew  his  petition. 

Pari.  8.  Herbert  Rudhale  Westfeling,  esq.,  pe- 
titioned. The  committee  dischai^ged  from  pro- 
ceeding thereon  in  sess.  1.     Renewed  sess.  9. 

Pari.  16.  Several  electors  petitioned  against  the 
Earl  of  Surrey's  election,  and  a  day  was  appointed 
for  hearing  the  same,  but  on  the  5th  of  July,  1784, 
the  petitioners  withdrew  their  petition. 

CORPORATION 

Consists  of  a  mayor,  high-steward,  recorder,  six 
aldermen,  and  twenty*four  common-councilmen, 
a  town-clerk,  and  other  officers,  by  charter  of  S 

17  James  I. 

RIGHT  OF  ELECTION 

In  the  Freemen. 


COUNTIES,  CITIES,  AND  BOROUUHS. 
NUUBBR  OF  TOTKSS — ISOO. 

Retdrking  officer — the  Mayor. 
Pateon— Duke  of  Norfolk. 

POLITICAL  CHARACISB. 

The  patronage  of  the  Duke  of  Norfolk  in  this 
city  is  not  absolute,  ac  it  is  in  his  Grace's  boroughs 
of  Arundel,  Horsham,  and  Steyning,  but  popular, 
as  it  may  be  said  to  be  in  Gloucester,  Carlisle, 
and  Sfaoreham,  arising  from  his  known  independ- 
ence of  character*  bis  political  consistency,  and 
pre-eminent  fortune.  Hereford,  Gloucester,  and 
Carlisle,  are  certainly  independent  cities,  but  they 
have  adopted  the  Duke  of  Norfolk  by  choice,  as 
being  best  qualified  to  defend  them  against  a  more 
unwelcome  influence,  that  of  the  treasury,  or 
some  opulent  neighbours,  who  might  expect  more 
submission,  with  less  popular  claims.  It  must  be 
admitted,  that  the  members  recommended  by  the 
Duke  always  rote  on  the  side  of  the  people. 


LEOitfiNSTElL  1 1 

on  Thursday,  has  been  changed  to  Friday,  on  the 
petition  of  the  inhabitants  of  the  cities  of  Hereford 
and  Worcester,  who  complained  of  the  decay  of 
their  trade.  Fairs*  13th  February,  Tuesday  after 
Mid-lent  Sunday,  9d  May,  Idth  July,  4th  Sep- 
tember,  and  8th  November.  The  bailiff  holds  a 
court  of  pie-powder  at  each  of  them. 

REPRESENTATIVE  HISTORY. 

This  borough  has  sent  members  to  Parliament 
since  the  9Srd  of  Edward  I. 

Petitions,  &c.  March  99,  l66h  Sergeant 
Charleton  reported  from  the  committee,  that  the 
poll  was  denied  Mr.  Conningsby ;  but  he  being 
a  prisoner  in  execution  for  debt,  and  not  eligible, 
the  denying  the  poll  to  him  could  not  avoid  th# 
election ;  and,  therefore,  they  considered  Mr.  Corn- 
wall and  Mr.  Graham  duly  elected ;  and  the 
House  resolved  to  that  effect. 

March  94,  1689-  A  petition  of  Ferdinand 
Gorges,  esq.,  against  the  return  of  John  Button 
Colt,  esq.,  by  means  of  the  bailiff  using  threats, 
and  other  illegal  practices,  to  several  persons  from 
voting  for  the  petitioner. 

No  report  appears. 

Feb.  13,  1700.  A  petition  of  Edward  Harley, 
esq.,  against  the  return  of  John  Dutton  Colt,  esq., 
by  means  of  the  bailiff,  justices  of  the  peace,  the 
town-clerk,  and  overseers  of  the  poor,  using  me- 
naces, bribery,  threats,  and  various  other  illegal 
practices. 

- — -  17.  A  petition  of  divers  inhabitants  against* 
the  said  return  to  the  same  effect. 
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A[vil  3,  1701.  "  That  the  right  of  election  was 
agreed  to  be  iu  the  Inhabitaott  paying  scot  and 
lot,  and  not  receiving  alms.'* 

The  poll  was,  for  Mr.  Cole 14^ 

for  petitioner 116 

MEgority  for  the  sitting  member,  Mr.  Cql<^  99 

Resolved  :  '*  That  John  Outton  Cole,  '^.,  is 
DOt  duly  elected." 

**  That  Edward  Harley,  esq.,  is  duly  elected  a 
burgess  to  serve  for  this  borough  ;**  which  reso-^- 
lutions  being  read  twice,  were  ^rcied  to  by  the 
House. 

Jan.  3,  1709.  A  petition  of  John  Dutton 
Colt,  esq.,  against  the  return  of  Edward  Harley, 
esq.,  by  means  of  menaces  and  other  unlawful 
practices. 

No  detenntnattoD. 

Nov.  95,  1708.  A  petition  of  Farley  Osborn, 
esq.,  against  the  return  of  Edward  Harley. 

March  5,  1709.     Petition  withdrawn. 
.  March  3,  1713.     A  petition  of  John  Dutton 
Colt,  esq.,  against  the  return  of  Edward    Harley 
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March  4>  1716.  A  petition  of  divers  inhabit- 
ants of  the  borough  of  Leominster,  in  the  county 
of  Hereford,  was  presented,  complaining  of  an 
undue  election :  and  a  motion  being  made,  and 
the  question  put,  that  it  be  referred  to  the  Com- 
mittee ..of  Privileges,  and  report  on  the  same,  it 
passed  in  the  negative ;  and 

Ordered  :  **  That  the  said  petition  be  rejected." 
April  6,  1717.     A  petition  of  the  inhabitants 
and  burgesses  of  this  borough,  complaining  of  an 
undue  election  for  the  said  borough. 

A  petition  of  Henry  Gorges,  esq.,  against  the 
return  of  Richard  Gorges  and  George  Caswell, 
esqrs. 

April  30.  Ordered :  **  That  the  committee  be 
discharged  from  proceeding  on  the  petition  of  the 
said  Henry  Gorges,  esq.,  he  having  neglected  to 
deliver  in  his  qualification  within  fifteen  days  after 
the  demand  was  made. 

Resolved :  **  That  George  Caswell,  esq.,  is  not 
duly  elected,  as  his  return  was  obtained  by  bri-* 
bery.'* 

Dec.  9.  A  petition  of  Henry  Gorges,  esq.,  against 
the  return  of  George  Caswell,  esq.,  he  not  having 
sufficient  estate,  nor  had,  at  the  time  of  his  elec- 
tion, 300/.  per  annum^  as  required  by  the  act  of 
the  9th  year  of  the  reign  of  her  late  Majesty 
Queen  Anne. 

14.     Petition  withdrawn. 

March  10,  1720.  They  proceeded  to  take  into 
further  consideration  the  reports  from  the  Com- 
mittee of  Secrecy. 
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Resolved :  "  That  it  appears  to  this  House, 
that  during  the  time  the  bill  for  enabling  ^e 
South  Sea  Company  to  enlaige  their  capital  stock 
and  fund  was  depending,  30,000l.  stock,  being  part 
of  the  ^74,000/.  fictiLious  stock  entered  to  the  cash- 
book  of  the  said  Company  as  sold  for  1,369,3751., 
was  taken  in,  or  held  by  Robert  Knight,  late 
cashier  of  the  said  Company,  for  Ellas  Turner, 
Jscob  Sawbridge,  and  Sir  George  Caswell,  {a 
member  of  this  HotueJ  without  any  valuable  con- 
sideration paid,  or  sufficient  security  given,  for 
the  acceptance  of,  or  paymeot  for,  such  stock. 

Resolved :  "  That  it  appears  by  the  books  of 
the  said  Turner  and  Company,  and  the  examioa- 
tions  before  the  Honse,  that  there  was  a  clear 
profit  of  S50,000/.  made  of  the  said  50,000/.  stock 
so  taken  in,  or  held  as  aforesaid. 

Resolved  :  "  That  the  said  Sir  Geoi^  Caswell, 
("a  member  of  this  House,)  by  coocurring  with  his 
partners,  in  having  the  50,000/.  stock  taken  in,  or 
held  as  aforesaid,  has  been  guilty  of  a  eorr^t, 
infamou*,  and  dangerous  practice,  highly  refiect- 
tlic  lioiioiir  jind  justice  of  Parliament. 
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George  Caswell,  he  being  unqualified  to  sit,  not 
having  sufficient  estate,  clear  of  incumbrances. 

Resolved :  **  That  Sir  George  Caswell  is  not 
duly  elected ;"  which  being  read  a  second  time, 
tc^ether  with  the  act  of  the  7th  William  IIL, 
cap.  4.,  for  preventing  charge  and  expense  in  elec- 
tions, was  disagreed  to. 

Pari.  7*  Sir  Archer  Croft,  bart.,  petitioner,  was 
elected  for  Bere,  Alston,  and  Winchelsea,  and 
withdrew  his  petition. 

Pari.  8.  Sir  Robert  Cornewall,  bart.,  petitioner 
— renewed  sess.  3  and  3. 

Pari.  18.  Robert  Biddulph,  esq.,  petitioned. 
The  chairman  reported,  ^'  That  the  sitting  mem- 
bers were  duly  elected,  and  that  the  petition  was 
not  frivolous  or  vexatious."  Dec.  1^,  1796. 

COBPORATION. 

By  a  charter  of  Queen  Mary,  consists  of  a  bai- 
liff, recorder,  and  24  capital  burgesses. 

RIGHT  OF  ELECTION. 

April  16,  172^.  In  the  Bailiff,  capital  Bur- 
gesses,  and  Inhabitants,  paying  scot  and  lot. 

Number  of  voters — 500. 

Returning  officer — the  Bailiff. 

Patron — Mr.  Coleman,  an  attorney  and  banker 
of  this  town. 

POLITICAL    CHARACTER. 

This  borough,  during  the  lile-time  of  Chase 
Price,  esq.,  of  convivial  memory,  was  entirely  un- 
der his  influence  and  management.     He  always 
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contrived  to  get  himself,  aod  a  colleague  id  the 
interest  of  gOTernmeat,  returned,  from  whom  he 
procured  not  only  a  lai^e  douceur  for  himself,  but 
also  a  few  trifling  gratuities  from  administration, 
for  those  who  were  the  most  zealous  in  his  cause. 
After  his  decease,  Lord  Bateman,  who  has  been 
the  adherent  of  every  administration,  became  the 
patron  and  manager  of  this  borough,  in  which  cha- 
racter he  continued  until  the  eve  of  the  general 
election  in  1790,  when  the  Duke  of  Norfolk,  first 
attempted  the  establishment  of  an  interest,  and 
under  his  auspices  Richard  Beckford,  esq.,  was 
introduced. 

The  corporation  magistrates,  having  the  ap< 
pointment  in  themselves  of  the  overseers,  took 
care  that  the  office  should  be  6iled  with  their 
own  creatures,  and  those  men  thus  appointed,  re- 
fused, as  in  the  borough  of  Seaford,  to  rate  any 
inhabitant  who  was  adverse  to  their  own  party. 
The  persons  who  had  been  thus  treated  appealed 
to  that  tribunal  which  had  been  the  primary  cause 
of  an  attempt  to  deprive  them  of  their  votes,  and 
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away,  aud  those  unfortunate  men,  whose  interests 
or  inclinations  may  induce  them  to.  clash  with 
those  of  the  magistrates,  will  still  be  left  without 
any  mode  of  redress,  except  that  of  petitioning 
the  House  of  Commons* 

The  Earl  of  Essex  afterwards  contested  this, bo- 
lOugh  with  the  Duke  of  Norfolk,  but  these  noble- 
men soon  became  disgusted  with  the  corruption  of 
the  place,  and  abandoned  it  altogether;  since 
which  time  it  has  fallen  under  the  control  of  Mn 
Coleman,  the  attorney. 


WEOBLEY.; 

Weoblk Y,  a  borough,  market-town,  and  pagsh 
in  the  hundred  of  Stretford,  Hereford,  Hi  miles 
from  Hereford,  and  146  from  London ;,  containing 
.139  houses  and  608  inba)>ita9ts ;  many  of  jhe 
houses  are  well  built  modern  structures,  as  the 
town  su£Fered  greatly  by  fire  some  years  back. 
Here  is  no  trade  or  manufacture,  and  it^is  chiefly 
noted  for  the  excellence  of  its  ale.  The  site  of  its 
ancient  castle  is  now  converted  into  a  bowling- 
green. 

REPRBSENTATIYE  HISTORY. 

This  borough  returned  members  to  Parliament 
to  all  Edward  the  First's  seven  Parliaments,  and 
then  discontinued  till  it  wasMStored  in  the  15.th 
of  Charles  I.,  anno  1640. 

Feb.  16,^  1660.  Sir  Edward  Turner;  reported 
from  the  committee,  ^*  That  the  li^te  election  is  a 
void  election,  as  it  appeared  that  the  sheriff  did  ijiot 
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send  any  precept  for  tfae  nme ;"  to  which  the 
Houie  agreed. 

Feb.  93,  1077*  Mr.  Williams  reported  from 
the  committee,  toucbii^  the  election  for  this  bo- 
rough ;  but  a  debate  arising  whether  the  sherifT 
had  duly  issued  hia  precept, 

Resolved:  *'  That  the  said  election  is  a  TOfd 
election ;"  and  ordered  a  new  writ  to  be  issued. 

Pbtitioks,  &c.  Oct.  39,  1691.  A  petition 
of  Thomas  Foley,  esq.,  against  tfae  return  of  Johti 
Birch,  esq. 

No  determination. 

A  petition  of  John  Birch,  esq.,  against  the 
return  of  Thomas  Foley,  esq. 

Nov.  19.  Mr.  Sergeant  Trenchard  reported 
from  the  committee,  touching  the  said  double  re- 
turn. 

Resolved:  "  That  Thomas  Foley,  tisq.,  is  duly 
returned  and  elected  a  burgess  to' serve  fbr  this  bo- 
rough •"  which  was  agreed  to  by  the  House. 

Dec.  19.  1698.  A  petition  iif  Thottaat  Foley, 
esq.,  against  the  return  of  JohhBirch,  esq. 

Resolved:  "  That  Thomas  Foley,  esq.,  is  duly 
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Feb.  97«  A  petition  of  several  burgesses  of  tliis 
borough  agariDst  John  Bircb^  esq.,  for  bribery  and 
oCher  indirect  practices. 

No  determination. 
.    Jan.  IS^  1701.     A  petition  of  Henry  Cornwailli 
esq.,  against  the  return  of  John  Birch,  esq.,  by 
inean  of  bribery,  &c« 

No  determinatioii. 

Nov.  4,  170S«  A  petition  of  John  Birch,  esq.^ 
against  the  return  of  Henry  Cornwall  and  Thomaa 
Frice^  esqm.,  by  means  of  bribery  and  treats. 

No  determination. 

Jan.  10,  1708.  A  petition  of  several  burgesses 
iud  voters  of  this  ancient  bwougk  against  tbe  un- 
due return  of  Henry  Geofge,  esq^,  by  means  of 
bribery  and  large  promises  held  out  to  Mr.  William 
Badbam,  under-shetiff  of  this  county. 

Ordered :  **  To  be  heard  on  the  ^th.  of  May 
next  /' — but  no  report  appears. 

March  29,  1715.  A  petition  of  John  Birch, 
sergeant  at  few,  against  the  return  of  Paul  Foley, 
esq.,  by  means  of  bribery ;  abo^ 

A  petition  of  Simon  Gough  and  John  Moore 
i^inst  the  return  of  Charles  Cornwall,  esq.,  a 
burgess  for  this  borough ;  and  the  question  being 
put,  that 'the  House  will  proceed  in  this  petition. 

It  passed  in  the  negative. 

Roolved :  ^^  That  Paul  Foley,  esq.  is  not  duly 
elected.^' 

Resolved :  •*  That  John  Birch,  esq.,  sergeant 
at  law,  is  duly  elected  a  burgess  for  this  borough ," 
and  the  return  was  amended  accordingly. 

c  2 
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Retolred :  *'  That  it  appears  to  this  House, 
that  SimoD  Gough  is  guilty  of  distributing  mo- 
ney, in  order  to  procure  Paul  Foley,  esq.,  to  be 
elected  a  burgess  for  this  borough,  and  that  he  be 
taken  into  custody  of  the  sergeant  at  arms  for  his 
said  offence. 

Oct.  95,  179S.  A  petition  of  Edward  Hughes 
and  John  Carpenter,  esqrs.,  against  the  return  of 
Nicholas  Philpot  and  John  Birch,  eaqrs. 

Jan  91,  1793.  Another  petition  of  Edward 
Hughes  and  John  Carpenter,  esq.,  the  same  in 
substance  as  the  former. 

No  determination. 

Pari.  7.  James  Cornwall,  esq.  petitioned  i^inst 
Mr.  Birch  on  his  being  re-elected. 

COBPOSATIOM. 

None. 

BIGHT  OF  ELECTION. 

.    Marcb  3,1736.    Resolvedi  "  That  the  right  of 
election  of  burgesses  for  the  borough  of  Weobley, 

I  itie  county  of  Hereford,   is  in  the  Inhabit 
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POLITICAL  CHARACTER. 

The  right  of  election  in  this  borough  being  very 
singular^  <*  in  the  inhabitants  of  the  ancient  vote- 
houses  of  90s.  per  annum  value  and  upwards,  re- 
siding in  the  said  houses  forty  days  before  the  daya 
of  election,  and  paying  scot  and  lot ;  and  also  in  the 
owners  of  such  ancient  vote-houses^  paying  scot 
and  lot,  who  shall  be  resident  in  such  houses  at 
the  time  of  election,"  has  given  rise  to  very  ex- 
pensive contests.  The  Marquis  of  Bath,  then 
Lord  Weymouth,  and  the  parish  officers  in  his  in- 
terest, refused  to  rate  any  persons  who  presumed 
to  oppose  bis  lordship's  nomination  ;  upon  which 
the  aggrieved  persons  applied  to  the  Court  of 
King^s  Bench  for  a  mandamus  to  oblige  the  parish 
officers  to  put  them  in  the  poor  rates,  when  the 
Court  came  to  the  following  very  extraordinary 
decision,  1^  George  11.  *'  The  Court  refused  to 
grant  a  mandamus  directing  to  insert  particular 
persons  in  the  poor  rate,  upon  affidavits  of  their 
sufficiency,  and  being  left  6ut,  to  prevent  their 
having  votes  for  parliamentary  men ;  for  that  the 
remedy  was  by  appeal ;  and  this  Court  never  went 
further,  than  to  oblige  the  making  the  rate  without 
meddling  with  the  question,  who  is  to  be  put  in  . 
or  left  out,  of  which  the  parish  officers  are  the 
proper  judges,  subject  to  an  appeal/'  The  above 
nobleman  has,  however,  to  avoid  all  future  ex- 
penses, since  that  time,  bought  up  all  the  ancient 
vote-houses,  so  that  this  borough  is  now  entirely 
at  his  own  disposal. 
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ANSCDOTE. 

In  a  pension  list  publikhed  in  tha  rei^  of  Charles 
the  Second,  there  appears  the  following  instaBce 
of  court  corruption: 

"  Sir  Thomas  Williams,  king's  chemist,  (and 
**  member  for  Weobley,)  has  got  40,000/.  hf  mak-. 
**  ins  propotativUt  4''-  4^- •'//" 


HERTFORD— COUNTV. 

Hebtfordshirs»  an  inland  county  of  Eng- 
land, is  bounded  on  the  north  by  Bedfordshire 
and  Cambridgeshire,  on  the  east  by  Essex,  on  the 
30uth  by  Middlesex,  and  oo  the  west  by  Bucking' 
ham  and  Bedford.  Its  shape  is  extremely  irr^ulsr, 
being  much  indented  on  the  western  side.  It  is 
about  36  miles  long,  $8  broad,  and  130  in  circum- 
ference ;  and  contains  302,080  acres  of  land,  three- 
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Stevenage)  Bishop's  Stortford,  Tring,  Ware,  and 
Watford.  It  is  divided  into  8  hundreds,  viz. 
Braughin,  Broadwater,  Dacorum,  Edwintree,  Ca- 
shio,  Hertford,  Hitchin,  and  Odsey.  It  returns 
six  members  to  Parliament,  two  for  each  of  the 
boroughs,  and  two  for  the  county ;  and  lies  partly 
in  the  diocese  of  London,  and  partly  in  that  of 
Lincoln.  It  is  watered  by  the  rivers  Lea,  Maran, 
Rib,  Quin,  whose  united  waters  form  the  New 
River,  which  supplies  the  inhabitants  of  London, 
iq  a  great  measure,  with  water,  the  Coin,  Stort, 
and  Verlam.  The  principal  is  the  Lea,  which 
rises  near  Leagrave,  in  Bedfordshire,  passes  Hert- 
ti^rd  and  W^re,  frona  whence  it  is  made  navigable 
to  the  Thames.  The  Coin,  on  the  south-west 
side  of  the  county,  rises  near  Hatfield,  passes 
V^atford,  and  separating  Bucks  from  Middlesex, 
falls  into  (he  Thames  near  Staines.  The  Stort, 
passing  Bishop's  Stortford,  divides  the  county 
from  Essex,  and  falls  into  the  Lea  near  Hoddesdon. 
The  Yerlam  passes  St.  Alban's,  and  falls  into  the 
Coin  :  and  the  New  River  rises  near  Ware,  being 
conveyed  by  an  artificial  channel  for  a  course  of 
S6  miles  to  London.  The  northern  skirt  of  the 
county  is  hilly,  forming  a  scattered  part  of  the 
chalky  ridge  which  extends  across  the  kingdom 
in  this  direction  ;  and  the  number  of  streams  in 
this  part,  by  their  clearness,  shew  the  nature  of 
the  soil  to  be  rather  hard,  and  not  rich.  Flint 
stones  are  scattered  over  the  whole  face  of  the 
country  with  frequent  beds  of  chalk,  but  with 
proper  culture  it  is  favourable  to  both  wheat  and 
barley.    The  western  part  is  a  tolerably'  rich  soil, 
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and  in  good  cultivation.  The  chief  traffic  o(  the 
county  is  in  com  and  the  malting  trade,  which  is 
mostly  sent  to  London  by  the  navigation  of  the 
river  Lea.  In  this  county  there  are  neither  coal 
mines  nor  extensive  manufactures,  except  several 
paper-mills,  the  produce  of  which  is  sent  to  the 
metropolis.  Its  wholesome  ait '  and  agreeable 
situation,  with  its  vicinity  to  the  metropolis,  have 
rendered  it  a  favourite  residence  both  in  ancient 
and  modern  times  ;  and  it  contains  many  charm- 
ing seats  of  the  nobility,  gentryj  and  opulent  mer- 
chants of  the  capital.  Its  towns,  however,  are  of 
small  account,  and  have  very  few  manufiictures. 
There  are  the  traces  of  many  ancient  oamps,  and 
near  St.  Alban's  stood  Feru/nm,  one  of  the  princi- 
pal stations  of  the  Romans.  The  ancient  DuroH- 
turn  is  supposed  to  have  been  at  Cheshunt,  and 
Cataro  magus  at  Braughin.  Before  the  Roman 
invasion  it  was  inhabited  partly  by  the  Cattieu- 
c/i/antand  Trinohantea,  and  the  Catsii;  and  under, 
the  Saxons  it  was  divided  between  the  Mercians 
and  the  Kings  of  Kent.  The  gross  amount  of 
assessment  under  the  property  tax,  in  1806,  was 
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Feb.  7j  1620.  Sir  George  Moor  reported  from 
the  committee,  for  knight  of  Hertfordshire, 
Lord  Faulkland  of  Scotland,  made  so  after  his 
election  ;^and  that  it  being  rare  and  without  pre- 
cedent, it  was  left  to  the  House  to  determine  upon. 

Resolved  by  the  House :  '*  To  stay  to  be  fur- 
ther advised  upon  the  question/' 

April  25,  1690.  There  being  a  double  return 
for  this  county  of  Mr.  Freeman  and  Sir  Charles 
Caesar,  it  was  considered  by  the  Committee  of 
Privileges,  and  the  question  depended  upon  allow- 
ing or  not  allowing  thevotes  of  Quakers. 

Resolved :  **  That  Quakers  having  freeholds, 
znA  refming  to  take  the  oath^  when  tendered  by 
the  sheriff,  are  incapable  of  giving  their  votes  for 
knights  of  the  shire,  for  that  reason.** 

**  That  Ralph  Freeman,  esq.,  is  duly  elected  a 
knight  of  the  shire  for  this  county/' — To  both 
which  resolutions  the  House  agreed  :  and. 

Ordered :  "  Sir  Charles  Cassar's  return  to  be 
taken  off  the  file,  as  his  majority  consisted  of 
Quakers  I !  !" 

Petitions,  &c.  Nov.  25,  1695.  A  petition  of 
Robert  Cecill,  esq.  against  the  return  of  Sir  Tho- 
mas Pope  Blount,  and  Thomas  Halsey,  esq.,  which 
rested  upon  disqualifying  an  elector  as  no  free- 
holder, who  swore  himself  to  be  one. 

Resolved :  ^'  That  evidence  ought  not  to  be 
admitted  to  disqualify  an  elector  as  no  freeholder, 
who  at  the  election  swore  himself  to  be  a  free^ 
holder." 

The  petitioner  then  gave  evidence  as  to  some 
Quakers  who  were  refused  to  be  polled  because 
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tbey  would  not  be  sworo  ;  but  the  couiuel  for  the 
petitioner  uid  they  would  give  the  comniittee  no 
more  trouble. — Upon  which  it  was 

Resolved :  *<  That  Thomas  Halsey,  esq.,  is  duly 
elmed  a  knight  to  serve  for  this  county.** — Which 
resolutions  being  read  twice,  were  agreed  to  by  the 
House. 

Pari.  8.  Heosbaw  Halsey,  esq.,  petitioner, 
against  Charles  Ciesar,  esq. 

POLITICAL  CtlABACTKB. 

This  county  has  the  singular  advantage  of 
maintaining  its  independence,  which  it  has  neg- 
lected no  opportunity  of  exerting  when  its  own 
dignity,  or  the  interests  of  the  country,  demanded 
a  display  of  it.  A  noble  iastance  of  attachment 
to  the  cause  of  liberty,  and  to  those  who  had  the 
zeal  and  iutegrity  to  support  it,  occurs  in  tbeir 
condiK'i  to  Mr.  Ceesar.  This  geutlemao  had  uni- 
formly opposed  the  despotic  measures  of  Sir  Ro- 
bert Walpole ;  and,  having  deranged  his  private 
fortune,  was  nrtested  and  imprisoned  for  debt  in 
the  King's  Bench,  immediately  upon  the  disso- 
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Hale  to  the  representation  of  this  county  under 
the  patronage  of  the  Marquia  of  Salisbury  and 
Lord  Viscount  Grimstone :  but  it  failed  of  suc- 
cess ;  the  numbers  on  the  poll  being,  for 
William  Plumer,  esq.  ••  1,831 

William  Baker,  esq 1,309 

William  Hale,  esq 1,031 

Mr.  Plumer,  one  of  the  most  independent  and 
upright  members  of  modem  times,  represented  this 
county  in  ten  Parliaments. 

Mr.  Baker  having  become  an  alarmist  and 
joined  the  ministry,  he  lost  his  election  in  1809* 
The  numbers  on  the  poll  being,  for 

Williani  Plumer,  esq 1*964 

Hon.  Penis  ton  Lambe 1,919 

William  Baker,  esq 909 

The  Hon.  Thomas  Brand,  eldest  son  of  Baro- 
ness Dacre,  and  Sir  John  Sebright,  have  had  the 
honour  of  representing  this  independent  county  in 
the  two  last  Parliaments  ;  Mr.  Plumer  having  de- 
clined on  account  of  his  age  and  infirmities,  after 
receivii^  the  unanimous  thanks  of  his  constituents 
and  a  piece  of  plate,  expressive  of  their  grateful 
•ense  of  his  faithful  and  honored  services. 
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Hertford,  or  Hartford,  a  borough,  and  the 
county-town  of  Hertfordshire,  situated  on  the 
river  Lea,  91  miles  from  London;  contains  515 
3^960  inhabitants,  viz.  1,76S  males  and  1,598  fe- 
males, of  whom  575  were  returned  as  employed 
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in  various  trades  and  manufactures.  In  the  time 
of  the  Britons  its  name  appears  to  baye  been  Dwo- 
eobriva,-  signifying  tbe  Red  Ford^  irom  the  colour 
of  tbe  grayel  at  the  bottom  of  the  river :  others  - 
derive  it  from  Hart,  a  deer,  tbera  formerly  being 
great  numbers  here.  The  arms  of  the  town  are  a 
hart  coiichant:in  tbe  water;  but  the  arms  are 
most  probably  derived  from  the  name  of  tbe  town. 
Tbe  Ssxon  kings  often  kept  their  fx>urt  h««.' 
There  are  two  parish  churches,  All  Saints,  and 
St.  Andrew's;  in  tbe  latter  is  tbe  seat  for  tbe 
mayor  and  corporation,  and  another  for  the  govor- 
nors  of  Christ's  Hospital  in  London^  they  having 
erected  a  gallery  in  tbe  church  for  the  accommO' 
dation  of  tbe  children  of  their  school  here,  which 
contains  about  400  boys  and  60  girls,  chiefly  tbe 
ydunger  children.  The  county  gaol  and  peniten- 
tiary-house is  a  new  building,  very  commodious 
and  extensive.  The  assizes  and  quarter  sessions 
are  held  here.  The  county  election  is  held  in 
the  shire  hall,  erected  in  1780. 

REPBBSINTATIVE  HISTOBY. 


H£RTFORI>-:.TOWN.  29 

March  95,  1690.  A  petition  of  tbe  inhabitants 
of  this  borough,  shewing^. that  it  is  a  borough  by 
prescription,  and,  before  any  charter,  sent  members 
to  Parliament,  elected  by  the  inhabitants,  not  re- 
ceiving alms,  and  against  the  return  of  Sir  William  ' 
Cowper,  in  the  room  of  Sir  William  Lemaa. 

No  report  appears. 

Feb.  S4,  17()0.  A  petition  of  William  Monson, 
•esq.,  against  the  undue  return  of  Mr.  Gulston,  by 
means  of  the  mayor  admitting  illegal  votes  for  the 
petitioner. 

March  7*  A  petition  of  divers  inhabitants  to 
the  same  effect. 

Jan.  S,  1701.  Another  petition  of  William 
.Monson,  esq.,  to  the  same  effect. with  his  former. 

-^  7*  Another  petition  of  the  inhabitants,  to 
the  same  effect  with  their  former. .  . 

97.     Sir  Roivland  Gwynn  reported  from  the 

committee,  ^^  That  tbe  right  of  election  was  tbe 
point  at  controversy :  the  petitioners' counsel  in- 
sisting it  to  be  in  the  inhabitants  of  the  said  bo- 
rough, not  receiving  alms :  and  those  for  the  sit- 
ting member,  that  the  right  was  in  the  burgesses 
or  freemen,  as  well  as  the  inhabitants.'* 
.  I  Resolved :  ^^  That  the  right  of  election  for  mem- 
bers to  serve  in  Parliament  for  this  borough,  is  in 
all.lhe  freemen  and  inhabitants,  being  house- 
keepers, and  not  receiving  alms/' 

**  That  Richard  Goulston,  esq.  is  duly  elected 
a  bui^ess  for  this  borough ;"  which  resolutions, 
being. read  twice,  were  agreed  to  by  the  House. 

Nov.  S,  1705.  A  petition  of  Thomas  Clark, 
^q«>  against  the  return  of  Richard  Goulston,  esq. 


COUNTIES.  CITIES,  AMD  BOROUGHS. 

Not.  6.  A  petition  of  several  infaabitants 
-against  the  same  return. 

Resolred:  **  That  Richard  GoulstoD,  esq.  is 
-not  duly  elected." 

"That  Thomas  Clark,  esq.  is  duly  elected  a 
burgess  for  this  borough." 

"  That  the  right  of  election  is  in  the  inbidiitants 
not  receiriog  alms,  and  io  such  fireemen  only,  as, 
at  the  time  of  their  being  made  free,  were  inhabit- 
ants of  the  said  borough,  or  the  parishes  thereof 
the  number  of  freemen  liviog  out  of  the  borough, 
not  exceeding  three  persons :"  which  three  reso- 
lutions, being  read  twice,  were  agreed  to  by  the 
House. 

Nor.  94,  1708.  A  petition  of  Charies  Caesar, 
«sq.,  i^inst  the  return  of  William  Monson,  esq. 

Feb.  9,  1709.     Petition  wididcawn. 

March  96,  17M.  A  petition  of  Sir  Thomas 
Clark  and  John  Boteler,  esq.,  against  the  return 
■of  Charles  Csesar  and  Robert  Gutston,  esqrs. 

A  petition  of  James  Gatwaid,  and  several  other 
freemen  and  inhabitants,  against  the  return. 

Resolved :  "  That  Charles  Csesar,  and  Richaitt 
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Oct.  18,  1792.  A  petition  of  Sir  thomas  Clark, 
Icnight,  and  another  of  James  Gatward,  and  several 
ireetnen  and  inhabitants,  against  the  return  of 
Charles  Caesar,  esq.,  by  means  of  bribery  and 
other  illegal  practices. 

Resolved :  "  That  Charles  Coesar,  esq.,  is  not 
duly  elected." 

••  That  Sir  Thoitias  Clark  is  duly  elected  si  bur- 
gess for  this  borough  :"  which  resolutions,  being 
tead  twice,  were  Agreed  to  by  the  Houise,  and  the 
retiirn  ordered  to  be  amended. 

CORPORATION. 

By  charter,  granted  in  1624,  91  of  James  I., 
consists  of  a  mayor,  refcorder,  nine  aldermen,  and 
sixteen  assistants. 

NlTMBBa  OF  VOTETtS 600. 

RierirRKiNG  ofrp/cER— *the  Mayor. 

POLITICAL   CHARACTER. 

The  right  of  election  in  this  borough  differs 
from  all  others,  it  being  in  the  inhabitants,  houses- 
holders,  the  freemen  resident,  and  in  the  freemen 
non^Tuident^  but  the  last  description  must  not 
exceed  the  number  three.  It  becomes  necessary 
to  remfllrk  these  singularities,  because  they  point 
out  an  incorable  defect  in  the  present  system  of 
parliamentary  representation.  What  constitutes 
a  good  vote  in  one  borough,  makes  a  bad  one  in 
another.  In  one  place  the  freemen  must  be  resi- 
dent, in  another,  non-residence  gives  the  same 
qualification.  In  one  borough,  a  man  obtains 
his  freedom  by  marriage  ;  in  a  second,  by  birth ; 
in  a  third,  by  servitude  :  in  a  fourth,  by  purchase  ; 


CODNTIES,  CITIES,  AND  BOROUGHS. 

id  a  fifth,  by  gift  of  the  mayor  or  aldermeD,  Bur- 
gageholcU  differ  as  widely  in  the  nature  of  their 
tenure;  and  even  inhabitants  are  defined  as  vari- 
ously, lu  one  borough,  paying  scot  and  lot,  and 
being  8  resident  housekeeper,  is  an  indispensable 
qualification ;  in  another,  paying  scot  and  lot 
without  residence,  or  being  a  housekeeper,  con- 
stitutes el^ibility  for  voting ;  in  a  third,  resi- 
dence, without  paying  scot  and  lot,  or  keeping  e 
bouse.  Id  short,  the  whole  representative  system 
is  so  intricate,  inexplicable,  contradictory,  and 
ridiculous,  that  we  believe  it  would  puzzle  the 
whole  tribe  of  quibblers  in  Westminster-hall  to 
render  it  more  confused  and  unintelligible. 

The  town  of  Hertford  is  independent  in  the 
exercise  of  its  elective  rights,  and  is  always  repre- 
sented  by  two  neighbouring  country  gentlemen. 
This  is  to  be  attributed  to  the  corporation  not 
possessing  the  power  of  making  non-resident  ftee- 
raen,  or  honorary  bui^esses,  commonly  called 
faggots  and  mushroonu,  to  create  a  fictitious  ma- 
jority over  the  legal  electors,  as  is  the  case  at 
Southampton,  and  many  other  places,  where  all  the 
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St.  ALBAN'S. 

This  town  received  its  name  fiom  an  abbey 
founded  here  in  the  year  793,  to  the  memory  of 
Albanus,  the  first  martyr  of  Britain,  who  suffered 
in  the  persecution  under  the  emperor  Dioclesian, 
and  was  canonized  as  a  saint.  It  is  generally 
considered  as  having  risen  out  of  the  ruins  of  the 
ancient  Yerulam,  which  was  seated  oil  the  other 
side  of  the  river  Ver.  When  Julius  Caesar  invaded 
this  island,  Yerulam  was  a  large  and  populous 
city ;  but  there  are  no  other  remains  of  it  than  the 
ruins  of  walls,  some  tesselated  pavements,  and 
Roman  coins,  which,  from  time  to  time,  have 
been  discovered  by  digging.  It  was  seated  on  a 
gentle  descent  on  the  western  side  of  the  hill, 
fortified  with  a  mud  wall  and  ditch,  and  encom- 
passed with  woods  and  marshes.  The  inhabitants 
enjoyed  the  same  rights  and  privileges  as  the 
Roman  citizens,  and  this  so  firmly  united  them 
with  the  Romans,  that  Boadicea,  considering  them 
as  enemies,  razed  the  city,  and  made  a  most  dread- 
ful slaughter  of  the  Romans  and  their  allies  ;  but 
Suetonius  Paulinus,  Lieutenant  of  Britain,  return- 
ing from  the  conquest  of  the  Isle  of  Man,  with 
the  fourteen  legions  and  ten  thousand  auxiliaries, 
immediately  attacked  the  Britons,  gained  a  com- 
plete victory,  and  put  eighty  thousand  to  the 
sword.  After  this,  the  city  was  rebuilt,  and  the 
Britons  lived  very  quietly   under    the    Roman 
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governmeDt  till  the  year  304,  when  Dioclesian 
began  to  persecute  the  Christians.  At  length, 
when  the  Saxons  had  gained  a  footing  here,  they 
conquered  this  Roman  city,  and  called  it  Werlam- 
cester,  and  Watlingacester,  from  the  femous 
Roman  highway,  called  Watling-street,  on  which 
it  stands. 

One  part  of  the  ditch  at  Verulam  is  still  visible, 
it  is  double,  but  irregularly  formed.  The  streets, 
likewise,  may  still  be  traced,  especially  when  the 
corn  is  nearly  ripe.  The  composition  of  the 
Roman  wall  was  three  feet  of  layers  of  flints,  and 
one  foot  made  up  of  three  courses  of  Roman 
brick  ;  and  there  were  round  holes  quite  through 
the  wall,  about  eight  yardii  distant  from  each  other. 
That  part  of  the  wall  by  the  West  gate,  called 
Gorham  Block,  is  twelve  feet  thick.  It  would  be 
endless  to  recount  all  the  antiquities  that  have 
been  dug  up  at  Verulam  ;  several  mosaic  pave- 
ments have  been  seen,  and  one  in  particular  was 
found  in  1719. 

Though  this  town  is  far  from  being  remarkable 
lor  the  beauty  and  elegance  oF  its  buildings,  the 
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as  Well  as  for  the  use  of  the  servants  and  officers 
belonging  to  it ;  so  that  in  the  process  of  time  it  in- 
creased to  a  town.  In  the  year  1154,  Nicholas^ 
Bishop  of  Abba,  who  was  born  near  this  monastery, 
being  chosen  pope,  assumed  the  name  of  Adrian 
IV.,  and  granted  many  privileges  to  this  abbey^ 
causing  the  abbot  to  be  the  first  in  England  botti 
in  order  and  dignity.  At  the  time  of  the  dissolu*^ 
tion,  this  abbey  was  Valued  at  S,103/.  a  year  by 
Dugdale,  but  at  2,510/.  by  Speed.  The  inhabit^ 
ants  then  purchased  that  part  of  it  which  is  still 
standing,  and  converted  it  into  a  parish  church. 
It  ts  at  present  a  large  pile  of  builditig  that  may 
justly  claim  a  particular  regard  both  for  its  anti-« 
quity  and  beauty.  In  this  ancient  edifice  is  a 
funeral  monument  and  effigies  of  King  Offa,  its 
founder,  seated  on  his  throne.  On  the  east  side 
stood  the  shrine  of  St.  Alban,  and  in  the  south 
aisle,  near  the  above  shrine,  is  the  monument  of 
Humphrey,  brother  to  King  Henry  V.,  commonly 
distinguished  by  the  title  of  the  Good  Duke  of 
Gloucester.  It  is  adorned  with  a  ducal  coronet, 
and  the  arms  of  France  and  England  quartered. 
In  niches  on  one  side  are  seventeen  kings,  but  in 
the  niches  on  the  other  there  are  no  statues  re- 
maining. 

About  fifty  years  ago,  was  discovered,  in  dig- 
ging a  grave,  a  pair  of  stairs  that  led  down  into  a 
vault,  in  which  was  found  a  leaden  coffin,  wherein 
the  Duke  of  Gloucester's  corpse  was  preserved 
almost  entire,  by  a  kind  of  pickle  in  which  it  lay ; 
only  the  flesh  was  wasted  from  the  legs,  the  pickle 
at  that  end  of  the  coffin  being  dried  up.     In  this 
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churcb  was  a  very  noble  font  of  solid  brass,  girea 
by  Sir  Richard  Lea,  master  of  the  piooeera,  who 
took  it,  among  other  plunder,  out  of  Scotland*  in 
the  year  l6iS,  where  it  served  as  a  font  for  bap- 
tizing  the  children  of  the  royal  iamily,  but  was 
placed  here  as  a  common  baptistry.  It  was,  how- 
ever, carried  away  in  the  civil  wars  in  the  reign  of 
King  Charles  I.  and  converted  into  money. 

St.  Peter's  church  is  situated  on  the  north  side 
of  the  town,  and  St.  Michael's  on  the  north- 
west ;  and  both  of  them  are  handsome  structures. 
Id  the  latter,  among  other  monuments,  is  one  in 
memory  of  the  iamous  Francis  Bacon,  Lord  Ve- 
rulam,  with  his  effigy  in  alabaster,  seated  in  an 
elbow  chair. 

In  the  middle  of  the  town  of  St.  Alban's,  King 
Edward  I.  erected  a  very  stately  cross  in  memory 
of  Queen  Eleaoor,  who,  dying  in  Lincolnshire, 
was  carried  through  this  town  to  Westminster,  in 
order  to  be  interred  there.  The  great  Duke  of 
Marlborough  erected  a  seat  here,  called  Holloway 
House;  and  several  alms  houses  were  built  hereby 
him  and  his  Duchess  Dowager,  who  caused  a  fine 
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famous  petition  of  the  town  of  St.  Alban's,  (re^ 
corded  in  the  first  volume  of  this  work,)  and  tran- 
scribed by  Mr.  Madox,  in  his  History  of  the  Ex- 
chequer, proves  that  this  town  had  sent  members 
to  Parliament  from  the  time  of  that  king's  father, 
and  his  progenitors^  and  the  same  right  is  carried 
back  as  far  as  the  time  of  King  Athelstan,  the 
Saxon,  in  a  similar  petition  from  the  borough  of 
Barnstaple. 

Petitions,  &c.  May  21,  1660.  Mr.  Turner 
reported  from  the  committee  upon  the  double  re- 
turn for  this  borough,  that  William  Foxwist,  esq. 
is  duly  elected,  and  ought  to  sit :  to  which  the 
House  agreed. 

May  SO,  1685.  A  petition  of  Sir  Samuel 
Grimston,  bart.,  touching  the  election  for  this 
borough. 

No  determination. 

Feb.  13,  1700.  A  petition  of  John  Gape,  esq., 
against  the  undue  return  of  Joshua  Lomax,  esq., 
by  means  of  using  illegal  practices. 

March  10.  Resolved  :  ^^  That  the  right  of 
election  is  in  the  Mayor,  Aldermen,  Freemen,  and 
such  Householders  only,  who  pay  scot  and  lot.'' 

^'  That  John  Gape  and  Joshua  Lomax  are  nei- 
ther of  them  duly  elected.*' — Which  resolutions 
being  twice  read,  were  agreed  to  by  the  House. 

In  the  course  of  the  examining  witnesses  touch- 
ing this  election, 

Mr.  Fothergill,  a  clergyman,  said  th^t  the  mob 
were  ready  to  pull  off  his  gown  in  the  streets,  and 
insulted  him  when  he  went  to  speak  for  the  peti- 
tioner, whose  friends  proved  upon  the  scrutiny, 
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that  there  were  twelve  who  voted  for  Mr.  Lomax, 
hariog  no  ri^bt:  that  the  mob  threatened  the 
mayor,  in  case  he  returned  Mr.  Gape,  aod  put  up 
these  lines  on  his  house : 

"  Ifyo*  return  Lomtax,  vx'U  be  stlU  ai  a  mouse; 
"  lflf>*  return  Gape,  then  down  comet  your  haute" 

Jan.  13,  1701.  A  petition  of  Joshua  Lomax> 
fig^aiost  the  illegal  practices  used  by  John  Gape, 
)uo. 

—  14.  A  petition  of  several  householders,,  of 
prid  within  this  borough,  against  the  same  return. 
.    No  determination, 

Nov,  S,  1705.  A  petition  of  Henry  Killigrew, 
esq.,  against  the  return  of  John  Gape,  esq.,  by 
means  of  bribery,  threats,  and  other  unlawful 
practices,  on  bis  part,  as  also  many  ill^al  practices 
used  by  William  Stone,  esq.,  the  mayor. 

Resolved :  "  That  John  Gape,  esq.  is  not  duly 
elected." 

*'  That  Henry  Killigrew,  esq.,  is  duly  elected  a 
burgess  for  this   borough." — Which  resolutions 
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''  That  William  Hale,  esq.,  is  not  duly  elected/' 

^'  That  John  Gape,  esq.  is  duly  elected  a  burgess 
for  this  borough.'* — Which  resolutions  were  agreed 
to  by  the  House. 

March  96,  1715.  A  petition  of  Joshua  Lomax 
against  the  return  of  William  Grimston,  esq.,  by 
means  of  bribery,  &c.,  &c.,  &c. 

May  7.     Petition  withdrawn. 

Oct.  JS,  1722.  A  petition  of  the  Right  Hon. 
Lord  Viscount  Grimstone,  and  Joshua  Lomax, 
esq.;  also  a  petition  of  several  inhabitants  of  this 
borough,  against  the  return  of  William  Gore  and 
William  Clayton,  esqrs.,  by  means  of  the  arbitrary 
proceedings  of  William  Carr,  the  mayor,  and  by 
bribery,  &c. 

Nov.  26.     Both  petitions  withdrawn. 

Pari.  8.  William,  Viscount  Grimstone,  peti- 
tioner withdrew  his  petition. 

CORPORATION. 

It  is  incorporated  by  charter  of  Edward  VL,  and 
governed  by  a  mayor,  high-steward,  recorder,  12 
aldermen,  a  town-clerk,  and  24  assistants.  This 
borough  has  a  district,  called  a  liberty,  which  has 
a  jurisdiction  both  in  civil  and  ecclesiastical  mat- 
ters peculiar  to  itself,  including  the  parishes  of 
Barnet,  Sandridge,  Redburn,  Cudicot,  Shepehele, 
Bushy,  Elstree,  Laogley  Abbot,  Sarret,  Walden 
Abbots,  Hoxton,  Ridge,  Norton,  Rickmansworth» 
and  Watford.  This  liberty  has  a  gaol  and  a  gaol 
delivery,  at  St.  Alban's,  four  times  a  year,  on  the 
Thursday  after  the  quarter-sessions  at  Hertford. 
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St.  Alban's  is  divided  into  four  wards,  in  each  of 
which  is  a  constable  and  two  churchwardens. 

BIGHT  OF  ELECTION, 

See  Representative  History. 

NUMBEH    OF    TOTEHS — 650. 

IIeturning  OFFICER — the  Mayor. 

POLITICAL   CnABACTER. 

This  town  has  been  under  the  patronage  of  Earl 
Spencer  and  Lord  Viscount  Grtmstone  for  many 
years  ;  but  the  electors  have  now  thrown  off  the 
yoke  of  both  these  noblemen.  The  members  in 
the  last  and  present  Parliament  were  chosen  inde- 
pendently of  this  influence. 

The  opposition  which  shivered  this  aristocratic 
combination  was  made  by  Samuel  Ferrand  Wa- 
dingtnn,  esq.,  in  1796  ;  and  though  unsuccessful 
at  that  time,  it  laid  the  foundation  of  the  borough's 
independence. 

The  numbers  on  the  poll  at  that  election  were 
^  follow : 
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At  the  last  election  the  numbers  on  the  poll 
were, 

For  Joseph  Halsey,  esq 359 

Christopher  Smith,  esq,  ..357 
Daniel  Giles,  esq S89 


HUNTINGDON— COUNTY. 

HuXTiNGDONSHiRE,  a  county  bounded  on  the 
north  by  Northamptonshire,  on  the  east  by  Cam- 
bridgeshire, on  the  south  by  Bedfordshire,  and  on 
the  west  by  Bedfordshire  and  Northamptonshire, 
being  about  36  miles  long  and  SO  broad,  and  con- 
taining about  S40,000  acres  of  land,  of  which 
100,000  acres  are  generally  in  a  course  of  tillage, 
^,000  in  pasturage,  and  of  the  remainder  nearly 
S0,000  are  unfit  for  cultivation.  It  is  divided  into 
four  hundreds,  viz.  Hurstingstone,  Leigh tonstone, 
Normancross,  andToreland,  containingTS  parishes, 
one  borough,  and  five  other  market-towns,  viz.  St. 
Ives,  Kimbolton,St.  Neot's,  Ramsey,  and  Yaxley; 
6,8*1  houses,  inhabited  by  37>568  persons,  viz. 
18,521  males  and  19,047  females,  of  whom  4,484 
were  returned  as  employed  in  trade,  manufacture, 
and  handicrafts,  and  9,536  in  agriculture.  The  in- 
come of  the  inhabitants  of  this  cotknty,  on  which 
the  property  tax  in  1806  was  assessed,  amounted  to 
.395,019/. ;  and  the  poor  rates  in  1803  to  30,952/., 
being  4«.05rf.  in  the  pound.  The  average  scale 
of  mortality  for  10  years  appears  to  have  been  to 
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the  population  as  1  to  45  J-Sths.  By  a  return 
made  to  the  House  of  Lords  la  1805,  the  area  of 
this  county  is  stated  to  be  3i5  square  statute  miles, 
equal  to  930,800  statute  acres  ;  the  number  of  ia- 
habitants  in  each  square  mile  of  648  acres,  109* 
and  the  total  number  of  inhabitants  37,605.  It 
returns  two  members  to  Parliament,  and  two  for 
the  borough  of  Huntingdon,  and  lies  in  the  diocese 
of  Lincoln.  Its  principal  rivers  are  the  Ouse  and 
the  Nen;  the  former  rising  near  Brackley  in  North- 
amptonshire, and,  crossing  the  county,  falls  into 
the  German  Ocean  near  Lynn.  The  Nen  rises  in 
the  same  county,  and  forming  several  lakes  in 
passing  through  Hunts,  Cambridge,  and  Lincoln, 
falls  into  the  German  Ocean  near  Wisbeach.  The 
&ce  of  the  country  has  three  varieties ;  on  the  - 
borders  of  the  Ouse  isa  rich  tract  of  fertile  mea- 
dows, of  which  ParMo/m  Mead,  near  Hunting- 
don, enclosed  by  a  bend  of  the  river,  is  particularly 
celebrated.  The  middle  and  western  parts  are 
finely  varied  with  corn  and  woodlands,  and  the 
upland  parts  were  anciently  an  extensive  foresi. 
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children.  The  neighbourhood  of  Stiltoo  is  noted 
for  its  rich  and  delicate  cheese.  In  the  earliest 
times  Huntingdonshire  is  supposed  to  have 
been  inhabited  by  the  Iceni :  during  the  heptarchy 
it  formed  a  part  of  the  kingdom  of  Mercia,  and 
is  now  included  in  the  Norfolk  circuit,  and  is, 
together  with  Cambridge,  under  one  sheriff. 
There  are  many  remains  of  antiquity,  particularly 
at  Dornford,  Godmanchester,  and  Ramsey  Abbey. 

REPRESENTATIVE  HISTORY. 

This  county  has  been  represented  in  Parliament 
from  the  first  summons  of  Edward  I. 

Petitions,  &c.  Jan.  7i  1763.  A  petition  of 
Sir  John  Bernard,  complaining  of  an  undue  return 
made  by  the  sheriff  of  this  county  of  Robert  Ap- 
prece,  esq. 

Ordered,  to  be  referred  to  the  committee  to  re- 
port thereon. 

Feb.  12.  Colonel  Birch  reported,  '*  That  Mr. 
Apprece,  the  sitting  member,  is  duly  elected  ;'* 
to  which  the  House,  upon  a  division,  agreed. 

Nov.  SZj  1710.  A  petition  of  Sir  John  Cotton, 
bart.,  complaining  of  an  undue  election  and  return 
for  this  county. 

Dec.  1.     Petition  withdrawn. 

qualification. 

Jan  14,  1739.  On  a  hearing  for  the  county  of 
Huntingdon,  the  counsel  for  the  petitioner,  Wil- 
liam Mitchell,  esq.,  insisted  that  the  sitting  mem- 
ber, Charles  Clarke,  esq.,  was  not  qualified  to  be 
elected,  according  to  the.act  made  in  the  9th  year 
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of  the  reign  of  Queen  Anne,  entitled,  "An  Act 
for  securing  the  freedom  of  Parliaments  by  the  fur- 
ther qualifying  the  members  to  sit  in  the  House 
of  Commons." 

Then  the  counsel  for  the  petitioner,  in  support 
of  one  of  their  objections,  offered  to  prove,  (which 
the  counsel  for  the  sitting  member  admitted,)  that 
the  copyhold  lands  and  tenements  at  Hammer- 
smith,  in  the  parish  of  Fulham,  in  the  county  of 
Middlesex,  which  the  sitting  member,  in  the  rental, 
or  particular,  by  him  delivered  in  to  the  clerk  of 
the  House,  (pursuant  to  the  standing  order  of  this 
House  made  for  that  purpose,)  claims  in  fee,  ac- 
cording to  the  custom  of  the  manor  of  Fulham, 
under  a  mortgage  surrender,  and  in  admission 
thereto,  and  a  release  of  the  equity  of  redemption 
from  this  mortgage,  were  subject  to  a  subsequent 
mortgage  made  by  the  said  mortgager,  previous  to 
the  debt  of  the  said  release  of  the  equity  of  re- 
demption. 

Then  the  counsel  for  the  petitioner,  having  ob- 
jected to  the  consideration  given  for  the  estate, 
ivhich  ihc  sitting  member,   in   the  said  rental  < 
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member,  in  the  said  rental  or  particular,  claims  for 
life,  by  grant  from  Charles  Bernard,  esq.,  they 
offered  to  prove  (which  the  counsel  for  the  sitting 
member  admitted,)  that  the  estate  charged  with 
the  said  annuity  does  not  exceed  the  yearly  value 
of  132/. 

Then  the  counsel  for  the  petitioner  having  ob- 
jected, that  the  sitting  member,  in  the  oath  by  him 
taken  at  the  time  of  his  election,  pursuant  to  the 
direction  of  the  said  act  of  the  9th  of  Anne,  did 
not  particularly  enumerate  all  the  several  parishes 
out  of  which  the  fee-farm  rents,  mentioned  in  the 
said  particular,  are  issuing. 

The  instrument  of  the  said  oath,  subscribed  by 
the  sitting  member,  was  produced  by  the  sheriff* 
who  took  the  same,  and  read. 

And  the  first,  second,  third,  fourth,  and  fifth 
sections  of  the  said  act,  made  in  the  9th  of  Anne, 
were  read. 

And  the  counsel  for  the  sitting  member  were 
heard :  and  one  of  the  counsel  for  the  petitioner 
was  heard  in  reply. 

And  the  counsel  on  both  sides  were  directed  to 

withdraw. 

Mr.  Clarke  was  heard  in  his  place,  and  then  he 
withdrew. 

Resolved,  '*  That  Charles  Clarke,  esq.  is  duly 
elected  a  knight  of  the  shire,  to  serve  in  this  pre- 
sent Parliament  for  the  county  of  Huntingdon." 

It  is  remarkable  that  this  county  and  Cambridge- 
shire are  united  under  one  civil  administration, 
iheie  being  but  one  high-sheriff  for  both,  who  is 
chosen  one  year  out  of  Cambridgeshire,  the  second 
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out  of  the  Isle  of  Ely,  and  the  third  out  of  thiar 
county. 

POLITICAL    CHARACTER. 

This  small  county  has  been  for  many  years  under 
the  joint  influence  of  the  Duke  of  Manchester  and 
the  Earl  of  Sandwich,  who  each  nominated  a  mem- 
ber ;  but  the  Earl  of  Carysfort,  whose  ancestors 
represented  it  above  a  hundred  years  since,  has 
succeeded  in  bringing  in  his  son,  Lord  Proby,  in 
opposition  to  this  combined  interest,  who  sup- 
ported Lord  Stratbaven,  son  to  the  Earl  of  Aboyne. 

The  principal  fortunes  in  this  county  are  those 
of  the  Duke  of  Manchester,  Earl  of  Sandwich,  Earl 
of  Carysfort,  Sir  George  W.  Leeds,  Mr.  Sparrow, 
Mr.  Felbws,  &c. 


HUNTINGDON— TOWN. 

Huntingdon  is  the  county  town  of  Hunting- 
donshire, situate  near  the  river  Ouse,  over  which 
it  has  a  good  free-stone  bridge  of  six  arches,  and 
consists  of  four  parishes,  containing  350  houses 
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ciently  a  priory  of  black  canons.  On  an  eminence 
near  the  town  stood  a  castle,  erected  by  Edward 
the  Elder,  and  enlarged  by  David  I.  of  Scotland, 
Earl  of  Huntingdon.  Towards  the  eastern  side, 
where  the  principal  part  of  the  town  formerly  stood, 
the  lanes  which  divide  the  enclosures  from  each 
other  still  retain  their  ancient  names;  and  in  a  piece 
of  ground,  called  the  Priory  Close,  two  stone  coffins 
were  dug  up  during  the  last  century.  It  now  chiefly 
consists  of  one  principal  street  and  several  lanes, 
well  paved,  and  lighted  during  the  winter.  The 
town-hall,  in  which  the  assizes  are  held,  is  a  com- 
modious and  neat  building,  standing  on  one  side 
of  a  large  square:  it  contains  two  courts;  one  for 
criminal  and  one  for  civil  causes :  it  has  also  an 
elegant  assembly-room,  ornamented  with  the  por- 
traits of  their  late  and  present  majesties.  The 
county  assizes  in  March  and  July  contribute 
greatly  to  the  support  of  the  town  ;  and  the  Ouse 
being  navigable  to  Bedford,  it  derives  a  great  ad- 
vantage from  its  supply  of  coals,  wood,  &c.  from 
Lynn  by  barges.  Its  market  on  Saturday  is  noted 
for  its  sale  of  corn,  and  has  a  fair  on  25th  March. 

REPRESENTATIVE  HISTORY. 

This  town  has  sent  members  to  Parliament  since 
the  93rd  of  Edward  I. 

Petitions,  &c.  March  22.  1678.  A  petition 
of  Sir  Lionel  Walden  against  the  return  of  Mr. 
Stephen  Wortley. 

No  report  appears. 

Feb.  15,  1700.  A  petition  of  John  Pedley,  esq.. 
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against  the  return  of  Charles  Boyle,  esq.,  CODI' 
plaining  that  a  peer  of  the  realm,  with  the  assist- 
ance of  Others,  with  swords  and  clubs,  did  menace, 
assault,  and  strike  the  recorder  of  this  borough, 
wounded  some  of  the  petitioners'  voters,  and  car- 
ried others  under  a  strong  guard,  forciag  them  to 
vote  for  his  opponent,  and  afterwards  locked  them 
up,  so  that  neither  petitioner  nor  his  friends  could 
speak  to  them ;  such  conduct  being  conCrary  to 
the  liberty  of  the  subject,  &c.,  &c. 

March  13.  Resolved,  nem.  con.:  *'  That  for 
any  peer  of  this  kingdom,  or  lord-lieu  tenant  of  any 
county,  to  concern  themselves  in  the  election  of 
members  to  serve  for  the  Commons  in  Parliament 
is  a  high  infringement  of  the  liberties  and  privi- 
I^es  of  the  Commons  of  England." 

Ordered :  '*  The  bearing  the  merits  of  the  elec- 
tion for  this  borough  be  adjourned  till  Saturday 
next." 

15.     Ordered:  "  The  hearing  to  be  put 

off  till  the  10th  of  April  next." 

April  7,  1701.  Ordered  to  be  heard  on  this  day 
three  weeks. 
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Jan.  92,  1706.  Mr.  Coinpton  reported,  "  That 
tbe  right  of  election  was  agreed  to  be  in  the  mayor, 
aldermen,  and  burgesses/' 

The  points  insisted  on  by  the  petitioner's  cioun^ 
sel  were  bribery  and  treating. 

Resolved :  **  That  Sir  John  Cotton  is  not  duly 
elected." 

^'  That  Edward  Wortley,  alias  Montague,  and 
John  Pedley,  esqrs.,  are  duly  elected  burgesses  foi( 
this  borough ;''  which  being  read  twice,  was  agreed 
to  by  the  House  ;-^-4iiid  further 

Resolved:  «« That  Christopher  Bray,  being 
guilty  of  corrupt  practices,  in  distributing  mdney, 
in  Older  to  procure  the  election  of  Sir  John  Cot*" 
ton,  hart.,  be  taken  into  the  custody  of  the  sergeant 
at  arms  for  his  said  offence.^ 

Dec.  5,  1710.  A  petition  of  Henry  Watson, 
and  other  burgesses,  against  an  undue  election  for 
this  borough. — No  determination. 

CORPORATION. 

John,  anno  1906,  granted  to  this  town  by  char- 
ter, a  coroner,  a  recorder,  a  town -clerk,  and  two 
bailiffs:  but  Charles  I.  made  it  a  mayor-town, 
annoregni6i  1630.  It  has  had  therefore,  ever 
since,  a  mayor,  recorder,  six  aldermen,  and  twelve 
burgesses.  The  assizes  are  always  held  here,  and 
in  this  town  is  the  county  gaol. 

RIGHT  OF  RLSCTION 

Is  in  the  Freemen. 
Number  op  yotbrs-^SOO. 
Returning  officer — the  Mayor. 
PATRON^i-the  Earl  of  Sandwich. 

PART  JI.  VOL.  II.  S 
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POLITICAL   CHARACTBB. 

This  borough  has  been  under  the  influ«nce  of 
the  Earl  of  Sandwich  aod  his  aacestors  ever  sioce 
the  reign  of  Charles  11.*  and  has  upon  all  occasions 
submitted  to  his  nomination  in  the  election  of 
their  members. 

This  influence  has  been  established  and  sup- 
ported by  the  profuse  distribution  of  promotioBS 
in  the  navy*  post-office,  and  other  deparbnents  of 
government,  which  the  noble  earl  and  his  family 
have  had  it  so  much  in  their  power  to  dispense. 

An  atto^ey  of  this  tpwn,  some  yean  since,  so- 
licited, and  (Stained,  the  lucrative  phwe  of  steward 
to  the  Greenwich  Hospital  estates,  under  an  un* 
derstanding  that  he  was  to  divide  the  emoluments 
of  the  office  anjongst  seven  leading  men  in  this 
borough  ;  but  getting  into  possession  of  the  ap- 
pointment,  and  his  patron  being  soon  after  turned 
out  of  place*  be  dismounted  his  rideis,  and  never 
paid  a  shilling  to  any  one  of  them. 
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KENT. 

Kent,  a  county  at  the  south-east  extremity  of 
England,  opposite  to  France,  bounded  on    the 
north  by  the  river  Thames,  the  county  of  Essex, 
and  the  German  Sea,  on  the  east  and  south-east 
hy  the  English  Channel,  on  the  south  by  the  Chan- 
nel and  the  county  of  Sussex,  and  on  the  west  by 
Surrey.     It  is  about  63  miles  long,  and  nearly  40 
broad ;  containing  896»000  acres  of  land,  having 
about  400,000  acres  as  arable,  and  aboUt  900,000 
acres  as  pasturage ;  the  remainder  being  in  woods^ 
marshes,  hop-grounds,  &c.  The  county  is  divided 
into  five  lathes,  viz.  St.  Augustine's,  Aylesford, 
Scray,  Shepway,  and  the  lathe  of  Sutton  at  Hone ; 
again  subdivided  into  a  number  of  small  hundreds. 
It  has  two  cities,  Canterbury,  and  Rochester,  two 
boroughs,  Maidstone  and  Queenborough,  four  of 
the  Cinque  Ports,   Dover,  Sandwich,   Romney, 
and  Hythe,  and  S3  market-towns,  viz.  Ashford, 
Bromley,  Cranbrook,  Crayford,  Cray,  Dartford,  Elt- 
ham,  Feversham,  Folkstone,  Goudhufst,  Graves- 
end,  Greenwich,  Lenham,  Lydd,  Mailing  Milton, 
Seven  Oaks,  Tenterden,  Tunbridge,  Westerham, 
Woolwich,    and    Wrotham;    containing    51,585 
houses,  inhabited  by  307»694  persons,  viz.  151,374 
males    and    156,950   females,   of  whom  43,953 
were  returned  as  employed  in  trade,  handicraft, 
and    manufactures,    and    54,194  in   agriculture. 
The  amount  of  assessment   under   the  property 
tax,  April  1806,  was  3,164,643/.,  and  the  assess- 
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ment  for  (he  maiDtenance  of  the  poor,  in  1803, 
was  a56t45Sl.t  being  at  the  rate  of  6$.  Sdl.  in 
the  pound.  The  arerage  acale  of  mortality  for 
10  years  appears  to  have  been  as  1  to  41  l-3d  of 
the  population.  By  a  return  delivered  to  the' 
House  of  Lords,  and  printed  in  1805,  it  appears 
that  the  area  of  this  county  is  146S  square  statute 
miles,  equal  to  935,680  statute  acres ;  the  number 
of  inhabitants  io  each  square  mile  contaioing  640 
acres,  310;  and  the  total  number  of  persons,  307fI90< 
The  principal  river  besides  the  Thames  is  the  Med- 
way,  which  comes  firom  Sussex,  and,  joined  by 
a  number  of  rivulets,  passes  Maidstone  and  Ro- 
chester and  fells  into  the  mouth  of  the  Thames 
between  the  isles  of  Sheppey  and  Grain.  The 
Stour  is  a  small  stream  which  passes  Canterbury, 
find  falls  into  the  sea  near  Sandwich,  and  the  Ro- , 
ther,  being  the  boundary  between  Kent  and  Sus- 
sex, falls  into  the  sea  at  Rye.  The  southern  part, 
called  the  Weald,  is  a  flat,  woody  tract,  having  a 
clayey  soil,  fruitful,  but  unhealthy  from  its  mois- 
ture ;  it  terminates  in  Romney  Marsh,  and  was  for- 
merly one  immense  forest,  inhabited  only  by  herds 
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fine  East  Kent  hops  so  much  in  repute  among 
those  who  brew  the  best  ale  and  porter.  The 
north-eastern  pait  of  the  county  towards  Dover 
has  a  hard  chalky  soil,  and  the  white  cliffs  which 
bound  the  island  here  give  it  that  striking  appear- 
ance whence  it  obtained  anciently  the  name  of  Al- 
bion. Two  chains  of  hills  run  through  the  middle 
of  Kent,  called  the  Upper  and  Lower  Hills.  The 
Midland  and  Western  districts  are>  a  happy  mix- 
ture of  hill  and  vale,  arable  and  pasture,  equal  in 
pleasantness  and  variety  of  product  to  any  part  of 
England.  Its  principal  productions  are  large  fat 
oxen,  hops»  fruit,  and  oak  timber.  The  air  is  in 
general  thick,  foggy,  and  warm,  from  its  nearness 
to  the  sea,  and  the  marshy  parts  are  very  unhealthy, 
the  inhabitants  being  much  afflicted  with  the 
a^ue. 

RXPRKSKNTATITE    HISTORY. 

This  county  is  near  the  metropolis  of  England, 
and  bounds  upon  the  ocean.  It  has  been  repre« 
sented  in  Parliament  from  the  earliest  period,  and 
has  the  honour  never  to  have  had  an  election  con- 
troverted by  petition,  except  in  the  single  instance 
of  Filmer  Honeywood,  esq.,  and  several  electors, 
who  petitioned  against  the  return  of  Sir  William 
Geary,  bart.  in  1796,  when  the  committee  deter- 
mined that  Sir  William  Geary  was  duly  electedt 
and  that  the  petitions  were  not  frivolous  nor  vexa- 
tious. 

POLITICAL  CHARACTER. 

This  opulent  and  flourishing  county  maintains 
a  proud  resistance  to  ministerial  and  aristocratic 
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influence,  and  has  demonstrated  its  zeal  for  inde- 
pendence by  the  noble  stand  it  has  made,  and  the 
triumph  it  baa  so  often  obtained  in  returning  Filmer 
Honey  wood,  esq.,  four  times  to  Parliament,  against 
the  combined  influence  of  the  church,  the  mini- 
stry, and  the  greatest  part  of  the  nobility  of  this 
county. 

It  must,  at  the  same  time  be  r^;retted  that  this 
constitutional  and  patriotic  spirit  has  never,  in  our 
time  been  able  to  establish  the  entire  independence 
of  the  county.  The  cathedrals  of  Canterbury  and 
Rochester ;  the  Ouke  of  Dorset,  Marquis  Cam- 
den,  and  other  opulent  noblemen,  and  the  over- 
whelming influence  which  the  government  pos- 
sesses over  the  dock-yards  of  Chatham,  Sbeemeas, 
Woolwich,  and  Deptfbrd  ;  the  arsenals,  garrisons, 
barracks,  and  custom-houses,  which  are  so  plen- 
tifully distributed  all  over  this  county,  give  the 
ministry  the  absolute  nomination  of  one  of  the 
memb^  and  he  in  return  manifests  his  gratitude 
by  never  voting  against  any  of  their  measures. 

This  county  is  chiefly  indebted  for  the  inde- 
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The  special  customs  incident  to  gavel-kind  in 
Kent  are. 

That  the  husband,  after  bis  wife's  death,  enjoys 
a  moiety  of  her  inheritance  in  gavel-kind  by  cour- 
tesy, whether  he  has  children  by  her  or  not,  un  t 
be  marries  again. 

The  wife,  sfter  the  death  of  her  husband,  has 
for  her  doweir  a  moiety  of  his  lands  in  gavel-kind, 
fiw  so  long  a  time  as  she  shall  continue  unmarried, 
and  in  chastity. 

The  tenant  of  gavel-kind  lands  is  kept  in  ward 
one  year  longer  than  is  permitted  by  the  common 
law,  that  is,  till  he  is  fifteen  years  of  age,  at  which 
time  he  is  of  sufficient  age  to  alien  his  estate  by 
feoffinent. 

Lands  in  gavel-kind,  if  the  tenant  commits  fe- 
lony, and  submits  to  the  judgment  of  the  law,  are 
not  forfeited ;  nor  do  they  escheat  to  the  king, 
or  other  lord  of  whom  they  are  holden  ;  nor  has 
the  king  year,  day,  and  waste  of  lands  in  gavel- 
kind, holden  of  a  common  person,  when  the  te- 
nant is  executed  for  felony. 

The  tenant  had  a  power  of  devising  lands  by 
will,  before  the  statute  for  that  purpose  was  made, 
in  the  S2d  year  of  King  Henry  VIII. 

Lands  in  gavel-kind  descend  to  all  the  sons  alike 
in  equal  portions  ;  and  if  there  are  no  sons,  then 
equally  among  the  daughters  ;  and  as  to  the  chat- 
ties, it  was  formerly  part  of  the  custom  of  this 
county  to  divide  them  after  the  funeral,  and  the 
debts  of  the  deceased  were  discharged  into  three 
parts,  if  he  left  any  lawful  issue  behind  him ;  of 
which  three,  one  portion  was  to  the  dead  for  the 
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performaiice  of  l^pacies ;  aootber  to  his  children 
for  education  ;  and  a  third  to  the  wife  for  her  sup- 
port and  maiDteaaDce. 

Furthermore,  if  the  tenant  of  garel-kind  lands 
withdraws  from  bia  lord  bis  due,reQta  and  aervices* 
the  custom  of  this  gives  the  lord  a  a^ial  and  so- 
Jetna  kind  c^  ceuavil,  called  gavel0,  by  which, 
unless  the  tenant  redeems  his  lands  by  payment  of 
the  arrearagea,  and  makes  reasoDahlet.amenda  for 
withholding  the  same,  they  become,  .fivfeited  to 
Ibelord,  and  be  enters  into  them,  i^id  occupiea 
them  as  his  own  demesnes. 

The  tenants  in  gavel-kind  in  Uiia  county  claim 
the  privilege,  that  where  a  writ  of  ngbt  is  brought 
concerning  gavel-kind  lands,  that  the  grand  anixe 
•ball  not  be  chosen  in  tbe  usual  manner  by  four 
knights,  but  by  four  tenants  in  garel-kiod,  who 
shall  not  associate  to  themselves  twelve  koights, 
but  that  number  of  tenants  iu  gavel-kind;  and 
further,  th«t  trial  by  battle  yhaU  not  be  allowed  in 
such  a  writ  for  these  lands. 

This  maritime  county  has  little  changed  in  its 


KENT.  57 

form  being  an  ai^le  stretching  into  the  sea.  This 
opinion  seems  to  be  well  founded,  from  such  a 
point  being  called  in  Scotland,  Cantir ;  Ptolemy 
calls  the  inhabitants  of  another  point  in  North 
Britain,  Cantae,  and  the  Cangani  were  possessed 
of  such  an  angle  in  .Wales. 

This  county,  according  to  Csesar,  was,  in  the 
time  of  the ; Britons,  governed  by  four  petty  kings, 
or  rather  by  four  of  the  principal  inhabitants,  ap« 
pointed  to  defend  them  against  thenr  enemies* 
Caesar  being  in  Gaul,  obtained  such  a  knowledge 
of  this  island,  as  to  enable  himto  invade  it  twice 
with  some  success;  and,  by  repeated  attempts, 
the  Romans  became  not  only  masters  of  Kent,  but 
of  all  England,  when  this  county  was  put  under 
the  government  of  Britannia  Prima.  But  th« 
Romans  being  afterwards  obliged  to  leave  tte 
island,  the  Britons  elected  several  princes  ;  and  it 
last  chose  Vortigern  their  chief,  in  order  to  step 
the  ravages  of  the  Picts  and  Scots.  And,  by  con- 
sent of  his  people,  he  invited  the  Saxons  to  lis 
assistance,  who  landed  with  the  Angles  and  Jutes, 
under  their  two  leaders,  Hengist  and  Horsa,  in  Ihe 
Isle  of  Thanet,  in  this  county.  Having  joiied 
with  Vortigern,  and  assisted  him  in  the  conqiest 
of  his  enemies,  Hengist  obtained  the  governnent 
of  Kent.  Soon  after.  South  Britain  was  divided 
into  seven  petty  kingdoms,  called  the  Heptaichy; 
the  first  of  them  was  thatof  Kent,  which  had  suc- 
cessively seventeen  kings ;  the  last  was  Baidredf 
when  Egbert  conquered  Kent ;  then,  after  being  ? 
separate  kingdom  379  years,  it  became  jsubject  tc 
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the  SaxQD  apd  paa»h  kings  of  England,  until  the 
Norman  Coiiqueit. 

William  the  Conqueror  baving  fougbt  the  battte 
at  Hastip^  in  Sussex,  was  marching  towards 
London,  when  he  was  met  by  a  large  body  of  the 
men  of  Kent,  each  canying  a  bough  or  limb  of  » 
Tree  io' his  hand.  This  army,  which  had  the  ap- 
learance  of  a  moving  wood,  boldly  marched  up  to 
Lim,  and  demanded  the  preservation  of  their  liber- 
teskand  informed  William  they  were  determined 
to  die  before  they  would  he  deprived  of  them,  and 
»ubm)t:to  bondage;  but  if  be  would  grant  them 
Iheirequitable  request,  they  would  submit  to  bis 
jovernmeot.  William,  being  so  much  struck  with 
4)6  spirit  and  justice  of  their  request,  wisely 
granted  what  they  asked,  and  thus  were  they  suf- 
fered to  retain  those  ancient  customs  for  which 
th^s  county  bas  ever  since  been  so  justly  distin- 
guisbed. 

The  Conqueror,  thus  possessed  of  Kent,  secured 
it  by  appointing  a  constable  of  Dover  Castle,  and 
contituting  him  governor  of  &ve  ports,  with  the 


KENT.  59 

for  the  whole  county  at  large,  yet  he  usually  con- 
fines his  acting  in  that  office,  (except  upon  extra- 
ordinary occasions),  to  that  district  of  the  two  in 
which  he  resides,  and  in  common  matters  to  that 
particular  division  of  justices  of  the  lath  and  hun- 
dred to  which  he  belongs. 

Each  district  holds  its  own  court  of  sessions 
four  times  in  the  year :  viz.  twice  originally,  and 
twice  by  adjournment ;  the  eastern  district  origif- 
na.lly  at  the  Old  Castle  of  Canterbury,  from  whence 
it  is  adjourned  for  the  western  district  to  the 
county-town  of  Maidstone ;,  and  the  western  dis- 
trict originally  at  Maidstone,  from  whence  it  is 
adjourned  for  the  eastern  district  to  Canterbury. 


COUNTIES,  CITIES.  AND  BOROUGHS. 


CANTERBURY  CITY. 

Caittxrburt  Ciit>  in  the  hundred  of  Bridge 
and  ^tham,  lathe  of  St.  Auguitine,  Kent,  the 
capital  of  the  county,  55i  miles  from  London,  an 
anihbishop's  Bee,  and  the  metropolitaa  of  all  Eng- 
land. It  is  situated  in  a  pleasant  valley  between 
bills  of  a  moderate  height  and  easy  ascent,  with 
fine  springs  rising  fiom  them  ;  besides  which  the 
river  Stour  pastes  here,  and  dividing  into  several 
small  streams,  form  islands  of  various  sizes,  in  one 
of  which  the  west  part  of  the  city  stands.  It  con- 
tains ISparishes,  3,018  houses.and  10,498  inhabit- 
ants, being  4,489  males  and  6,009  females,  of  whom 
1,4M  were  returned  as  being  employed  in  trade 
and  manufacture.  It  was  the  Durovemum  of  the 
Romans.  The  Britons  called  it  Caer  Kent,  that 
is,  the  city  of  Kent.  It  is  mentioned  as  a  city  in 
Antoninus's  Itinerary,  and  its  ancient  importance 
appears  from  the  strong  military  causeways  leading 
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timte  destroyed  by  fire:  the  present  was  built 
about  the  year  1 174  ;  but  not  entirely  completed 
till  the  reign  of  Henry  Y.  A  number  of  kings» 
princes,  cardinals,  and  bishops,  are  buried  in  it. 
The  four  principal  streets  are  disposed  in  the  form 
of  a  cross,  and  divided  into  six  wards,  subdivided 
into  91  streets,  56  lanes,  and  63  alleys.  It  is 
called  the  city  and  county  of  the  city  of  Canter- 
bury. Every  Monday  a  court  is  held  at  Guildhall 
for  civil  and  criminal  causes,  and  every  other 
Tuesday  for  the  government  of  the  city.  The  ma- 
gistrates have  authority  to  try  capital  offences 
within  their  liberty,  the  mayor  sitting  as  judge» 
assisted  by  the  recorder,  who  pronounces  the  sen- 
tence. Great  improvements  have  been  made  here 
within  the  last  15  years.  The  streets,  which  were 
formerly  paved  with  flints^  are  now  smooth  pave- 
ments ;  all  the  old  signs  and  projecting  buildings 
removed,  and  well  lighted  with  lamps,  and  a  well- 
regulated  watch  set  at  ten  o'clock.l  A  slip  of  land, 
called  Dunge-hill^  of  about  six  acres,  having  an 
artificial  mount,  is  now  converted  into  a  city  malU 
the  sides  adorned  with  spiral  walks  to  the  top,  the 
old  towers  with  shrubberies,  and  the  old  ramparts 
are  also  converted  into  a  beautiful  terrace.  The 
Guildhall,  in  High-street,  is  a  handsome  and  lofty 
building,  adorned  with  the  portraits  of  the  city 
benefactors.  Its  manufactories  are  worsted,  silk, 
and  cotton ;  the  former  furnishes  employment  for 
several  hundred  persons,  particularly  that  called 
Canterbury  muslins.^  The  city  is  surrounded  on 
all  sides  with  extensive  hop  grounds,  and  is  famed 
for  its  excellent  brawn.  The  diocese  of  Canter- 
bury contains  357  parishes,  besides  chapels,  in 
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Kent,  tDd  about  TOO  more  in  other  dioceses.  These 
are  called  peculiars,  it  being  an  ancient  privilege  of 
this  see,  that  wheresoever  the  archbishop  had  ma- 
nors or  advowsons,  the  place  was  exempted  from 
the  jurisdiction  of  the  ordinary  of  the  diocese 
where  it  was  situate,  and  was  deemed  in  the  diocese 
of  Cuiterbury.  The  archbishop  is  primate  and 
metropolitan  of  all  England,  and  is  the  first  peer 
in  the  realm,  having  precedence  of  all  dukes,  not 
of  the  blood  royal,  and  of  all  the  great  officers  of 
state.  At  coronations,  he  places  the  crown  on  the 
king's  head,  and  wherever  the  court  may  be,  the 
king  and  queen  are  his  proper  domestic  parish- 
ioners. The  Bishop  of  London  is  his  provincial 
dean ;  the  Bishop  of  Winchester  his  sub-dean  ; 
the  Bishop  of  Lincoln  his  chancellor ;  and  the 
Bishop  of  Rochester  his  chaplain.  To  the  cathe- 
dral belongs  one  archbishop,  one  dean,  one  chan- 
cellor, one  archdeacon,  twelve  prebends,  six 
preachers,  six  minor  canons,  six  substitutes, 
twelve  lay  clerks,  ten  choristers,  two  masters,  fifty 
scholars,  and  twelve  almsmen.  The  mayor  is 
chosen  14th  September,  and  sworn  in  on  St.  Mi- 
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Ordered :  "  To  be  referred  lo  the  Committee  of 
Privileges/' 

March  d,  1696.     Petition  withdrawn. 

March  30,  171  ^.  A  petition  of  Sir  Francis 
Head,  bart.,  against  the  return  of  John  Hardress, 
esq.,  by  means  of  threats,  illegal  votes,  and  othet 
undue  practiceSb 

No  determination. 

ParK  16.  John  Trotter,  esq.,  James  Wincb^ 
and  other  voters,  petitioned. 

Pari.  18.  George  Gipps,  esq«,  and  Sir  John  Ho« 
neywood,  bart.,  petitioned. 

• 

CORPORATION. 

It  is  governed  by  a  mayor,  a  recorder,  19  alder-> 
men>  a  sheriff,  94  common-councilmen,  a  sword^ 
bearer,  and  four  sergeants  at  mace.  A  court  is 
held  every  Monday  at  the  Guildhall  for  civil  and 
criminal  causes,  and  every  other  Tuesday  for  the 
government  of  the  city.  It  is  divided  into  six 
wards.  At  the  beginning  of  Henry  III.,  it  was 
governed  by  bailiffs;  but  in  the  96th  of  Henry  VI. 
it  was  changed  into  the  above  mayoralty,  anno 
1449. 

RIGHT   OP   ELECTION 

Is  vested  in  the  Freemen. 
Number  op  voters — 1000. 
Returning  oppicbr — the  Sheriff. 

POLITICAL   CHARACTER. 

This  city  is  entirely  independent  in  its  election 
of  members  of  Parliament,  and  is  neither  under 
the  influence  or  control  of  any  patron  or  leading 
man. 
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ROCHESTER  CITY. 

RocHBSTKR,  a  city  containing  three  paiisltes  in 
the  lathe  of  Ayleafbrd*  Kent,  situated  in  an  angte 
of  the  river  Medway,  7i  miles  from  Maidstone^ 
and  30  from  London ;  containing  940  boaaea  and 
■5,645  inhabitants,  exclusive  of  Stroud,  viz,  S,481 
males  and,  3,l64  females,  of  whom  783  were  em^ 
ployed  in  trade.  It  was  called  by  the  Britons 
DourbryM,  by  the  Romans  Durobrivm,  and  by  the 
Saxons  RoffcoMter,  from  whence  its  present  name. 
A  church  was  first  erected  here  about  the  year 
600,  by  Etbelbert  king  of  Kent,  whi(^  was  rebuilt 
about  the  11th  century,  by  Bishop  Guodulph, 
and  consecrated  in  1130  by  ihe  Archbishop  of 
Canterbury,  in  the  presence  of  Henry  I.  Th^ 
present  steeple  was  erected  about  the  year  1749. 
Gundulph's  Tower,  or  the  castle  on  the  north 
side  of  thQ  cathedral,  is  supposed  to  have  been 
origiually  erected  by  that  bishop, .  as  a  repository 
for  the  archives  and  treasures  of  the  see.    It  was 
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(actions  toward  keeping  the  same  in  repair.    This 
bridge  is  660  feet  long  and  \5  broad.    It  is  formed 
with  1 1  arches,  the  largest  being  about  40  feet 
wide.    The  last  repairs  of  the  city  walls  and  castle 
appear  to  have  been  in  the  reign  of  Edward  YI., 
from  which  time  they  hjave  been  suffered  to'  go 
to  decay.     Several  attempts  have  been  made  to 
pull  the  castle  down,  but  it  was  found  too  durable 
to  pay  for  the  expense  of  re-iscaling  the  stones* 
This  castle  is  so  lofty  that  it  may  be  seen  at  the 
distance  of  30  miles.    The  two  towns  are  con- 
nected by  a  long  row  of  buildings  on  a  gentle  emi- 
nence, called  the  Bank.     In  the  cemetery,  on  the 
north  side  of  the  cathedral,  is  the  church  belonging 
to  the  parish  of  St.  Nicholas.     The  episcopal  pa- 
lace is  at  Bromley,  no  bishop  having  resided  here 
since  the  Reformation.     The  town-hall,  erected 
in  1687,  is  a  handsome  brick  structure,  supported 
by  stone  columns  of  the  Doric  order ;  the  area  is 
paved  with   Purbeck  stone,  at  the  back  part  of 
which  is  the  city  gaol.     The  entrance  to  the  hall 
is  by  a  spacious  stair-case,  the  ceiling  of  which,  as 
well  as  that  of  the  hall,  is  curiously  ornamented. 
Here  the  city  business  is  transacted,  and  the  as- 
sizes for  the  county  sometimes  held..    The  clock- 
house  was  built  in   16S6,  at  the  expense  of  Sir 
Cloudesley  Shovel,  who  also  gave  the  clock  :  the 
whole  repaired  and  beautified  at  the  city's  expense 
in  177 1.    The  main  street  is  wide  and  well  paved, 
in  it  formerly  stood  the  corn-market  cross.     Near 
the  custom-house  is  a  building  founded  for  the 
reception  of  six  poor  travellers,  who,  being  neither 
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Thievet  nor  Proctors,  are  to  receive  one  night's 
lodging,  food,  and  ^d.  each. 

The  river  Medway  has  an  excellent  oyster 
fishery,  and  the  ■  mayor  holds  an  admiralty  court 
relating  to  the  river  annually.  The  Roman  road, 
called  Watling-street,  passes  through  this  town 
irom  Shooter* s-hill  to  Dover. 

Many  lands  in  this  county  are  still  held  by  th« 
ancient  tenure  of  castte-guard  ;  that  is,  upon  con- 
dition that  the  teaant,  in  bis  turn,  should  mount 
guard  at  the  castle;  but  a  composition  is  taken 
for  this  service,  which  the  tenants  are  obliged  to 
pay;  for,  upon  the  day  appointed,  a  flag  is  hung 
out  from  that  part  of  the  castle  which  is  stilt  kept 
in  repair,  and  such  of  the  tenants  as  do  not  then 
appear  and  pay  their  quit-rents,  are  liable,  at  Ro- 
chester, to  have  them  doubled  at  every  return  of 
the  Med  way. 

SEFRKSBNTATITE    BISXOBY. 

This  city  returned  members  to  Parliament  from 
the  SSrd  of  Edward  I.  to  the  present  time. 

Petitioks,  &c.     Nov.  3,  l6S0.     A  petition  of 


R0CHE8TER-4HTY.  *  Qf 

CORPORATION. 

^Qfi\ie$XBt  waf  made  a  iqayor-town  1  Edw.  IV; 
Hei^  #1^9  by  iU  ]ncx)cpc>ratioD  16 19)  a  mayor, 
i^^rdeir,  U  aldermeiit  aad  13  common-council,  at 
toworclierk,  three  sergeants  at  mace,  and  a  water- 
bailiff.  Once  a  year,  or  oftener,  the  mayor  and 
citizens  of  Rochester  hold  what  is  called  an  admi-> 
ralty-court,  to  appoint  times  when  oysters  shall 
be  taken  out  of  their  fishery,  and  settle  the  quan«« 
tity  e^cb  drudger  shall  tabe  in  a  day. 

RIGHT  OF  SLSCTIOK 

I9  in  all  the  Freemen  not  receiving  alms  or  chaM 
fity-    March  S,  1807. 

NyiptaEft  OF  voTBRS — ^630^ 
R£TURVi>'P  OFFiCER-^the  Mayor. 
Fatrox — Admiralty,  one  member. 

POLITIC Ai;>   9H4^ACT9R« 

This  city,  owing  to  its  being  in  the  vicinity  of 
Chatham,  feels  the  influence  of  the  admiralty, 
dock-yard,  custom-house,  and  revenue  officers,  too 
powerfully  to  assert  a  claim.to  actual  independence. 
The  number  of  its  electors  not  being  limited  to  a 
self-elected  corporation,  prevents  their  representa- 
tion from  being  entirely  at  the  disposal  of  the  ad- 
miralty ;  but  it  has  always  been  customary  to  com- 
pliment that  board  with  the  recommendation  of 
one  of  them. 

James  Hulkes,  esq.,  an  eminent  banker  of  the 
city,  is  at  the  head  of  the  independent  interest, 
suppiorted  by  Mr.  Larkins,  a  person  of  consider-* 
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able  talents,  and  a  very  respectable  part  or  the 
corporation. 

Mr.  Hulkes  has  represented  the  city  himself, 
and  in  1706  succeeded  in  returning  both  members ; 
but  the  iofluence  of  goverament  bas  at  all  other 
times  prevailed  in  bringing  in  one  of  its  repre- 
sentatives. 

MAIDSTONE. 

Maidstoke,  a  borough  in  the  hundred  of 
Maidstone,  and  lathe  of  Aylesfbrd  ;  the  county 
town  of  Kent,  34$  miles  from  London,  on  the  river 
Medway,  over  which  it  has  a  bridge  of  seven 
arehes,  and  whence  it  is  supposed  to  derive  its 
name.  It  contains  1,330  houses  and  8,037  inha- 
bitants, viz.  3,835  males  and  4,193  females,  of 
whom  6,196  were  returned  as  being  employed  in 
various  trades  and  manufoctures,  and  1 ,306  in  agri- 
culture. It  consistsof  four  principal  streets,  which 
meet  at  the  market-cross.  The  greatest  trade  of 
the  town  arises  from  the  extensive  hop  plantations 
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send  members  to  Parliament,  but  lost  it  on  account 
of  Wyatt's  rebellion,  and  regained  it  in  the  9d  of 
Queen  Elizabeth. 

Petitions,  &c.  Jan.  5,  1701.  A  petition  of 
Thomas  Colepepper,  esq.,  against  the  return  of 
Thomas  Blisse,  esq.,  whose  agents  treated  and 
bribed  the  electors,  and  in  a  tumultuous  manner, 
with  trumpets  and  horsemen,  paraded  the  town, 
broke  open  the  doors  and  windows  of  some^  and 
not  only  threatened,  but  attempted  to  fire  the 
houses  of  others,  who  had  declared  in  favour  of  the 
petitioner,  and  that  Mr.  Blisse  was  returned  also 
by  means  of  unqualified  voters,  who  received  alms, 
or  lived  in  alms-houses. 

Feb.  g.  Sir  Rowland  Gwynn  reported,  **  That  . 
it  appeared  to  the  committee,  that  upon  the  poll 
there  were 
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.    Mr.  Colepepper ..337 
*'  That  the  right  of  election  was  agreed  to  be  in 
the  Freemen  not  receiving  alms  or  charity.*' 

The  counsel  for  Mr.  Blisse  insisted,  that  there 
were  more  who  received  alms,  who  voted  for  the 
petitioner  than  for  his  client;  and  they  would 
clear  him  from  ill  practices,  and  prove  such  prac- 
tices against  the  petitioner  ;  and  several  witnesses 
proved  a  libel  on  the  part  of  the  petitioner,  in  cir- 
culating a  printed  paper,  called  *^  A  Letter  to  the 
Freeholders  and  Freemen  of  England.*' 

Thacker,  another  witness,  said,  that  Dr. 

Smith,  Mr.  Thomas  Colepepper,  and  others,  dined 
at  Sir  Thomas  Colepepper's,  and  one  of  them  said 
Mr.  Howe  had  delivereil  an  address  to  the  king, 
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who  had  rtctired  it  with  a  particdlar  faroar:-^ 
Pr.  Smith  aaid  it  waa  a  d-r-sh  lie,  and  the  patty 
would  say  any  thing,  but  they  must  ontlie  tkent. 

Resolved :  "  That  Thomas  BJitse,  eaq.,  is  duly 
elected  a  burgess  to  terve  in  Parltameat  for  chit 
boroi^h." 

"  That  Thbons  Colepepper,  esq.,  has  been 
guilty  of  cdrrUpt,  scandalous,  and  indirect  prac^ 
tices,.  in  endeavouHog.  t6  proeure  himself  to  be 
elected  a  burgess  to  serve  id  ParliaoidDt  for  this 
borough." 

The  first  resolutiotr  bciing  read  twice,  tu  agreed 
to  by  the  House. 

The  second  resolution  being  redd  a  iecond  time* 
a  printed  libel  (sent  ins  letter  by  Mr.  Colepepper,) 
was  read,  entitled,  "  A  letter  to  the  Freeholder* 
and  Freemen  of  England,"  an  amended  one  Was 
proposed  and  agreed  to,  by  adding  these  words 
after  ■  esquire,'  "  who  was  one  of  the  instniments 
in  promoting  and  presenting  the  scandalous,  io- 
solent,  and  sedttioits  petition,  called  the  Kentish 
petitioDi  to  the' last  Hoiiss  of  Commons," 
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a   miflundersiandfiiiig  between  the  king  and  his 
people." 

Resolved  :  *<  That  Thomas  Colepepper,  esq.,  is 
guilty  of  promoting  the  said  scandalous,  villainqus, 
and  groundless  reflection  upon  the  said  House  of 
Commons ;  atid  that  the  said  Thomas  Colepepper, 
for  his  said  offence,  be  committed  to  his  majesty's 
gaol  of  Newgate ;''  and 

Ordered :  *'  That  his  majesty's  attorney-general 
do  prosecute  the  said  Thomas  Colepepper  for  his 
said  crimes/' 

Oct.  S4,  1702.  A  petition  of  Sir  Thomas  Twis- 
den,  bart.,  and  Thomas  BHsse,  e^q.,  against  the 
return  of  Sir  Robert  Marsham  and  Sir  Thomas 
Roberts,  by  means  of  bribery  and  other  unlawful 
practices. 

Bribery,  &c.  being  proved,  both  against  the  pe- 
titioners and  sitting  members,  it  was 

Resolved :  **  That  Sir  Robert  Marsham,  Sir 
Thomas  Roberts,  Sir  Thomas  Twisden,  barts.,  and 
Thomas  Blisse,  esq.,  are  none  of  them  duly  elected ; 
which  being  read  twice,  was  agreed  to  by  the 
House. 

Resolved  :  ''  That  the  late  election  of  burgesses 
for  the  said  borough  is  a  void  election  ;"  and 

^*  That  no  new  writ  be  issued  during  this  ses- 
sion for  electing  burgesses  for  the  said  borough  /' 
and  further 

Resolved :  *'  That  Gervas  Heley,  being  guilty 
of  indirect  and  corrupt  practices,  in  order  to  pro- 
cure members  to  be  elected  for  this  borough,  be, 
for  his  said  offence,  committed  to  the  custody  of 
the  sergeant  at  arms.'' 
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Dec.  1,  1710.  A  petition  of  Sir  Richard  B^ale 
against  the  return  of  Sir  Robert  Marshanii  by 
meauB  of  bribery  and  several  other  indirect  pi»c- 
tices.    . 

No  determination. 

Farl.  7.  Sir  Buroham  Rider,  kat.,  and  John 
Hamilton,  esq.,  petitioned. 

Perl.  IS.  The  mayor  and  some  of  the  freemen 
(in  the  interest  of  Christopher  Hull,  esq.,)  peti- 
tioned against  the  election  of  Oliver  de  Lancey, 
esq.  On  the  l^th  of  May,  the  chairman  reported, 
that  Oliver  de  Lancey  was  duly  elected,  and  that 
the  petition  and  the  opposition  made  to  it  was 
□ot  fi-ivolons  or  vexatious. 

Imp.  Pari.  3.  Sir  Matthew  Btoxam  and  some 
of  the  voters  petitioned  against  the  election  of 
George  Longman  and  Geoi^e  Simpson,  eaqrs.,  but 
the  committee  found  the  sitting  members  duly 
elected,     Feb.—,  1807. 

CORFORATlOir. 

The  town  of  Maidstone  was  anciently  governed 

by  a  portreeve  and  twelve  brethren,  and  continued 
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mained  till  Queen  Elizabeth,  by  her  letters  patent 
December  4,  in  her  9d  year,  again  incorporated  it 
with  the  lilce  style  as  before,  and  some  other 
additional  privileges,  among  which  was  a  con- 
firmation of  their  ancient  prescriptive  right  of 
sending  two  burgesses  to  Parliament,  the  granting 
to  the  mayor  the  authority  of  a  justice  of  the 
peace,  and  the  exempting  of  the  townsmen  from 
foreign  sessions. 

Some  years  after  which,  several  doubts  arising 
concerning  the  validity  and  meaning  of  the  dif- 
ferent parts  of  the  last  mentioned  letters  patent, 
a  third  charter  of  incorporation  was  granted  to 
this  town  by  King  James  I.,  by  letters  patent, 
dated  Dec.  31,  in  his  Sd  year,  anno  1684%  by  the 
name  and  style  of  ^^  mayor,  jurats,  and  common* 
alty  of  the  king's  town  and  parish  of  Maidstone/' 
wherein  -all  the  privileges  of  the  former  were  con- 
firmed, and  new  ones  granted  by  it.  After  which 
a  fourth  charter  was  likewise  granted  by  the  same 
king,  in  his  17th  year,  anno  I6l9*  King  Charles 
II.,  by  letters  patent  in  his  34th  year,  anno  1683, 
incorporated  this  town  anew,  by  the  like  style 
and  title  as  the  former;  which  charter  was  made 
use  of  in  the  government  of  this  place  till  the  Re- 
volution in  16S8,  after  which  it  was  entirely  laid 
aside. 

In  the  reign  of  King  George  II.  this  corporation 
being  dissolved  by  judgment  of  ouster  against  its 
principal  members,  upon  informations  of  quo  war- 
ranto^  a  new  charter  was  granted  by  that  king,  by 
letters  patent  dated  at  Westminster,  June  17>  in  his  . 
2 1st  year,  anno  174S  ;  in  which  it  is  recited,  that 
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diren  disputes  having  arisen  of  late  within  this 
totro  and  cdrporatioD,  and  infonnatioos  in  nature 
of  yuo  warranto  haring  been  prosecuted  in  the 
King's  Bench,  and  judgment  of  outter  obtained 
Against  all  the  acting  jurats,  so  that  the  corporation 
vtz»  then  dissolved,  and  the  town  iueflpable  of  en> 
joying  their  liberties  and  franchises,  tberefiare  the 
king,  for  divers  causes  therein  mentioned,  upon 
the  petition  of  the  freemen,  freeholders,  and  other 
inhabitants  of  the  king's  town  and  parish  of  Maid- 
stone, granted  that  the  town  and  parish  should  be 
a  fi-ee  toWh  and  parish  of  itself;  and  thait  the  inba- 
bitants  of  the  same  should  be  one  body  politic 
and  corporate,  by  the  name  of  the  mayor,  j'urats, 
and  commonalty  of  the  king's  town  and  parish  of 
Maidstone,  in  the  county  of  Kent,"  and  by  that 
name  to  have  perpetual  saccession,  and  to  acquis 
and  hold  lands,  &c.  and  to  alien  the  sattie,  and  6y 
the  aforementioned  natfie  to  plead  and  be  Im- 
pleaded ;  and  that  they  and  their  succeSsOra  niight 
have  a  comibon  seal,  Md  might  break,  change, 
and  new  make  the  same  at  their  Ifkmg  ;  and  that 


«. 
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mayor,  jurats,  and  common-coancilmen,  should 
have  poDtrer,  upon  public  summons,  to  make  bye- 
laws  ;  and  that  tb^  jurats  should  be  elected  by  the 
raayor,  jurats  and  couimon-councilmen,  duly  as- 
sembled; and  the  common-councilmen  in  like 
matiher,  with  a  fine  at  the  discretion  of  the  said 
mayor,  &c.  fbr  their  Refusal  of  those  offices,  any  of 
whoni  should  be  removed  by  the  mayor,  &c.,  duly 
assembled,  for  any  sufficient  crime  or  notorious 
offence ;  and  that  the  jurats  should  assemble  on 
the  Sd  day  of  November  yearly  within  the  said 
tdtf  b,  and  then  nominate  i^o  meti,  then  being 
jurats,  for  the  rest  of  the  jurats  and  cbmmonalty 
then  present  to  elect  one  oiit  of  the  two  to  be  * 
mayor ;  and  that  the  person  so  chosen  should  take 
an  oath  before  the  then  last  mayor,  or  in  his  ab- 
sence ihe  two  senior  f  jurats  then  present,  for  the 
due  execution  of  his  office ;  and  in  case  of  his 
death,  that  a  successor  should  be  chosen  in  like 
manner ;  and  that  the  mayor,  in  case  of  sickness 
Or  absence,  should  appoint  one  of  the  jurtts  a  de- 
puty mayor  for  the  time  aforesaid ;  and  that  the 
mayor  and  jurats  should  elect  a  recorder,  (o  hold 
his  office  during  their  pleasure ;  and  that  he  should 
have  power  to  make  a  deputy  recorder  during  his 
pleasure ;  and  that  the  mayor,  jurats,  and  common 
council  should  appoint  otie  or  two  sergieants  at 
mace,  who  should  bear  one  or  two  gilt  or  silver 
maces,  engraved  with  the  king's  arms,  every  where 
within  the  said  toivn  and  parish  before  the  mayor. 
By  the  above  charter  the  corporation  act  at  this 
time,  their  exclusive  jurisdiction  as  such  extend- 
ing.over  the  town  and  parish  of  Maidstone,  and  on 
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the  river  Medway,  from  Eatt  Farleigh  Bridge  to 
B  piece  of  land  called  Hawkwood,  ia  Burham,  in 
9II  matten  whatsoever  as  within  the  same;  and  for 
the  cognizance  and  determination  of  actions  and 
replevins  to  the  further  extent  of  the  towns  and 
parishes  of  East  Farleigb,  Barmiog,  Loze,  Boxley, 
AUington,  Linton,  and  Otham,  and  the  hamlets 
ofMithale  in  Ayleaford,  and  Newbytbe,  in  the 
parish  of  East  Mailing. 

BIGHT  OP  ELECTION 

Is  in  the  Freemen  not  receiving  alms  or  charity, 
7th  Feb.  170I.    8tb  Dec.  1702. 
Number  or  totbbs — 600. 
Rbtubnino  officbe — the  Mayor. 

POLITICAL  CHABACTEB. 

This  borough  is  divided  into  a  ministerial  and 
opposition  parly;  the  former  generally  prevails  in 
returning  the  niembera. 

The  price  of  theaeats  is  from  threetofive  thousand 
pounds  each  at-every  election,  and  the  voters  re- 
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cured  the  citadel  by  drawing  up  the  ladder,  and 
barricading  the  entrance.  In  vain  he  implored 
them  **  to  come  down  and  save  their  country ;" 
they  would  listen  to  nothing  till  their  demands 
were  complied  with,  which  being  done^  they  suf- 
fered themselves  to  be  led  to  the  hustings,  as  a 
reserved  carpSj  to  decide  the  fate  of  tlie  day. 


QUEENBOROUGH. 

QuEBNBORouGH,  a  borough  and  market-town, 
situated  at  the  west  end  of  the  Isle  of  Sheppey, 
Kent,  at  the  mouth  of  the  Medway,  45  miles  from 
London  ;  containing  138  houses  and  545  inhabit- 
ants. The  houses  are  neat,  uniform,  and  regularly 
built.  The  chief  employment  here  is  in  fishing, 
principally  that  of  oysters  ;  but  it  has  a  small  cop- 
peras manufactory.  Near  the  centre  of  the  town 
is  a  newly  erected  Guildhall,  very  neatly  finished, 
and  supported  by  four  columns ;  beneath  which  is 
held  a  trifling  market,  and  it  contains  also  the 
town  gaol.  This  place  is  a  distinct  liberty  of  it- 
self, under  its  own  magistrates,  who  hold  quarterly 
courts  and  general  sessions  every  half  year. 

REPRESENTATIVE  HISTORY. 

This  borougii  was  first  represented  in  Parlia- 
ment  in  the  13th  of  Queen  Elizabeth. 

Petitions,  &c.  March  28,  1679.  A  petition 
of  Edward  Hales,  complaining  of  undue  practices 
used  by  the  mayor  of  this  borough  in  returning 
James  Herbert,  esq. 

No  determination. 
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Oct.  95^  1680.  A  petition  of  William  Glanville, 
esq. 

JaD.  8.  16S1.  Resolved:  "  That  James  Her- 
bert, eiq.f  is  not  dujy  elected." 

"  That  William  Glanville,  esq.,  is  duly  elected 
a  buigegs  to  serve  in  ParliameQt  for  this  borough;" 
which  resolutions  being  read  twice,  were  agreed 
to  by  the  House. 

Dec.  4,  1710.  A  petition  of  Sir  John  Jennings, 
knt.,   against  the  return  of  James  Herbert  and 
Thomas  King,  esqrs.,  by  means  of  gross  bribery 
and  other  undue  practices. 
No  determination. 

March  3,  1713.  A  petition  of  James  Herbert, 
esq.,  against  the  return  of  Charles  Fauthersby,  by 
means  of  bribery  and  various  other  corrupt  prac- 
tices. 

6.     Petition  withdrawn. 

Oct.  35,  \7Sa.  A  petition  of  John,  Lord  Vis- 
count Carmicbael  and  Colonel  Thomas  King 
against  the  return  of  John  Cope  and  James  Lyt- 
tleton,  esqrs.,  by  means  of  bribery  and  other  un- 
lawfui    piiictic't's — ami    also   (iouhtina-   llie 
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April  18,  1799.  Resolved:  "That  the  right 
of  admitting  bui^esses  is  in  the  mayor}  jurats,  and 
bailiffs  only. 

CORPORATION, 

The  burgesses  were  first  incorporated  by  Edward 
III.,  who  granted  to  them  the  privilege  of  choos- 
ing, annually,  a  mayor  and  two  bailiffs.  The  pre- 
sent corporation  was  established  by  a  charter  of 
Charles  I.,  and  consists  of  a  mayor,  four  jurats, 
and  two  bailiffs,  a  constable,  town-sergeant,  and  a 
water-bailiff*.  It  has  likewise  the  cognizance  of 
pleas. 

RIGHT  OF  ELECTION. 

The  right  of  election  has  never  been  disputed  in 
Parliament.  But  in  17S9  it  was  agreed  to  be  in 
the  mayor,  jurats,  bailiffs,  and  burgesses. 

Returning  officer — the  Mayor. 

Patrons — Ordnance  and  Admiralty. 

Number  of  voters.  Before  Mr.  Crewe's  bill, 
there  were  153  ;  but  SI  being  disqualified  by  that 
bill,  there  are  only  ISh  At  present,  out  of  131 
persons  entitled  to  vote  for  this  borough,  S3  hold 
places  under  the  ordnance,  and  1 1  under  the  ad- 
miralty, of  whose  situations  and  emoluments  we 
have,  here  annexed  a  correct  account.  There  are 
also  seven  officers  in  the  navy,  one  in  the  artillery, 
and  14  or  15  ordnance  labourers  on  the  gun- 
wharfs  at  Sheerness  and  Purfleet.  In  time  of  war 
the  ordnance  interest  is  considerably  encreased  by 
the  employment  of  Queenboreugh  boats,  and  extra 
draft  for  carrying  stores. 
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POLITICAL   CHABACTEB. 

This  borough  has  been  very  justly  considered 
fur  many  years  as  a  gOTernment  borough ;  for  there 
has  been  do  iastance  since  1737t  although  there 
has  been  many  contested  eleclioDS.of  any  member 
being  returned  in  opposition  to  administration. 
From  1727  to  1754,  the  elections  were  carried  011 
by  the  united  interests  of  government  and  Captain 
Evans,  who  resided  in  this  place,  and  had  the  lead 
for  many  years  in  the  corporation.  From  175 1 
until  the  present  time,  the  interest  has  been  di- 
vided between  the  boards  of  ordnance  and  admi- 
ralty ;  each  has  constantly  carried  a  member ;  and 
for  the  last  sixteen  years,  by  the  mere  power  of 
office,  in  opposition  to  the  corporation,  and  to  the 
influence  of  the  Evans  family. 

The  systematic  application  of  the  patronage  of 
the  board  of  ordnance  to  the  purposes  of  acquiring 
an  influence  in  this  borough,  has  been  attended 
with  a  pn^essive  increase  of  their  establishment 
on  the  Tbames  and  Medway,  and  a  very  Ui^ 
addition  to  tiic  pxpeiist;  of  carrying  on  the 
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in  their  opinions  on  the  subject.  On  the  conclu- 
sion of  the  last  war,  Lord  Townshend,  the  master- 
general  of  the  ordnance,  ordered  the  establishment 
(the  expense  of  which  was  then  9501.  per  annum 
less  than  at  present,)  to  be  reduced^  But  it  has 
since,  by  his  successor  the  Duke  of  Richmond, 
been  thought  necessary  to  be  encreased. 

This  town,  which  is  the  most  principal  in  the 
Isle  of  Sheppy,  has  the  greatest  claim  to  antiquity. 
Its  castle  was  erected  so  early  as  Edward  III.,  who 
is  said,  likewise  to  have  built  the  town  in  honour 
of  his  queen.     The  castle  appears  to  have  been 
erected  not  only  for  defence,  but  as  a  place  of  re- 
fuge whenever  the  inhabitants  were  invaded.   The 
castle  becoming  ruinous,  was*  repaired  by  Henry 
VI 11.,  who,  at  the  same  time,  caused  block-houses 
to  be  erected  along  the  sea-coast.  This  town  seems 
to  have  been  one  of  those  that  were  not  suffered 
to  exercise  the  first  right  of  citizens,  that  of  send-* 
ing  representatives   to  Parliament,  until  royalty 
chose  to  extend  to  them  the  privilege.     And  this 
essential  franchise  to  the  liberty  of  the  subject  was 
not  allowed  to  the  inhabitants  until  the   12th  of 
Elizabeth. 
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List  of  Places  under  the  Ordnance  and  Navy 
Boarda,  held  by  the  Freemen  of  Qtieenborough, 
with  their  Annual  Salaries,  and  the  Number  of 
Freemen   holding  them  respective  under  the 

Ordnance. 


Purveyor  of  Shipping 

StorekeeperatSheerness  100     0  0 
And  Barrack  Master,  at 

3s.  per  day 54    15  0 


Clerk  of  the  Survey  at  Woolwich 
Clerk  of  the  Checque  at  Sheerness 
Clerk  of  the  Survey  at  Chatham 
Clerk  in  theClerk  of  llie  Checque's 

office,  at  Sheerness    

Overseer  of  Labourer's  at  Sheer- 


£ 

i.d. 

170 

0  0 

134 

\5  0 

100 

0  n 

60 

0  0 

130 

0  0 
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N0.0 

Free- 
men. 


1 


23 


Names  of  PUces. 

\ 

Brought  forward. ^ .... 

Master  of  a  Sloop,  at  .£370  per 
ann.  for  himfself  and  seven  men 

Masters  of  Powder-Boats,  at  ^168 
per  ann.  each,  for  himself,  and 
to  find  two  men  and  a  boy  when 
on  service 

Masters  of  Sloops,  Powder-Boats^ 
or  Gun-Hoys,  at  <£48  per  ann. 
each   


Ann.  Stlariet. 


1039 


1 
2 
1 
1 
1 

11 


UNDER  THE  NAVY. 

Masters  of  Transports,  Lighters, 
or  Long-boats,  at  about  £4Q  per 
ann.  each  

Quarterman  in  Sheerness  Yard  . . 

Boatswains    

Ship  Carpenter 

Purser    

Gunner 


Dover 

Sandwich 

Hythe 

Romnev 


2  6 


270    0  0 


67s    0  0 


288     0  0 


2269     2  6 


200     0  0 


will  be  given  under  the  head 
of"CiNQUK  Ports." 
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LANCASTER— COUNTY. 

Lancashire  is  a  county  of  England,  bounded 
on  the  north  by  Cumberland,  Westmorelaod,  anld 
Yorkshire,  on  the  east  by  Yorkshire,  on  the  west 
by  the  Irish  Sea,  and  on  the  south  by  Cheshire. 
It  is  about  74  miles  long,  and  from  15  to  44  wide, 
and  contains  above  1,130,000  acres  of  land,  of 
which  above  3^,000  are  in  a  state  of  tillage, 
430,000  in  pasturage,  and  about  400,000  in  wood 
lands  and  uncultivated.  It  is  divided  into  six 
hundreds,  viz.  Amounderness,  Blackburn,  Ley- 
land,  Lonsdale,  Salford,  and  West  Derby ;  and 
contains  six  boroughs,  Clitheroe,  Lancaster,  Li- 
verpool, Newton,  Preston,  and  Wigan;  31  mar- 
ket'towns,  Blackburn,  Bolton,  Burnley,  Bury, 
Cartmel,  Chorley,  Colm,  Dalton,  Eccleston,  Gar- 
stang,  Haslingdon,  Hawkshead,  Hornby,  Kirk- 
ham,  Manchester,  Ormskirk,  BouUon,  Prescot, 
Rocbdale,  Ulverston,  and  Warrington,  beside  62 
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of  this  county  comprises  1,806  square  statute  miles, 
equal  to  1,155,S40  statute  acres;  the  number  of 
inhabitants  in  each  square  mile  containing  640 
acres  being  37^  ;  and  the  total  number  of  persons 
671,839.  Lancashire  lies  in  the  diocese  of  Chester 
and  province  of  York,  and  returns  14  members  to 
Parliament.  Its  principal  rivers  are  the  Mersey, 
Ribble,  Were,  and  Lune.  The  Mersey  rises  in 
Derbyshire,  and  after  receiving  several  smaller 
streams,  divides  that  county  from  Cheshire,  and 
falls  into  the  sea  at  Liverpool.  The  Ribble  rises 
in  Yorkshire,  and  crossing  the  county,  falls  into 
the  Irish  Sea  near  Preston.  The  Were  is  formed 
by  several  small  streams,  and  falls  into  the  Irish 
Sea  above  12  miles  north  of  the  Ribble,  and  the 
Lune  or  Loune  rises  near  Kirby  Lonsdale,  in 
Westmoreland,  and  fells  into  the  Irish  Sea  not  far 
from  Lancaster.  All  these  rivers  afford  excellent 
salmon,  and  the  Mersey  is  visited  by  annual  shoals 
of  smelts  called  sparlings,  of  remarkable  size  and 
flavour.  A  ridge  of  mountains  separates  Lanca- 
shire from  Yorkshire  ;  andy.  continuing  its  course 
through  some  other  counties,  has  been  called  The 
Back-hcne  of  England.  This  ridge  screens  the 
county  from  the  easterly  winds  and  their  attendant 
evils,  and  is  thought  to  cause  a  greater  quantity 
of  rain  than  in  the  more  interior  parts  of  the  king- 
dom, but  does  not  seem  to  make  the  climate  less 
wholesome.  Lancashire  has  some  local  advantages, 
which  have  been  the  cause  of  rendering  the  county 
so  famous  for  its  manufactures.  These,  in  a  great 
measure,  depend  on  the  two  material  articles  coal 
and  water,  the  former  of  which  lies  in  immense 
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beds  towards  the  southern  and  middle  part ;  and 
caonel  or  candle  coal  is  found  plentifutly  distri- 
buted. The  northern  and  north-eastern  districts 
produce  lime-stone;  and  near  Lancaster  is  an  ex- 
tensive quarry  of  excellent  stone,  which  admits  of 
a  fine  polish.  Blue  slate  is  obtained  in  large  quan- 
tities in  the  mountains  called  Coniston  and  Tel- 
berthwaite  Fells  near  Hawkeshead.  Copper  mines 
have  been  worked  in  the  north,  but  without  much 
success.  Scithe  stones  are  obtained  at  Rainford, 
well  wrought  upon  the  spot.  This  county  com- 
prises a  variety  of  soil  and  diversity  of  country ; 
but  in  general  it  is  one  of  those  which  have  been 
least  favoured  by  nature;  though,  as  a  commercial 
and  manufacturing  district,  it  has  of  late  years  en- 
creased  beyond  any  other  in  the  kingdom.  That 
disjointed  part  of  it  called  the  Hundred  of  Furness 
is  a  wild  and  rugged  region,  stored  with  iron,  and 
covered  with  underwood,  which  last  is  found  very 
useful  in  supplying  the  furnaces :  in  this  district 
is  a  considerable  lake,  called  Conistone  Meer,  near 
the  sea,  in  the  vicinity  of  the  ancient  abbey  of 
Furness:   the  land  is  tolerably  fertile;  and  the 
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SO  that  the  grain  chiefly  cultivated  is  the  oat;  but 
potatoes  thrive  here  to  very  great  advantage,  and 
large  quantities  are  even  exported  to  Dublin.  A 
considerable  quantity  of  cheese  is  made  in  this 
county,  similar  to  that  which  takes  its  name  from 
Cheshire.  Manufactures  are  carried  on  very  ex- 
tensively here  in  all  the  various  branches  of  silk, 
linen,  and  cotton,  which  supply  most  of  the  mar- 
kets at  home  and  abroad,  particularly  since  the 
late  improvements  in  machinery,  and  the  advantage 
of  water  carriage  from  Liverpool,  which  commu- 
nicates, by  the  system  of  inland  navigation,  with 
all  the  neighbouring  counties,  and  principal  rivers 
in  England.  There  are  also  considerable  works 
in  iron  and  steel,  favoured  by  its  production  of 
coal ;  and  near  Preston  is  a  patent  manufactory  of 
cast  plate-glass.  The  principal  food  of  the  la«- 
bouring  class,  particularly  on  the  northern  and 
eastern  borders,  is  oaten  cakes,  without  leaven, 
and  rolled  very  thin.  Notwithstanding  its  wet 
climate,  the  air  is  not  found  to  be  particularly  un- 
healthy. The  beauty  of  the  females  of  this  county 
has  long  been  proverbial,  and  entitled  them,  from 
their  bewitching  appearance,  to  the  appellation  of 
Lancashire  witches. 

In  the  time  of  the  ancient  Britons  and  Romans, 
this  county  was  part  of  the  large  territory  inha- 
bited by  the  Briganies;  and  there  are.  two  Roman 
military  ways  that  enter  it,  one  from  estmore- 
land,  and  the  other  from  Yorkshire.  Under  the 
Saxon  heptarchy  it  became  subject  to  the  kings 
of  Northumberland.  King  Edward  HI*  made  it 
a  county  palatine,  in  favour  of  his  son  John  of 
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Gaunt,  and  it  has  still  a  court,  which  sits  in  the 
duchy  chamber  at  Westminster,  and  takes  cog- 
nizance of  all  causes  tbat  any  way  concern  the 
revenue  belonging  to  that  duchy,  the  chief  judge 
of  which  is  the  chancellor  of  the  ducby,  who  is 
assisted  and  attended  by  the  attorney  •general,  the 
receiver-general,  the  auditor  of  the  north  and 
Bouth  parts  of  the  duchy,  the  king's  sergeant  and 
council,  the  secretary,  deputy  cl^rk  and  register, 
an  usher,  deputy  usher,  and  messenger;  as  also  a 
court  of  chancery,  appointed  to  hear  and  deter- 
mine all  causes,  according  to  some  peculiar  cus- 
toms used  among  themselves,  which  is  held  at 
Preston.  The  chancellor  is  chief  judge  of  this 
court  also,  and  has  proper  officers  under  him, 
such  as  a  vicc-chanceUor,  an  attorney-general, 
chief  clerk,  register,  and  examiner  ;  five  attorneys 
and  clerks,  a  prothonotary  and  his  deputy,  and 
plerks  of  the  crown  and  peace, 

REPRESENTATIVE    HISTORY. 

This  county  first  sent  members  to  Parliament 
in  the  33d  of  Edward  1 
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POLITICAL    CHARACTER. 

The  estates  and  connexions  of  the  Earl  of  Derby, 
together  with  his  lordship's  personal  influence, 
enable  him  always  to  nominate  one  of  the  members 
for  this  county.  The  other  is  selected  by  the  old 
Tory  families,  and  is  generally  a  supporter  of  the 
administratipn  for  the  time  being. 

The  principal  families,  in  this  county  are  the 
Duke  of  Hamilton,  Earl  of  Derby,  Earl  of  Stam- 
ford, Earl  of  Wilton,  Lord  Petre,  Mr.  Bootle,  Mr. 
Shuttleworth,  Mr.  Blackburncj  &Gr. 
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Lancaster,  a  sea-port,  a  market  and  the 
county  town  of  Lancashire,  22  miles  from  Preston, 
and  239  from  London ;  containing  5,198  houses, 
9iOdO  inhabitants,  viz.  3,999  malesandJ,031  females, 
of  whom  1,822  were  employed  in  various  trades  and 
manufactures,  principally  in  sail-cloth  and  coarse 
linens.  It  is  situated  on  the  river  Lune,  which 
forms  a  harbour  of  moderate  size.  The  merchant 
shipping  is  chiefly  employed  in  the  West  India, 
American,  and  Baltic  trades.  It  has  a  long  fine 
quay,  on  which  are  a  suite  of  noble  warehouses. 
The  houses  are  neat,  handsome,  and  well  built, 
and  the  streets  paved;  with  one  spacious  square. 
The  church  is  a  handsome  gothic  structure,  stand- 
ing on  the  crown  oFan  eminence  below  the  castle, 
from  which  it  is  separated  by  a  moat.  A  few  of  its 
pews  retain  some  specimens  of  ancient  carved 
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work,  in  the  style  of  the  times  when  it  belonged 
to  the  priory  of  St.  Martin,  of  Seez,  in  FraDce. 
The  town-hall  and  exchange  is  a  good  building, 
and  has  a  noble  portico.  The  custom-honse  is  a 
small  building,  having  a  portico  supported  by  four 
ionic  pillars,  each  15\  feet  high,  consisting  of  a 
single  stone.  The  castle  is  said  by  some  to  have 
been  originally  built  in  the  time  of  Adrian,  but 
the  present  structure  was  erected  in  the  reign  of 
Edward  III.  The  round  towers  are  about  26 
paces  distant  from  each  other,  joined  by  a  wall  and 
open  gallery ;  two  towers  on  the  western  side 
remain  entire,  and  from  their  distance,  and  the 
visible  foundation  of  the  others,  they  appear  to 
have  been  seven  in  namber.  The  form  of  the 
castle  must  have  been  a  polygon.  One  of  these 
towers  is  called  Adrian's.  On  the  top  is  a  large 
square  tower,  called  John  of  Gaunt's  Chair, 
whence  is  a  most  extensive  prospect.  In  this  castle 
the  assizes  are  held,  and  it  is  now  the  county  gaol. 
By  the  inland  navigation,  this  town  has  commu- 
nication with  the  Mersey,  Dee,  Ribble,  Ouse, 
Trent,  Deiwent,  Severn,  Hiimln-r,  Thames.  Avon, 
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that  time  and  the  end  of  the  SSrd  of  Edward  III., 
after  which  it  ceased  till  Edward  VL,  when  it  was 
restored. 

Petitions.  May  30,  16S5.  A  petition  of 
Charles,  Lord  Brandon,  touching  the  election  for 
this  town ;  but  no  report  appears. 

In  1784,  John  Lowther,  esq.  petitioned.  The  Pcckwdi, 
petition  was  renewed  the  second  and  third  sessions,  introd. 
Feb.  S3,  1786,  the  sitting  members  were  permitted 
to  separate,  no  material  objection  being  made  by 
the  petitioner,  upon  the  general  statement  that  the 
complaint  was  bribery;  that  they  were  supported 
by  different  voters,  and  had  no  communication 
with  each  other.  The  chairman  of  the  committee 
appointed  to  try  this  election  reported  to  the 
House,  that  the  sitting  members  were  duly  elected. 

CORPORATION     . 

Consists  of  a  mayor,  a  recorder,  19  aldermen,  S 
bailiffs,  IS  capital  burgesses,  19  common  bur- 
gesses, a  town-clerk,  and  two  sergeants  at  mace. 

King  John  confirmed  to  the  burgesses  all  the . 
liberties  he  had  granted  to  those  of  the  city  of 
Bristol ;  and  King  Edward  III.  granted  to  the 
mayor  and  bailiffs  the  privilege  of  having  the  pleas 
and  sessions  held  here,  and  no  where  else  in  the 
county.  This  town  has  given  the  title  of  duke  to 
many  branches  of  the  royal  family. 

RIGHT  OF  ELECTION, 

By  the  charter,  is  in  the  Freemen. 
Number  of  voters— 1,800. 
Returning  officers — the   Mayor  and  two 
BailifTs. 
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POLITICAL    CHAEACTEB. 

The  Earl  of  Lonsdale  has  several  times  attempted 
to  influence  the  election  of  members  for  this  town, 
and  to  add  its  representation  to  the  nine  members 
he  sends  from  other  places,  but  generally  without 
success. 

I£  the  right  of  election  for  this  town  was  in  the 
faouBehold«B,  the  number  of  votets  would  be  five 
thousand ;  as  it  is,  the  number  is  not  above  eighteen 
hundred,  and  those  of  the  poorest  order,  being 
pnostly  journeymen  shipwrights  or  cabinet-makers, 
not  batr  of  whom  are  housekeepers  or  tax-payers. 

By  the  charter,  freemen  only  have  a  vote ;  but 
the  most  gUring  corruption  lies  in  making  those 
freemen.  A  freemao's  son,  of.  a  freeman's  appren- 
tice, within  the  borough,  is  entitled  to  take  up  his 
freedom  whenever  be  pleases,  on  paying  iuto  the 
hands  of  the  mayor  or  bailiff  1/.  7:  6tf.  This 
sum  is  most  generally  paid  by  the  opposing  can- 
didates, and  the  greatest  number  of  ireemen  thus 
Blade  turns  the  scale  of  the  election.  Hence,  as 
sliip-bLiijiliiiLj  aini  tlie  cabinet  business  are  the  only 
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PRESTON. 

Paeston,  a  borough,  market- town,  and  parish, 
in  the  hundred  of  Amounderness,  Lancaster,  situ* 
ated  on  the  fiver  Ribble,  \6  miles  from  Wigan,  and 
216  from  London;  containing  2,169  houses  and 
11,8S7  inhabitants,  viz.  5,415  maie^  and  6,473  fe- 
males, of  whom  1,419  were  returned  as  beingemploy- 

ed  in  various  trades,  principally  in  the  cotton  manu* 
facture,  which  is  carried  on  here  very  extensively. 
This  town  is  said  to  have  sprung  from  the  ruins  of 
an  ancient  city  called  Ribchester,  now  a  village  in 
the  neighbourhood,  and  to  have  received  its  mo- 
dem name  (a  corruption  of  Priests*  Town,)  from 
the  number  of  religious  who  resided  in  it.  The 
town  is  very  well  built,  having  a  very  handsome 
and  extensive  town-hall,  with  a  suite  of  assembly- 
rooms  annexed,  erected  some  years  since  at  the 
expense  of  the  Earl  of  Derby.  The  new  prison, 
on  the  Howardian  plan,  is  a  very  extensive  and 
commodious  building.  The  river  here  is  only  na- 
vigable for  small  vessels,  which  come  coastways 
from  Liverpool  and  other  parts;  and  by  canal 
navigation  it  has  a  communication  with  most  of 
the  principal  rivers  in  England.  The  markets  are 
on  Wednesday  and  Friday  for  fish,  vegetables,  but- 
ter, eggs,  &c.,  and  on  Saturday  for  all  kinds  of 
provisions.  Fairs,  27th  March,  7th  September, 
and  the  first  Saturday  pfter  6th  January.  Every 
twentieth  year  a  kind  of  Jubilee  is  held,  called 
Preston  Guild,  which  begins  the  last  week  in  Au- 
gust, and  continues  a  month  ;  the  last  was  held 
in  1S09. 
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REPRESENTATIVE  HISTORY. 

This  borough  sent  members  to  Parliament  in 
the  S3d,  36th,  33d,  and  35th  of  Edward  I.,  and  in 
the  first  of  Edward  II. ;  omitted  sending  till  Ed- 
ward VI.'s  time,  when  it  was  restored. 

Petitions,  &c.  March  Sj,  I690.  A  petition 
of  Thomas  Patton,  esq.,  against  the  return  of  the 
Right  Hon.  Lord  Witloughby,  by  means  of  undue 
practices. 

Oct.  16.  A  petition  from  the  same  in  substance 
with  the  former. 

17-  A  petition  of  the  mayor,  bailiffs,  al- 
dermen, common  council,  and  capital  burgesses, 
of  this  borough,  shewing  that  the  Right  Hon.  Lord 
Willoughby  was  duly  elected  and  returned,  but  is 
'since  called  up  to  the  House  of  Lords,  whereby 
the  borough  is  now  represented  by  one  member 
only. 

Nov.  20.  Resolved :  "  That  Robert,  Lord 
Willoughby  was  duly  elected  a  burgess  to  serve  in 
Parliament  for  this  borough. 
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Dec,  8,  1711-  Another  petition  of  Francis  An- 
ncsley,  esq.,  to  the  same  effect. 

Jan.  SI,  17 IS.     Petitions  withdrawn. 

Oct.  25,  1722.  A  petition  of  Thomas  Molt*- 
neux,  esq.,  against  the  return  of  Thomas  Hesketh, 
esq.,  by  means  of  bribery  and  other  undue  prac- 
tices. 

Jan.  10,  1723.  Another  petition  of  the  same 
to  the  same  effect. 

At  the  general  election  in  1768,  Sir  Henry  Laden, 
Houghton  and  General  Burgoyne  opposed  Sir^^^j'"'" 
Peter  Leicester  and  Sir  Frank  Standish,  who-suc* 
ceeded  in  getting  the  return.  The  former  peti- 
tioned on  the  right  of  the  inhabitants  at  large. 
The  committee  found  the  petitioners  duly  elected, 
and  ought  to  have  been  returned,  and  Sir  Peter 
Leicester  and  Sir  F.  Standish,  barts.,  not  duly 
elected — Nov.  29,  1768.  ib.p.  225. 

At  the  general  election  in  1774i  Sir  Henry 
Houghton,  bart.,  and  Jonn  Burgoyne,  esq.,  were 
returned  without  any  contest  upon  this  right  of 
election:  but  the  dispute  was  renewed  at  the 
election  following,  in  1730,  when  John  Fenton, 
esq.,  who  stood  upon  the  interest  of  the  in-bur- 
gesses  inhabitants  petitioned  against  the  return  of 
John  Burgoyne,  esq.,  but  the  committee  found 
the  sitting  member  duly  elected — April  10,  1781.  ib.p.jji. 

In  1784,  Ralph  Clayton,  and  Michael  Angelo 
Taylor,  esqrs.,  petitioned  against  the  return  of  the 
Right  Hon.  John  Burgoyne  and  Sir  Henry 
Houghton,  bart. 

The  petition  of  the  candidates  alleged,  that  they 
were  duly  elected  by  a  majority  of  persons  quali- 
fied to  vote  by  the  conbtitiilion  of  the   boro'j;^li ; 
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but  that  the  mayor  and  bailiffs  had  arbitrarily  ad- 
mitted a  great  number  of  persons  to  vote  for  the 
sitting  members  who  had  no  right  to  vote,  under 
colour  whereof  a  pretended  majority  was  obtained 
for  them. 

A  petition  of  the  electors,  being  in-burgestes 
inhabitants  within  the  borough,  contained  the  same 
allegation,  and  added,  that  by  the  constitution  of 
the  borough  no  person  had  any  right  of  voting 
upon  the  election  of  its  burgesses  to  Parliament 
but  in-buigesses  of  the  said  borough,  inhabiting 
within  the  same ;  and  that  the  return  was  made  in 
violation  of  the  rights  of  the  petitioners  and  others 
the  legal  electors. 

On  the  93d  of  April.  1785>  the  chairman  of  the 
committee  appointed  to  try  the  merits  of  this  con- 
tested election  reported  to  the  House  that  they 
found  the  sitting  members  duly  elected. 

COBPORATION. 

This  consists  of  a  mayor,  recorder,  seven  alder- 
men, two  bailiffs,  and  thirteen  capital  burgess^. 
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guild,  or  those  admitted  since  by  copy  of  coart- 

roll,  as  are  inhabitants  of  the  place/'  but  all  the 
inhabitants  at  laii^e. 

It  was  determined  that  the  words  all  the  inAa* 
bitants  did  not  only  mean  the  in-burgesses  of  the 
last  guild,  or  those  admitted  since  by  copy  of 
court  roll,  as  are  inhabitants  of  the  said  place,  bat 
all  the  Inhabitants  at  large — ^S9th  Nov.  1770. 

Number  of  yotbrs*— 3,900. 

Returning  OFFICERS — the  Mayor  and  Bail  ifik 
'     Patrons — the  Earl  of  Derby  and  Mr.  Horrocks. 

POLITICAL  CHARACTER. 

This  borough  bad  always  been  under  the  in- 
fluence of  the  Earls  of  Derby  till  the  year  180S, 
when,  by  the  increase  of  manufectore  and  popu* 
lation,  occasioned  by  the  introduction  of  the  cotton- 
mills  into  this  town  by  the  late  John  Horrocks, 
esq.,  who,  in  the  short  space  of  twenty  years  had 
risen  from  obscurity  to  great  opulence^  he  sue* 
ceeded  to  a  share  in  the  political  influence. 

He  opposed  the  interest  of  the  Earl  of  Derby  in 
17969  and  was  supported  by  the  late  Earl  of  Liver- 
pool, then  chancellor  of  the  Duchy  Court  of  Lan- 
caster; and  by  the  whole  weight  of  the  Church 
and  King  Club  at  Manchester,  a  party  better  known 
in  1745  by  the  name  of  the  Manchester  JacobtteSj 
but  was  at  that  time  unsuccessful,  the  numbers 
on  the  poll  being — 

For  Lord  Stanley 772 

Sir  H.  P.  Houghton 756 

John  Horrocks,  esq 7iS 
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The  numbers  being  so  nearly  equal,  and  the  in- 
terest  of  Mr.  Horrocks  increasing,  the  parties 
formed  a  coalition  at  the  next  election,  in  1809, 
and  agreed  each  to  return  one  member. 

These  united  interests  were  opposed  in  1807  by 
the  late  Edward  Hanson,  'esq.,  of  Manchester, 
with  every  prospect  of  success ;  and  again  in  1819, 
when  they  had  gathered  such  strength,  as  to  leave 
MV.  Hanson  in  a  great  minority,  the  numbers  on 
the  poll  being — 

For  Samuel  Horrocks,  esq 1,371 

Edmund  Hornby,  esq 1,368 

Edward  Hanson,  esq 797 

Many  attempts  have  been  made  to  limit  the 
right  of  election  in  this  town  by  petition,  and 
to  obtain  the  determination  of  a  committee,  that 
"  all  the  inhabitants,"  meant  only  a  select  number, 
aa'was  the  case  in  the  Truro  question,  when  the 
word  "  populace"  was  determined  to  mean  a  cor- 
poration of  twenty-five  pertotu ;  and  in  all  the 
cases  respecting  Poole,  that  the  word  '*  common- 
alty" m^nt  the  corporation  only  J   In  the  Preston 
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LIVERPOOL. 

Liverpool  is  a  market-town,  borough,  and 
sea-port,  consisting  of  6  parishes,  in  the  hundred 
of  West  Derby,  Lancaster,  206  miles  from  Lon- 
don. It  lies  near  the  mouth  of  the  river  Mersey, 
and  contains  11,784  houses,  inhabited  by  77,6o3 
persons,  viz,  24,367  males,  and  43,286  females,  of 
whom  11,269  were  employed  in  trade,  handicraft, 
and  manufacture.  Until  the  reign  of  William  IIL 
Liverpool  had  but  one  church,  and  that  only  a 
chapelry  to  Walton,  when  about  the  year  1698, 
an  act  of  parliament  was  obtained  empowering  the 
inhabitants  to  erect  a  new  church  ;  from  that  time 
may  be  traced  the  rapid  progress  of  population 
and  commerce,  till  this  port  is  now  second  only  to 
the  metropolis  of  the  empire.  The  Exchange  is  a 
very  handsome  building  of  stone,  having  two 
fronts,  each  consisting  of  an  elegant  range  of  Co- 
rinthian columns,  supporting  a  pediment.  The 
entrance,  or  avenue,  is  by  three  arched  doorways. 
In  the  exchange  are  the  town-hall,  council,  and 
assembly-room.  All  the  modern  buildings  are 
very  handsome,  and  the  new  streets  spacious  and 
airy,  but  the  old  streets  are  narrow.  The  obser- 
vatory is  a  small  building  on  an  eminence  at  the 
east  side  of  the  town,  erected  for  the  purpose  of 
promoting  the  study  of  astronomy,  but  the  project 
failed.  In  John-street  is  a  public-library,  con- 
ducted by  a  president  and  committee,  with  a  very 
valuable  collection  of  modern  books.     The  theatre 
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is  a  large,  handsome,  and  el^ntly  finished  build- 
ing, erected  in  1779,  by  the  subscription  of  thirty 
gentlemen.  In  Bold-street  is  the  muaic-bal),  at 
which  are  held  subscription  concerts.  The  in&r- 
mary  is  a  noble  institution,  and  not  only  receives 
distressed  cri)jects  in  Liverpool,  but  is  open  to  those 
who  come  from  a  distince  under  any  dangerous 
casualty.  The  design  was  first  formed  in  1745  by 
B  public  subscription,  and  the  corporation  granted 
a  field  for  999  years,  but  it  was  not  completed  till 
I74S,  owing  to  the  national  troubles  of  that 
period.  The  hospital  for  seamen  forms  one  of  the 
wings  of  the  infirmary.  This  chsrity  likewise 
extends  to  the  children  and  widows  of  mariners. 
It  is  maintaina^  by  a  monthly  collection  of  6if. 
from  the  wages  of  every  sailor  going  from  the  port 
of  Liverpool.  There  is  also  a  public  dispensary, 
a  marine  society,  and  an  extensive  poor-house, 
erected  in  1771-  The  new  prison,  according  to 
the  Howardian  plan  for  solitary  confinement,  is  on 
a  very  extensive  scale,  and  has  weej  possible 
convenience.     At  the  east  end  of  the  town  is  a 
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the  Wehh  mountains ;  behind  this  it  th*  tton* 
quarry  which  supplitt  the  town  with  tfait  material 
for  buildii^ ;  the  entrance  is  through  a  subterra* 
neous  passage,  support^  by  arches.    There  is  A 
minaral  spring  of  great  reputation  and  finbionable 
resort.     Among  the  principal  manufaoturea  are 
those   of  china  and    earthenware,   the    aereral 
branches  of  the  watch  manufacture,  and  patticu** 
larly  that  of  fine  files*  an  extensive  stCiekhig  ma- 
nufacture, salt,  iron,  and  copperas  works,  and 
aeverel  public  and  private  breweries.    If  is  com* 
puted  tlutt  here  are  3,000  shipwrights  employed  in 
the  different  dock^yards.    Ther*  are  also  16  rope- 
ries, and  27  windmills  id  the  neighbourhood.   The 
mouth  of  the  river  Mersey  may  be  called  properly 
an  arm.  of  the  sea ;  its  breadth  from  Leacombe 
Point  to  the  opposite  shore  is  1,S00  yards.     It 
abounds  with  salmon,  cod,  flounders,  turbot,  &e., 
and  at  full  tide  is  two  miles  over  ;  ships  of  any 
burthen  may  come  up  fully  laden  before  the  town, 
which  is  quite  open  and  unfortified.    Ships  of  <ion- 
siderable  burthen  go  up  the  Mersey  almost  as  high 
as  Warrington,  chiefly  for  rock  salt  and  Cheshire 
cheeses.    Ghreat  improvements  have  of  late  been 
made  at  Liverpool  with  respiect  to  the  accoaim6'>> 
dations  for  sea-bathing,   the  corporation  having 
finished  ia  1794,  at  a  great  expense,  a  most  com*^ 
pkte  set  of  baths,  into  which  the  water  (fows 
from  the  sea.     Here  are  also  convenient  accom^ 
modations  for  those  who  prefer  bathing  in  the 
open  sea.     And  there  are  bathing-machines  on  a 
similar   construction    to    those  of  Margate  and 
Brighton.    The  high  grounds  on  the  east  of  the 
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town  defend  tbe  place  from  easterly  winds,  but  it 
is  open  for  tbe  western  breezes  to  allay  the  heat  of 
summer,  so  that  in  general  it  is  very  healthy  and 
temperate.  Epidemical  disorders  seldom  shew 
themselves  in  this  town,  and  when  they  do  are 
only  of  short  continuance.  To  shew  the  rapid 
increase  of  the  town  within  the  last  century  it 
may  be  interesting  to  note  the  baptism's  and  burials 
at  four  different  periods,  vii.  in  1700 — 162  bap- 
tisms and  117  burials.  4n  1750—824  baptisms 
and  1,031  burials.  In  1780 — 1,579  baptisms  and 
1,486  burials  ;  and  in  1800 — 2,90.5  baptisms,  and 
9,762  burials.  Originally  the  trade  of  Liverpool 
w&s  only  with  Ireland ;  and  for  carrying  it  on 
with  more  facility,  several  Irish  merchants  settled 
in  the  town.  The  greater  part  of  the  trade  with 
the  Isle  of  Man  was  gradually  transferred  hither. 
The  following  notices  will  shew  tbe  progteea  of 
this  town  in  commercial  affairs ;  in  1720  some 
salt  was  exported,  and  in  1730  it  is  fiist  recorded, 
that  aeveral  ships  had  sailed  from  this  port  to  the 
coast  of  Africa.     The  first  dock  was  dug  in  1710  ; 
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proved  mode  of  management,  became  niore  pro- 
ductive: thes6,  and  various  other  supervening 
causes,  were  the  means  of  this  port  enjoying  one- 
twelfth  of  the  navigation  of  Great  Britain,  the 
fourth  part  of  its  foreign  trade,  the  sixth  part  of  its 
general  trade,  half  as  much  of  commerce  as  Loa« 
don,  five«  eighths  of  the  African  trade,  and  three- 
sevenths  of  the  African  trade  of  Europe.  From 
the  30th  of  June,  1805,  to  the  same  day,  1806, 
33,364  ships  entered  the  different  docks  at  this 
port.  On  the  quays  of  the  docks  stand  large 
warehouses,  and  among  others  the  large  tobacco 
warehouse  belonging  to  government,  which  will 
hold  7»000  hogsheads. 

REPRESENTATIVE  HISTORY. 

This  sea-port  town  and  borough  sent  burgesses 
to  Parliament  in  the  93rd  and  35th  of  Edward  the 
First,  but  made  no  other  return  till  the  reign  of 
£dward  the  Sixth. 

Petitions,  &c.  June  6,  1678.  A  petition 
of  Sir  Edward  Moore,  bart.,  against  the  return  of 
Sir  Ralph  Ashton,  hart.,  and  Richard  Atherton, 
esq. 

No  determination. 

Dec.  21,  1694.  A  petition  of  several  burgesses 
and  freemen  of  this  borough  and  corporation 
against  the  undue  return  of  Thomas  Brotherton, 
esq.,  by  means  of  the  illegal  proceedings  of  the 
mayor. — Also, 

A  petition  of  Jasper  Mawdit,  esq.,  complaining 
of  the  illegal  conduct  of  the  mayor  of  this  town, 
in  denying  him  a  poll,  on  pretence  that  he  wa9 
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not  duly  qualified ;  and  by  »uch  meau  uojuitly 
returned  Tbomas  Brotherton,  esq. 

Jan.  II,  169^.  The queation  being  put:  "That 
Tfaomaa  Brotbertoa,  egq..  ia  duly  elected  and 
returned :"  it  pasaed  in  the  n^ative  :  and. 

Resolved :  "  That  Jaaper  Mawdit,  esq.,  is  duly 
elected  a  burgest  to  serve  for  this  borough  :"  and. 

Resolved:  "  That  Mr.  Alexander  Morris,  mayor 
of  this  borough,  haviog  taken  upon  himself  to 
judge  that  Jasper  Mawdit,  eaq.,  being  coroner  of 
the  borough*  was  incapable  of  being  elected, 
although  duly  chosen,  and  bavii^  made  a  false 
return  of  Thomas  Brotherton,  esq.,  has  violated 
the  rights  of  the  Commons  of  £ngland,  and  broke 
the  privileges  of  this  House ;  and  for  such  misde- 
meanor, ordered,  be  be  sent  for  in  custody  of  the 
sergeant  at  arms." 

$Stb.  A  petition  of  the  mayor  of  this  borough 
in  custody  of  the  sergeant  at  arms  was  presented, 
acknowledging  his  crime,  begging  pardon  of  the 
House,  and  praying  to  be  discharged. 

This  matter  was  several  times  referred  to  a 
committee  to  report,   what  censures,  from  i 
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esq.,  agaiMt  the  return  of  Sir  Thomas  JohnsoDt 
by  means  of  being  unqualified. 

Jan.  SI,  1729.     Petition  withdrawn. 

Jan.  39.  Another  petition  of  the  same,  against 
the  return  of  the  Hon.  Langham  Booth,  by 
means  of  the  influence  of  a  peer  of  the  realm,  and 
many  other  undue  practices. 

April  9,  1794.    This  petition  also  withdrawn. 

Pari.  7.  William  Cotesworth  and  Thomas 
Ashurst,  esq.,  petitioners. 

In    1799,  Thomas  Brereton,   esq.,  petitioned  cienbmie, 
against  the  return  of  Sir  Thomas  Aston.     Wit-'^-^P'" 
nesses  being  examined  as  to  the  mayor^s  with- 
drawing himself  from  the  place  of  polling  before 
he  had  taken  the  suffrages  of  several  persons  who 
tendered  their  votes  for  the  petitioners ;  and  one 
Henry  Orme  being  called  and  examined,  and  pro- 
ducing a  list  taken  by  him  of  divers  persons,  who 
gave  their  votes  for  the  petitioner  after  the  mayor 
had  left  the  place  of  polling,  and  the  sitting  mem- 
bers counsel  objecting  against  the  admission  of 
such  evidence,  the   point  was  argued,  and  the 
counsel  being  directed  to  withdraw,  the  House  loJoum, 
resolved,  "That  the  paper  produced  by  Henry ^^' 
Orme,  containing  a  list  taken  by  him  of  persons 
who  voted  for  the  petitioner  after  the  mayor  had 
left  the  place  of  polling,  be  admitted  evidence  of 
such  persons  voting.'' 

The  sitting  member  was  declared  duly  elected. 

In  1794,  Thomas  Bootle  dnd  Foster  Cunliffe, 
esqrs.,  petitioned  against  the  return  of  Thomas 
Brereton  and  Richard  Gildert,  esqrs. 

The  electors  having  petitioned  in  behalf  of  their  Luders, 
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candidate,  (Foster  Cunlifie,  esq.,)  his  qualificalioi] 
was  demanded,  Feb.  SI,  173^,  and  not  being  pro- 
duced, the  committee  were  discharged  from  pro- 
ceeding on  the  case. 

Pari.  16.     Banastre  Tarleton,  esq.,  petitioned. 

COaPOBATION. 

It  is  governed  by  a  mayor,  annually  chosen  on 
St.  Luke's  day,  a  recorder,  and  common  council 
of  forty-one,  including  the  mayor,  recorder,  and 
town  clerk. 

Whoever  has  borne  the  office  of  mayor  is  after- 
wards styled  an  alderman. 

RIGHT  OF  ELECTION. 

March  5,  1729 — was  agreed  by  the  counsel  on 
both  sides  to  be  in  the  Mayor,  Bailiffs,  and  Free- 
men, of  the  said  borough,  not  receiving  alms. 

Number  op  voters — 9,600. 

Returning  officers — the  Mayor  and  two 
Bailiffs. 

POLITICAL  CHARACTER. 
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men  shipwrights,  their  sons,  and  those  who  have 
served  an  apprenticeship  to  them. 

The  corporation  always  inflaences  the  return  of 
one  member,  and  they  have  kept  in  General  Gas* 
coigne  for  nine  Parliaments.  In  the  choice  of 
the  other  the  freemen  are  very  eccentric.  Ge- 
neral Tarleton  has  been  four  times  chosen  by 
very  great  majorities,  and  twice  rejected ;  the  last 
time  he  had  only  eleven  votes.  Mr.  Roscoe,  that 
ornament  of  elegant  literature,  and  enlightened 
patriot,  was  changed  at  the  ensuing  election  for  Mn 
Canning.  Mr.  Brougham  and  Mr.  Creevey,  both 
intrepid  and  independent  assertors  of  the  people's 
rights,  and  who  were  principally  instrumental  in 
the  repeal  of  the  Orders  in  Council,  by  which  this 
town  had  been  more  than  any  other  in  the  king- 
dom a  sufferer,  and  which  had  annihilated  their 
trade  with  America,  and  brought  on  a  war  with 
that  country,  were  rejected  at  the  last  general 
election  in  fsLVOUV  of  the  very  man,  who,  when  a 
member  of  administratioti,  had  been  the  principal 
promoter  of  those  measures.  Whether  this  is  to  be 
attributed  to  the  political  depravity  of  the  tiooes, 
or  to  that  influence  which  pervades. all  rotten  bo- 
roughs, we  leave  these  very  consistent  electors  to 
determine. 

At  the  close  of  the  poll  for  the  last  general  elec- 
tion, in  1812,  the  numbers  were,  for 

The  Right  Hon.  George  Canning    1,631 

Isaac  Gascoigne,  esq 1,53 1 

Henry  Brougham,  esq 1,131 

Thomas  Creevey,  esq 1,068 

Banistre  Tarleton,  esq 11 
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CLITHEROE. 

Clithkroe,  a  borou(;;h,  markdt-town,  and 
chapelry,  in  the  pariih  of  Wliatley  and  hundred  of 
Blackburn,  Lancaster,  five  miles  and  a  half  from 
Whalley,  30  from  Manchester,  and  Sl6  from  Lon- 
don; containing  S8S  houses  and  1,368  inhabit- 
ants. It  stands  on  the  river  Ribble,  aod  the  church 
or  chapel  is  a  nftat  structure.  The  town  is  watered 
by  several  good  springs,  aod  has  a  spa  impregnated 
vith  sulphur  similar  to  the  one  at  Wigati.  The 
castle  is  an  sncieot  ruin,  stancting  on  a  bill,  built 
in  1178.  Within  these  few  years,  several  exten- 
sive cotton  manufiictories  bav«  been  established 
here,  which,  together  with  lime-bnraiag,  is  the 
chief  trade  of  the  town.  It  has  a  canal  navigation, 
which  joins  the  Mersey,  Dee,  Ribble,  Oose,  Trent* 
Derwent,  Severn,  Humber,  Thames,  and  Avon, 
being  an  extent  of  about  AGO  miles.  Market  on 
Saturdays:  and  its  fairs  are  94th  March,   1st  Au- 
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upon  tbe  return  of  Colonel  William  White  and 
Sir  Ralph  Asbton,  that,  in  the  opinion  of  thecom« 
mittee,  ^'the  right  of  election  is  in  the  free  burghers, 
and  not  in  the  freemen  at  large;  and  that  Mr. 
Hulton  was  duly  elected,  and  ought  to  sit  ;''~to 
which  the  House  agreed. 

Feb.  4,  1661.  Sergeant  Charleton  reported  from 
the  committee  touching  the  election  for  this  bo* 
rougbt  "  that  the  right  of  election  was  in  such 
freeholders  only  who  held  estates  for  life  or  id 
fee  ;"-^to  which  the  House  agreed. 

March  1,  1676.  A  petition  of  Sir  Ralph  Athton, 
bart.,  against  tbe  return  of  Sir  Thomas  Stringer. 

May  3U  1678.  Tbe  same  petition  was  again 
presented. 

No  determination. 

Dec.  5,  1693.  A  petition  of  John  Weddall, 
esq.,  touching  the  election  for  this  borough. 

Dec.  15, .     A  petition  of  the  bailiffii  and 

burgesses  of  the  corporation  of  this  borough, 
touching  the  right  of  election,  &c. 

A  petition  of  John  Weddall,  esq.,  against  the 
return  of  Fitton  Gerrard,  esq. 

Feb.  9,  1694.     It  was  agreed  on  both  sides, 

^^  That  the  right  of  election  was  in  the  burgesses 
and  freemen.*' 

^^  The  burgesses  were  such  as  liad,  in  any  lands 
or  houses  in  the  borough,  an  estate  of  freehold  or 
inheritance;  and  they  were  of  two  sorts— out- 
burgesses  who  lived  out  of  the  borough,  and  in- 
burgessea  who  Kred  in  the  borough,  and  had  such 
estate  in  houses  or  land  there ;  and  both  these  had 
right  of  electing.*' 
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"  The  freemen  were  such  as  lived  in  the  houses 
within  the  borough  as  traenis  ;  and  they  had  the 
right  of  electing  when  the  landlords  did  not  vote 
for  these  bouses ;  but  when  they  did,  the  tenants 
had  no  right  of  electing." 

*'  That  the  snid  election  of  a  burgess  to  serve  in 
Parliament  for  this  borough  is  a  void  election;" 
and 

A  motion  was  made  to  send  for  Thomas  Rigby, 
esq.,  the  late  sheriff  of  Lancashire,  in  the  custody 
of  the  sergeant  at  arms,  but  was  disagreed  to. 

March  10, .  A  petition  of  Christopher  Lis- 

tet,  esq.,  against  the  return  of  Fitton  Gerrard,  esq. 

A  petition  of  Fitton  Gerrard,  esq.,  against  the 
return  of  Christopher  Lister,  esq. 

Resolved  :  **  That  Fitton  Gerrard,  esq.,  is  duly 
elected  a  burgess  for  this  borough ;"  which  was 
agreed  to  by  the  House. 

Nov.  95,  1695.  A  petition  of  Thomas  Stringer, 
esq.,  against  the  return  of  Ambrose  Pudsey,  esq. 

Feb.  19,  1696.  Resolved:  "That  Ambrose 
Pudsey,  esq.,  is  duly  elected  a  bui^ess  to  serve  fur 
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members  are  duly  elected  burgesses  to  serve  for 
this  borough." 

Jan.  IS,  1706.  A  petition  of  Daniel  Hervey, 
esq.,  touching  the  election  for  this  borough. 

No  determination. 

14.    A   petition  of  Christopher  Parker, 

esq.,  against  the  return  of  Daniel  Hervey,  esq^, 
by  means  of  undue  and  ill^al  practices. 

23.  Resolved:  "  That  Daniel  Hervey, esq. 

is  duly  elected  a bui^gess  to  serve  for  this  borough;" 
which  was  agreed  to  by  the  House.  ^ 

March  3,  1713.  A  petition  of  Edward  Hervey, 
esq.,  against  the  return  of  Charles  Stanley,  esq.,  by 
means  of  undue  practices. 

April  13,  1714.  Resolved:  ,"  That  the  Hon; 
Charles  Stanley  and  Edward  Hervey,  esq.,  are  not 
duly  elected/* 

''  That  the  said  election  is  a  void  election.*' 

Ordered  :  *^  That  no  new  writ  do'issue  this  ses- 
sion for  electing  a  burgess  to  serve  in  this  Parlia- 


ment.** 


March  28,  171^.  A  petition  of  Edward  Hervey, 
esq.,  against  a  double  return  for  this  borough. 

30.     Petition  withdrawn. 

Oct.  19,  1722.  A  petition  of  the  Inquiry  Jury 
and  others  touching  the  election  for  this  borough. 

A  petition  of  James  Haldane,  esq.,  against  the 
return  of  Thomas  Lister  and  Nathaniel  Curzon, 
osqrs. 

Jan.  16,  1723.  Another  petition  of  the  same  to 
the  same  effect.  » 

Nov.  14,  1724.  A  third  petition  of  the  same 
to  the  same  effect. — No  report  appears. 
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Nor.  7*  1780.  Aaheton  Curzoo,  rsq.,  petitioned 
agaiDSt  the  election  of  John  Parker,  esq.,  tlso 
some  electors  in  bis  intereit— -Nov.  is. 
Pcckwdi.  Mr.  Curzoo's  petition  charged  the  retorning  of- 
'■''*"■"*' fleers  with  great  partiality  in  &vour  of  the  two 
members  returned,  (J.  Parker  and  T.  Lister,  esqra.,) 
and  alleged  that,  by  the  undue  practices  of  both 
the  sitting  members,  a  colourable  majority  bad 
been  obtained  in  fevour  of  one  of  them,  viz.  Mr. 
Parker,  and  prayed  that  be  might  be  declared  duly 
elected  in  his  stead.  The  electors  who  petitioned 
complained  of  the  partiality  of  the  returning  offi- 
cers in  fsTour  of  Mr.  Parker  only. 

March  96,  1781.  The  ehainiMa  of  the  com- 
mittee appointed  to  try  the  election  re|>orted  to 
the  Houae^  that  the  aitttng  members  were  duly 
elected. 


RIOBT  OV   KLBCIION. 

See  Representative  History. 

COBPOBATIOy. 

None. 

Number  of  voters — 90  nominally 
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prietorfl*  who  afterwards  agreed  to  a  coniproitli8e» 
and  returned  each  a  rnemb^. 
.    Lord  Ribblesdale  has  since  sold  his  moiety  of 
nominal  votes  to  Lord' BrowR low,  and  these  two 
noblemen  return  the  two  members. 


NEWTON; 

Nkwton  in  the  willows,  a  borough*^wn 
and  chapelry  in  the  parish  of ^  Winwick,  hundred 
of  West  Derby,  Lancaster,  ibur  miles  and  a  b^lf 
horn  Warringtof],  and  179  from  London;  con- 
taining 178  houses  and  1,4^5  inhabitants,  of  whom 
366  were  returned  as  being  employed  in  various 
trades.  This  was  once  a  market-town,  but  the 
market  is  now  discontinued,  although  the  market* 
cross  is  still  standing  in  the  church-yard. 

BEPBRSEKTATIVE  HISTORY. 

This  borough  was  never  represented  in  Parlia^ 
ment  till  the  reign  of  Queen  Elittbeth,  anno  1  • 

Petitions,  &c.  May  35,  168^.  A  petition 
of  Thomas  Brotherton,  esq.,  touching  the  election 
for  this  borough. 

No  determination. 

March  95, 1690.  A  petition  of  Sir  James  Forbes 
and  Sir  Thomas  Brotherton  against  the  return 
of  Sir  John  Chickley  and  George  Cholmondley, 
esq. 

Oct.  6,  The  same  petition  was  again  in 

substance  with  the  former. 

Oct.  «2,  1691.  Another  petition  of  the  same  to 
the  same  effect. 

PART  II.    VOL.  II.  I 
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In  1717,  WilU^qt  Sl^ppeo,  esq.,  wu  committed 
to  the  Tower  for  reflecting  on  the  king's  tpcecb. 
Ordered,  Dec.  6,  1717«  "  Tb«t  the  words  reported, 
the  fourth  instant,  from  the  committee  of  the  whole 
House  (who  wei^  to  consider  of  the  tuppty  granted 
to  his  mnjesty  be  printed,  and  the  same  are  as  fol- 
lows, viz.  That  the  teeond paragraph  of  the  tpeech 
teemtd  rather  to  be  calculated  for  the  meridian  of 
Germany  than  Great  Britain.  Tliat  the  king  is 
a  etranger  to  our  language  and  constitution. 

In  1707,  Peter  Patten,  esq.,  and  some  electo.r8 
in  bis  interest,  petitioned  against  the  return  of 
Thomas  L.  Brooke,  esq. 
^rw"**     ^^-   **'   *^^»  ^^^  committee  that  tried  this 
4M.        contested,  election  having  come  to  the  resolution, 
B^^i    *'  That  the  right  of  election  for  the  borough  of 
Newton,  in  the  county  of  LtncMter,  is  exclu- 
sively in  thefteemen  and  bu^^esses  of  the  said  bo- 
rough ;"  thereupon  the  sitting  member  said,  that 
he:  would  give  the  committee  no  further  trouble, 
and  the  chairman  o£  the  committee  reported  to 
the  Hp.use,  "  Tha^t  Peter  Patten,  esq.,  the-  peti- 
tioner wa3  duly  elected,  ai)d  ought  to  h9)t«  been 


'^  tfnd  Up^AtAi  t  Attd  in  €»ak  of  jtiJjit  titnitit^  dif 
^^  fen^bts  in  ctttflmoil,  n6  ubM  thati  bnepetsoiif  lliir 
^  t  fight  to  vot^  fbf  6U6  jand  th«  siitAti  housiJ  onf 
"tenement." 

Number  of  ▼oTM]^-^at>6uf  d6r  nottiiiially,  but 
actually  only  one. 

Returning  OFvicBRS — the  Sfewtfii  and  Bailiff 
of  the  madoV. 

•  •    • 

ThH  it  atibtfter  bitigiige»«6iifuf6  B6H>uglk'  Hke 
Clitheroe  ;  the  nominal  rbtetf  vft  «66tii  iSifty,  flie! 
majority  belong  to  Thomat  LdglH^;,  dfLyme> 
who  noniiillit^  both  iMtsAitM. 


WIGAN; 

WiGANt  8  borough,  maiitet-fo#ti,  Mfd  (Wish, 
in  the  bundiVd  of  West  Derby^  Lancaster,  situated 
ti^BX  tbe  small  rtvek*  Douglas,  19  miles  from  Pries- 
cott,  and  900  from  LondbA  ;  containing  9 J 77 
bouset  and  10,999  inhAitants*  of  #hom  6iS&f 
ivere  returned  as  being  employed  in  various 
branches  of  manufactures.  Of  late  years  this  town 
has  much  increased  in  population,  trade^  and  build- 
ings ;  and  several  new  streets  have  beeiif  erected* 
contiainlng  many  handson^e  houses^  The  town^ 
Hall  Was  erected  in  1790,  at  the  jOfiit  expense  of 
the  Earl  of  BarrynM>re  and  Sir  Roger  Bradshaw^ 
The  market  is  on  Friday ;  and  its  fairs  are  held  o^ 
Holy  Thursday   and  9&th  October,  for  horses, 
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otftlei  and  cloth^  and  the  97tb  June  for  horpesapd 
cattle  only.  The  living  of  this  parish  is  very  va- 
luable,  and  the  lector  is  always  lord  of  the  maaor. 
Id  the  king's  books  it  is  rated  at  80/.  13m.  4d., 
vitb  Holland  chapel  annexed. 

mXFBSSKXZATIVE   HISTOBT. 

This  borough  returned  members  to  Parliament 
in  the  93rd  and  35th  of  Edward  I.,  but  made  no 
other  return  till  the  1st  of  Edward  VI. 

Petitions,  &c,  Jone  «0,  1660.  Mr.  Turner 
reported  from  the  committee  touching  the  double 
election  for  this,  borough) 

**  That  the  election  was  void." 

March  \9, 1678.  A  petition  of  Alexander  Rigby, 
esq.,  complaining  of  an  undue  return  of  Charles, 
E&rl  of  Aocraro. 

No  determination. 

Nov.  30, 169^.  A  petition  of  Alexander  Rigby, 
esq;,  against  the  return  of  Peter  Sbackerly,  esq. 

Feb.  11,  1696.     Petition  withdrawn. 

Dec.  IS,  I6S8.  A  petition  of  Sir  Atexandei 
Rigby,  knt.,  against  the  return  of  Orlando  Bri(%e- 


the  return  of  Sir  Roger  Briid8haig&  ami  Qebrge 
Kenyon,  esq.,  by  flieiiiit  of  their  not  being  qua- 
lified to  sit,  as  (neseribed  by  act  the  9tb  of  Anne. 

April  6, .  Resolved :  '«  That  the  Commit. 

tee  of  Privileges  and  Etoctions  be  dischaiged  from 
proceeding  on  the  petition  of  the  Earl  of  Barry- 
more,  complaining  of  an  undue  election  for  this 
borough,  the  said  petition  not  having  been  signed 
by  the  said  Earl  of  Bsnymore  himself,  but  signed 
by  the  order  of  the  said  Etfl^  and  owned  by  him« 

conFonATiov. 

It  is  governed  by  a  mayor,  recorder,  and  19  al- 
derman, two  bailifis,  and  an  indefinite  number  of 
burgesses — by  charter  the  97th  of  Elizabeth  and 
nsth  of  Charles  II. 

BIGHT  OF  ELECTION. 

There  is  no  resolution  of  the  House  respecting 
the  right  of  election,  but  it  is  supposed  to  be  in 
the  Free  Burgesses. 

Number  of  voters— about  100. 
'    Returning  officers— the  Mayor  and  two 
BailifiTs. 

Patrons — Sir  Robert  Holt  Leigh  and  John 
Hodson,  esq. 

POLITICAL   character. 

The  rector  of  this  parish  is  always  lord  of  t  he  ma- 
nor. The  right  of  voting  is  confined  to  the  mayor, 
aldermen,  and  two  bailiffs,  and  to  any  number  of 
burgesses  this  select  body  may  please  to  make. 

The  patronage  of  this  corporation  was  contested 


codhths,  oixhsp.  Mn>  aoRouGHs. 

UtwajD  (tiF  ll>l>  Puk*  of  PpRhnd  tnd  <|i»  kle 
^  of  );,«ii|l4»la  i  'Cewge  3jr«^  e<q.,  «f>inni4> 
iimnl)er  for  MmI<|Im«x>  WX  mppened  by  t|i«  *(•• 
IBer,  and  Sit  t'ltllrbar  MwMb  l)y  the  Litter,  The 
Pwlje  «f  PaitlflM  «l«l«««(h<l.  »t  »  fi«P«H«e  of 
tiFaiity  (tiqwvid  ,f<wiid«,  nmj.  KMintd  the  pair**- 
ggf  %i|n  17M  till  Itet,  a  ^H«4  •(  thirty^Hir 
;qiii,  wliea  thiB  AKa^t  KKfibara,  $ir  Robert  H»h 
i^igh,  wbp  Ini  imW  %W  i«K>lte4  >  hwoaet,  aa4 
Jobp  Hpdapp,  .«qq„  a  aapufactiiivr  of  tbia  towo, 
prevailed  on  the  mayor  and  aldermen  to  make 
about  one  hundred  burgeaaea  in  their  intereat, 
yrbich  l^a  giveii  them:  ^  con^l  of  the  borough 
)Hid  tl^  somigntiw  fof  ^e  nieqilifni  er«r  aipce. 


I,Eiq£;STERSII!BS. 

LElcesiXESBiaB,  an  inland  county  of  Eng* 
land,  bounded  on  the  north  by  Perbyshire  and 

Nottinghamshire,  on  tile  east  by  Lincolnshire  and 


t5wn$)  vi««  L^ie^rter,  Ashby  de  la  Zotieh^  Boi* 
mntb)  Httllauon^  HarboroQ^h,  LutteHirorth,  Mel- 
ton Mowbray^  Maudt  Sorrel,  BiHMnldti,  Hihektey, 
I>i}ghboroiigbv  abd  Waltham  eh  tbe  Wold.  It 
rattirOA  (bur  meAbitr*  16  Pariiautebti  ts^o  for  tb« 
MuAty,  and  two  for  the  bofougb  6f  LeicMt^r;  By 
the  popuhtioD  return*  to  PariittilieDt  iki  IROI,  tbi4 
cout^y  cODtatned  9i,992  inhilbited  houses,  S7,9^ 
families,  130,081  iDbabitants^ofwhom  63,948  were 
males,  and  66,138  females;  the  number  of  persons 
employed  in  trade  and  manufactufes  amounted  to 
49,036  and  those  employed  in  agridulttore  to  9S|^3. 
It  is  stated  to  contain  816  square  statute  mil^ 
equal  to  5S9,S40  statute  acres  t  159  persbns  in 
eaeb  squire  mile  of  640  acres,  and  1 99,744  iiiba<« 
bitaftts.  Tbe  climate  is  generally  temperate,  and 
the  county  well  watered.  LeicesteiMiire  has  in 
general  a  strong  soil,  the  surface  uneven,  and  in 
some  parts  rather  hilly ;  the  best  soil  being  upon 
the  hilli,  and  the  worst,  which  heaily  approached 
to  clay,  in  tbe  valleys.  It  may  be  considered  more 
as  an  agricultural  than  a  manufacturing  county, 
though  in  tbe  article  of  stockings  th6  manufacture 
is  cooetderable.  This  fine  county  \vM,  a  feW  yeaM 
ago,  mostly  in  conmionyOr  open  fields,  and  produced 
a  great  deal  of  com  ;  since  its  forclosure  it  has  beeik 
found  chiefly  profitable  in  grass ;  atldy  inf  coftse^ 
quence  of  the  present  farming  systein,  the  popula- 
tion appears  to  be  in  a  declinhfig  state.  Tbeprincipal 
rWere  are  the  Anker,  the  Avon,  Soar,  Swift,  Wet- 
land, and  Wreke :  there  ar6  also  three  distinct  lines 
of  canal  navigation ;  the  Leicester  navigation,  the 
direction  of  which  is  southerly,  following  nearly  the 
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coune  of  the  river  Soar ;  the  Leicekto*  and  Melton 
Mowbray  canal,  whose  directioa  is  nearly  east, 
following  thecouzsesof  therirera  Wreke  aadEye; 
the  Leicestershire  and  Northamptonshire  Union 
canal,  the  direction  of  which  ia  nearly  south-east, 
by  a  crooked  course  of  about  44  miles  in  both 
those  counties.  This  county  raised  by  the  poor's- 
rate  in  1803,  )07,566/.,  at  the  rate  of  St.  S|d.  ip 
the  ppun()f 

BBPBISENTATITE  BlflTOSY. 

This  county  has  sent  members  to  ParliamenI 
from  the  first  returns  of  Edward  I. 

FsTiTiOMa,  &c.  Feb.  7.  16S0.  Sir  George 
Moor  reported  upon  the  double  return  oi  knigfats 
for  the  county  of  Leicester,  in  the  choice  of  Sir 
George  Hastings,  and  Sir  Henry  Hastings,  and  Sir 
Tbpmas  Beaumond. 

March  2S,  1696.  A  petition  of  Sir  Henry  Has- 
tings against  Sir  Thomas  Harrop,  knt.,  high  sheriff 
of  this  county,  for  contemptuous  conduct  in  the 
late  election. 

The  sheriff  was  ca^Wd  in,  and  upon  his  kn 


.:  LBICE8TEKSHIRB.  ]Sl 

i    April  15.    Refolded:  '<  That  Lord  Roos  is  not 
duly  elected." 

' .  ^*  That  LoH  Sherrard  is  well  and  duly  elected 
to  serve  in  Parliament  for  this  county/^ 

Nov.  27,  1708.  A  petition  of  several  firee- 
holders  of  this  county  against  the  return  of  Jef« 
fery  Palmer,  esq. 

No  determination. 

March  94,  1715.  The  House  taking  notice,  by 
the  book  of  returns,  that  the  sheriff  had  not  re- 
turned any  knights  of  the  shire  to.  serve  for  this 
county,  and  that  he  had  made  a  special  return  why 
he  had  not  returned  such  knights,  the  said  return 
was  read,  by  which  he  certified,  that  he  was  as- 
saulted in  the  execution  of  the  writ,  and  that  the 
election  was  prevented  by  riots:  and  the  House 
•being  informed  that  there  had  been  two  petitions 
left  with  the  clerk  of  the  House  (pursuant  to  a 
standing  order,)  relating  to  the  proceedings  in  the 
execution  of  the  writ,  viz. 

A  petiticMA  of  George  Ashby  and  Thomas  Byrd, 
esqrs.,  and  also 

A  petition  of  Sir  George  Beaumont,  hart.,  James 
Winstanley,  William  Ingo,  and  Samuel  Brace- 
bridge,  esq.,  on  behalf  of  themselves  and  several 
other  freeholders. 

Ordered  a  writ  for  a  new  election. 

April  19,  171^«  William  Baresby,  under-sheriff, 
was  ordered  into  the  custody  of  the  sergeant  at 
arms,  for  neglecting  to  return  two  knights  of  the 
shire  by  the  17th  of  March,  that  being  the  day  of 
the  Parliament  assembling. 

Jan.  13,  1719.     A  petition  of  Sir  Richard  Hal- 
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Ibnl  and  several  othen  Bgaiwt  the  retura  of  Lord 
William  Manners. 

18.    A  petition,  of  Francis  Muody  against 

tbe  same  return. 

Feb.  3.    Both  petitions  witbdrawo. 

Oct.  94,  J79S.  A  petition  of  Thomas  JobnsoA 
and  others  against  the  return  of  Lord  Witliasa 
Maooers  and  Edmund  Morris,  esq. 

Another  petition  of  tbe  gentlemen,  clei^y,  and 
freeholders  of  tbe  county  against  the  same  return. 

No  report  appears. 

POLITICAL   CHAKACTEB. 

The  r^iresentation  of  this  conoty  is  divided  be- 
tween the  Whig  and  Tory  interests  The  Dake  of 
Rutland,  who  calls  himself  the  head  of  ibe  ffirmkr 
party,  always  nominates  one  member,  and  tbe  op- 
posite connexion  in  the  county  tbe  other.  This 
compromise  took  plsce  in  1780,  after  an  expeosive 
contest  a  few  years  before,  on  tbe  death  of  the 
Hon.  Thomas  Noel,  between  the  late  William 
Pocbin,  esq.,  and  the  late  John  Peach  Hungerfonl, 
^liich  lin'  latter  became  successful  on  the 
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|.BICESTEB-^TOWN, 

LBrcitSTSm,  the  eoiiDty  town  of  Leice8terabir«t 
Mi  miles  from  Market  Harborough,  mu) 97i  (wta 
i^doOr  standing  on  the  river  Soar,  and  coDtainiiig 
9^t^6  bpUMS  and  li6,9^3  iohabitantg,  viz.  7)9tl 
malw,  and  9,039  females,  11,390  of  whom  were 
employed  in  various  trades  and  manufhctures,  and 
499  in  agrienttiure.    This  town  is  of  great  anti* 
^Mityi  and  at  the  time  of  the  Roman  Invasion  was 
a  -^lace  of  strength  belonging  to  the  Britons.     In 
Popmsday-^bo^rii  it  is  styled  a  city :  according  to 
that  r^coi^,  19  of  the  iMirgesses  were  bound  by  old 
eu^tom  to  send  out  men  with  the  king  whenever 
he  went  to  war.  Before  the  castle  was  dismantled, 
it  was  a  prodigious  building,  it  being  the  court  <^ 
the  Great  Duke  of  Lancaster,  who  called  it  his 
ffovum  Oyuif  now  the  Newark,  which  is  still  co- 
vered with  the  heat  houses  in  Leicester ;  they  are 
^trarpafochial,  as  being  under  castl^guard,  by 
an  old  grant  from  the  crown.    The  courts  of  jus- 
tice, which  are  held  here  at  the  assises,  are  at 
8i|Qb  a  distance  as  not  to  disturb  each  other.     A 
Parliament  was  held. here  in  the  reign  of  Henry  V.., 
iq  which  a  law  was  enacted  for  the  burning  of  he-* 
r#t)cs.     lAk»9Xer  contains  six  psrisbes,  but  only 
iveehupehea,  via.  St.  Mary's,  St.  Nicholas*,  St. 
Afartin's,  St.  Margaret's,  and  All  Saints,  but  St. 
^Uj^tiQ's  is  esteemed  the  principal  church  in  the 
county.    In  Leiand's  time  the  whole  town  was 
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built  of  timber.  The  abbey  stood  about  a  mile 
from  the  town,  in  which  Cardinal  Wolsey  died, 
November  39th,  1530,  od  hii  journey  to  Loodou. 
In  the  reign  of  James  I.,  it  was  sold  to  the  Earl  of 
Devx)nshire,  in  whose  iiunily  it  still  continues : 
and  during  the  ciril  wan  in  the  reign  of  Heiuy  I, 
was  burned  by  a  party  from  Ashby  de  la  Zouch, 
under  Henry  Hastings,  afterwards  created  Lord 
l^oughborough.  It  has  continued  erer  since  in 
ruins.  The  towo-ball  stands  nearly  adjoining 
to  St.  Martin's  church,  and  was  before  the  Refor- 
mation the  Corpus  Christ!  guild ;  this  hall  in  point 
of  magnitude  is  considerable,  but  it  is  not  elegant ; 
in  it  are  beld  the'  asaize*  and  sessions  for  the  town, 
assemblies  of  the  eoqwratioB.  &c,  and  the  electioB 
of  members  of  FarlianMut.  The  prisons  are,  the 
county  gaol,  the  town  gaol,  lately  r^uilt,  and  the 
coMDty  and  town  bridewells.  The  principal  trade 
of  the  town  is  in  the  manufacture  of  atockingSi  of 
which,  several  years  ago,  the  value  amounted  to 
60,000/.  annually,  and  of  late  has  much  increased. 
Most  of  the  streets  of  this  town  are  narrow  and 
dirty,   but   the  market-place  is  remarkably  largt 
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This  town  has  been  represented  in  Parliament 
from  the  S3d  of  Edward  I. 

Petitions,  &c.  May  16,  1661.  Sergeant 
Cbarleton  reported  touching  the  double  return  for 
this  town,  when  the  House 

Resolved :  **  That  Sir  John  Prettyman  was  diily 
elected,  and  ought  to  sit." 

March  28,  1690.  A  petition  of  Thomas  Bab- 
bington,  esq.,  against  the  return  of  Sir  Edward 
Abney  and  Lawrence  Carter,  esq.  by  means  of 
several  undue  practices. 

No  report  appears. 

Nov.  9,  1703.  A  petition  of  Lawrence  Carter, 
jun.,  esq.,  against  the  return  of  Sir  George  Beau- 
mont and  James  Winstanley,  esq.,  by  means  of 
many  undue  and  illegal  practices,  combined  with 
unlawful  proceedings  on  the  part  of  the  mayor  and 
bailiff. 

The  state  of  the  poll  was — 

For  Sir  George  Beaumont  • . .  .685 

Mr.  Winstanley 593 

The  Petitioner 592 

After  hearing  evidences  on  both  sides^  the  com-* 
mittee  resolved,  1 .  **  That  any  person  having  a  right 
to  vote  for  two  members  to  serve  in  Parliament, 
who  has  given  a  single  vote,  has  no  right  to  come 
afterwards,  and  give  a  second  vote,  during  the  same 
election." 

9.  <*  That  such  freemen  as  were  made  free  at  the 
chaise  of  any  of  the  candidates  have  not  a  right  to 
vote." 
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3.  <*  That  persona  living  in  this  borough  bycer* 
tificate,  not  having  gained  a  settlement,  by  renting 
a  teoeraeDt  often  poundt  pertmnum,  or  serving  an 
annual  office,  are  not  entitled,  by  paying  scot  and 
lot,  to  vote  in  the  election  of  bni^esses  to  serve  in 
Parliament/'-^The  right  of  eleetioa  was  tbeit 
agreed  to  be  in  the  fireemen  not  receiving  alms, 
and  in  the  Inhabitants  pnying  scot  and  lot. 

4.  "  That  Sir  Geoi^e  Beaumont  i«  duly  elected 
a  buigesB  to  serve  in  this  ParliafBent  for  this  bo- 
rough." 

6.  "  That  James  Winstanley^  e«q.,  is  not  duly 
elected." 

6.  "  That  Lawrence  Carter,  esc|.,  is  dtily^ elected 
a  burgess  to  serve  in  this  Parliament  for  this  bo- 
rough." 

The  first  five  resolutions  being  read  twice  were 
agreed  to  by  the  House,  but  tbetfittlf  being  re*d 
a  second  time  was  disagreed  to. 

Pari.  7.  Thomas  Boothby  Skrymsher,  esq.,  pe- 
titioned. 

Pari.  8.  Several  fi«etnen  petitioned  against 
James  Wigley,  esq. 
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to  serve  in  Parliament  for  the  borough  of  Lei- 
cester. 

Agreed  to  be  in  the  freemen  not  receiving  ahniy' 
and  in  the  inhabitants  paying  scot  and  lot ;  but 
persoDs  living  in  the  borough  of  Leicester^  by  cer* 
tificate^  not  having  gained  a  settlemeDt^  by  rentiogf 
ten  poundi  perannumf  or  servii^  in  an  annual 
Qfficet  are  not  entitled^  by  paying  scot  and  lot,  to 
vote. 

Number  of  voters — about  SOOO. 

R«T0ENtKa  OF9iccR~4he  Mayor. 

POLITICAL  CVARJkCTRR. 

Tbia  town  having  derived  great  advantages  from 
the  success  of  its  manu£u:tures,  and  the  right  of 
election  beii^  in  the  fteemen  at  large,  and  inha* 
bitants  paying  scot  and  lot,  is  therefore  neither 
under  the  immediate  influence  of  aristocracy  nor 
administration.    A  violent  contest  happened  at 
the  general  election  in  1790,  in  which  Samuel 
Smith,  esq.,  of  Nottingham,  and  Nathaniel  Brassey 
Halhead,  esq.,  were  candidates  on  the  court  in- 
terest, and;  Thomas  Boothby  Parkins,  esq.,  eldest 
son  of  Sir*  Thomas  Parkins,  hart.,    and  Lewis 
Monti»tieti»  esq.,  on  that  of  opposition.     After  a 
poll  of  several  days,  a  coalition  took  place  between 
all  the  parties  ;  Mr.  Halhead  and  Mr.  Montilieu 
agreed  to  decline,  that  one  of  each  party  might  be 
chosen  without  further  contest.    Such  an  attempt 
to  intrude  upon  them  two  representatives,  in  open 
violMion  of  the  freedom  of  election,  had  nearly 
proved  fatal  to  the  town.    The  populace  began  to 
commit  depredations,  and  had  it  not  been  for  the 
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interference  of  the  military,  their  proceedings 
would  have  tennimtted  in  the  most  serious  cila- 
ratty. 

Another  severe  ccHitest  took  place  in  1798,  be- 
tween John  MaDoen,  esq.,  supported  by  his  bro* 
ther.  Sir  William  Manners,  who  had  greftt  property 
in  this  town  and  its  neighbourhood,  and  Thomas 
BsbbingtoD,  esq.,  supported  by  the  corporation. 
Afler  a  poll  which  lasted  several  days,  Mr.  Ba- 
bington  was  returned. 

At  the  general  election  in  1803,  the  late  Felix 
Macartby,  esq.,  opposed  the  two  old  members,  Mr. 
Samuel  Smith  and  Mr.  Babington  ;  but  at  the  close 
of  the  fourth  day's  poll,  from  the  circumstance  of 
his  late  arrival,  finding  that  he  was  not  likely  to 
have  a  final  majority,  he  declined  the  contest. 


LINCOLNSHIRE. 

Lincolnshire,  a  county  of  England,  bounded 
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cultute.    By  a  return  made  in  1805^  the  area  of 
this  county  is  stated  to  be  3,787  square  statute 
miles,  equal  to  1,783^680  statute  acres ;  the  num^ 
ber  of  inhabitants  on  each  square  mile,  containing 
640  acres,  is  75,  and  the  total  number  of  persons^ 
909)095.    The  total  amount  of  money  raised  by 
the  poor's  rate  in  1803  was  145,848/.,  at  the  rate 
of  3^.  Id.  in  the  pound,  and  the  gross  amount  of 
the  assessment  under  the  property- tax  of  1806 
was  9,704,736/.     The  average  of  the  deaths  for  10 
years  appears  to  be  as  1  to  49}  of  the  present  po^ 
pulatiom    The  number  of  acres  are  estimated  at 
1,893,100,  of  which  there  may  be  473,000  acres  of 
inclosed,  marsh,  and  fen  lands,  900,000  of  com- 
mons,   wastes,    and    unembanked  salt  marshes, 
968,000  of  common  fields,  95,000  of  woodlands, 
and  997,190  inclosed  upland.    The  features  of  the 
county  of  Lincoln  are  strongly  marked  by  pature. 
Contiguous  to  the  sea  in  the  southern  part  is  a 
great  extent  of  low-land,  much  of  which  was  once 
marsh  and  fen,  but  now  become,  by  the  gradual  ex- 
ertions of  above  150  years  one  of  the  richest  tracts 
in  the  kingdom.     Advancing  to  the  northward, 
along  the  coast,  thi^  rich  tract  becomes  narrow, 
but  reaches  to  the  H umber,  and  there  contracts  to 
a  mere  edging  of  marsh  land,  cut  off  by  the  cliffs 
which  rise  on  the  Trent-mouth  from  a  nearly  simi- 
lar tract,  which  fills  all  the  part  of  the  county  on 
the  left  side  of  that  great  river.     The  heaths  north 
and  south  of  Lincoln  are  calcareous  hills,   and 
command  many  fine  views  over  the  lower  country. 
Id  the  time  of  the  Britons,  this  county  was  inha- 
bited by  the  Coritani,  and  und^  the  Romans  it 
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formed  a  part  of  the  province  of  Flavta  Csesarienns. 
It  belonged  to  the  kingdom  of  Mercia  dnrrng  the 
heptarchy.  Lincolnshire  is  divided  into  three  parts 
or  provinces,  viz.  Holland,  Keateven,  and  Ltndsey, 
and  sub-divided  into  30  hundreds  and  wapeotakes, 
which  contain  630  parishes,  one  city,  and  31  mar- 
ket-towns. The  division  called  the  Partt  of 
Lindsey  is  much  the  lai^est,  comprehending  all 
the  county  from  Fossedike  and  the  Witham  north- 
wards. It  is  upon  the  whole  the  highest  part  of 
this  county ;  toward  the  north-eastern  part  is  a 
large  tract  of  heathy  land,  called  the  Woldsy  of 
which  the  sonthem  portion  is  well  inhabited,  but 
the  northern  very  thin  of  people.  Great  flocks  of 
sheep  ere  bred  throughout  this  tract.  The  north- 
western part  of  Lindsey  contains  the  river  island 
of  Axholnic,  formed  by  the  rivers  Trent,  Dun,  and 
Idle;  a  rich  low  tract,  in  which  great  quantities 
of  flax  are  cultivated.  The  Partt  of  Keateven 
contain  the  western  part  of  the  county  from  the 
middle  to  the  southern  extremity.  It  possesses  a 
variety  of  soil,  and,  though  intermixed  with  large 
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tpn,  Binbrookt  Bolingbroke,  Bourn,  j^urghi  Bur- 
ton, Caistor,  Crowland,  Crowle,  Deeping,  Don- 
nington,   Falkingham«   Gainsborough,   Glandford 
Briggs,    Holbeach,    Hornc^stle,   Kjrton,   Louth, 
Market  Raisin,  Saltfli^et,  Sleaford,  Spalding,  Spils- 
bury,  Stanton,  Tattereal,  Wainfleet,  and  Wragby. 
The  first  four,  with  the  city  of  Lincoln  and  the 
county,  return  each  two  members  to  Parliament. 
With  respect  to  the  general  produpts  of  Lincoln- 
shire, its  higher  grounds  yield  grain  of  all  sorts  in 
abundance ;  and  its  lower,  oats,  hemp,  flax^  woodi 
and  almost  every  other  article  of  culture.     It  is 
particularly  distinguished  as  a  grazing  county,  and 
if  remarkable  for  rearing  all  kinds  of  aninials  to 
the  greatest  size  and  weight :  the  oxen  weighing 
from  80  to  100  stone,  of  14lb.  to  the  stone.    It  is 
equally  famous  for  horses  and  sheep,  the  latter 
being  clothed  with  a  long  thick  wool,  peculiarly 
fitted  for  the  worsted  and  course  woollen  manu- 
factures,  of  which  great  quantities  are  sent  into 
Yorkshire  and  other  counties.      Lincolnshire  is 
only  in  a  small  degree  a  manufacturing  county, 
and  has  much  declined  both  in  population  and 
consequence.     A  principal  reason  of  this  is  the 
decay  of  its  sea  and  river  ports,  which,  though 
formerly  numerous,  are  now  aln^ost  entirely  choak- 
ed  up  with  sand,  and  some  of  them  quite  deserted 
by  the  ocean. 

REPRESENTATIVE    HISTORY. 

This  county  has  sent  members  to  Parliament 
from  the  first  summons  of  knights  of  the  shire. 

K  3 
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Fetitions,  1677-  Mr.  Hatchet,  sheriff  of 
Lincolnshire,  on  a  vacancy  for  the  borough  of 
Stamford,  in  that  couoty,  offered  himself  a  candi- 
date, and  had  a  nu^ority  of  votes ;  bat,  probably 
from  an  idea  that  a  sheriff  could  not  return  him- 
self, he  made  a  return  of  H.  Nowell,  esq.,  the  other 
candidate,  and  then  presented  a  petition  to  the 
committee  of  elections,  desiring  to  be  received  to 
his  seat  in  the  toom  of  Mr.  Nowell.  This  occa- 
sioned a  debate  in  the  House  ;  and,  on  the  ques- 
tion being  put,  the  petition  was  rejected. 

April  1>  1690.  John  Chaplin,  esq.,  sheriff  of 
Lincolnshire,  was  returned  for  Great  Grimsby,  in 
that  county,  and  petitioned  against  on  that  ground. 
The  petition  does  not  appear  to  have  been  pro- 
ceeded on. 

Dee.  J,  1693.  A  petition  of  Sir  John  Bolls, 
bart.,  against  the  return  of  Sir  Thomas  Hussey, 
by  means  of  many  illegal  and  undue  practices. 

No  report  appears. 

POLITICAL   CHABACTKB. 
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LINCOLN— CITY, 

Lincoln  City,  131  miles  from  London  by 
Ancaster,  136  miles  by  Newark,  and  199  by  Pe- 
terborough, stands  in  a  cold  situation  on  a  high 
hill,  by  tbe  side  of  the  river  Witham.    It  contains 
1,516  bouses,   inhabited  by  7,398  persons,  viz. 
3,474  males,  and  3,934  females,  of  whom  1 ,698 
were  returned  employed  in  various  trades,  bandi* 
crafts,  and  manufactures,  and  718  in  agriculture. 
It  is  a  very  ancient  city,  and  was  formerly  sur- 
rounded with  walls,  and  defended  by  towers.   On 
the  common  called  Carham  was  a  city  of  the 
Britons,  if  one  of  their  fastnesses  may  be  so  called, 
but  the  Roman  city  called  Lindum  was  built  on 
the  hill,   in   the  form  of  a  lai^e  square.    The 
southern  wall  was  sufficiently  secured  by  tbe  pre- 
cipice, and  the  other  three  sides  were  surrounded 
with  a  deep  trench,  part  of  which  is  still  remain- 
ing.   The  north  Roman  gate  of  the  city,  called 
Newport  gate,  still  remains^  consisting  of  a  semi- 
circular arch,  16  feet  in  diameter,  and  10  feet  thick 
at  the  bottom,  and  is  one  of  the  noblest  remnants 
of  Roman  architecture  left  in  Britain.   The  stones 
are  held  together  by  their  wedge-like  form,  no 
mortar  or  dement  having  been  used  in  its  con- 
struction.    From  this  gate  part  of  the  old  Roman 
wall  may  be  seen,  built  of  stone  well  cemented  to- 
gether.   The  Romans,  on  finding  this  city  not 
well  situated  for  navigation,  built  another  on  the 
declivity  of  the  bill.    In  Edward  the  Confessor's 
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lime,  Lincoln  contained  1,070  houses,  and  900 
bui^esses,  and  a  strong  castle  was  erected  here  by 
William  the  Conqueror,  to  keep  the  citizens  in 
awe.  This  city  formerly  contained  Si  parish 
churches,  and  a  gr^at  number  of  religious  houses, 
but  in  the  second  year  of  King  Edwftrd  VI.  the 
churches  were  reduced  to  I  J.  Lincoln  was 
erected  into  a  bishopric  in  the  year  1,088,  the  see 
being  removed  hepe  from  Dorclrcster,  in  Oxford- 
shire. The  cathedral  is  a  magnificent  fabric,  and 
reported  to  be  the  largest  in  extent  of  any  in  Eng- 
land, except  that  of  York.  The  situation  is  much 
to  its  advantage,  as  it  stands  on  the  edge  of  a  steep 
bill,  and  may  be  seen  tlirougfa  five  or  six  of  the 
adjoining  coiintieb.  Its  length  fhim  east  to  west 
IS  530  feet,  and  the  length  of  the  great  transept 
9S7.  From  the  pkrement  to  the  top  of  the  lant- 
born  in  the  round  tower  is  134  feet.  There  are  at 
present  in  the  city,  13  churches,  but  all  of  them 
are  small  miserable  looking  buildings.  The  ruins 
of  the  castle  are  venerable,  and  from  their  bold 
and  commanding  situation  on  a  high  hill,  must 
once  have  formed   a   place   of  great  strength. 
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which  passes  by  the  side  of  the  principal  street  is 
arched  over,  so  that  notbiog  of  it  is  seen  ;  but  it 
makes  a  large  lake  on  the  west  side,  and  has  a 
canal  called  the  Fosse«-dike,  by  which  it  has  a 
communication  with  the  Trent,  and  by  means  of 
that  river  with  the  principal  canals  throughout 
the  kingdom.  The  upper  town  contains  several 
good  buildings,  and  the  very  steepest  part  of  the 
ascent  of  the  hill  is  one  of  the  principal  parts  of 
the  city  for  trade.  The  corn  and  wool  trade  is 
great  here,  large  quantities  of  both  being  sent  into 
Yorkshire,  whence  the  vessels  return  laden  with 
coals.  In  the  reign  of  Edward  III.  this  city  was 
made  the  staple  for  wool,  leather,  and  lead.  On 
the  plain,  north  of  Lincoln,  was  fought  the  famous 
battle  between  the  partizans  of  the  Empress  Maud 
and  King  Stephen,  in  which  th^  latter  was  de- 
feated and  taken  prisoner.  Lincoln  has  lately 
been  much  improved,  in  consequence  of  an  act  for 
lighting,  paving,  and  watching  it.  The  gaol  is 
situated  in  the  yard  of  the  ancient  castle.  Fairs, 
first  Tuesday  sdfter  April  12  acid  July  5«  second 
Wednesday  in  September,  and  November  12. 

REPRESENTATIVE  HISTORY. 

This  city  had  summons  with  London  and  York 
to  send  burgesses  to  Parliament  in  the  49th  of 
Henry  III.,  and  has  continued  so  to  do  to  the 
present  time. 

Petitions.  Dec.  5,  1695.  A  petition  of 
Sir  Edward  Hussey,  hart.,  against  the  return  of  Sir 
John  Bolls,  by  means  of  various  corrupt  and  un* 
due  practices. 
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No  report  appears. 

Part.  8.     Tbomas  CfaapHn,  esq.,  petitioned. 

Far).  13.  Thomai  Scroope,  esq.,  petitiooed, 
but  afterwards  withdrew  bit  petition. 

May  4,  1796.  A  report  being  made  that  John 
Fenton  Cawthorne,  esq.,  a  member  of  this  House, 
and  colonel  of  the  Middlesex  Westminster  rai- 
ment of  militia,  had  beeii  tried  and  found  guilty 
by  a  court-martial  of  several  chaises  of  embezzle- 
ment and  infamous  behaviour,  and  was  sentenced 
to  be  cashiered,  and  rendered  un6t  to  serve  his 
Majesty  in  any  military  capacity  whatever.  The 
minutes  of  the  said  court  martial  and  sentence 
being  laid  before  the  House,  a  motion  was  made 
.that  for  his  said  ofience  he  be  expelled  this 
House  as  an  unfit  person  to  hold  a  seat  in  Farlia- 
pBent.— -Upop  4  division  for  the  expulsion  there 
appeared: 

Ayes....... ,., 108 

Noes IS 

M^orit^  for  the  sjcpuUion  ....  96 
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COBPORATION. 

It  19  governed  by  a  mayor,  twelve  aldertneD^ 
two  sheriflfs,  a  recorder,  four  coroners,  and  forty- 
eight  common  councilmen. 

This  city  is  a  county  of  itself,  and  has  a  vis- 
countial  jurisdiction  twenty  miles  round,  a  privi« 
lege  enjoyed  by  no  other  city  in  England. 

BIGHT  OF  XLXCTION. 

There  is  no  resolution  of  the  House  respecting 
the  right  of  electiop,  but  it  is  conceived  to  be  in 
the  Freemen* 

Number  of  voters — 1,900.  • 

Returning  OFFiCERS-^the  Mayor  and  She- 
riffs. 

Patrons — Lord    Monson    and    the    Earl   of 

Buckinghamshire^ 

POLITICAL  CHARACTER. 

The  influence  that  prevails  in  this  city  is  that 
of  Lord  Monson,  whose  residence  at  Burton 
Hall  is  within  two  miles  of  the  place,  and  that  of 
the  Earl  of  Buckinghamshire,  who  has  also  a  seat 
in  the  neighbourhood.  These  noblemen  nomi- 
nated the  members  at  the  last  general  election  in 

isie. 

The  expense  of  a  contest  here  is  estimated  at 
twelve  thousand  pounds  to  each  party.  This 
arises  from  the  number  of  non-resident  freemen, 
who  are  to  be  collected  from  all  parts  of  the  king- 
dom, by  the  candidates  and  their  agents ;  from  the 
sums  given  to  the  voters  which  vary  according  to 
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'  circumstances  ;  and  the  enormous  demaDds  for  rib- 
bons and  treating.  The  dread  of  incurring  these 
expenses  left  the  electors  with  only  one  candidate 
at  the  last  general  election  in  ISl'i.  The  friends 
of  the  Earl  of  Buckinghamshire,  were  fearful  of 
naming  their  roan  till  the  moraing  of  election, 
wben  they  proposed  a  gentleman  who  was  abroad 
in  the  military  service  in  Spain,  who  was  totally 
unknown  to  the  people,  and  unconnected  with  the 
place.  It  is  generally  understood  that  if  any  in- 
dependent candidate  could  have  been  found,  be 
would  have  been  chosen  without  opposition,  but 
expresses  were  sent  off  to  seVeral  gentlemen,  and 
no  one  could  be  prevailed  on  to  encounter  the 
danger,  in  consequence  of  which  the  nominees  of 
the  two  noble  &milies  were  returned. 


GRANTHAM. 

GsANTHAH,4i  bofough  aod  market-town  in  the 
liberties  of  Grantham  Soke^  and  parts  of  Kesteven, 

Lincoln,  14  miles  from  Newark,  and   111  J  from 
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man  and  burgesses  act  as  justices  of  the  peace*  A 
navigable  caiial  passes  from  Graotham  to  Nottiog- 
ham,  where  it  joins  the  Tretit,  and  thence  runs  to 
Crotnford  in  Derbyshire.  The  mark^  is  on  Sa- 
turday, and  is  well  supplied  with  corn  and  all 
•kinds  of  provisions.  The  fairs  are  on  the  ^t|i 
Monday  in  Lenf,  Holy-Thursday,  July  10,  Oc- 
tober 96,  and  December  17,  all  for  horses,  cattle,&c. 

REPRESENTATIVE  HISTORY. 

This  borough  never  returned  members  to  Par- 
liament till  the  7th  of  £dward  IV.,  who  made  it  a 
free  botough,  mimo  1463- 

Pfetiti-ONS,  6dc.  Feb.  4,  1580.  A  report  be- 
ing made  to  the  House  that  Mr.  Arthur  Hall,  (a 
tnember  of  this  House)  had  been  guilty  of  issuing 
from  the  press  a  libel,  charging  some  of  the  parti- 
cular good  members  of  this  Hon.  House  with 
Drxikkenness,  m  bei$ig  mccofnpatUed  in  i/teir 
councils  with  BacchuS;  and  various  other  slander- 
ofis,  and  derogatory  abuse. 

Resolv^,  ''  That  the  said  Arthur  Hall,  be 
fiyHthwith  Mtit  for  by  the  sergeant  at  arms,  to 
MMik^  %)^  lipp^msfnce  here,  and  also  for  the  printer 
of  the^ttid  lifeeft,*'— and  furth^ 

H^olv^,  ''  "Sboukl  the  said  Arthur  Hall  at- 
tempt to  withdraw  himself  from  the  vigilance  of 
the  sergeimt  at  arms,  that  it  be  an  instruction  to 
any  member  of  this  House,  who  should  first  happen 
to  see 'or  meet  the  said  delinquent,  to  seize  and 
bring  him  forth  to  answer  the  charges  exhibited 
against  him,  with  all  possible  speed.*' 

The  said   Mr.    Hall,  the  printer,  scrivener  and 
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other*  coonected  id  settiDg  forth  the  said  libel, 
baviDg  been  examined  by  Mr.  Vice-Chancel  lor, 
&c,,  aod  the  report  thereon  being  made, 

14th.  Mr.  Hall  was  brought  to  the  bar,  he  sub- 
mitted  himself  to  the  House,  refusing  to  make  any 
answer  or  defence,  but  acknowledged  his  error, 
and  prayed  pardon  of  the  House. 

ResoWed,  "  That  he  should  be  committed  to 
the  prison  of  the  Tower,  and  remain  there  six 
months,  and  so  much  longer  till  he  should  wil- 
lingly make  a  retraction  of  the  said  libel  to  the 
Batis&cti(Hi  of  this  House" — and. 

Resolved,  "  That  a  Sue  of  dOO  marks  be  asses- 
sed, to  her  Mfgesty's  use,  upon  the  said  Mr.  Hall. 

Resolred,  "  That  the  said  Mr.  Halt  should  be 
severed  and  cut  off  from  being  a  member  of  this 
House  any  more,  during  the  continuance  of  this 
Parliament,  and  that  Mr.  Speaker  should  direct  a 
new  warrant  for  awarding  a  new  writ,  in  lieu  of 
the  said  Arthur  Hall" — and  further 

ResolTed,  "  That  the  said  slanderous  libel, 
should  and  shall  be  held,  deemed,  taken,  and  ad- 
judged to  be  utterly  false,  and  erroneous,  and  that 
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May  93,  1678,  The  same  petition  was  again 
presented. 

Sir  Thomas  Mures  reported  fix>m  the  committee 
to  which  the  petitions  were  referred. 

Resolved,  *'  That  Sir  Robert  Markham  is  not 
duly  elected." 

''  That  Sir  William  Ellis  is  duly  elected."— 
which  resolutions  being  read  twice—the  first  was 
disagreed  to ; — and, 

Resolved,  **  That  Sir  Robert  Markham  is  duly 
elected  a  burgess  for  this  borough." 

May^SO,  16S5.  A  petition  of  John  Newton, 
esq.,  touching  the  election  for  this  borough. 

June  3.  A  petition  of  Sir  William  Ellis  to  the 
same  effect. 

No  report  appears. 

Jan.  i,  1697*  A  petition  of  the  inhabitants  of 
this  borough  against  the  return  of  Sir  John  Tho- 
rold,  by  means  of  bribery,  &c. 

No  determination. 

Dec.  1,  1710.  A  petition  of  Sir  John  Thorold, 
bart.,  against  the  return  of  the  Marquis  of  Granby, 
by  means  of  undue  practices. 

Jan.  11,  1711.  The  petitioner's  counsel  in- 
sisted that  the  right  of  election  is  *'  in  the  Free- 
men of  the  borough,  not  receiving  alms  or  weekly 
collections." 

For  Lord  Granby,  it  was  insisted  '*  that  this 
was  a  borough  by  prescription,  and  that  the  freemen 
receiving  alms  and  charity,  had  a  right  to  vote." 

Resolved,  <^  That  the  right  of  election  of  mem- , 
herd  to.  serve  in  Parliament  for  the  said  borough^  is 


COUNTIES,  CITIES,  AND  BOROUGHS. 

in  tbe  Freemen  of  the  saiJ  borough,  not  receiving 
alms  or  charity." 

*<  That  the  Lord  Marquis  of  Granby  is  not  duly 
elected." 

"  That  Sir  John  Thorold,  bart.,  is  duly  elected 
a  burgess  to  serve  for  this  borough  ;  which  resolu- 
tions being  read  twice,  were  agreed  to  by  the 
House. 

CORPOBATION 

Consists  of  an  atdermao,  recorder,  twelve  com- 
mon burgesses,  and  twelve  second-men,  a  coroner, 
and  an  eacheator,  and  has  six  cooatablea  to  attend 
the  court. 

SIGHT  OF  ELECTION 

Jan.  11,  1730.  la  in  the  Freemen  of  this  said 
borough,  resident  or  non  resident,  not  receiving 
alms  or  charity. 

NuUBER  or  TOTEBS — 8J0. 

Rbtcbkikg  OFFICER — the  Aidennao. 
Patron— ^ir  William  Manners— one  member. 
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contest  of  three  days,  the  election  terminated, 
when  the  poll  stood  for 

Sir  W.  E.  Welby 434 

Edward  Thoroton,  esq 434 

John  Manners,  esq 406 

Hon.  A.  B.  Dan  vers 389 

The  two  first  were  supported  by  the  Duke  of 
Rutland,  and  Lord  Brownlow,  and  the  two  latter 
by  Sir  William  Manners. 

Previous  to  this  election  it  had  been  customary 
for  the  voters  to  receive  two  guineas  from  each 
candidate ;  at  this  election  the  price  rose  to  ten 
guineas. 

The  borough  continued  to  be  contested  from 
1802  till  the  last  general  election  in  1S19,  when 
Lord  Brownlow,  having  sold  his  property  in  Gran* 
tham  to  Sir  William  Manners,  and  the  Duke  of 
Rutland  agreeing  to  withdraw  his  influence,  and 
to  discontinue  all  further  interference  in  the  elec- 
tions at  this  place,  on  condition  of  being  permitted 
to  sport  over  the  extensive  manors  of  Sir  William 
Manners,  it  was  imagined  that  Sir  William  would 
unite  the  intire  political  influence,  with  the  im- 
mense property  he  possesses  in  the  town,  and  its 
neighbourhood.  The  corporation,  however,  who 
have  the  power  of  making  an  unlimited  number  of 
non-resident  freemen,  can  at  any  time  counteract 
the  influence  of  property,  and  this  body  espousing 
the  interest  of  Sir  William  Earl  Welby  one  of  the 
old  members,  a  compromise  took  place  for  that 
time,  and  the  corporation  and  Sir  William  Man* 
nerd  returned  each  a  member. 

It  remains  undetermined  whether  the  corpora- 
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tioo  will  come  und^r  the  influence  of  Sir  Wiltiam 
MaDDen,  or  both  parties  feel  it  their  intesest  to 
continue  the  compromise,  or  decide  their  supe- 
riority by  a  future  contest.  The  only  way  that 
the  corporation -can  prevent  Sir  Witliam  Manners 
from  having  the  control  of  the  borough,  is  by 
following  the  example  of  the  corporation  of  Bed- 
ford, who  created  such  a  number  offreemen  io  the 
year  1768  as  to  overwhelm  the  ioQuence  of  the 
Duke  of  Bedford. 


STAMFORD,  OR  STANFORD. 

Stahfobd,  a  boFougb  and  market-towut  con- 
aistiog  of  five  parishes,  in  the'  hundred  of  Ness, 
and  parts  of  Kesteven,  Lincoln,  89S  miles  from 
London  by  Hatfield,  and  SSi  by  Ware,  is  situated 
on  the  river  Welland,  oo  the  borders  of  Northamp- 
tonshire and  Rutlandshire.  The  five  parishes  con- 
tain 690  houses  and  40S9  inhabitants,  of  whom 
9198  were  employed  in  trade,  exclusive  of  the  ont- 
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retired  hither,  atid  formed  establishments  fot  ya-> 
rious  branches  of  literature ;  but  they  were  of 
short  duration.  •-  Here  the  custom  of  borough 
English  prevails,  by  which  the  younger  son  in- 
herits from  a  father  dying  intestate*  Over  the 
Welland  is  a  fine  stone  bridge  of  5  arches.  The 
town*hall  at  the  end  of  the  bridge^  is  a.handsome 
building.  The  chief  trade  of  this  town  is  in  malt, 
coal^  and  freestone.  The  market  days  are  on 
Monday  and  Friday.  Fairs,  Tuesday  before  ISth 
February,  Monday  before  Midlent,  ditto  before  the 
J 9th  May,  and  after  Corptfs  Christi,  Augusts,  and 
November  8« 

REPRESENTATIVE  HISTORY. 

This  borough  sent  members  to  Parliament  in  the 
93rd,  96th,  98tb,  30th,  33rd,  and  34th  of  Edward 
the  First,  the  15th  of  Edward  the  Second,  and  to 
a  council  in  the  11th  of  Edward  the  Third,  but 
made  no  other  return  till  Edward  the  Fourth's 
reign « 

Petitions,  &c.  May  9»  1660.  Mr.  Turner 
report^  upon  the  double  return  for  this  borough, 
that  Francis  Wingfield^  esq^,  was  duly  chosen,  and 
ought  to  sit,  to  which  the  House  agreed,  and  the 
return  was  amended  accordingly. 

July  6>  166 1.  Mr.  Sergeant  Chareton  reported, 
touching  the  right  of  election,  and  the  return  of 
William  Montague,  and  William  Stafford,  esqrs., 
when  it  was  agreed  by  the  House, 

*'  That  the  right  of  election  was  in  such  Free« 
men  only  as  paid  scot  and  lot,  and  that  the  said 
members  were  duly  elected/' 

fart  II.  VOL.  II.  L 
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MsMvh  97,  1677.  A  motion  beiog  made  that 
the  petitioD  of  Mr.  Hatcher,  high  bailiff  of  Lin- 
coln, be  rejected,  setting  forth  that  he  is  duly 
elected,  Qotwitbflt&Dding  be  has  himself  returned 
Henry  Newell,  esq. 

Reaoked,  "  That  tbesaid  petitioo  be  rented." 

Pari.  7.     Charles  Bertie,  esq.,  petitioned. 

Pari.  8.  Savile  Cuat,  esq.,  petitioned,  renewed 
sess.  9,  against  John  Proby,  esq.,  who  was  voted 
duly  elected. 

March  8,  1736.  Resolved,  "  That  the  right  of 
election  is  io  the.  Inhabitants  paying  scot  and  lot, 
and  not  receiving  alms  or  public  charities." 

COBPQSATION. 

It  is  governed  by  a  mayor,  a  recorder,  twelve 
aldermen,  a  town-clerk«  twenty-four  capital  bur- 
gesses, and  two  sergeants  at  mace. 

BIGHT  or  XLKCTIOK. 

See  Representative  History. 

NUHBBE  OP  TOTBB9-I-640. 

Retdbnikg  ofvicbb — the  Mayor. 
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few  years  since  by  the  late  Richard  Jepthson 
Oddy,  esq.,  who  caused  a  hotel,  and  several  new 
houses  to  be  built  in  the  town^  lAit  he  was  not 
able  to  overcome  this  weight  of  property. 

At  the  l^t  gebciral  election  in  1812,  Sir  Gemrd 
Noel,  barf .,  tbe  pr^ent  member  for  RutlandshlM 
0|>{MMed  the  nomimtfon  of  tbe  Marquis  of  £xet€(ri 
The  numbehi  on  the  finalclose  of  the  poll  Wer^ 
for 

Evan  Foulkes,  esq.  •  • 360 

LfOrd  Henriiker •••••954 

Sir  G.N.Noel 87^8 

The  inhabitants  of  this  toWti  hate  tery  exf  rsi- 
(rtdinary  privileges,  particularly  a  freedom  from 
the  jurisdiction  of  the  sheriff  of  the  county,  and 
ffOtn  being  iittpanfieiled  on  juried  out  of  the  town  : 
they  are  exetnipted  fi^om  the  government  of  all  lordil 
lieiitehant ;  are  entitled  to  hliVe  the  returns  of  all 
trrits,  and  claim  the  priyilegibdf  havirig  the  militia 
of  the  town  Commanded  by  theit  oi^n  officers ;  iii 
Hhort,  tbe  mayor  being  ^bO  king^s  lord  lieutenants 
and  immediately  under  his  majesty^s  command, 
he  is  esteemed,  within  the  liberties  and  jurisdiction 
of  the  town,  the  second  tnan  in  the  kingdom. 

Here  was  fought  tbe  first  battle  between  the 
Brtons  and  Sas^onsj  m  which  the  former  were  en- 
tirely routed,  and  left  their  enemies  in  the  posses^ 
sion  of  th^  field. 
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GREAT  GRIMSBY. 

Gbeat  Geihsby  is  a  borough,  market-town, 
•Dd  parUb  in  the  handred  of  Bradley  Haventoe, 
Bod  Liodsay  divisioa  of  LidcoId,  near  the  mouth 
of  the  Humber,  18  miles  firom  Market  Raisio,  and 
170}  from  Ilondon ;  containing  957  houses  and 
l,j94  inhabitants,  of  whom  318  were  returned  as 
being  employed  in  trade  and  manufacture.  This 
is  one  of  the  most  ancient  boroughs  in  the  king- 
dom, and  was  a  mayoralty  in  the  reign  of  King 
John.  Two  of  the  aldermen  are  annually  elected 
justices  of  the  peace,  who,  with  the  mayor,  bold 
a  court  every  Tuesday,  as  do  also  the  ballifia 
every  Friday.  The  town  has  several  good  streets, 
and  the  bouses  are  in  general  well  built.  It  was 
formerly  considerably  more  extensive,  and  had 
two  parish  churches,  but  only  one  now  lemains, 
which  is  a  very  large  and  handsome  building,  in 
the  form  of  a  cross,  with  a  tower  in  the  centre.  It 
had   likewise  a  castle,  and  a  very  considerable 
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of  June  and  4th  September,  but  no  stock  is  ever 
seen  at  them. 

aiLPRBSXKTATITE   HISTORY. 

This  borough  has  sent  members  to  Parliament 
from  the  93rd  of  Edward  I.  to  the  present  time. 

Petitions,  &c.  Nov.  SS,  1667-  Sergeant 
Charleton  reported  from  the  committee,  in  the  case 
of  the, election  for  this  borough,  between  Sir  Philip 
Tyrwhit  and  Sir  Fletcher  Holies— 

**  That  the  election  was  not  Toid." 

''  TbatSir  Philip  Tyrwhit  was  not  duly  elected.'^ 
/*  That  Sir  Fletcher  Holies  was  duly  elected.'^ 
To  all  which  the  House  agreed,  and  ordered  the 
return  to  be  amended. 

April  13,  1673.  A  petition  (not  mentioned  by 
whom)  against  Sir  Christopher  Wray. 

May  5, .     Resolved :   *'  That  Christopher 

Wray  is  well  and  duly  returned  ;" — to  which  the 
House  agreed. 

April  1,  1690.  A  petition  of  Sir  Thomas  Ber- 
nardiston,  esq.,  against  the  return  of  John  Chap- 
lein,  esq. 

No  determination. 

Dec.  8,  1699.  A  petition  of  Richard  Robinson, 
esq.,  by  means  of  bribery,  treats,  and  many  other 
^1^1  practices. 

Feb.  6,  1700.     Petition  withdrawn. 

Feb.  13,  — — .  A  petition  of  Arthur  Moor, 
esq.»  against  the  return  of  Mr.  William  Coats- 
worth,  by  means  of  bribery,  and  other  undue  and 
corrupt  practices^ 
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March  j6,  1700,  Besqlved,  nem.  o«n.  .•  "Tbitit 
appears  to  this  House  that  WiJliam  jCoatawortb, 
esq.,  has  been  notoriously  guilty  of  bribery  and 
other  indirect  praeticea,  in  ordet  to  procure  him- 
s^K  to  be  returned  *  nmiber  fiv  this  borough ;" 
and 

OrdeKd :  **  That  %h^  said  William  Coatewotth 
ia  not  duly  elected ;  and  that  for  hti  paid  offence 
be  be  pomoiitted  a  prisoner  to  his  mE^esty's  Tower 
ofLondoii." 

Then  the  (jueation  being  put,  f*  That  Arthur 
Moor  is  duly  elected,"  it  paiaed  in  the  n^ative  ; 
and  fUMtber  niotion  beii^  made  dhaigtng  Arthur 
Moor  «v  also  guilty  (tf  bribery,  &o.,  it  also  passed 
in  the  negative ;  but 

Resolved :  '^  That  it  appears  to  this  House  that 
Mr.  Clayton*  mayor  of  tbia  borough,  has  been 
guilty  of  bribery  and  other  indirect  practices,  in 
procuring  the  election  of  William  Coetsworth, 
esq." 

.  '*  That  Mr.  Perks,  Mr.  Jeffryes,  Mr.  Storey, 
and  Mr.  Bounpan*are  also  guilty  of  the  same  iUe- 
:al  practices ;"  and 


'Ordered:  ^*  That  the  sud  John  Newark  and 
Mr.  Bransby  be,  for  their  said  offences  taken  into 
the  custodjr  of  the  sergeant  at  arms/' 

Resolved :  *^  That  Mr.  Mason,  an  officer  of  the 
customs  at  Hall,  has  endeavoured,  by  threats  and 
promises,  to  procure  the  election  of  William  Coats- 
worth,  esq/' 

Ordered :  ^'  That  the  said  Mr.  Mason  be  also 
tfricen  into  the  custody  of  the  sergeant  at  arms." 

Ordered :  '*  That  no  new  writ  do  issue  this  ses* 
sion  for  this  borough." 

Resolved :  ^^  That  it  appears  there  has  been  an 
illegal  and  indirect  practice  in  this  borough,  to  ez« 
amine  persons  upon  oath,  and  take  affidavits,  in 
relation  to  the  evidence  they  were  to  give  at  the 
bar  of  this  House,  touching  the  election  for  this 
borough." 

Ordered:  ^<  That  Mr.  Attorney-general  do  pro- 
secute all  persons  who  took  the  said  examinations 
and  affidavits,  or  were  concerned  in  procuring  the 


seme." 


8.    Ordered:  ''  That  the  affidavit  whicb 

was  taken  at  this  borough  be  laid  upon  the  table/' 

March  93,  1701.  The  sergeant  at  arms  ac- 
quainted the  House  that  Messrs.  Clayton,  StOTy^ 
Bourman,  Bransby,  Newark,  and  Mason,  were  in 
custody,  and  both  they  and  Mr.  Rogers  (who  wat 
summoned  to  attend,)  did  all  now  attend,  but  thafc 
Mr.  Jeffryes  and  Mr.  Perks  absconded,  and  could 
not  be  apprehended. 

Resolved :  **  That  a  humble  address  be  pre- 
sented to  his  Majesty,  that  be  will  please  to  issue 
his  royal  proclamation  for  apprehending  the  said 
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Mr.  Jefiiyes  and  Mr.  Perks,  with  b  promiie  of  a 
reward. 

No  further  material  particular!  are  recorded. 

Jan.  5,  1709,  A  petition  of  Thomaa  Vyoer, 
eiq.,  against  the  return  of  Arthur  Mom  and  Wil- 
liam Coatawortfai  by  means  of  bribery  and  other 
undue  and  indirect  practices. 

No  refKH-t  appears. 

Nov.  .13,  1705.  A  petition  of  several  freemen 
against  the  return  of  William  Coatsworth,  esq., 
by  means  of  bribery,  &c.,  &c. 

Never  reported  upon. 

Much  3.  1713.  A  petition  of  Sir  Jaroes  Clark, 
knt.,  against  the  same  return. 

F  A  petition  of  Henry  Thistleton,  and  se« 

veral  other  inhabitants,  against  the  return  of  Ar* 
tbur  Moor,  esq.,  by  means  of  illegal  practices. 

April  1,  1714.     Both  petitions  withdrawn. 

March  98,  1715.  A  petition  of  William  Coats- 
worth  against  the  return  of  Robert  Chaplain  and 
Joseph  Bankes,  esqra.,  by  means  of  notorious  bri-. 
bery  and  other  illegal,  practices. 

Wo  determination. 
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lain  has  been  guilty  of  the  charges  imputed  to 
him  ;  and,  for  his  said  offence/' 

Resolved,  nem.  am. :  ^*  That  the  said  Robert    ' 
Chaplain  be  expelled  this  House. 

Oct.  18,  1739.  A  petition  of  Arthur  Moor, 
esq.,  against  the  return  of  Beiyamin  Collier  and 
Charles  Pelham,  esqrs.,  by  means  of  bribery  and 
other  corrupt  practices. 

A  petition  of  Joseph  Bankes,  esq.,  against  the  . 
same  return,  and  upon  the  same  grounds. 
Nov.  28.     Mr.  Moor  withdrew  his  petition. 
Dec.  ]  4.     Mr.  Bankes  withdrew  his  petition. 
Pari.  9.   Matthew  Bowcherett,  esq.,  petitioned, 
but  afterwards  withdrew  his  petition. 
Pari.  16.     Robert  Birt,  esq.,  petitioned. 
In  1791,  the  Hon.  William  Wellesley  Pole  and  cinWrYii 
Robert  Wood,  esq.,  petitioned  against  the  return  "1^^'*  ^ 
of  Dudley  North  and  John  Harrison,  esqrs.    The 
petition  was    renewed   the  second  sesision,   the 
merits  of  which  depended  in  part  upon  the  right 
of  election.'    On  the   11th  of  April,    1793,    the    . 
chairman  of  the  committee  who  tried  this  con-- 
tested  election  reported  to  the  House,  that  neither 
the  sitting  members  nor  the  petitioners  were  duly 
elected  ;  that  the  election  was  void,  and  that  the 
petition  was  neither  frivolous  nor  vexatious.     It 
appeared  to  the  committee,  that  bribery,  through 
his  agents,  had  been  used  by  Mr.  Pole.   The  same 
members  were  i^ain  returned. 

In  1809,  William  Mellish  and  John  Sewell, 
esqrs.,  petitioned  against  the  return  of  Ayscdghe 
Boucheret  and  John  Henry  Loft,  esqrs. 
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I.      rM);:Mellish's  petition  complained  of  the  cod- 
'  duct  of  the  returniag  officer,  charged  Mr.'  Loft 
with  bribery  and  treating,  aod  claiowd  a  majotity 
of  legal  voles. 

Mr.  Sewell's  petition  contaioed  similar  all^a- 
tiiHis  of  bribery  aod  treating  committed  by  Mr. 
Boucberet,  and  a  similar  claim  to  the  seat. 

The  numbers  upon  the  poll,  as  declared  by  the 
letsl-aiDg  officer,  stood  thus — 

Loft .146 

Boucheret 144    . 

Mellish 143 

Sowell 143 

As  decided  by  the  committee  they  were — 

Boucheret.... 147 

Mellish 146 

Loft 13T 

Sewell 1^4 

On  Friday,  March  18,  180S,  the  chairman  re- 
ported the  two  former  (Messrs.  Boucheret  and 
Mellish)  duly  elected,  aod  that  neither  the  peti- 
tioDt  nor  the  defences  were  frivolous  or  vexatious. 


GREAT  CRIMfflftT.  1^5 

.   OORPORATIOK. 

It  18  gorerned  by  a  mayor,  a  high-steward,  re- 
corder, 1 1  aldermen,  19  common-councitmen,  two 
coroners,  two  bailiffs,  a  town-clerk,  and  three  ser* 
geants  at  mace. 

0 

RIGHT  OF  ELECTION, 

According  to  the  last  decision  of  the  House^  it 
in  the  Freemen,  admitted  at  a  full  court  by  the 
mayor,  aldermen,  common-councilmen,  and  bur- 
gesses, such  Freemen  being  resident,  and  paying 
scot  and  lot  in  all  cases,  except  where  no  rate  has 
taken  place  subsequent  to  their  admission. — April 
U,  1793. 

All  the  sons  of  Freemen  borp  in  the  town  are 
entitled  to  their  freedom,  as  well  as  every  person 
marrying  a  freeman's  daughter  or  widow. 

Number  of  voters — about  300. 

Returning  officer — the  Mayor. 

FATRON~Lord  Yarborough. 

FOIfi:i?ICAL    CHARACTER. 

• 

This  borough  stands  second  to  none  in  the  his* 
tory  of  corriiption.  At  almost  every  new  Parlia- 
ment there  has  been  a  petition  from  this  place  on 
the  ground  of  bribery ;  and  amongst  other  frolics 
which  we  find  practised  at  an  English  election, 
one  was  carried  into  eflFect  here  that  is  no  way  in- 
ferior to  the  exploits  of  Punch  at  Hindon,  or  hiring 
all  the  poor  voters  for  constables  at  Worcester. 

A  military  character,  extensively  employed  in 
the  recruiting  service,  became  a  candidate  for  this 
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borough  in  opposition  to  the  interest  of  its  patron, 
and,  finding  recruitB  ai  necessary  for  bis  political 
as  his  military  service,  enlisted  a  majority  of  the 
voters  for  aoldiera  with  a  Ubtral  bouttty^  and  car- ' 
r(ed  hiaelection.  We  have  not  heard  that  they 
were  afterwards  called  upon  to  serve  their  country 
in  that  dangerous  capacity ;  but,  doubtless,  the 
cautious  general  thought  it  the  best  mode  he  could 
adopt  to  prevent  the  desertion  of  these  borough 
heroes. 


BOSTON. 

Boston,  a  market-town  and  parish  in  the  bun. 
dred  of  Skiibeck,  parts  of  Holland,  Lincoln,  four 
milea  from  Kirton,  and  140  from  London ;  contain- 
ing 1 ,33 1  houses  and  j,936  inhabitants,  being  9,698 
males  and  9,988  females,  866  oX  whom  were  re- 
turned as  being  employed  in  trade  and  manufac- 
tures. The  town  is  situated  on  each  side  the  river 
Witham,  near  its  influx  with  the  sea,  having 
thereby  the  advantat^es  of  a  sea-port  for  small  v 
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trade  gradually  declined :  however,  the  enclosurei  of 
late  years,  and  the  navigation,  have  again  revived 
its  consequence.  In  177^9  the  corporation  built  an 
excellent  fish-market,  by  which  the  town  is  well 
supplied  both  with  sea  and  river  fish.  Market 
days  on  Wednesday  and  Saturday.  Fairs,  4tb  May, 
1 1th  August,  S9d  November,  and  1 1th  December. 

RXPRKSXNTATIYX  HISTORY. 

Although  this  borough  sent  to  three  councils 
anno  II,  S6,  and  97  of  Edward  III.,  it  never  re- 
turned members  to  Parliament  till  Edward  Vl's 
time. 

Petitions,  &c.  — — ,  1628.  A  petition  of 
Sir  Anthony  Irby  agaiost  the  return  of  Mr.  Okely. 

Resolved :  ^<  That  Sir  Anthony  Irby  is.  duly 
elected." 

March  8,  1638.  .  Resolved :  <^  The  right  of  elec- 
tion  is  in  the  commonalty,  and  not  in  the  mayor, 
aldermen,  and  common-council. 

May  16,  l66l..  Sergeant  Charleton  reported 
upon  the  double  return  for  this  borough,  that  Sir 
Anthony  Irby  wiis  duly  elected. 

April  30,  1662.  Ordered:  "  The  report  to  be 
heard  on  Tuesday  next ;' — and  after  several  hear- 
ings, it  stood  over  till 

May  l6j  1663,  when  Sergeant  Charleton  made 
his  report  the  same  as  before ;  to  which  the  House 
agreed. 

Jan.  14,  1711*  A  petition  of  the  Hon.  Philip 
Bertie,  esq.,  against  the  return  of  William  Coats- 
worth,  esq.,  by  means  of  corrupt  bribery,  treating, 
and  other  illegal  practices. 


CO0KTIES,  CITIES,  AND  BOROUGHS. 

March  90,  - — .  Resolred  by  tbie  coa»fiitt«e': 
**  That  the  ri^ht  of  election  is  only  in  the  mayor, 
aldenneD,  common-councilmen,  and  freemen,  resi- 
dent in  the  said  borough,  paying  scot  and  lot." 

"  That  William  Coatsworth,  esq.,  is  not  duly 
elected." 

"That  the  Hon.  Philip  Bertie  is  duly  elected 
a  bui^ess  to  serve  for  this  borough." 

The  two  first  resolutions  being  read  twice  were 
•greed  to  by  the  House ;  but  the  third  resolution, 
upon  a  second  reading,  was  disagreed  to ;  and 

Resolved :  '*  That  the  late  election  for  this  bo- 
rough is  a  void  election." 

April  17, 1713.  A  petition  of  the  Hon.  Philip 
Bertie  against  the  same  Petum,  uoder  similar  cir* 
cuoMtancea. 

June  3.  Resolved:  **That  William  Coats^ 
worth,  eaq.,  is  tiot  duly  elected." 

'*  That  Philip  Bertie,  esq.,  ia  not  duly  ^ected." 

The  said  resolutions  were  read  twice,  and  the 
first  disagreed  to  by  the  House. 

March  3,  1713.  A  petition  of  William  Coats- 
worth,  esq.,  against  the  return  of  Hichard  Wy 
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lot,  such  freemen  claiming  their  freedom  by  birth 
or  servitude." 

''  That  Richard  EIKs^  esq.,  is  duly  elected  a 
burgess  to  serve  for  this  borough \* — ^both  which 
resolutions  were  agreed  to  by  the  House. 

Oct.  38,  1793.  A  petition  of  William  Tbori»- 
ton,  esq.,  against  the  return  of  Henry  Parry,  esq., 
by  means  of  bribery  and  other  corrupt  practices. 

Jan^  15,  1783,  Another  petition  of  William 
Thornton,  esq.,  against  the  same  return. 

No  determination  appears. 

In  180d»  certain  persons^  **  having  a  right  toPtekntii, 
vote  at  the  election  of  burgesses  to  serve  in  Par-  ^'  '  ^* 
liament/'  petitioned  against  the  return  of  Thomas 
Fydell,  esq.  The  petition  charged  Mr.  Fydell 
with  having  obtained  his  return  by  means  of  bri- 
bery and  treating.  The  committee  was  chosen  on 
the  28th  of  April;  and  May  5,  1803,  the  com- 
mittee determined,  that  Thomas  Fydell,  esq.,  was 
not  duly  elected,  and  that  the  election,  as  to  one 
burgess,  was  void. 

Upon  the  ensuing  election,  Thomas  Fydell,  jun., 
esq.,  was  returned ;  against  whose  election  a  peti- 
tion was  presented  by  John  Ogle,  esq..  May  97) 
1S03,  in  which  Mr.  Fydell's  qualification  was 
questioned. 

Nov.  93,  1803,  the  House  being  informed  thatib.f.H. 
Mr.  Fydell  was  abroad  at  the  time  when  the  peti- 
tion was  presented,  and  that  he  did  not  return  tiU 
the  beginning  of  November,  when  he  was,  for  the 
first  time,  informed  of  the  contents  of  the  petition, 
and  therefore  could  not  comply  with  the  order  of 
the  House,  3Ut  Nov.  1717 ;  and  the  entry  in  the 
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Jouraalfl  of  the  proceeding  in  the  case  of  West- 
bury,  1747i  having  been  read,  it  was  ordered,  that 
Mr.  Fydell  should  be  allowed  seven  days  more  for 
delivering  in  his  qualification. 

The  consideration  of  this  petition  was  deferred 
to  the  next  session,  but  it  was  not  renewed. 

CORPORATION. 

This  town  is  governed  by  a  mayor,  who  is 
clerk  of  the  market  and  admiral  of  the  coast,  a  re- 
corder, 13  aldennea,  a  town-clerk,  18  common- 
councilmen,  a  judge,  and  marshal  of  the  admiralty, 
a  coroner,  two  sei^eants  at  mace,,  and  other  officers. 
The  town  was  first  incorporated  by  Henry  VIII., 
and  Queen  Elizabeth  gave  the  corporation  a  court 
of  admiralty  over  all  the  neighbouring  sea-coasts. 

niGHT  OF  BLBCTIOir. 

See  Representative  History. 

NVMBEE   OF    VOTERS— about  400. 

Returning  officer — the  Mayor. 


POLITICAL   CHARACTER. 
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cesaive Patliauif nts^  Aftftf ^tbed^i^b  (yf  tlie  last 
Doke  of  Aocaster,  the  fiieeiBea  at  the  aucceeding 
gqneral  election^  in  180S,idade  the  first  independent 
choice  of  one  member.  •'  W.  A.  Maddocks,  eac^, 
was  invited  to  offer  himself  a  candidate  by  the  in- 
dependent part  of  the  town,  who  placed  him  at 
the  head  of  the  poll ;  the  numbers  beings 

For  W«  A.  Maddocks,  esq S65 

Thomas  Fydell,  esq. ••  • ««3l6    > 

John  Ogle^  esq.  .•«.•••«••«••  165 

Mr.  Ogle  offered  himself  as  an  independent  geo- 
tleman,  but  the  corporation  influence  Was  not 
finally  defeated  till  1807,  when  W.  A.  Maddocks, 
esq.,  and  the  Hon.  Peter  Robert  Drummond  Bur- 
rel.were  chosen. 

An  attempt  Was  agaid  ma0e  by  thie  corporation^ 
or  ministerial  party,  to  bring  in  Sir  Abraham 
Hi) me  at  the  last  general  election,  in  1819,  but 
without  success;  the  numbers  on  the  poll  beings 

For  W.  A4  Maddocks,  esq ^  •  .263 

Hon.  P.  R.  Di  Burrell  ....* .;SS3 
Sir  Abraham  Hume  ••.....*  ^  .906 

On  hearing  the  petition  of  certain  electors 
against  the  return  of  Thomas  Fydell,  esq.,  which 
was  heard  on  the  98th  of  April,  1803,  it  appeared 
that  a  number  of  non-resident  freemen  had  their 
names  inserted  in  the  poor's  rates  for  houses  that 
were  occupied  by  persons  not  free,  in  order  to  give 
them  a  colourable  pretence  to  vote  as  freemen, 
being  resident  and  paying  scot  and  lot,  agreeably 
to  the  last  resolutions  of  the  House. 

These  votes  were  all  deemed  bad.  It  was  also 
proved  that  these  pretended   residents    received 
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each  of  them  fire  guineas  from  the  Bitting  m«n- 
ber,  or  his  sgeotSi  at  the  time  of  the  election. 
The  counsel  fot  the  sittiog  member  eudeavoured  to 
prove  that  this  money  was  paid  on  the  score  of 
travelling  expenses ;  but  some  of  the  witnesses 
swore  they  had  been  paid  separately  for  these ; 
and  as  there  was  evidence  of  the  same  sum  of  five 
guineas  having  been  peid  to  resident  voters,  as  well 
as  other  acts  amounting  to  bribery,  such  as  the 
promise  by-  the  sittiog  member  to  one  of  a  tide- 
-  iratler's  place  in  the  customs,  and  to  another,  who 
'  was'a  butcher,  a  pasture  adjoining  the  town.  The 
.Oommitteedetermidedi  ■**  That  Thomas  Fydetl, 
esq.,  was  notify  elected,  and  that  the  electicm  as 
to  him  was  void." 

Mr.Fydell  havinglost  hisseatfbrbribery.became 
incapable  of  beir^  ro-eleeted.  His  son,  Thomas 
Fydetl,  junior,  esq., '  became  a  candidate  in  his 
room,  and  was  op|MMed  by  Colonel  Ogle.  Mr. 
Fydell  junior  was  returned,  and  a  petition  was  pre- 
sented against  his  return,-  md  actions  for  bribery 
were  GOmmanced  against  him.  The  conuderation 
of  the  petition  was  deferred  to  the  next  session ; 
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MIDDLESEX.    . 

•  ■•  ■  .  ,        .  f 

MiD&iiB»]frX9  «tt  inlaiKi  county  of  England^ 
situi^te  QA  the  ioutb*eteterB  part  of  the  island^  is 
boundlBld  pn  the  iioi:lh  by  Hertfordshire,  on  the 
east  by  EsseXf  from  which  it  is  separated  by  thi 
tiretfhfea ;  on  the  south  by  Suitey,  firom  which  it 
isditided  by  the  riTcr  Thaases ;  and  on  the  weat 
by  Suchiogbamshite,  from  which  it  is  separated  by 
the: river  Coin.  It  is  of  a  very  irregular  shapes 
and  is  about  95  milea  Ibng^  snd  14  broad,  contain- 
ing 380  aquate  miles,  or  179*900  acres,  of  which 
about  100,000  are  in  pasturage,  40,000  arable,  and 
15,000  occupied  bymarket-gardenst  cultivated  for 
the  supply  of  the  metropolis  with  vegetables  and 
roots.  It  is  divided  into  6  hundreds,  via.  Edmoa« 
ton,  Elthome«  Gore,  Isleworth,  Kensington,  and 
Spelthorn,  and:  3  divisions,  Finsbury,  Holbom^ 
and  the  Tower  Division.  Beside  these  it  contains 
the  city  of  London  withitt  and  without  the  walls, 
and  the  city  and  Uberties  of  Westminster.  It  is 
subdivided  into  SSO  parishes,  precincts,  and  extra* 
parochial  jurisdicti(ms,  whereof  199  are  within  tfaa 
city  of  London,  10  in  the  city  and  liberties  of 
Westminster,  and  98  in  the  rest  of  the  county* 
According  to  the  return  made  to  Parliament  in  the 
year  1801,  this  county  contained  119,919  houses, 
inhabited  by  818,199  persons,  of  whom  37$i655 
were  males,  and  444,474  females ;  of  this  number 
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1,69,960  wen  employed  in  trade,  and  13*417  id 
^riculture.  The  amount  of  money  raised  for  the 
relief  of  the  poor,  id  1803,  was  490,1441.  at  the 
rate  of  3i.  5id.  in  the  pound.  In  1S06,  the  toUl 
amount  of  the  value  of  property  returned  under 
the  property  tax  act,  was  91,389,633/.  This 
ccwnty  coDlaios  the  two  cities  of  London  and 
Westminster,  and  nine  market  towns,  ris.  Baroet» 
Soutball,  Finchley,  Uxbridge,  Brentford,  Howns- 
low,  Edgewsre,  Staines,  and  Enfield.  It  is  most 
excellently  and  abundantly  supplied  with  water 
by  means  of  the  rirers  Thames*  Lea*  Coin*  Brent, 
and  the  New  River.  The  soil  in  some  places  ii 
knmy,  in  others  gravel,  clay,  or  sand ;  but  that 
part  of  the  coonty  which  lies  round  London,  ow- 
ii^  to  the  great  plenty  of  manure,  is  converted  into 
rich  pasture;  whilst  towards  Buckinghamsbire, 
there  are  some  considerable  tracts  of  arable  land, 
which  produce  good  crops  of  corn.  On  the  sides 
of  the  rivers  Thames,  Coin,  and  Lea,  there  are  very 
extensive  meadows.  Tbe  numberof  cows  kept  by 
the  cow-keep«8  in  Middlesex,  for  tbe  supply  of  the 
inhabitants  of  the  metropolis  with  milk,  amounts 
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covered  wit&^  the  yillas  of  the  principal  ncAility 
and  gentry 9  interaected  by  the  innumerable  roads 
leading  to  it,  or  laid  out  in  gardens,  pastures,  and 
enclosures  of  ledl  sorts  for  its  convenience  and  sup- 
port. The  increase  of  buildings  and  other  im«^ 
{Movements  within  the  last  century,  areastonishingv 
and  Chelsea,  Islington,  Paddiiigton,  Pancras^  &cw 
formerly  Tillages  at  a  distance  from  the  metropolis, 
are  now  .completely  united  with .  it.  Middlesex 
received  its  name  firom  having  been  inhabited  by  a 
party  of  &Kkons,  who  beii^;  situated  in  the  midst 
of  the  three  petty  kingdoms  of  the  «ast,  west,  and 
south  Saxons,  called  themselves,  orwere  called  by 
their  neighbours  middle  Saxons,  whidi  in  common 
conversation  was  soon  abbreviated  inio  Middles^. 
This  county  sends  only  -eight  membeis  to  Pacliap 
mentv  viz.  two  for  the  countyi  four  k»r  London, 
and  two  for  Westminster* 

REPRBSBNTATIVX   HISTORY. 

This  county  has  been  represented  in  Parliament, 
from  the  first  time'  of  the  general  summons  for 
knights  of  the  shire  in  the  reign  of  Edward  I. 

Petitions,  &c.  Oct.  96,  1680,  the  House 
taking  notice,  that  one  Mr.  Dangerfield  (an  evi- 
dence concerning  the  Popish  plot)  had  in  his  in- 
formation, mentioned  Sir  Robert  Peyton,  a  mem- 
ber of  this  House,  and  Kbigbt  of  the  shire  for  this 
county. 

Dec.  14,  Sir  Robert  Peyton  was  heard  in  his 
defence,  and  being  withdrawn,  the  House  made 
the  following  vote: 

<'  That  Sir  Robert  Piytan  had  secret  negqti^^ 
tiom  with  the  Dmhe  of  Yorlh  fnf  meane  of  the  Earl 
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af  P»ttrhor6ugk,Mr.  Colliir,  and  Mr.  C«dfa»yj 
mt  suck  time  wham  tkey  wen  tumimg  the  Ptpuk 
plot  en  the  PTotii»tamtt''i.  and 

Ordered:  ««  That  Sir  Rofaort  PeTtoD  be  eacp«Ued 
this  Home^  and  that  SurfRolMft.P<^rtab,  bbbrauglit 
to  the  bar,  and  receive  the  ceiUMce  of  this  Uouac 
i»Jih  Anew,  fioiD  Mr.  Speaker/^ 
,'  The  sei;geuit  at  aniu.  aoquatnted  the  Houat* 
that  Sir  Robert  F^tom  faadUwMted  binself^ 
vbcreupoD  it  wai . 

Ordered,  ft  That  the  said  Sir  Rafaect  Peyton, 
be  tokerv  into  the  caatody  of  the  aaigieititat  anns^" 

tdth,  Ordened,  M.Thu..iSiv;:  Robert  Peyton-, 
IwiDf  nofriAihs'cuatody.  oCtheiSergeiiit  at  anna, 
te  ■brooffat'  to'tbe  her*  and  do^veceiTetba  cenaura 
«f  bfaii  tionweiotkU  Jauee  book  Mr^  Speaker,  and 
that  then  be  be  diachaiged  &oni.iurther  confine- 
ncDt,  on  paying  bis  feea/*- 

Oct.  33,  1799.    A  petition  of  Heniy  Barker, 
esq.,  against  the  return  of  Sir  John  Auatin. 
'  No  riaportappfeais. 

Tbiaooaaly  U  vemarkable  for  that  true  apiritof 
independence  which  the  freeholders  displayed  in 


joudlesex.  167 

that,  however  venal  .and  corrupt  their  adherents 
may  be,  the  spirit  of  honest   perseverance  will 
always  prevail  over  ministerial  influence. 

At  the  general  election  in  J76S,  John  Wilkes, 
esq,  who  was  just  returned  from  his  exile,  was 
unanimously  nominated,  at  a  numerous  meeting 
of  the  freeholders  of  this  county»  held  at  the  as- 
sembly-room, at  Mile  End,  on  the  90th  March, 
to  represent  this  county  in  Parliament.  On  the 
38  th  of  the  same  month  the  election  came  on  at 
Brentford,  when  Sir  William  Beauchamp  Proctor, 
hart.,  and  Geoige  Cooke,  esq.,  the  late  members, 
were  candidates ;  Mr.  Wilkes  was  also  put  in  no- 
mimation,  and  at  the  close  of  the  poll,  the  numbers 
were,  for 

John  Wilkes,  esq 1393 

George  Cooke,  esq 837 

Sir  W.  B.  Proctor 807 

Whereupon  the  sheriffs,  Messieurs  Hallifax  and 
Shakespeare,  declared  Mr.  Wilkes  and  Mr.  Cooke 
to  be  duly  elected.  On  the  10th  of  May  follow- 
ing, the  Parliament  met,  when  no  business  of  con- 
sequence was  done,  except  choosing  their  speaker, 
&c.,  until  their  prorogation. 

On  the  Sth  of  November,  1768,  the  Parliament 
met  again,  and  on  the  14th  of  November  following, 
a  petition  was  presented  to  the  House  from  Mr. 
Wilkes,  then  a  prisoner  in  the  King's  Bench. 
This  petition,  which  furnished  an  occasion  for 
the  memorable  proceedings  that  followed,  con- 
tained a  recapitulation  of  all  the  proceetlings 
against  Mr.  Wilkes,  from  the  time  of  his  first  ap- 
prehension, by  a  general  warrant  in  April,  1763,  to 
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tbetime  of  his  commitmeDt  to  the  King's  Bench 
prison,  io  1768. 

The  petition  produced  an  order,  for  the  proper 
officers  to  lay  before  the  House  a  copy  of  the  re- 
cords of  the  proceedings  upon  the  several  informa- 
tfons  in  the  court  of  King's  Bench  against  Mr. 
Wilkes,  Afler  which,  the  journals  and  resolu- 
tions of  the  House,  upon  that  subject,  in  the  year 
1763,  being  examined,  a  day  was  appointed  for 
the  hearing  of  the  matter  of  the  petition,  and  also 
of  the  proceedings  in  the  court  of  Kiim;'s  Bench, 
of  which  notice  was  ordered  to  be  given  to  Mr. 
Wilkes  ;  a  great  number  of  persons  also^  who  were 
concerned  as  actors  or  witoesses  in  these  transac- 
tions, among  whom  was  Mr,  W^b,  late  secretary 
to  the  Treasuiy,  and  against  whom  a  heavy  chaige 
was  laid  in  the  petition,  were  ordered  to  attend  the 
House  at  the  same  time.  Some  persons  of  great 
weight  in  opposition,  from  the  beginning,  re- 
commended to  the  ministry,  that  this  petition 
should  be  passed  by  without  notice,  and  very 
strongly    pointed  out    the    mischievous   conse- 
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had  been  passedi  declared,  or  received,  from  Philip 
Carteret  Webb,  esq.,  since   Midsummer,   1769f 
ivhich  was  passed  in  the  negative.     In  the  mean 
time  Mr.  Webb  petitioned  for  an  opportunity  to 
vindicate  himself,  at  the  bar  of  the  House,  from 
the  charges  that  were  made  against  him  ;  which 
he  was  allowed  to  do,  either  by  himself  or  his 
counsel,  at  the  time  of  hearing  the  matter  of  the 
petition.     Application  having  been  made  also  by 
Mr.  Wilkes  for  liberty  to  attend  the  House,  in 
order  to  support  the  allegations  of  his  petition,  it 
was  complied  with,  and  liberty  of  counsel  allowed 
him  for  that  purpose.     After  these  previous  steps 
had  been  taken,  the  time  for  hearing  the  matter  of 
the  petition,  which  had  been  originally  fixed  for 
the  3d  of  December,  was  however  put  off  to  the 
ISth  of  the  same  month  ;  after  which  it  was  finally 
adjourned  to  the  37th  of  the  following  January ; 
at  whi^h  time  the  ministry  seemed  undetermined 
how  to  act ;  but  a  proceeding  of  Mr.  Wilkes  af- 
forded a  new  opportunity  or  pretence  to  renew  the 
prosecution  against  him.     On  one  hand,  many  in 
administration  and  oflSce  were  exceedingly  averse 
to  taking  any  step  relative  to  this  gentleman,  as 
many  inconveniencies  had  formerly  been  expe- 
rienced from  such  a  conduct,  and  more  were  ap- 
prehended from  a  revival  of  it.    Neither  did  the 
opposition  seem  willing  to  press  the  minister  on 
that  business.    The  very  motion  by  which  Mr. 
Wilkes's  petition  had  been  introduced  into  that 
House,  having  prayed  no  more  than  that  it  should 
lie  on  the  table  ;  a  method,  according  to  the  cus- 
tom of  that  assembly,  of  civilly  passing  into  obli* 
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yioD  SDch  matters  as  they  do  not  choose  to  attend 
to,  or  formalty  to  reject.  It  seems,  however,  that 
the  party  most  animated  towards  the  prosecution 
prevailed  at  length. 

Mr.  Wilkes,  having  by  some  means  procured  a. 
copy  of  8  letter  from  the  secretary  of  state  to  cer- 
tain magistrates  of  Surry,  respecting  their  employ- 
ing the  military  to  aid  the  civil  power  in  quelling 
a  riot  in  St.  George's  Fields,  by  which  Mr.  Allen, 
a  young  man  of  exemplaiy  character  and  respect- 
able connexions,  lost  his  life.* 

The  secretary  of  state  acknowledged  himself  the 
writer  of  the  letter,  and  made  a  complaint  in  the 
House  of  Lords,  as  a  peer,  of  a  breach  of  privi- 
l^e ;  and  the  publishers  of  the  newspapers  having 
acknowledged  that  they  received  a  copy  of  the 
letto:  6rom  Mr.  Wilkes,  a  compl«nt  was  made  to 
the  Commons  of  the  conduct  of  their  member, 
and  a  conference  held  upon  the  subject  by  the 
two  Houses ;  and  the  matter  being  agitated,  during 
the  enquiry  into  the  merits  of  Mr.  Wilkes's  peti- 
tion, he  with  great  boldness,  before  the  House, 

nfesaed  himself  the  author  of  the  prefatory 


justice  of  the  King's  Bepcb,  for  the  aoMndment  of 
the  infcNrmatJon  exhibited  in  the  said  court  against 
Mr.  Wilicesi  were  accprding  tp  l^w  and  justice, 
aud  the  jxractice  of-  thje  said  court.: .  (bat  the  com* 
pJaifitpf  Mf.  Wilkes  in  respect  tber^iy  frivolous; 
and  that  the  aspersions  upon  the  ^aid. chief  Justice 
for  making  the  said  two  orders,  teuly  conveyedf 
ar<»  uitcarly  groundless,  and  tend  to  prejudice  the 
minds  of  the  people  against  the  administration  ci 
public  justice/'  Jt  was  at  the  same  tin^e  resolved, 
that  the  cbaif^e  again^  Pl^ilip  Carteret  Webb*  esq., 
was  npt  made  good. 

The  secretary  of  state's  letter,  and  the  prefatory 
remarks,  were  next  day  taken  under  consideration, 
when  it  was  resolved,  *^  That  the  introduction  of 
a  letter,  addressed  to  Daniel  Ponton,  e^q.,  chair- 
man of  the  quarter-sessions- at  luambeth,  of  which 
John  Wilkes,  esq.,  a  member  of  the  House,  had 
confessed  hiimself  the  author  fnd  publisher,  was  an 
insolent,  scandalous,  and  malicjpus  libel,  tending 
to  inflame  the  mind^  of  his  majesty's  subjecta  to 
sedition,  and- to  a  total  subversion  of  all  good  order 
and  legal  government/' 

These  resolutions  were  immediately,  after  long 
and  violent  debates,  followed  by  expulsion;  in  the 
vote  of  which,  his  former  Crimea^  for  which  he  was 
now  suffering  punishment^  were  complicated  with 
the  present  chaige;  and  a  new  writ  was  accordingly 
issued  for  the  election  of  a  member  in  bis  room. 

The  ne:<tday,  at  a  very  oumerous  meenng  of 
the  freeholders  of  Middlese^jc,  held  at  the  lie-end 
assembly-room,  6eorge  B^Uas^  (B^sq^  was  called  to 
the  chair,  when  Jametf-Townsih^nd,  iBsq.,  member 
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of  Psrliiment  for  Westlooe,  in  Cornwall,  and  af- 
terwardH  alderman  of  London,  recominended  the 
reiolutioD  of  re-electing  Mr.  Wilkes  in  a  very  ele- 
gut  and  animated  speech,  in  which  he  observed, 
that  he  had  never  seen  nor  spoken  to  Mr.  -Wilkes 
before  his  late  expulsion;  that  he  regarded  his 
cause  solely  as  the  cause  of  the  people,  divested 
of  every  personal  coasideratioD  or  connexion ; 
that  the  oppression  and  injuries  Mr.  Wilkes  had 
suflfered  were  sufficient  to  rouse  the  indignation  of 
every  man,  who  had  one  generous  sentiment  in 
his  breast,  or  the  least  sense  of  freedom  and  rc^rd 
for  the  constitution  ;  and  that  he  would  assert  the 
'  right  of  the  freeholders  to  the  choice  of  their  repre- 
sentatives, by  going  togive  his  votefor  Mr.  Wilkes, 
in  case  of  future  expulsion,  as  long  as  he  should 
have  a  shilling  left,  <»-  one  1^  to  bop  down  to 
Brentford. 

John  Sawbridge,'  esq.,  member  for  Hythe,  in 
Kent,  seconded  this  motion  with  great  spirit,  con- 
eluding  with  the  words  of  Mr.  Wilkes's  address, 
**  That  if  tmce  the  ministry  shall  be  permitted  to 
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very  wet  day,  attended  at  their  own  expense,  early 
in  the  morning,  to  support  this  re-election,  lest 
any  candidate  in  the  opposite  interest  should  havie 
been,  by  a  party,  attempted  to  be  surprised  uporf 
the  county  at  the  hustings.  Every  thing  was  con- 
ducted with  the  most  strict  and  singular  good  orden 
He  was  put  up  by  James  Townshend,  esq.,  mem^ 
ber  for  Westlooe,  and  when  the  re-election  was 
declared,  they  all  around  testified  their  joy  by  the 
most  loud  and  unanimous  shouts  of  applause.  It 
may  be  truly  said  that  this  re-election  did  not  cost 
Mr.  Wilkes  a  single  shilling,  so  unanimous  and  so 
hearty  were  the  people  in  his  favour. 

The  next  day,  the  17th  of  February,  1769,  the 
return  of  the  previous  day  having  been  made  to 
the  House,  it  was  resolved,  **  That  Mr.  Wilkes 
having  been  expeUed  this  session,  was,  and  is,  in- 
capable of  being  elected  a  member  of  the  present 
Parliament/'  This  second  election  was  declared 
void,  and  a  new  writ  ordered  to  U  issued  accord- 

On  the  l6th  of  March,  a  third  elec^on  was  held 
at  Brentford,  for  the  choice  of  a  kni^t  of  the 
shire,  when  Charles  Dingley  made  an  offer  <ry  ^p. 
pose  this  popular  candidate;  hut  being  very  rouj^iy 
handled  by  the  populace,  he  thought  it  most  Pm. 
dent  to  decline,  upon  which  Mr.  Wilkes  was  agaik 
re-elected  without  opposition. 

It  appears  that,  at  the  above  election,  Mr.  Ding- 
ley  had  not  properly  considered  how  fAV  his  natural 
fortitude  was  equal  to  the  arduous  task  of  opposing 
the  predominant  spirit  of  a  free  people ;  if  he  had 
stood  the  poll  only  for  one  hour,  it  was  the  deter- 
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sbimtion  of  ministry,  as  they  had  declared  id  the 
circle  of  their  private  friends,  to  get  htm  seated  by 
a  special  rote  of  the  House,  as  they  afterwards  did 
ID  the  case  of  Colonel  Luttrell.  The  reception, 
however,  that  he  met  with,  and  the  countenance 
ofthcfreeboldera,  had  such  an  effect  upon  him, 
that  he  was  gl»d  to  retire  with  his  life,  not  having 
been  able  to  find  a  man  in  the  county  that  was 
liftrdy  enough  to  put  him  in  nomination.  This 
dectioD,  as  well  as  the  former,  was  declared  void, 
and  near  another  month  was  suffered  to  elapse  be- 
fore the  time  was  fixed  for  a  new  one.  It  was  now 
thought  that  this  mode  of  electing  and  declaring 
roid  would  have  beeh  carried  on  to  the  end  of  the 
•esaioD  ;  and  that  it  would  then  have  lain  ovn*  to 
the,  next  meeting,  jn  which  time  the  tninds  of  men 
might  have  cooled,  or  some  impediment  might 
have  been  found  to  change  the  nature  of  the  dis- 
cuBsion  :  and  ni8«y  thought  that,  in  the  present 
circumstances, if  Would  have  been  the  most  prudfent 
conduct  thatrould  have  been  pursued;  fiu  though 
great  debat**  arwe  concerning  the  resolution  of  in- 
capac>t8*#b,  and  the  subaequent  ones  of  voiding 
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oF  popular  odium,  by  declaring  himself  a  eahdidate 
for  the  county  of  Middletfeii ;  a  n&eaaure  at  that 
time  supposed  to  be  attended  with  so  much  dan- 
ger, that  policies  were  said  to  have  been  opeiAd 
upon  his  life  at  some  of  the  insurance  offices  in  the 
city. 

This  danger  however  proved  to  be  only  imagi- 
nary ;  for  though  some  riots  happened  upon  the 
road,  the  election  was  conducted  with  great  order; 
the  fear  of  giving  any  handle  to  dispute  its  validity 
having  proved  superior  to  every  other  cbnsidMitioh 
with  the  ifreeholders.  Though  the  whole  w^i^lit 
of  court  interest  was  tbrowh  into  the  4cale  in  this 
gentleman's  favour,  yet  a  majority  of  n^ar  fbur'tb 
one  appeared  against  him  upon  the  election  ;  tlie 
numbers  being,  on  the  poll. 

For  John  Wilkes,  esq. ^149 

Colonel  Luttrel,  only « • . . .  996 


■i^ 


Majority  in  fk^rour  of  the- cause  of  liberty  847 
Two  days  after  this  election,  a  resolution  ^s 
carried  in  the  House,  by  ft  majority  of  391  to  139, 
that  Colonel  Luttrel  ought  to  have  been  returned 
a  knight  of  the  shire  for  the  county  of  Middlesex  ; 
and  the  deputy-clerk  of  the  crown  ^s  ofdcMdlo 
amend  the  return,  by  rasing  out  the  name  of  Mr. 
Wilkes,  and  inserting  that  of  Colonel  Luttrel  in 
its  place.  Fourteen  days  having  been  allowed  for 
a  petition  against  this  decision,  one  was  accord- 
ingly presented,  signed  by  several  freeholders, 
which  was  again  brought  into  very  warm  and  se- 
rious debJEite ;  when,  however,  upon  a  division,  the 
former  resolution  was  confirmed  by  a  majority. 
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As  no  public  measurei  since  the  accession  of 
tbe  pKseot  royal  fomily,  hsd  incited  so  ^neral  an 
aiunit  or  caused  so  universal  a  discontent  as  tbe 
present,  so  was  no  other  ever  opposed  with  more 
firmness,  or  debated  with  greater  ability  ;  nor  lias 
any  other  political  subject  been  so  ably  discussed 
without  doors,  ot  productive  of  sd  many  muterly 
writing. 

Mr.  Cooke,  the  other  member  for  Middlesex, 
died  in  October,  1768.  On  the  8th  of  November 
followingt  tbe  election  came  on  at  Brentford,  for  a 
knight  of  the  shire  in  his  room,  when  Sir  William 
Beauchamp  Proctor,  tbe  late  member,  who  bad 
been  ousted  by  Mr.  Wilkes,  became  a  candidate 
in  the  ministerial  interest,  and  John  Glynn,  esq., 
aei:geant  at  law,  was  proposed  by  tbe  friends  of 
liberty.  About  two  of  the  clock,  Mr.  Sei^eant 
Glynn  having  polled  a  great  auyority  over  bis  op- 
ponent, a  desperate  riot  broke  out  on  a  sudden, 
the  mob  mounted  tbe  hustings,  attempted  tOLieize 
tbe  poll-books,  and  entirely  put  a  stop  to  the  elec- 
cion.  Great  numbers  of  freeholders  were  hurt  in 
trying  to  get  away,  and  the  remainder  of  the  day 
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ceeded  by  forty-two  the  greatest  number  polled 
upon  any  preceding  occasion. 

The  riot  on  the  8th  instant,  by  the  friends  of' 
Sir  W.  B.,  Proctor  having  the  label  •*  Proctor  and 
liberty"  in  their  hats,  was  productive  of  most  se- 
rious consequences.    Mr*  Greorge  Clarke,  a  youq^ 
gentleman  was  murdered  by  one  of  those   mis- 
creants, as  he  stood  at  the  hustings,  during  the 
time  of  polling".     The  body  was  taken  to  the 
White  Hart,  Welbeck-street,  where  the  coronexfa 
inquest  was  taken,  before  Edward  Umfreville,  esq., 
one  of  the  coroners  of  the  county  of  Middlesex, 
and  a  very  respectable  jury,  when  it  appeared, 
from  very  clear  and  positive  evidence,  that  his 
death  was  occasioned  by  a  blow  given  him  by  a 
stick  or  bludgeon,  by  some  of  the  mob  concerned 
in  the  riot,  during  the  election  on  the  8lh  instant,. 
The  jury,  very  prudently,  desired  to  have  the  as^^* 
sistance  and  opinion  of  a  suigeon  ;  when  a  very 
eminent  one  was  sent  for,  who,  after  opening  the 
bead  of  the  deceiased,  and  examining  him  in  a  very 
particular  manner,  gave  his  opinion,  that  the  said 
blow  was  the  cause  of  his  death.   The  jury,  with* 
out  the  least  hesitation,  gave  in   their  verdict, 
*'  Wilful  murder  against  some  person  or  persons 
unknown." 

Laurence  Balf  and  Edward  Macquirk  were  af- 
terwards apprehended  for  the  abov6  murder,  and 
took  their  trial  at  the  Old  Bailey  on  the  14th  of 
January;  1769,  when  it  appeared  that  the  prisoners 
were  hired,  with  others,  previous  to  the  day  of 
election,  for  the  purpose  of  keeping  the  peace,  and 

PART  II.   VOL.  II.  N 


COUNTIES,  CltlGS,  AND  BOROUGHS. 

assisting  the  frieodd  of  Sir  W.  B.  Proctor;  that  for 
some  time  the  poll  went  on  with  the  greatest  re- 
gularity, end  without  the  least  interruption  ;  that 
all  at  ontre  the  priaOflerS,  with  others,  began  in  a 
most  outrag«onB  Rtanner  to  strike  and  knock  down, 
iiidiscriminfttely,  all  Who  came  in  their  way;  and 
fftat  the  deceased  wai  One  of  the  unhappy  persons 
who  was  thus  violently  attacked.  Tbey  were 
both,  opon  the  cfearest  evidence,  found  guilty. 
The  recorder  then  faswd  sentence  of  death,  and 
in  hfs  Speech  ohsei»v«d,  that  the  procarers,  how- 
ever dignified,  aft  w<41  as  the  priaonen,  were  not 
exempt,  by  otff  laiva,  tkka  eepxaA  punishment 

The  trial  Tasted  foUr(«eft  hours,  and  was  attended 
by  the  fullest  court  ever  kitcmd. 

Th^se  men,  as  well  aa  those  concerned  in  the 
ihurder  of  Mr.  AHeW,  afterwards  received  his  bm- 
jesty*s  free  paidoh. 

Although  Col6tteI  Luttrel  continued  to  keep 
his  siear,  in  consequence  of  (he  unconstitulioiMl 
decisTon  of  the  House  of  Comfflons,  until  the  close 
of  that  Partiament  in  177+,  he  w«  never  aeknow- 


tbetnselrM  so  uneqiitl  to  dp^Botbg  ibe  ieilsd  of 
a  whole  qstiM,  suffered  Mr.  WilkM  to  lali«  bis 
seat  witboBt  amy  further  o^oikioo. 

This  county  unftirtfiiiately  \M\ng  Mr,  Sefgeftllfi 
Oyon  in  the  year  1779,  who  dU&\n  the  fnoftthof 
September,  the  miniiier,  aided  by  the  late  DtsrkA 
of  Nortbuttibefland,  again  attempted  lo  obtrude  a 
representative  opoa  the  cfounty,  and  Coloitel  Toft* 
iteW  accordingly  vacated  his  seat  f»  Be? erley^  to 
become  a  candidate  upon  that  iMevest.  Tbt  htt 
Oeorge  Byngi  esq.,  who  was  at  thgr  tinie  lorember 
ftv  Wfgan,  in  the  coafttr  of  Lancasteri  was  put  in 
tfomhiatioh  by  the  f>Qtrk>tiG  party,  but  the  miniatet 
refttsing  to  give  tbe  Chiltern  Hundreds  to  this 
gentleomn,  as  he  bad  done  to  Colonel  Ttfffnell, 
prevented  his  being  in  a  capacity,  at  that  time,  to 
accept  of  the  honour  intended  him.  The  indepen- 
dent gentlemen  of  the  co«nty  then  prevailed  npon 
Mt  Wood,  of  Littleton,  to  becotne  their  reprres^n- 
tative  for  the  reminder  of  that  Parliament,  when 
Mr.  Byng's  iacspaeity  would  be  removed  by  its 
dissolotion. 

Upon  Mr«  Wood's  coinciding  with  the  wishes 
of  tbe  freeholdefs,  Cotonel  TuiFneK,  being  con- 
vinced that  he  bad  no  chance  of  sncceeding,  de- 
clined the  contest,  and  Mr.  Wood  was  untni- 
mously  elected. 

At  tbe  genera)  election  in  178($f  Mr.  Byng  was 
unanimoQisly  cboaen,  together  with  Mr.  Wilkes, 
who  received  that  honour  from  bis  constituents 
the  sixtb  time. 

On  tbe  3d  of  May^  1789,  the  motion  which  had 
been  aimnally  nliadeibr  twelve y^ara,  for  expunging 
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from  the  Jouraals  of  the  Hoase  of  Commoin  the 
ftmoui  resolution  of  the  17tfa  of  February,  1769* 
for  the  expulsion  of  Mr.  Wilkes,  ifteAso  long  b 
sticoession  of  defeats,  now  terminated,  by  a  majo- 
Tity  of  69 ;  the  numbers  on  the  division  beii^, 
ayea  1 16,  noes  47i  ^  rescinding  it.  It  was  after- 
wards resolved  unanimously,  that  the  said  expul- 
sion was  illegal  and  unconstitutional. 

The  coalition  taking  place  the  following  year, 
was  productive  of  exactly  the  same  consequences 
between  the  representatives  of  this  county,  as  with 
tbe  members  for  Westminster.  Mr.  Mainwaring 
was  proposed  as  a  candidate,  in  opposition  to  Mr. 
Byng,  and  was  elected  by  a  considerable  majority, 
in  conjunction  with  Mr.  Wilkes,  at  the  dissolution 
of  the  Parliament  which  took  place  in  1784. 

At  the  general  election  in  1790,  Mr.  Wilkes 
declined  the  honour  of  sitting  in  Parliament,  and 
was  succeeded  by  George  Byng,  esq.,  son  of  the 
late  member,  and  Mr.  Mainwaring  was  re-chosen. 

These  gentlemen  continued  to  represent  this 
county  till   1809,  when  the  most  severe   eon- 
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and  as  it  was  tHe  most  interesting'  to  public 
feeling  at  the  time,  it  will  be  equally  important  to 
transmit  an  impartial  history  of  it  to  posterity. 

On  the  day  of  election^  the  road  leading  to 
Brentford  was  crowded  with  carria^  and  horse-  . 
men  at  an  early  hour.  The  candidates  arriving, 
the  horses  were  taken  from  the  carriage  of  Sir 
Francis  Burdett,  and  he  was  drawn  into  the  town 
amidst  the  enthusiastic  plaudits  of  a  surrounding 
crowd  of  electors.  Mr.  Byng  experienced  a  re- 
ception something  similar,  while  that  of  Mr^  Main- 
waring  was  un&vourable  in  the  extreme.  In  a 
few  minutes,  the  candidates,  attended  by  their 
friends,  appeared  on  the  hustings ;  and  the  sheriffs 
having  opened  the  business  of  the  meeting,  Mr. 
Perry,  of  Blackwall,  proposed  Mr.  Mainwaring, 
which  was  seconded  by  Mr.  Elliot  of  Westminster, 
but  received  with  every  mark  of  disapprobation. 

Mr.  Alderman  Skinner  then  proposed  George 
Byng,  esq.,  which  was  seconded  by  Mr.  Bacon, 
and  received  with  great  applause. 

Mr.  Alderman  Combe  then  proposed  Sir  Francis 
Burdett,  whose  name  was  no  sooner  pronounced, 
than  the  air  rung  with  acclamations*  He  was  se- 
conded by  Mr.  Britton.  « 
The  several  candidates  were  then  put  in  nomi- 
nation. Mr.  Mainwaring  was  the  first ;  the  show 
of  hands  was  about  one-third  of  the  electors  ;  Mr. 
Byng,  two- thirds ;  and  Sir  Francis  Burdett  nearly 
the  whole  present.  The  sheriffs  then  declared  the 
election  to  have  fallen  on  Mr.  Byng  and  Sir  Francis 
Burdett.  Mr.  Mainwaring,  howevep,  demanded  a 
poll,  which  immediately  commenced,  and  conti- 


COUNTIES.  dTIEB.  AMP  BOROUGHS. 

olitfd  for  6fteea  days,  at  tbc  final  close  of  which 
t^a  numbers  were, 

For  Ciwige  Byn^,  wi 3B48 

Sir  FrsBcis  Burdett 3807 

Willito  Maiawtringtaiq 99B6 

The  thciiflV,  therefore,  deolafed  Mr.  Byng  tad 
6ir  Fraofia  Burdett  duly  elected.  The  applante 
Cbatisuecceded  this  declanttioa  is  jmpoiuble  to  be 
dcivrUied. 

The  masAtvn  addraued  the  c«Maty  in  acknow- 
ledgmejit  of  the  high  honour  coaferrcd  on  them ; 
•nd  Mr.  Maiawariag,  takiog  the  adTBOtage  of  that 
opportunity  to  retire,  the  chairs  were  brought  for^ 
ward  for  t)!>e  purpoee  of  cfaairii^  the  succesafiil 
candidates;  ihey  were  thca  borne  on  the  shoulder* 
flf  the  multitude  round  the  iquare,  and  through 
the  town  of  Breatford,  amidst  the  aocalmatioM  of 
thouaaads  of  spectators. 

Afker  the  membcca  had  been  chaired  round  the 
town,  they  were  carried  to  the  foot  of  Kew  Bridge, 
where  their  carriages  were  ready  to  receive  them, 
and  in  which  they  proceeded  to  London,  attended 
hy  a  procession  of  above  a  thousand  coaches. 


BfrnpLBBEX.  .183 

gro4iiidl  of  piftklitj  in  the  sheriff,  admitting  un- 

qunlified  person^  to  vote  for  the  sitting  member ; 

wd  renewed  bis  said  petition  on  the  S3d  of  No- 
vember, 1803. 

A  petition  of  several  freeholders  of  the  county 
of  Middlesex  was  read,  Dec.  7$  stating,  first,  the 
names  of  the  three  candidates  at  the  election,  and 
the  return  of  Sir  F.  Burdett  and  G.  Byng,  esq. ; 
Sd.  that  VT.  Mainwaring,  esq.,  the  unsuccessful 
candidate,  had  petitioned  against  the  return  of  Sir 
F.  Burdett;  dd.  that  Mr.  Mainwaring  had  not 
the  legal  majority  of  votes  ;  that  he  was  disqua* 
li6ed  both  iu  respect  of  estate  and  of  his  holding 
certain  offices ;  that  he  had  been  guilty  of  bribery 
and  treating,  of  using  undue  influence,  of  threat- 
ening the  voters  of  Sir  F.  Burdett,  of  endeavouring 
to  overawe  the  returning  officer,  of  procuring  pau^ 
pers  to  swear  themselves  possessed  of  tenements 
to  the  value  of  forty  shillings  a  year,  aud  of  endea- 
vouring to  procure  a  majority  of  votes  by  various 
other  unjust,  ill^al,  and  unconstitutional  means. 

The  del^ite  on  this  case  was  adjourned  to  the 
ISth  of  December,  when  the  question  was  put, 
and  carried  without  a  division  in  the  affirmative, 
that  the  petition  be  withdrawn. 

On  Monday,  July  9>  the  committee  having  sat 
190  days,  reported  that  Sir  F.  Burdett  was  not 
duly  elected ;  that  W.  Mainwaring,  esq.,  was  duly 
elected,  and  ought  to  have  been  returned  ;  that, 
at  the  last  election,  W.  Mainwaring,  esq.,  did,  by 
his  agents,  commit  acts  of  treating,  whereby  he 
was  incapacitated  to  serve  in  Parliament  upon 
such  election ;  that  the  last  election  was  void,  so 


COUNTIES.  CariES.  AND  BOROUGHS. 

for  as  it  respected  the  return  of  the  wid  Sir  Fnncis 
Burdett,  tt^etber  with  the  usual  resoIutioaB»  that 
neither  the  petitions  nor  the  opposition  to  them 
weie  frivolous  or  vexatious. 

George  Bolton  Mafowaring,  esq.,  having  been 
returned,  several  electors  presented  a  petition, 
Jan.  95,  I8O4,  stating,  that  Sir  Francis  Burdett 
had  the  majority  of  votes,  and  ought  to  have  been 
returned  in  bis  stead..  The  committee  was  ap- 
pointed Feb.  19.  and  on  the  .sth  of  March  deter- 
nainedi  that  Mr.  G.  B.  MainwariDg  was  not  duly 
elected,  and  that  Sir  F.  Burdett  ought  to  have 
been  returned,  The  report  having  been  made  to  the 
House  the  same  day,  it  was  ordered  that  the  return 
should  be  amended,  and  leave  was  given  to  Mr. 
Malnwaring  and  the  freeboldem  to  question  the 
idection  of  Sir  Francis  Burdett  within  fourteen 
days,  if  they  should  think  fit. 
■>  Mr.  G.  B.  Mainwaring,  and  certain  electors  in 
his  interest,  having  petitioned  against  the  election 
of  Sir  F.  Burdett,  March  13,  1S05,  the  committee 
was  appointed  Feb.  /•  1806.  The  clerk  of  the 
crown  produced  the  last  return  for  the  county  of 
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London,  the  metropolis  of  the  British  empire, 
is  situated  on  the  north  banks  of  the  river  Thames, 
in  the  county  of  Middlesex.  London  appears  to 
have  been  founded  by  the  inhabitants  of  Britain  in 
times  prior  to  the  Roman  invasion  und^r  ^'aesar.. 
The  first  mention  of  London  in  auttienitc  history 
is  by  Tacitus,  who  speaks  of  its  beiug  sacked  in 
the  year  61,  under  the  Emperor  Nero,  by  the  Bri- 


/ 


crnr  OT  IjOndon.  iS6 

They  also  resolved  the  petition  not  to  be  firivolous 
or  vexatious,  and  that  the  election  was  not  vexiei- 
tious  or  corrupt. 

These  three  elections  and  petitions  are  said  to 
have  cost  Sir  Francis  Burdett  above  one  hundred 
thousand  pounds. 

At  the  general  election  in  1806,  Sir  Francis 
Burdett  was  again  proposed,  and  supported  by 
1,900  independent  freeholders,  who  came  to  Brent- 
ford, and  voted  at  their  own  expense;  but  as  he 
neither  canvassed,  nor  begame  accountable  for  any 
election  charges,  Mr.  Mellish  was  chosen  in  the 
room  of  Mr.  Main  waring,  jun.,  and  Mr.  Byng  was 
re-elected. 

On  the  dissolution  of  what  is  generally  called 
the  Short  Parliament,  in  1807,  Sir  Christopher 
Baynes,  bart.,  opposed  Mr.  Byng ;  but  the  latter 
was  re-elected,  with  Mr.  Mellish^  by  a  majority  of 
more  than  two  to  one. 

At  the  last  general  election,  in  ISIS,  Mr.  Byng 
and  Mr.  Mellish  were  chosen  without  opposition. 
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tJsh  Qhmo  Boadioei.  It  wsa  then  a  plaoe  of  im* 
pftrtaoee  among  the  Ronuo  poBsesaioiu  lb  BntwB* 
and,  according  to  that  author,  was  the  chief  reai^ 
dene*  of  m«robants,  and  the  gceftt  matt  of  trade  and 
ewnmerce.  Undnr  the  £nperor  Clavdiw  it  be- 
came a  Roman  colony,  and  wai  goMvoad  by  m 
prefect,  annually  sest  from  Rom?,  who  admJnis- 
tered  the  lawa  of  the  empire  to  the  iafaabitaDts, 
eoMistifi^notonlyofRoaunibukBritoQs.  During 
the  ravages  committed  in  Britaia  by  the  Dan«ai 
London  suffered  materially ;  but  Alfred  having 
drivm  out  the  invadera,  not  only  repaiced  the  wall* 
and  towers,- Ihi<  eoUkellisfaed  the  city  with  addi- 
tional buildings,  and  constituted  London  the  me- 
tropolis of  the  country.  At  the  time  of  the  Nor- 
man Conquest,  London  was  a  place  of  great  wealth 
and  power,  and  its  eiril  govcrDmeot  and  priviJ^;ei, 
as  tfapy  existed  under  the  Saxons*  were  confirmed 
by  two  charters  from  the  Conqueror.  In  the  reign 
of  Henry  I.,  it  obtained  a  most  important  grant, 
1^  the  annexation  of  the  county  of  Middlesex  to 
its  jurisdiction,  with  a  power  of  appointing  a  sheriff 
and  justiciary  from  among  the  citizens ;  and  it  was 
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the  massacre  of  nearly  all  the  Jews  rasidtng  ia  it« 
In  this  reign  the  citizens  purchased  of  the  king 
the  conservancy  of  the  river  Thamea,  with  a  power 
of  removing  obstructions.  In  the  reign  of  JobUi 
1807,  Henry  Fita^Alwyn  took  the  title  of 
mayor,  instead  of  custos  and  bailiff,  under  which 
names  he  had  held  that  dignity  for  SO  years  suc«- 
cessively.  Henry  III.  harassed  the  citizens,  by 
seising  their  charters,  and  making  them  purchaee 
new  ones  ;  and  in  the  reign  of  Edward  I.  the  city 
^as  divided  inlo  94  wards,  the  supreme  magistrate 
of  which  had  the  ancient  Saxon  title  of  alderman, 
Md  each  ward  chose  some  of  the  inhabitants  as  a 
common-council,  who  were  sworn  into  their  office, 
and  who  were  to  be  consulted  by  the  aldermen, 
and  their  advice  followed  in  all  public  affairs  re- 
lating to  the  city.  In  the  y«ar  ISS?*  King  Kdward 
III.  granted  the  citizens  two  charters ;  by  the  iSrst 
of  which  it  w^s  ordained  that  the  mayor  shall  be 
constantly  one  of  the  judges  of  c^er  and  terminer 
for  the  trial  of  criminals  confined  in  Newgate,  See. 
By  the  second  charter,  Southwark  was  granted  to 
the  citizens.  In  the  year  1:554,  the  same  prince 
granted  the  city  the  privilege  ol' having  a  gold  or 
silver  mace  carried  before  the  chief  magistrate ;  a 
•privilege  then  peculiar  to  London ;  and  it  was 
about  this  time  when,  it  is  supposed  by  soma, 
that  the  title  of  lord  was  first  added  to  that  of 
mayor. 

In  the  reign  of  Henry  IV.,  the  privileges  of  the 
city  were  extended  in  several  instafices.  On  the 
return  of  Henry  V.  from  the  battle  of  Agim  ourt, 
the  citizens  distinguished  themselves  by  the  splen- 
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did  ctvalcade  witb  which  they  conducted  that 
brave  prince  through  the  city.  In  1416,  Sir  Henry 
Barton,  lord-mayor,  first  ordered  lanterns  to  be 
hung  out  to  illuminate  the  streets  by  night.  Ed- 
.ward  IV.  granted  a  new  charter  of  confirmation  to 
the  citizens,  anci  extended  their  privities.  The 
conduct  of  Henry  VII.  to  the  citizens  was  opptea- 
sive,  the  ext<Htion  of  his  ministers  Empson  and 
Dudley  being  very  great.  The  reign  of  Henry  VIII. 
was  remarkable  for  the  dissolution  of  the  monaa- 
teriea ;  and  it  is  almost  incredible  bow  many  mag- 
nificent churches,  cloisters,  libraries,  and  other 
buildings  in  the  metropolis,  were  ruined.  King 
Edward  VI.  in  the  year  1551,  gave  the  city  a 
charter,  by  which  he  not  only  confirmed  all  its 
former  privil^es,  but  granted  the  lord  mayor,  al- 
dermen, and  .citizens,  several  lands  and  tenements 
in  Southwark,  with  the  manor  thereof;  the  assize 
of  bread,  wine,  beer,  and  ale ;  a  fair  for  three  days; 
and  the  offices  of  coroner,  escheator  and  clerk  of  the 
market,  which  are  for  ever  vested  in  the  lord  mayor 
and  his  successors.  In  the  reign  of  Queen  Eliza- 
beth commerce  received  a  new  impulse  by  the 
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London  received  improvementsof  a  different  kind 
from  any  we  have  yet  mentioned  ;  the  New  River 
was  brought  to  Islington  from  AmwelU  in  Hert- 
fordshire, in  1613.    In  1615,  the  sides  of  the  prin- 
cipal streets,  which  had  before  been  laid  with  peb- 
bles were  now  paved  with  flags.     During  the  un- 
happy reign  of  Charles  I.,  great  disputes  arose  be- 
tween the  king  and  the  city,  in  relation  to  ship- 
money,  loans,  and  other  grievances  ;  but  even  in. 
the  midst  of  these  disputes,  and  whilst  the  king 
was  actually  opposing  the  liberties  of  the  citizens, 
he  granted  them  several  charters,  by  which  he  con- 
firmed all  their  former  privileges,  and  added  some 
new  ones ;  however,  the  citizens  entered  heartily 
into  the  measures  of  the  Parliament  against  him, 
and  fortified  the  city  with  forts,  joined  by  a  line 
of  circumvaliation,  formed  by  a  rampart  of  earth, 
which  on  all  sides  surrounded  London,  West- 
minster, and  Southwark. 

On  the  death  of  Oliver  Cromwell,  the  citizens 

made  a  strong  opposition  to  the  Committee  of 

Safety,  declared  for  a  free  Parliament,  and  refused 

to  advance  resources  to  the  then  Government :  on 

which.  General  Monk  was  ordered  to  march  into 

the  city  with  his  army,  who  broke  and  cut  to 

pieces  the  city  gates,  portcullises,  and  posts.  After 

this  the  city  joined  with  General  Monk  in  bringing 

about  the  Restoration ;  and  on  the  S9th  of  May, 

1660,  the  lord-mayor  and  aldermen  went  out  and 

met  King  Charles  II.  in  St.  George's  Fields.     In 

1663,  the  king  granted  the  city  a  confirmation  of  all 

their  ancient  charters,  privil^es,  liberties,  rights, 

and  customs ;  and  the  citizens  in  return  advanced 
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tiODtidenble  sums  of  inoney  towards  carrying  od  the 
wat  with  Holland,  for  which  they  received  the 
thataks  of  both  Houses  of  Parliament.  In  the 
reign  of  Jtmes  11.,  the  city,  remonstrating  to  the 
kingoD  the  slowness  of  the  court  in  the  biralneas 
of  the  popish  plot,  so  bighly  offended  him,  that  be 
declared  their  privileges  ibrfeiced,  and  their  cbartet 
at  bis  dtsposal ;  but,  frightened  by  his  own  teme> 
rity,  h«  sent  for  the  lord-mayor  om)  aldermen,  and 
pTomiaed  to  restore  their  charter  in  its  full  extent, 
which  he  accordingly  did.  On  the  Rerolulkm 
taking  place,  to  which  the  citizens  of  Londo*  con- 
tributed very  much,  they  had  little  difficulty  in 
obtaining  a  full  confirmation  of  tbcir  rights  and 
privil^es  &om  Kwg  Willkn  and  Queen  Mary. 
The  most  reaaarkiJ>le  occurrence  relating  to  the 
city  in  the  reign  of  Queen  Anne  was  the  act  aa- 
ihorizing  the  buildingof  dO  new  churches.  During 
his  present  majesty's  reign,  London  baa  under- 
gone, from  the  spirit  and  wealth  of  its  citixeng,  a 
multitude  of  improvements. 
The   populatioQ  of  London,  according  to  the 
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KEPEESBlfTATiVX  BISYOET. 

This  ancient  city  has  sent  membeit  tp  EHirlia- 
meDt  witb  all  tbe  isotiimes  of  England  from  the 
49th  of  Hraiy  HI.  to  the  present  lime. 

Petitioks,  &;c.  April  9,  1690.  A  patition  of 
Sir  Thomas  PilkingtoD,  Sir  Robert  Oaytouy  Sir 
Patienee  Ward,  and  Sir  William  AifaoiBtt  toiicrhing 
the  right  of  dectiotK 

No  detcrmioation. 

Feb*  S9t  1700.  Gilbert  Heathicattj  etq.,  •  mem** 
bcr  of  thia  Houses  btnigooncenied  wicb  Sir  Heary 
Fafneae,  a  nambar  fov  Sandwieb,  at  a  trustee  for 
circulating  excbeqfaier  bilk. 

Resolved :  <'  That  the  said  Gilbert  Heatbeott, 
esq.»  is  goihy  of  a  brsaeb  o^  the  act  made  in  the 
^tb  and  6tb  yearo  of  tbe  reign  of  bis  jMre^ent 
Mq^aaty^  Kiag  Wiliiaili,  and  tbe  fete  Qaeen  Mary, 
entitled^  ^'  An  act  for  granting  their  Marjesties 
certain  ratea  aoddatiiB  upou  salt,  beer,  ale,  and 
other  liquors,  fcc^,  Arc." 

Resolved:  «'  Tbat  the  said  Gilbert  Heathcott, 
esq^,  be,  for  the  breach  of  tbe  said  act,  expelled 
this  House :"  and  a  dew  writ  was  ordered. 

March  5,  1719«  A  petrtiou  of  several  aldermen, 
and  a  great  fiumber  of  liverymen,  ftee  of  this  city, 
againat  the  iiiegal  return  of  Sir  Richard  Hoar,  Sir 
William  Withers,  Sir  John  Cass,  md  Sir  George 
Newland,  knts. 

A  motion  was  made  to  hear  the  matter  of  this 
petition  at  the  bar,  but  was  disagreed  to. 

6.    A  petition  of  John  Ward,  Thomas 
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Scawea,  Robert  Heysbam,  and   Peter  Godfrey, 
dqn.,  against  the  same  ill^al  return. 
Ko  report  appears. 

Pari.  13.  JohD  Roberts,  esq.,  petitioaed  agaiost 
Mr.  Bull's  election,  butafterwards  requested  leave 
to  withdraw  it;  which  the  House  grant^. 

Pari  16.  Richard  AtkinsoR,  esq.,  and  some  of 
the  voters,  petitioned  against  the  election  of  John 
Sawbridge,  esq.  i"— not  renewed  the  9d  session. 

Imp.  Pari.  3.  Sir  Watkin  Leves  and  some  of 
the  fireemen  petitioned;  renewed,  the  9d  session, 
March,  1S04.  The  chairman  of  the  committee 
reported  to  the  House,  that  the  sitting  members 
were  duly  elected,  and  that  the  petition  was  fri- 
volous and  vexatious. 

This  city,  which  is  the  £rst  in  magnitude,  po- 
pulation, commerce,  and  opulence,  in  Europe,  has 
no  more  weight  in  the  legislative  representatioD  of 
the  country,  than  the  united  boroughs  of  Wey- 
mouth and  Melcombe  R^s,  which  are  the  pro- 
perty of  an  individual.  Its  members  are  not  the 
representatives  of  the  inht^itant  housekeepers,  re- 
sident  and  paying  taxes  within  the 
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ship  to  a  freemaD,  by  gift  of  the  corporation,  or  by 
purchase,  and  afterwards  by  being  admitted  to  the 
livery  of  one  of  the  companies.  This  last  quali- 
fication was  not  always  necessary,  the  right  of 
election  anciently  having  been  in  the  freemen  at 
laige,  which  was  the  subject  of  many  contests, 
until  1 1  George  L  gave  a  peremptory  right  to  the 
livery  only.  The  present  number  is  under  13,000 ; 
but  if  the  right  were  in  the  freemen  at  large,  the 
electors  would  be  nearly  ten  times  that  number ; 
or  if  it  were  in  the  inhabitant  housekeepers,  agree- 
able to  our  ancient  free  constitution,  the  number 
would  be  31,000. 

CORPORATION. 

The  civil  government  of  this  city  is  the  first  and 
best  in  this  country,  both  with  regard  to  the  re- 
spectability of  its  officers,  and  their  integrity  in 
the  administration  of  justice.  The  magistrates, 
chosen  by  the  freemen  of  each  respective  ward, 
are  popuhur  in  : their  organization,  unshackled  hy 
court  influence,  independent  in  their  offices,  and 
accountable  to  their  fellow-citizens  for  the  impar* 
tial  discharge  of  the  duties  of  their  function.  Their 
future  elevation  to  the  offices  of  sheriff,  mayor, 
and  member  of  Parliament,  depending  on  the  ex^ 
emplary  dischai^e  of  their  municipal  power. 

This  city  is  governed  by  a  lord-mayor,  a  recor- 
der, 96  aldermen,  two  sheriffs,  and  336  common- 
council.  The  lord-mayor  is  chosen  out  of  the  96 
aldermen  by  the  livery,  on  Michaelmas-day,  who 
return  two  to  the  court  of  aldennen,  out  of  whom 
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tbe  court  make«  choice  of  one  to  serve  tbat  im- 
portvQt  office.  The  ■henffs.are  likewise  cboienby 
the  livery  io  coiQinoD-ball,  and  may  either  be  se- 
lected from  the  court  of  atdenneD,  or  from  among 
the  freemen  at  large.  The  atdernien  and  coimiion- 
council  arechoseo  by  die  wb^itant  bouaekeepen, 
being  freemen  of  tbe  respective  wards,  of  Aldecs- 
gate,Aldgate,  Bassisfaaw^Biltii^gatejBishopsgBte, 
9read-^reet,  Bridge  Without,  or  .fiouthwark. 
Bridge  Withio,  Broad-street,  Candlewick,  Castls 
Beynerd,  Cheap,  Coleraan -street,  Cordwainer, 
ComhJll,  Cripp)^;ate,  DoM^te,  Farringdon  With- 
out, Farriogdon  Within,  Langborp,  Lime-street, 
Fortsoken,  (jueenbithe,  Tower.  Viotry,  and  Wal- 
brook.  Tbe  aldermen  hold  their  offices  for  life» 
but  the  coramon-eouDcil  are.elecied  annually,  on 
St.  Thomas's  day.  The  recorder  is  chosen  by  the 
court  of  aldermen,  and  hohb  his  ofike  for  life. 
Tbe  other  city  officers  of  importance  are,  tbe  cham* 
bcHain,  common-sergeant,  lown-clerk,  comptroller, 
eollectorof  the  city  dues,  two  judges  of  the  she- 
riff's .court,  four  city  coiinset,  two  secontkries  of 
tbe  Compter,  a  remembrancer,  and  solicitor. 
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FOLITICAL  CHARACTER. 

This  City  has  distinguished  itself  in  the  page  of 
histoiy  by  ao  aniform  defence  of  the  rights  and 
liberties  of  the  people;  but  as  it  is  not  consistent 
with  the  plan  of  this  work  to  enlarge  upon  any  sub* 
ject  unconnected  with  its  representative  history,  we 
shall  only  remark,  that  it  has  had  the  honour  of 
sending  to  Parliamentsome  of  themostdistinguished 
patriots  who  have  adorned  the  country ;  among 
whom  may  be  named  Sir  John  Barnard,  Sir  Stephen 
Theodore  Janssen,  Wm.  Beckford,  esq.,  John  Saw- 
bridge,  esq.,  add  that  benevolent  philanthropist 
Frederic  Bull,  esq. ;  but  since  the  establishment 
of  the  Excise  and  the  Bank  of  England,  and  the 
consequent  introduction  of  the  military  within  its 
walls,  contrary  to  its  chartered  rights,  whose  duty, 
if  necessary,  should  be  performed  by  the  city  mi- 
litia ;  and  since  the  growing  importance  of  the 
customs  and  the  £ast  India  Company,  and  the  in- 
crease of  government  offices,  and  tax-receivers  and- 
coUectors,  within  the  city,  the  ministerial  nomina- 
tion of  its  members  hai  been  submitted  to  as  im-^ 
plicitly  as  it  has  been  in  most  of  the  boroughs.  It 
is  to  be  regretted  that  the  wealthy  merchant  and 
wholesale  trader  can  carry  on  business  in  this  city 
without  its  freedom,  while  the  poorest  retail  dealer, 
and  even  journeymen,  are  not  suffered  to  do  so. 
This  compulsion  should  extend  to  every  descrip- 
tion of  traders,  or  be  dispensed  with  in  all  alike, 
which  would  be  one  means  of  securing  their  inde- 
pendence; but  when  it  is  recollected  that  not  one- 
third  of  the  inhabitant  householders  of  the  city  of 
London  who  pay  taxes,  and  the  whole  body  of  the 
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freeholders  of  Londoo,  have  no  votes  at  all,  nor 
any  share  in  chooflihg  those  represeotatives  by 
whom  they  are  taxed,  our  aatonishment  increasasl 
The  number  of  housekeepers  in  this  city  are  thirty- 
one  thousand,  and  the  number  of  voters  at  any 
election  have  neVer  exceeded  a  fourth  part  of  that 
amount.  The  population  of  LoodoD,  Westminster, 
and  Middlesex,  forms  a  tenth  part  of  that  of  all 
England,  while  they  only  send  eight  members  to 
Parliament  out  of  five  hundred  and  thirteen,  which 
is  only  a  sixty-fourth  part  of  the  whole.  The  bo- 
toughs  of  Old  Sarum,  Gatton,  Midburst,  and  St. 
Mawe's,  with  only  one  vote  each,  send  an  equal 
propcvtion  of  what  arecalledrepreieDtativesof  the 
people  with  London,  Westminster,  end  Middlesex '. 

This  glaring  inequality    of  elective  right  is  ' 
equally  obvious  when  compared  with  Yorkshire, 
Manchester,  Birmingham,    Leeds,  Sheffield,  and 
every  part  of  the  united  kingdoms  of  England, 
Scotland,  and  Ireland ! 

The  number  of  liverymen  who  usually  vote  at 
an  election  for  the  city  of  London  may  be  ascer* 
liiietl  tVoin  \h('.  List  noil  J 
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CITY  OF  WESTMINSTER. 

Westminster  City,  a  part  of  thef  metropolis 
of  London,  situated  in  the  county  of  Middlesex, 
on  the  banks  of  the  Thames,  lying  westward  of 
St.  Paul's.— ^In  ancient  times  it  contained  nothing 
remarkable,  except  its  stately  abbey,  and  was  situ<» 
ated  in  a  marshy  island,  called  Thorney^  sur- 
rounded on  one  side  by  the  Thames,  and  on  the 
other  by  a  branch  of  the  river  called  Lbng  Ditch. 
For  many  ages  it  was  entirely  distinct  from  Lon- 
don, and  the  Strand  was  a  road  leading  thereto* 
open  on  one  side  to  the  Thamea,  and  on  the  other 
to  the  fields;  and  is  still  governed  by  its  own 
magistrates,  and  laws  distinct  from  those  of  the 
city.  It  contains  9  parishes,  viz.  St.  Ann's,  Sobo; 
St.  Clement's  Danes;  St.  George's,.  Hanover- 
square  ;  St.  James's ;  St.  John's  ;  St^  Maigaret's ; 
St.  Martin's-in-the-fields  ;  St.  Mary-le-Strand ; 
and  St.  Paul's,  Covent  Garden ;  which,  together 
with  the  precinct  of  the  Savoy,  and  the  veige  of 
the  palaces  of  Whitehall  and  St.  James's,  contain 
I8,?31  bouses,  ifibabited  by  158,910  persons,  be- 
ing 7I93OI  males,  and  86,909  females  ;  of  whotia 
35,031  were  returned  employed  in  various  trades. 
The  government  of  the  city  and  liberties  thereof, 
is  under  the  jurisdiction  of  the  dean  and  chapter 
of  Westminster,  in  civil  as  well  as  ecclesiastical 
affairs,  and  their  authority  extends  to  the  precincts 
of  St.  Martin' 8- le-grand,  near  Newgate-street,  and 
in  some  places  in  Essex,  that  are  exempt  from  the 
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jurisdiction  of  the  Bishop  of  London  and  the 
Archbishop  of  Canterbury;  but  the  civil  part, 
ever  since  the  reformation,  has  been  in  the  hands 
of  laymeD,  elected  and  con6rmed  by  the  dean  and 
chapter.  The  principal  magistrate  is  the  high 
steward*  usually  a  Doblemao,  and  chosen  for  life; 
a  deputy  steward  chosen  by  the  high  steward ; 
•od  a  high  bailiff^  nominated  by  the  dean,  and 
con&nned  by  the  high  steward  :  there  are  also  16 
burgesses,  and  a  tUgb  cooslable. 

BBPBKSENTATITS  HISTOaV. 

This  cily  first  retotBed  members  to  Parliament 
ill  the  Istof  EdwudVI. 

Pbtitiobs,  &e.     Feb.  96.  1690.     Sir  Thomas 
Ireland  and  Mr.   Holt  reported,  touching  Mr. 
Man's  election. 
.    Resolved  :  **  That  the  election  was  good. 

June  91,  l6s?J.     Sir  John  Danvers  presented  a 
petition  for  this  city. 

Mo  report  appears. 

JuQeS6,  1661.     SergeaDt  Charletoa  reported, 
upon  the  election  of  Sir  Philip  Warwick,  and  Sir 
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No  det^rmiaatkiD. 

Oct.  9^,  1680.  A  petilioa  of  Sir  William 
Walter. 

Nov.  4.  A  petiCi(m  of  Sir  Philip  Matthews, 
loacbing  the  election  for  thia  city. 

Resolved :  *^  That  the  king's  mesial  servanta, 
not  haying  proper  houses  of  their  own  within  the 
city,  have  not  a  right  to  give  voices  in  the  election 
of  citizens  to  serve  in  Parliament  for  this  city." 

''  That  Sir  William  Pultney,  and  Sir  WiUiam 
Waller,  are  duly  elected  citizens  to  serve  in  Par* 
liament  for  this  city.'^ 

^'  That  Sir  Francis  Withers  is  not  duly  elected.'^ 
-r-Which  said  resolutiona  being  read  twice,  were 
agreed  to  by  the  House. 

Dec.  14,  1693.  A  petition  of  Sir  Henry  Dntton 
Colt,  against  the  return  of  James  Vernon  and 
Charles  Montague,  esqr^.,  by  means  of  entertain^ 
ments  and  menaces. 

99.     Resolved:    '*  That  James  Vernon 

and  Charles  Montague,  esqrs.,  are  duly  elected/' 

^^  That  the  petition  of  Sir  Henry  Dutton  Colt, 
is  frivolous,  vexatious,  and  scandalous  : — and. 

Resolved  :  ^'  That  no  alien,  not  being  a  denizen 
or  naturalized,  haa  any  right  to  vote  in  elections 
of  members  to  serve  in  Parliament." 

Resolved :  **  That  John  Leister  having  arrested 
a  witness  on  leaving  the  Committee  of  Privil^pes, 
is  guilty  of  a  breach  of  the  privilege  of  this  House, 
and  that  for  bifr  said  offence  he  be  taken  into  the 
custody  of  the  sergeant  at  arms.'' 

Nov.  84,  1708.  A  petition  of  Sir  Henry  Dut- 
ton Colt  agvnat  the  return  of  Thomas  Medlycot, 
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esq.,  steward  of  the  court  of  this  city ;  by  means 
of  many  arbitrary  and  undue  practices  of  the  high 
bailiff  of  this  city. 

30th.  Ordered  :  "  That  Mr.  John  Hug- 
gins,  high  bailiff  of  this  city,  do  attend  with  the 
original  poll  books  of  the  late  elections.'* 

Reaotred :  "  That  -  Mr.  John  Huggins,  high 
bailiff  of  this  city,  has,  in  de6nnce  of  the  laws, 
*art>itrarily  and  ill^ally  refuted  to  tender  tfae  oath 
of  ftbjura;ton,  and  is  thereby  guil^  of  a  high  crime 
and  misdemeanor :"— and, 

Ordered  :  *'  That  the  said  high  bailiff,  for  hi» 
said  offence,  be  committed  to  Newgate." 

1 8.    Resolred :  "  That  Thomas  Medlycot, 

esq.,  is  duly  elected  a  citizen,  to  serve  in  this 
present  Parliament  for  this  city." 

Oct.3i,  )799.  A  petition  of  William  Lowndes, 
esq.,  against  the  return  of  Archibald  Hutchinson, 
and  John  Cotton,  csqrs.,  by  means  of  riotous  and 
disorderly  practices. 

Not.  6.  Resolved  :  '*That  it  appears  to  this 
House,  that  there  were  notorious  riots  and  tumults 
at  the  late  election  of  citixens  to  serve  in  Parlia- 
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Vernon  and  Charles  Edwin^  esqra.*  petition^ 
against  the  return  of  Sir  Charles  Wager,  knt.,  and 
Wm.  Lord  Sundon,  whose  election  was  declared 
void.  The  last  determination  of  the  House, 
made  Nov.  15,  1680,  was  read,  when  the  House 
resolved  that  the  King's  menial  servants  not  having 
proper  houses  of  their  own  within  the  city  have 
not  a  right  to  vote. 

Dec.  22,  1741.  Resolved  :  "  That  Mr.  John 
Lever,  high  bailiff,  at  the  last  election^  acted  in  an 
illegal  and  arbitrary  manner,  in  prejudice  of  the 
rights  and  liberties  of  the  electors,  and  in  manifest 
violation  of  the  freedom  of  elections.'' 

Resolved :  **  That  it  appears  to  this  Uouse, 
that  a  body  of  armed  soldiers,  headed  by  officers, 
did,  on  Friday,  the  8th  of  May  last,  come,  in  a 
military  manner,  and  take  possession  of  the 
church-yard  of  St.  Paul,  Covent  Garden,  near  the 
place  where  the  poll  was  taken^  before  the  said 
election  was  ended." 

Resolved :  *'  That  the  presence  of  a  regular 
body  of  armed  soldiers,  at  an  election  of  members 
to  serve  in  Parliament,  is  a  high  infringement  of 
the  liberties  of  the  subject,  a  manifest  violation  of 
the  freedom  of  elections,  and  in  open  defiance  of 
the  laws  and  constitution  of  this  kingdom  :"— and. 
Ordered :  **  That  John  Lever,  esq,,  the  high 
bailiff,  Nathaniel  Blackerby,  George  Howard,  and 
Thomas  Lediard,  esqrs.,  justices,  who  ordered  the 
soldiers  to  attend,  be  severally  taken  into  the  cus- 
tody of  the  sergeant  at  arms." 

1751.    A  petition  of  Sir  George  Vandeput, 
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Inurt.,  against  die  retOED  of  GreDTille,  Viacoant 
Treatham. 

.  A  petiiioQ' of  the  aeveral  bui^esses  and  inhabit- 
ants of  the  city  :and  liberty  of  Westminster, 
whose  names  were  thereunto  subscribed,  in  behalf 
of  themselves  and  aeveral  other  burgesses  and  in- 
habitants.!^ the  said- city  and. liberty,  was  pre- 
sented to  the  House,  and  read,  on  Monday, 
Jan.  ^8,  complaiiHQg  of  an  undue  election  and 
iieturn  for  the  said  city ;  and  it  was  ordncd,  that 
the  said  petition  should  be  heard  at  the  bar  of  the 
House  on  Feb.  j,  then  next. 

Upon  this,. and  without  any  complaint  irom 
9oy  person  whatsoever,  a  motion  was  made,  that 
the  Journals  of  the  House  of  Feb.  98  and  93, 
then  last,  containii^  the  entry  of  the  proceedings 
of  the  House,  in  relation  to  the  execution  of  the 
writ,  which  was  ordered  to  be  issued  on  Not.  16, 
1749,  for  the  election  of  a  citizen  to  serra  in  the 
present  Furliament  for  the  city  of  Westminster,  in 
the  room  of  the  Right  Honourahle  GranTille  Le- 
veson  Gower,  eeq.,  commonly  called  Lord  Vis- 
count Trentham,  might  be  read  ;  and  the  same 
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then,  hy  acctdtnt^  in  the  lobby,  he  was  imiiie^- 
diately  called  in  and  examined ;  and  haying  in 
the  course  of  his  examination  alleged  that  the 
said  election  was  protracted  by  an  affected  delay, 
he  was  asked  by  whom,  and  by  what  means ; 
which  question  was  objected  to  as  improper  by 
the  Earl  of  Egmont,  who  moved  for  the  order  of 
the  day,  and  upon  this  a  long  debate  ensued,  in 
which  the  impropriety  of  it  was  supported  by 
Rob.  Henley,  esq..  Sir  Richard  Ltoyd,  Df;  Lee, 
Geoige  Cooke,  esq.,  John  Plumptre,  esq..  Gen. 
Oglethorpe,  Humphrey  Sydenham,  esq.,  and  Mr. 
Speaker ;  and  the  propriety  of  the  question  was 
supported  by  the  Lord  Viscount  Coke,  Henry 
Fox,  esq.,  Sir  Wm.  Yonge,  and  CoL  Lytttefon. 
But  at  last  the  question  for  the  order  of  the  day 
being  carried  in  the  negative,  and  the  question 
proposed  being  put  to  the  high-bailiff,  he  named 
Mr.  Crowle,  who  had  been  employed  by  Sir  Geo. 
Vandeput,  as  bis  counsel,  in  carrying  on  the 
scrutiny.  Then  being  farther  examined,  he  Com- 
plained of  ill  treatment  offered  to  him  by  several 
persons  upon  account  of  his  behaviour  in  relation 
to  the  said  election  and  return  ;  on  which  he  was 
required  to  name  the  persons,  and  he  named  the 

Hon.  Alex.  Murray,  esq.,  and ^  Gibson,  an 

upbolstierery  both  of  whom  had  been  zealous  and 
active  in  favour  of  Sir  George  Vandeput. 

Upon  this  it  was  moved^  that  Richard  Crowle, 
esq.,  should  attend  the  House  on  the  Thursday 
following,  which  motion  was  likewise  strenuously 
opposed,  but  being  carried  in  the  affirmative,  he 
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was  ordered  to  attend  accordingly,  as  also  the  said 
Mr.  Murray  and  Mr.  Gibson  ;  and  the  liigh-IjailifT 
was  ordered  to  attend  on  the  same  day,  to  make 
good  his  charge  against  them.  i 

Accordingly,  on  Jan.  31,  the  said  several  per-  I 
sons  attending,  the  high-bailiffproceeded  to  make 
good  his  charge  against  Mr.  Crowle,  who,  in  jus- 
ti6cation  of  himself,  said,  that  after  the  high-bai- 
liff bad  received  the  order  of  that  House,  diirina; 
last  Sessions,  to  expedite  the  election,  he  took 
occasion  from  thence  to  hurry  the  scrutiny  on  so 
last,  as  not  to  take  time  to  do  justice  to  bis 
clients ;  that  thereupon  he  insisted  on  his  taking 
sufficient  time  for  that  purpose;  in  which  light 
he  mi{;ht  be  said  to  protract  the  scrutiny — and  he 
gloried  in  having  done  so,  as  it  was  a  duty  he 
owed  to  his  clients.  And  the  high-bailitf  having 
likewise  charged  him  with  speaking  contemptu- 
ously of  the  order  of  the  Mouse,  he  said,  that,  as 
to  his  reflecting  upon  the  order  of  that  House,  he 
had  loo  great  a  regard  for  it,  and  knew  too  well 
the  ertect  of  any  orders  issued  from  that  chair, 
which  was  now  so  worthily  filled,  even  to  entertain 
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motion  was  agreed  to,  and  several  witnesses  were 
examined  on  the  part  of  the  high-bailiff,  as  also 
one  on  the  part  of  Mr.  Crowle ;   afler  which  a 
motion  was  made,  to  resolve,  *^  That  it  appeared 
**  to  that  House,  that  Richard  Crowle,  esq.,  duu 
'^  ing  the  late  scrutiny  of  the  poll  for  the  city  of 
'^  Westminster,  after  he  had   full  notice  of  the 
*^  orders  of  that  House,  given  to  the  high-bailiff 
^*  of  the  said  city,  to  expedite  the  said  scrutiny, 
^^  did  wilfully  and  designedly  protract  the  same; 
^^  and  when  he  was  reminded  of  the  said  orders 
^'  by  the  high-bailiff,  did  publicly  avow  and  de- 
'^  clare  he  bad  done  so ;  and  did  utter  disrespect* 
*^  ful  words  in  contempt  of  the  authority  of  that 
<*  House."  This  motion  was  made  by  the  Marquis 
of  Hartington,  and  seconded  by  the  Lord  Coke  ; 
and  it  was  opposed  by  William  Noel,  esq.,  Paul 
Joddrel,  esq.,  Robert  Nugent,  esq.,  and  Mr.  Al* 
berman  Baker :  but  after  a  long  debate,  the  ques- 
tion was  carried  in  the  affirmative;  whereupon  it 
was  ordered  :    **  That  Mr.  Crowle  should  then  be 
'^  brought  to  the  bar,  and,  upon  his  knees,  repri- 
*^  manded  by  Mr.  Speaker  for  his  said  offence, 
^^  which  heaccordioglywas,anddischai^ed,  paying 
**  his  fees:"  and  then,  being  very  late,  the  conside- 
ration of  the  charge  made  by  the  high-bailiff  was 
ordered  to  be  adjourned  till  next  morning. 

Accordingly,  next  day,  Feb.  1,  the  House  re- 
sumed the  coDsideration  of  this  remarkable  affair ; 
and  the  high-bailiff  and  Mr.  Murray  being  called 
in,  the  former  stated  his  charge  against  the  latter, 
which  was  on  account  of  some  threatening  or  af- 
fronting expressions  made  use  of  by  Mr,  Murray 
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^^hist  him.  most  of  them  after  the  election  wat 
Cf9tt  but  did  not  chal^  bim  with  any  act  of  vio- 
lence, either  before  or  after  the  election  was  over ; 
and  Mr.Murraybaviag  in  general  denied  the'cbarge, 
and  desired  to  make  his  defence  thereto  by  counsel* 
part  of  an  act,  made  in  the  90th  year  of  hia  pre- 
sent Majesty's  reign,  intitled  **  An  act  for  allowing 
'^  ptrnmt  impeached  of  high  treason,  whereby 
"  aiuf  corruption  of  blood  may  be  made,  or  for 
"  likiiptinon  of  tueh  treason,  to  mate  their  full 
"  defence  by  couniel,"  was  read;  after  which,  Mr. 
Murray  being  asked  whether  his  counsel  were 
ready  to  proceed,  he  answered  that  he  had  sent 
for  them,  and  that  he  was  ready  himself,  but  did 
not  know  whether  they  would  be  ready  to  proceed 
that  day ;  whereupon  the  following  orders  were 
agreed  to : 

Ist.  *■  That  Mt.  Murray  should  be  admitted  to 
"  be  heard  at  the  bar  of  that  House  by  his  counael, 
*'  opon  the  charge  made  agaitist  him  by  the  high* 
"  bailiff." 

9.  "  That  the  high-bailiff  should  be  admitted 
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'^  the  hi^-baili£r8  charge,  as  related  to  Mr.  Mot* 
'>  ray  abould  be  adjourned  till  the  6th  rnstant/' 

And  5.   V  Tiiat  the  charge  made  by  the  high«- 
*^  iiailtff  against  Mr.  Murray,  should  be  by  hhn 
'^  put  into  writing,  and  delri^ered  to  the  -clerk  of 
<*  the  House ;  and  that  a  copy  of  the  aaid  charge 
**  should  be  delivered  to  the  said  Mr.  Murray/' 

Of  these  orders,  the  Sd  was  warmly  opposed, 
as  being  different  from  their  method  of  proceeding 
upon  any  breach  of  privil^e,  in  all  which  cases 
the  persons  complained  of  were  never  taken  into 
custody,  till  after  they  had  been  iiilly  heard  in 
their  defence,  and  as  being  a  pi^jndging  of  the 
cause  before  they  had  examined  it,  or  knew  any 
thing  of  it ;  and  that,  in  this  case,  such  a  pro- 
ceeding  would    be    the  more  .extraordinary,  as 
the    offence  alleged  consisted  aolely   in  words, 
of  which  no  complaint  or  in£>nnadon  had  been 
made  for  above  eight  months  after  the  offence  bad 
been  committed,  and  even  then,  not  till  an  accu^ 
sation  had  been  locfa^ed  against  the  informant,  upon 
the  trial  of  which  accusation,  the.persons  informed 
against  might  very  probably  be  the  most  material 
witnesses  ;  whereas,  in  (Hie  of  the  highest  offences 
wbich  can  be  committed  by  words,  which  is  that 
of  denying  the  king's  right  to  the  crown,  or  deny*- 
^ng  the  Trinity,  the  information  mtist  be  brought 
in  three  or  four  days  after  the  words  spoken,  the 
words  must  be  proved  to  have  been  spoken  ma^ 
licioAiely^  directly,  and  ndvisedly,  and  the  prose- 
cution must  be  in  three  months  after  the  informa- 
tion.   However,  as  the  the  law  of  pariiamenit 
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was  diffocnt  fiom  the  common  or  statute  law* 
and  it  was  tfaou^l  Decessary  to  vindicate  tbe 
authority  thereof,  tbe  question  was  carried  by  a 
great  mqc^ity,  and  Mr.  Murray  was  accordingly 
taken  into  custody*  and  immediately  gave  bail  for 
his  appearance. 

The  high-bailiff  then  stated  bis  charge  against 
the  said  Mr.  Gibson,  containing  an  account  of 
some  words  spoken  by  him  during  tbe  election, 
reflecting  upon  tbe  proceedings  of  that  House,  and 
of  the  legislature  ;  and  Mr.  Gibson  having  denied 
the  same,  several  witnesses  were  examined  on 
both  sides,  and  several  members  gave  an  account 
of  what  they  knew  of  tbe  matter;  whereupon  it 
was  resolved,  That  it  appeared  to  that  House, 
that  the'said  Mr.  John  Gibson  was  guilty  of  an 
Jiigh  contempt  of  tbe  authority  and  privileges  of 
that  House,  by  reflecting  on  tbe  [Htxreedings  of 
that  Housct  and  of  the  legislature ;  in  consequence 
of  which  resolution,  it  was  ordered  that  he  should, 
for  hia  said  offence,  be  committed  prisoner  to  his 
mi^esty's  goal  of  Newgate,  and  that  Mr.  Speaker 
should  issue  his  warrant  accordingly;  whereupi 
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upon  it  was  ordered,  that  the  said  Mr^  Murray 
should  attend  the  Housje  on  Wednesday  morning 
then  next. 

Feb.  4th.  Order  for  bearing  the  merits  of  the. 
Westminster  election,  which  stood  for  next  day« 
was  put  off  to  the  Thursday  following,  so  tbat  the 
House,  it  seems,  was  resolved  to  vindicate,  their 
own  privileges,  before  proceeding  to  hear  that 
election ;  and  on  the  Wednesday  following,  the 
House  ri^sumed  the  consideration  of  Mr^  Murray's, 
affair,  and  the  high  bailiff  and  counsel  for  Mr. 
Murray  were  called  in  (the  former  thinking  he  had 
no  occasion  for  any  counsel)  and  several  witnesses . 
being  examined  on  both  sides,  and  parties  and* 
counsel  withdrawn,  it  was  moved  to  resolve.  That' 
it  appeared  to  that  House,  that  the  Hon.  Alex. 
Murray,  esq.,  on  May  15  last,  being  the  day  of 
the  return  of  a  member  to  serve  in  Parliament  for 
the  city  of  Westminster,  attended  by  a  mob»  did, 
before  th^  return  was  made,  come  to  the  house  of 
Mr.  Baldwin,  the  deputy  high  bailiff  of  the  said 
city,  and  then  and  there  declared,  in  a  menacing 
and  insultiug  manner,  that.be  and  a  thousand 
more  had  sworn,  that  the  liigh  bailiff  should  make 
his  return  in  the  middle  of  Covent-garden,  and^not 
in  the  portico  ;  that  he  was  a  fool  he  had  not  or- 
dered the  iron  rails  to  be  cut  down,  the  night  be- 
fore ;  for  that  he  bad  advised  with  counsel,  that  if 
he  had  done  it  and  had  not  taken  the  rails  away,  it 
would  have  been  only  a  trespass ;  and  that  for 
l(X)or  1501.  they  might  have  been  made  good 
again  ;  and  tbat  had  it  not  been  to  humour  some 
faint  hearted  fellows,  it  would  have  been  done,  or 
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words  to  that  effect ;  aod  that  the  said  Alesaad^r 
Murray*  innnediately  after  the  return  was  made, 
appeared  in  Coreat-garden  cburch-yard,  while  the 
returning  officer  was  id  the  vestry,  near  the  place 
where  the  return  was  made,  at  the  head  of  a  mob, 
who  appeared  to  be  on  the  part  of  Sir  Geo.  Van- 
deput,  and  did  then  utter  words  exciting  and  in- 
6aming  the  said  multitude  to  assault  and  murder 
the  returning  officer;  and  that  afterwards,  as  the 
returning  officer  was  going  away,  the  said  Alex. 
Murray  persevering  io  his  wicked  purposes,  did, 
at  the  head  of  the  said  mob,  again  incite  them  to 
acts  of  violence,  sgyjng,  with  imprecations,  '*  Will 
"nobody  knock  the  Dog  down?  wilt  nobody 
"  kill  the  Dog!"  or  words  to  that  effect. 

After  a  long  debate,  this  motion  was  upon  a  di- 
vision agreed  to  by  16'i  to  69.  Then  a  motion 
waa  made,  that  the  said  Alex  Murray  should,  for 
liis  said  dnogcrous  and  seditious  practices,  in  vio- 
lation and  contempt  of  the  authority  and  privi- 
leges of  that  House,  and  of  the  freedom  of  elec- 
tions, be  committed  close  prisonerto  his  majesty's 
ijoal  of  Newgate ;  whereupon  the  journa)  of  the 
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during  the  seseion  without  petitioning,  and  ac- 
knowledfring  an  offence  which  he  did  not  think 
himself  guilty  of,  and  which  he  was  resolved  he 
never  could  do,  he  therefore  refused  to  be  npoil 
his  knees,  especially  as  he  thought  that  his  fallingf 
voluntarily  upon  his  knees,  would  b6  an  acknow- 
ledgment of  his  being  guilty. 

Upon  this  his  refusal  he  was  taken  ffom  the  bar, 
and  it  was  resolved,  That  his  having  in  a  most  in- 
solent and  audacious  manner,  at  the  bar  of  that 
House,  absolutely  refused  to  be  upon  his  knees^ 
al»  required  by  their  former  resolution,  was  a  high 
and  most  dangerous  contempt  of  the  authority  and 
privilege  of  that  House ;  in  consequence  of  which 
•it  was  ordered,  that  he  should  be  committed  close 
prisoner  to  Newgate,  in  order  to  his  forthcoming, 
to  abide  such  orders  as  should  be  made  by  that 
House,  in  relation  to  bis  said  contempt  ;  and  that 
while  there,  he  should  not  be  allowed  the  use  of 
peU)  ink,  or  paper,  nOr  any  person  admitted  to 
have  access  to  him,  without  leave  of  the  House. 
A  committee  was  then  appointed  to  Consider  what 
methods  might  be  proper  to  be  taken  by  the 
House,  in  relation  to  the  said  contempt ;  wha 
were  to  withdraw  immediately  into  the  speaker's 
chamber,  and  empoweredi  to  stnd  for  persons, 
papers  and  records,  and  to  sit,  notwithstanding  any 
adjournment  of  the  House. 

It  being  now  half  an  hour  past  one  o'clock  on 
Thursday  morning,  the  House  adjourned  till  Fri- 
day morning,  by  which  the  order  for  hearing  the 
Westminster  election  was  dropped ;  and  Mr.  Mur-* 
ray  vizs^  in  an  hour  or  two  after,  carried  to  Newgate. 

p2 
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Feb.  8.  UpoQ  a  motion  it  was  ordered,  that 
Lord  Elibank  shoald  hare  leave  to  resort  to  his 
brother,  the  Hod.  Alex.  Murray,  esq.,  then  a  pri- 
soner in  Newgate,  committed  by  an  order  of  that 
House,  and  at  the  same  time  a  person  from  the 
keeper  of  Newgate  having  informed  the  House, 
that  Mr.  Murray  was  ill,  and  desired  that  Dr.  La- 
mood  a  physician,  and  Mr.  Cooke  au  apothecary 
might  have  leave  to  resort  to  him,  it  was  ordered 
accordingly.  After  which,  upon  motion,  the 
order  for  hearing  the  Westminster  election  was  re- 
vived, and  it  was  ordered  to  be  heard  on  the  ISth ; 
but  on  that  day  the  petitioners,  upon  tnotion,  had 
leave  to.  withdraw  their  petitions ;  and  the  order 
for  hearing  the  election  was  discharged,  which  put 
an  end  to  this  remarkable  contest. 

Feb.  13.  Upon  motion  itwas  ordered,  that  the 
Hod.  Mrs.  Helen  Murray  should  have  leave  to  re- 
sort to  her  brother  Mr.  Murray,  then  a  prisoner  in 
Newgate ;  and  that  a  nurse  and  another  servant 
should  be  permitted  to  be  with  him  ;  and  next  day 
Mr.  John  Gibson  got  bis  petition  presented  to  the 
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to  be  discharged  out  of  custody,    paying    his 

Feb.  18.  Sir  William  Yonge  reported  from  the 
said  committee,  appointed  to  consider  and  report 
to  the  House  what  methods  might  be  proper  to 
be  taken  by  the  House  in  relation  to  the  said  Mr. 
Murray,  and  the  said,  report  being  read,  it  appear- 
ed from  thence,  that  no  person  had  ever  refused  to 
be  upon  his  knees  when  directed  by  that  House, 
except  during  the  usurpation  which  b^n  in  the 
reign  of  King  Charles  the  First,  and  that  even 
then  close  imprisonment  was  the  only  punishment 
inflicted.  Therefore  the  House  did  not  thereupon 
come  to  any  new  resolution,  but  only  ordered* 
that  the  said  Dr.  Lamond,  and  Mr.  Cooke  the 
apothecary,  should  attend  the  House  on  that  day 
se'nnight.  In  the  mean  time,  on  Friday  the  9Sd 
the  House  being  informed,  that  Mr.  Murray  was 
still  so  very  bad  in  Newgate,  that  it  was  necessary 
for  his  being  blooded,  and  that  one  Mr.  Goulding 
hod  many  years  been  his  apothecary  and  surgeon, 
and  consequently  best  acquainted  with  his  consti- 
tution, therefore  it  was  moved  and  ordered  that 
the  said  Mr.  Golding  should  be  admitted  to  resott 
to  him  ;  and  on  the  95th  Dr.  Lamond,  and  Mr. 
Cooke  the  apothecary  attending,  according  to 
order,  the  former  was  called  in,  and  after  a  very 
strict  examination,  as  to  the  present  state  of  Mr. 
Murray's  health,  though  the  doctor  aflSrmed  that 
it  was  still  very  bad,  it  was  resolved  that  no  person 
allowed  by  that  House  to  resort  to  Mr.  Murray, 
should  have,  without  fresh  leave  of  the  House, 
any  further  access  to  him)  except  Dr.  Lamond, 
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and  Mr.  Cooke,  and  except  the  nurse  who  bad 
been  allowed  to  be  with  him  ;  so  that  from  hence- 
forth tie  wag  deprired  of  the  company  of  his 
brother  and  sUter,  aod  the  attendance  of  his  owd 
apothecary  and  servant. 

From  t^is  time,  until  April  3,  nothing  passed 
in  relation  to  Mr.  Murray;  but  on  that  day  the 
House  being  informed,  that  the  said  Or.  Lamond 
jwas  attending  «t  the  door  and  was  desirous  of 
givipg  the  Mouse  some  infortpation  relating  ta 
Jttim,  he  was  called  in,  and  acquainted  the  House, 
that  he  bad  that  day  attended  Mr.  Murray,  that  he 
apprehended  him  to  have  the  goal  distemper  com- 
ing Mpon  him,  and  that  he  left  him  so  extremely 
jll,  that  if  he  was  not  immediately  removed  from 
the  place  of  his  then  present  confinement,  there 
would  be  no  poasibility  of  saving  him.  Upon  this 
it  was  ordered,  that  the  said  Mr.  Murray  should 
Tae  discharged  from  his  coufioement  in  Newgate, 
and  delivered  over  into  tl^ecustody  of  the  sergeant 
aJt  arms,  in  order  tp  give  satisfaction  fo  that  House 
from  time  to  tioie  in  relation  to  the  state  of  bis 
health;  apd  that  Mr.  Speaker  should  issqe  fais 
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pen,  ink,  or  paper,  otherwise  than  as  Mr.  Speaker 
should,  from  time  to  time,  think  fit  by  his  warrant 
to  authorise ;  and  that  Mr.  Speaker  should  be  em« 
powered  to  issue  his  warrants  accordingly. 

Next  day  Mr.  Speaker  informed  the  House, 
that  the  deputy  of  the  sergeant  at  arms  bad  some« 
thing  to  communicate  to  the  House,  relating  to 
the  execution  of  the  orders  made  the  day  before, 
for  removing  Mr.  Murray  from  Newgate,  into  the 
custody  of  the  sergeant  at  arms ;  and  the  deputy 
being  called  in,  he  acquainted  the  House,  that  he 
did  the  evening  before  communicate  to  the  keeper 
of  Newgate,  Mr.  Speaker's  warrant  for  removing 
the  said  Mr.  Murray;  whereupon  being  admitted 
he  did  acquaint  Mr.  Murray  with  the  orders  of  the 
House  for  his  removal,  but  that  his  physician  Dr. 
Lamond,  being  present,  and  giving  it  as  his  opi« 
nion,  that  it  might  be  very  improper  to  remove  Mr. 
Murray  that  night,  and  that  it  might  be  more  ad- 
visable to  defer  such  removal  till  next  morning,  he 
the  said  deputy  acquiesced  therein,  and  accordingly 
did  that  morning,  together  with  Dr.  Lamond,  again 
attend  Mr.  Murray,  and  told  him  that  he  was 
ready  to  execute  the  said  warrant,  but  that  Mr. 
Murray  then  said,  that  he  thought  such  removal 
would  be  of  little  or  no  service  to  him,  and  that  as 
the  application  to  the  House  was  without  his 
knowledge,  he  chose,  if  it  could  be  permitted,  to 
remain  where  he  was ;  and  that  be  also  requested 
him,  the  said  deputy,  to  inform  the  House,  that 
he  was  extremely  thankful  for  the  &vour  intended 
him;  and  that  the  said  Dr.  Lamond  likewise 
thought  that  as  his  fever  bad  left  him  sooner  than 
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he  apprehended,  it  was  the  best  way  not  to  remove 
him,  as  nothing  but  air  and  exercise  could  be  of 
real  service  to  him. 

And  the  said  deputy  being  farther  examined, 
acquainted  the  House,  that  be  found,  from  bis 
conversation  with  Mr.  Murray,  that  he  had  been 
informed  of  the  steps  which  had  been  taken  for 
the  said  appticatioe  to  the  House,  aod  that  he  ex- 
pressed great  uneasioess  thereupon,  and  used  some 
words  of  resentment  towards  one  of  bis  reUttoos, 
on  account  of  such  application  being  made,  say- 
ing, that  it  was  a  mean  thing  in  him  to  apply  to 
the  House  without  his  the  said  Mr.  Murray's 
consent. 

The  minutes  of  the  information  given  by  Dr. 
Lamond  the  preceding  day,  and  his  examination 
consequent  thereupon,  were  then  read;  and  as 
Dr.  Lamond  was  attending  at  the  door,  he  was 
called  in,  and  being  examined,  he  gave  the  House 
an  account  in  what  condition  he  found  Mr. 
Murray  the  night  before,  with  his  reasons  for 
thinking  it  improper  to  have  him  removed  at  that 
time;  and  also  acquainted  the  House,  that  Mr. 
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restoring  him  to  health,  he  would  not  deign  to  ask 
the  favour  of  bein^  admitted  to  bail,  or  so  much 
as  that  of  being  leleHsed  from  Newgate.  How- 
ever as  the  forcing  him  from  Newgate  into  the 
custody  of  the  sergeant  at  arms  might  have  been 
attended  with  scandalous  suggestions,  in  case  he 
had  died  while  in  that  custody,  the  House  very 
wisely  revoked  their  orders  for  his  removal,  and 
ordered,  that  he  should  remain  in  the  same  cus- 
tody  he  was  in,  under  the  same  orders  that  were 
subsisting  when  the  revoked  orders  were  made ; 
and  thus  he  remained  till  the  end  of  the  session, 
when  he  was  of  course  discharged,  as  the  proroga- 
tion put  an  end  to  that  authority  by  which  he 
stood  committed. 

A  petition  was  presented  to  the  House  of  Com- 
mons in  the  year  1774,  by  Lord  Mahon,  now  Earl 
Stanhope,  and  Lord  Mountnorres  against  the  re- 
turn of  Earl  Percy,  now  Duke  of  Northumberland, 
and  the  Earl  of  Lincoln,  in  which  it  was  stated, 
that  divers  peers  and  lords  of  Parliament  publicly 
canvassed,  and  otherwise  unduly  interfered  in  the 
election,  contrary  to  several  express  resolutions  of 
the  House,  and  that  they  allowed  to  the  electors, 
and  several  persons  who  had,  or  claimed  a  right  to. 
vote,  money,  meat,  drink,  entertainment,  or  provi- 
sion, and  that  by  those,  and  other  undue  means,  a 
majority  was  procured. 

A  letter  was  proved  to  have  been  sent  from  the 
Earl  of  Exeter's  steward  in  the  country,  to  his 
lordship's /iorfer  in  town,  directing  him  to  ask  cer- 
tain votes  for  the  sitting  members. 

It  was  also  proved,  that  the  Duke  of  Northum? 
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berlaad  had  called  od  several  of  tbe  lower  class  of 
voters. 

Tbe  committee  determined  that  the  sitting 
members  were  duly  elected. 

May  26,  1784.  The  petition  of  the  Right  Hon. 
Charles  James  Fox  complained  of  a  return  made 
by  the  high  bailiff  of  Westminster,  in  which  be 
stated,  that  there  were  three  candidates  at  the 
election  ;  that  he  took  tbe  poll  for  six  hours  daily, 
from  the  first  of  April  to  tbe  seventeenth  of  May  ; 
that  at  the  final  close  of  the  poll  the  numbers 
stood  thus — 

For  Lord  Hood 6694 

Right  Hon.  C.  J.  Foje    6S33 

Sir  Cecil  Wray 5999 

That  Sir  Cecil  Wny  demanded  a  scrutiny,  which 
was  granted,  aad  that  the  high  bailiff  was  proceed- 
ing in  tbe  same  with  all  possible  dispatch,  and  that 
he  humbly  conceived  that  he  could  not  make  any 
other  and  further  return.  This  petition  prayed 
tbe  House  to  order  tbe  high  bailiff  to  execute  an 
indenture,  returning  the  petitioner.  Tbe  House 
determined  that  the  said    petition    did   not   come. 
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electing  two  citizens  to  serve  in  Parliament  for 
the  said  city,  bad  taken  and  finally  closed  the  poll 
on  the  seventeenth  day  of  May  last,  being  the  day 
next  before  the  day  of  the  return  of  the  said  writ, 
he  be  now  directed  forthwith  to  make  return  of 
his  precept  of  members  chosen  in  pursuance 
thereof/'  On  the  fourth  of  March  the  high  bailiff 
made  a  return  of  Lord  Hood  and  Mr.  Fox,  accord- 
ing to  the  numbers  standing  on  the  poll,  as  re- 
duced by  the  scrutiny  on  the  third  of  March, 
I785y  which  return  was  ordered  by  the  House  to 
be  annexed  to  the  writ. 

In  17S9,  Samuel  Lord  Hood  petitioned  against 
the  election  of  Lord  John  Townshend.  The 
committee  sat  for  several  months;  rejected  the 
claim  of  voting  of  such  inhabitants  of  Westminster 
as  residt'd  in  the  bounds  of  the  duchy  of  Lan« 
caster,  and  came  to  several  other  resolutions  con- 
cerning the  voters  of  the  said  city  ;  but  the  pre- 
sent session  of  Parliament  being  by  them  deemed 
too  short  to  determine  upon  all  the  objected  votes 
in  the  different  parishes,  the  committee  recom- 
mended  it  to  Lord  Hood  to  withdraw  his  petition. 
This  his  lordship  at  first  declined,  but  after- 
wards acquiescing,  the  chairman  reported  to  the 
House,  July  6,  17S9,  that  the  sitting  member  was 
duly  elected,  and  that  Lord  Hood's  petition  was 
not  frivolous  or  vexatious. 

In  determining  the  above  question,  the  com- 
mittee resolved,  that  the  inhabitants  of  the  liberty 
of  St.  Martin's-le-Grand,  which  is  in  the  centre  of 
the  city  of  London,  had  a  right  to  vote,  and  that 
the  inhabitants  of  the  liberty  of  the  Savoy,  alias 
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St.  John  the  Baptist,  which  is  in  the  centre  of 
thecity  of  Westminster,  Aotj  not  aright  to  vote  in 
the  election  of  members  to  serre  in  Parliament  for 
the  said  city. 

By  this  resolution,  near  three  hundred  electors 
were  disiTancbised.  An  appeal  against  this  deci- 
sion was,  hon'ever,  made  by  certain  electors  within 
the  year,  as  the  act  of  the  28th  of  Geo.  III.  chap. 
j9,  directs,  and  on  the  1 1th  of  May,  1739,  a  final 
determination  was  made,  that  this  district  had  a 
right  to  vote. 

In  1790,  John  Home  Tooke,  esq.,  petitioned. 
Feb.  4,  1791-  The  chairman  reported  to  the 
House,  that  the  sitting  members,  (the  Right  Hon. 
Charles  James  Fox,  and  Samuel  Lord  Hood) 
were  duly  elected,  and  that  the  petition  of  John 
Home  Tooke,  esq.,  watfrivolotu  and  vexatious. 

In  1806,  James  Paul,  esq.,  petitioned  against 
the  election  of  Richard  Brinsley  Sheridan,  esq., 
but  the  Parliament  was  dissolved  before  the  peti- 
tion could  he  brought  to  trial.' 

COHRUPTION  AND  IBEA8URT  IKTEKFERBMCK. 
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jority  of  nearly  three  to  one :  the  numbers  for  the 
question  being  84,  against  it  931. 

A  meeting  of  the  electors  of  Westminster  was 
convened,  in  consequence  of  the  above  decision, 
when  the  following  resolutions  were  adopted : 

March  90y  1799. 

WESTMINSTER  MEETING. 

At  a  numerous  and  respectable  meeting  of  the 
independent  electors  of  the  city  and  liberty  of 
Westminster,  held  at  the  Crown  and  Anchor 
Tavern,  this  day, 

Harry  House,  esq.  in  the  Chair, 

The  following  resolutions  were  unanimously 
agreed  to : 

I.  That  it  appears  to  this  meeting  that  a  mo- 
tion was  made  on  Tuesday  the  13th  of  March, 
1799,  in  the  House  of  Commons,  for  ''  An  en- 
^'  quiry  into  all  abuses  committed  by  persons  in 
**  office  at  the  election  of  a  member  to  serve  in 
**  Parliament  for  the  city  of  Westminster,  in  the 
*<  month  of  July,  1788,  as  far  as  the  same  related 
**  to  penalties  incurred  under  the  excise  law  and 
**  lottery  act ;"  which  motion  was  rejected. 

II.  That  it  appears  to  this  meeting,  that  George 
Smith,  a  publican  in  Westminster,  was  in  the  year 
1783  convicted,  on  the  prosecution  of  the  attor- 
ney-general, in  the  sum  of  fifty  pounds,  for  brew- 
ing beer  for  sale  without  a  licence,  and  that  the 
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prosecution  was  officially  conducted  by  Jolm  Vi- 
vian, esq.,  solicitor  to  the  board  or  excise. 

III.  That  in  the  month  of  October,  17S3,  the 
said  Geor^  Smith  was  employed  by  George  Rose, 
esq.,  secretary  to  the  treasury,  as  an  emissary  aud 
agent  in  favour  of  Lord  Hood,  one  of  the  lords  of 
the  admiralty,  at  that  time  prosecuting  a  petition 
in  Parliament  against  Lord  John  Townsbend,  the 
successful  candidate  at  the  election  for  West- 
minster in  1788 ;  and  that  the  said  petition  was 
tried  before  a  committee  of  the  House  of  Com- 
mons, in  the  months  of  April,  May,  and  June, 
1789. 

IV.  That  in  the  month  of  January,  17S9,  Geo. 
Smith  applied  to  the  said  George  Rose,  esq.,  stat- 
ing the  particular  circumstances  of  his  case  in  a 
petition,  and  praying  to  have  the  penalty  he  had 
incurred,  remitted  ;  That  the  said  George  Rose, 
esq.,  did  forward  the  said  petition  to  the  chairman 
of  the  board  of  excise,  and  did  afterwards  send  a 
letter  to  the  secretary,  desiring  as  a  favour,  that 
all    proceedings    on    Smith's   penalty   might    be 

tped.    till   thf  clinirmaii.  who  was  at  tli;i 
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between  the  solicitor  to  the  board  of  excise,  and 
the  convicted  defendant,  acted  in  a  manner  highly 
suspicious. 

VII.  That  from  the  nature  of  the  transaction, 
it  is  difficult  to  know  what  passed  at  such  a  clan- 
destine meeting,  but  it  appears  by  a  receipt  from 
the  excise  office,  signed  **  John  Vivian,"  that  no 
part  of  the  penalty  incurred  by  the  said  George 
Smith  was  levied  before  the  14th  of  May,  1790, 
being  a  respite  of  abov^  thirteen  months,  from  the 
time  of  the  private  interview  at  Mr.  Rose's  house. 

VIII.  That  during  the  first  part  of  these  thir- 
teen months,  the  said  George  Smith  was  extremely 
useful  to  the  treasury  in  forwarding  the  interests 
of  Lord  Hood,  the  unsuccessful  candidate,  and 
during  the  latter  part  of  the  period  extremely 
troublesome  to  the  treasury,  in  demanding  to  be 
paid  for  his  services. — That  the  excise  penalty  ap- 
pears to  have  slept,  while  he  was  an  election 
agent,  and  only  became  active,  when  he  shewed 
himself  in  the  shape  of  an  unsatisfied  creditor. 

IX.  That  the  said  George  Smith,  being  unable 
to  procure  from  the  secretary  of  the  treasury  pay- 
ianent  of  his  bill  for  his  said  election  services,  as 
his  agent,  brought  an  action  against  him  to  recover 
the  amount. 

X.  That  this  action  was  tried  in  the  month  of 
July,  1791,  before  the  lord  chief  justice  of  the 
court  of  King's  Bench,  by  a  Special  jury,  who,  by 
giving-  a  verdict  for  the  whole  demand  of  the 
plaintiff,  did  thereby  declare  themselves  satisfied 
that  Smith  had  performed  election  services  against 
Lord  John  Townshend,  at  the  request  of  thesecre- 
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tary  of  the  treasury.  That  the  said  action  was  de- 
fended by  the  solicitors  to  the  treasury. 

XI.  That  io  the  course  of  the  trial  of  this  ac- 
tion* the  following  material  evidenc*  was  given 
upon  oath  by  the  solicitor  for  Lord  Hood,  viz : — ' 
"  That  Mr.  Rose  bad,  white  the  petition  against 
"  Lord  John  Townabend  was  depending,  assured 
"  hitn  he  might  trust  Smith,  because  there  was  a 
"  prosecution  going  on  against  btm  in  the  excise ; 
*■  and  BB  a  mark  of  the  trust  and  confidence  they 
**  hadio  him*  they  bad  interfered  and  stepped  in 
"to  serve  him." 

XIL  That  this  evid^ice  was  uncontroverted 
upon  the  trial,  and  baa  since  been  circulated  in  a 
printed  statement  for  above  eight  months  without 
refutation. 

XIIL  That  the  above  mentioned  proceedings  do 
appear  to  this  meeting  to  wairaot  an  opinion,  that 
Mr.  Rose,  by  using  that  influence  with  the  board 
of  excise  and  its  solicitor,  which  his  situation  as  se- 
cretary to  the  treasury  afforded  him,  has  endea- 
voured, as  &r  as  in  bim  lay,  to  apply  the  penalties 
provided  by  act  of  parliament  for  the  punishment 
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be  made  use  of  for  the  purpose  of  corrupting  Of 
intimidating  the  minds  of  the  electors  of  this  king* 
dom.. 

XV.  That  Jobft  Hoskins  having  been  arrested 
on  the  affidavit  of  the  solicitor  of  the  lottery,  affd 
then  being  a^ prisoner  in  the  King's  Bench  prison, 
for  penalties  to  the  amount  of  700/.  incurred  under 
the  lottery  act,  did  oiTer  to  the  said  solicitor,  who 
at  the  time  did  also  act  as  agent  to  Lord  Hood,  to. 
procure  sixty  votes  for  the  said  Lord  Hood,  in 
consideration  of  his  release  from  prison. 

XVL  That  the  solicitor  of  the  lottery  declined 
complying  with  the  said  proposition  until  he  had 
consulted  higher  authority,  and  that,  after  a  short 
interval  of  time,  the  proposal  was  accepted  ;  and 
on  Hoskins  having  procured  sixty  persons  to  vote 
for  Lord  Hood,  be  was  actually  discharged  from 
prison,  on  bail  notoriously  insufficient. 

XVn.  That  the  expense  attending  the  putting 
in  and  justifying  such  bail,  so  notoriously  insuffi- 
cient, was  in  part  defrayed  by  Lord  Hood,  a  can- 
didate at  the  said  election,  and  one  of  the  lords  of 
the  admiralty. 

XVHL  That  there  is  reason  to  believe,  that 
this  transaction  would  have  been  traced  to  persons 
of  higher  authority,  and  that  other  instances  of 
equal  enormity  on  the  part  of  the  servants  of  the 
crown  in  the  said  election,  would  have  been 
proved,  had  an  enquiry  been  granted. 

XIX.  That  the  electors  of  Westminster,  taking 
ing  into  their  consideration  the  above  circum- 
stances, anxious  to  maintain  the  freedom  of  elec- 
tion thus  daringly  invaded,  to  prevent  a  misap- 

PART  II.   VOL.   U.  Q 
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plication  of  the  public  money,  and  to  preserve 
ftom  abuse  powers  which*  even  in  the  purest  ex- 
ercise of  them,  must  be  considered  as  dangerous, 
but  which,  if  misapplied,  would  become  abso- 
luMy  destructive  to  the  liberties  of  the  people, 
do  consider  a  parliamentary  enquiry  as  necessary 
to  secure  the  constituent  body  of  this  kingdom  in 
the  free  enjoyment  of  their  constitutional  privi- 
ties, and  to  preserve  the  independence  of  the 
House  of  Commons. 

XX.  Resolved:  That  a  petition  be  presented 
to  the  House  of  Commons,  praying  them  to  take 
the  above  matter  into  their  most  serious  considera- 
tion, and  to  institute  a  sincere  and  solemn  inquiry, 
as  to  the  best  means  of  correcting  the  abuses  that 
have  been  complained  of. 

XXI.  That  a  committee  be  appointed  to  draw 
up  a  petition  according  to  the  tenor  of  the  above 
resolutions ;  and  that  copies  of  the  snmc  be  left 
for  signature  at  the  Crown  and  Anchor,  the  Shak- 
speare,  St.  Alban's,  and  King's  Arms  Taverns, 
and  such  other  places  as  the  committee  may  ap- 
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constant  observer  of  the  conduct  of  the  present 
ministers  of  t;he  crown,  almost  from  their  outset ; 
and  he  could  take  upon  himself  to  say,  that  not 
one  session  had  passed  without  one  or  more  acts 
having  passed,  openly  or  insidiously  attacking  the 
rights  of  the  people  of  this  country — and  be  was 
sorry  to  be  obliged  to  say,  that  what  had  been 
impudently  and  violently  attempted  by  the  mi- 
nistcr^  had  been  stupidly  and  blindly  acquiesced 
in  by  the  country.     He  was  no  flatterer.     He 
took  upon  him  to  speak  from  personal  observa- 
tion, and  he  repeated — the  ministers  had,  from  year 
to  year,  gone  forward  in  their  attacks  on  the  li- 
berties of  the  people  with  daring  impudence — the 
people  had  submitted  to  these  progressivie  abridg- 
ments  with   blind  stupidity.      Acts    have  been 
tacitly  submitted  to^  which,  thirty  years  ago,  would 
have  exposed  any  minister  to  contemptuous  ridi- 
cule, even  for  suggesting. — He  would  have  been 
laughed  at  as  a  fool,  for  thinking  it  possible  that 
such  things  could  be  borne.     Revenue  was  made 
the  pretext  for  all  these  harsh,  grinding  oppres- 
sions ;    and  these  horrible  summary  laws  were 
defended  by  saying,  that  our  necessities  demanded    ' 
their  utmost  and  most  rigorous  stretch — an  argu- 
ment that  would  gain  strength  as  it  went  on,  and 
as  the  miserable  system  of  cabinets  involved  us  as 
heretofore  in  wars  and  armaments,  and  expenses. 
In  every  way  they  were  grievous.— First,  as  checks 
on  the  industry — the  skill — the  improvements  in 
our  manufactures — as  burthens  from  their  own 
enormous  amount — as  vexatious  from  the  uncon- 
trolable  power  which  they  gave  to  the  officers 
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wlio  collect,  and  to  the  boards  who  summarily 
convict.  But,  aa  if  all  these  were  not  sufficieot — 
as  if  it  were  not  eDough,  by  the  endless  augmenta- 
tiou  of  these  severe  laws  and  penalties,  to  have 
brought  every  description  of  men  in  the  kingdom, 
one  way  or  other,  under  their  rigour,  so  that  even 
(what  on  the  comparison  was  a  very  small,  though 
it  was  an  irksome  thing)  no  man  could  remove 
a  single  dozen  of  wine  from  his  house  in  town  to 
his  house  in  the  country  without  licences.  Not 
content  with  all  this,  and  with  depriving  the  sub- 
ject of  his  trial  by  jury,  it  was  now  proved,  that 
government  had  other  purposes  to  which  these 
oppressive  laws  were  applied,  than  what  they 
dared  to  anrow.  They  were  not  merely  for  reve- 
nue—  they  were  made  the  instruments  of  the 
worst  corruption,  and  of  the  basest  debauchery, — 
they  were  made  to  intimidate  some — to  favour 
others — and  to  assist  a  plan  for  corrupting  the 
whole  mass  of  the  constituent  and  representative 
bodies.  When  they  came  to  look  at  these  things 
— 'When  they  saw  that  such  things  were  practised, 
not  Ofilv  with   iiiipiiiiity,  hut    witli   Iioast — wbon 
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had  bound  to  his  service  by  personal  gratifications. 
Argument,  reason,  truth — all  were  vain  against 
this  overbearing  majority ;  and  therefore,  if  the 
people  did  not  rouse  from  the  fatal  lethargy  that 
seemed  to  possess  them,  he  saw  no  end  to  the 
encroachments  that  were  daily  making  on  our 
dearest  rights. — ^The  few  men  in  the  House  of 
Commons,  who  had  no  personal  interests  to  stand 
in  the  way  of  their  public  duty,  would  be  tired 
out,  or  would  be  melted  away  by  the  course  of 
time;  and  it  was  not  to  be  imagined  that  men 
would  enter  into  a  conflict  in  which  the  people 
themselves  took  no  part,  and  about  which  they 
were  so  careless.     He  thought,  however,  that  this 
torpor  was  to  be    accounted   for,   only  by  the 
people's  not  being  generally  acquainted  with  the 
corruptions  that  had  been  practised.     He  thought 
so,  because  he  would  fairly  say,  that  if,  in  his 
mind,  the  country  at  large  knew  the  late  practices 
as  well  as  the  people  of  Westminster,  where  they 
bad  been  chiefly  transacted,  he  should  despair  of 
remedy,    and    should    indeed    think    them   not 
worth  preserving. — A  people  that  could  tamely 
see  such  use  made  of  these  abominable  laws,  must 
be  lost  to  every  feeling  of  freemen  :  but  he  thought 
it  likely  that  they  were  ignorant,  and  therefore  he 
was  of  opinion  that  the  electors  of  Westminster 
should  call  on  their  fellow  electors,  in  every  corner 
of  the  kingdom,  should  explain  to  them  the  cir- 
cumstances of  the  late  application  to  the  House  of 
Commons — and  the  manner  in  which  the  majority 
of  the  minister  had  stepped  in   to  prevent  all 
inquiry  from  being  made.     They  should  state 
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these  particulars  of  what  Tor  the  momeDt  was  their 
caae,  but  what  to-morrow  might  be  their  own. 
—And  as  a  moat  direct  attack  waa  made  through 
their  sides  on  the  privilege  of  election,  they  should 
determiae  on  some  broad,  legal,  constitutional, 
remedy  for  the  evil— 4  reform  in  the  representatko 
was  the  only  effectual  one  ;  and  to  accomplish  thia 
object  they  should  form  aisociations  throughout 
the  whole  kingdom — they  should  enlighten  one 
another  by  means  of  these  associatioas,  and  by 
united  petitions — by  instructions  to  their  repre* 
sentatrves,  force  them  to  redress  these  evils — he 
said  force  them*  because,  against  the  just  repre- 
sentations of  an  united  country,  do  man  would 
dare  to  stand  out.  He  recommended  this  course, 
for  tbere  was  no  other — He  was  sure  that  a  reform 
of  the  representation  would  never  come  from 
within.  The  only  one  instance  in  which,  on  a 
public  question,  he  had  voted  against  the  great 
and  shining  man  whom  the  electors  of  Westmin* 
ster  had,  so  much  to  their  honour,  elected  so  often 
as  their  representative,  was  on  this  very  question 
of  a  reform.    He  was  proud,  and  ri-iidy.  to  acknow- 
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pledged  himself  that  he  should  support  whateyer 
motion  for  a  reform  might  be  made  by  Mr.  Fox 
in  future,  convinced,  as  he  was,  that  none  eould 
be  $0  bad  as  the  present  system. 

A  picture  of  the  present  state  of  corruption  in 
this  country,  so  ably  drawn,  by  a  gentleman  so  de* 
servedly  respectable,  and  whose  situation  enables 
him  to  be  in  the  fullest  possession  of  the  facts  to 
which  he  speaks,  supersedes  the  necessity  of  ani- 
madversion from  us»  who  have  neither  the  ability 
nor  opportunity  that  comes  within  his  compass,  of 
making  such  accurate  and  discriminating  observa- 
tions. 

CORPORATION. 

None. 

RIGHT  OF  SLBCTIOK. 

May  11,  1789.  The  right  of  election  for  the 
city  and  liberty  of  Westminster  is  in  the  inhabi- 
tant Householders,  paying  scot  and  lot,  within  the 
united  parishes  of  St.  Margaret  and  St.  John  ;  and 
the  several  parishes  of  St.  Paul,  Covent  Garden  ; 
St.  Ann;  St.  James;  St.  George,  Hanover-square; 
in  the  liberty  of  St.  Martin-le-Grand,  in  the 
county  of  Middlesex  ;  and  in  so  much  of  the  pa- 
rishes of  St.  Martin  in  the  Fields,  St.  Clement 
Danes,  and  St.  Mary4e-Strand,  as  are  not  within 
any  of  the  four  wards  of  the  liberty  of  the  Duchy 
of  Lancaster. 

March  19,  1795.  The  right  of  election  for  the 
city  and  liberty  of  Westminster  is  in  the  inhabitant 
Householders,  paying  scot  and  lot,  of  the  united 
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parishes  of  St.  Margaret  and  St.  John  ;  and  of  the 
several  parisbtfl  of  St.  Paul,  Covent  Garden  ;  St. 
Add;  St.  James ;  St.  Georg^i  Hanover-square; 
St.  Martin  in  the  Fields  ;  St.  Clement  Danes ;  and 
St.  Mary-le-Strand,  (ineludmg  so  mucA  and  such 
jtarU  of  the  said  parishes  of  St.  Martin  nt  the 
Fields  and  St.  Mary-le-Strand,  as  are  within  the 
liberties,  district,  limits,  or  jurisdiction  of  the 
Duchy  of  Lancaster,)  and  of  the  liberty  or  dis- 
tricts of  St.  Martin -le-Grand,  in  the  county  of 
MiddleseXi  and  of  the  precinct  of  the  Savoy. 

Ndmber  of  voters— about  17,000. 

Beturkikg  officer — the  High-Bailiff. 

POLITICAL  CHARACTER. 
This  city  was  formerly  considered  as  a  court 
borough,  from  being  the  seat  of  royalty,  and  the 
residence  of  administration,  and  from  having  so 
many  of  the  offices  of  government  held  within  its 
-limits.  Herrepresentatives  were  generally  selected 
firom  the  sons  of  the  nobility  who  were  highest  in 
court  favor,  or  from   ministerial  admirals  whose 
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whole  kiDgdoni,  they  returned  the  late  Sir  Robert 
Bernard  to  Parliament,  who  had  distinguished 
himself  in  support  of  the  rights  of  the  freeholders 
of  Middlesex,  against  all  the  influence  and  intrigue 
of  the  administration  of  that  day. 

At  the  following  election,  in  1774,  Lord  Vis- 
count Mahon,  now  Earl  Stanhope,  and  Lord  Vis* 
count  Mountmorres,  were  candidates  on  the  inde- 
pendent interest  of  this  city,  and  Earl  Percy,  now 
Duke  of  Northumberland,  in  conjunction  with 
the  Earl  of  Lincoln,  son  of  the  Duke  of  New- 
castle, were  supported  by  the  united  interest  of 
the  aristocracy  and  administration  ;  the  two  latter 
succeeded  against  the  former  by  a  majority  of 
nearly  two  to  one. 

From  this  period,  to  the  general  election  of 
1780,  the  city  of  Westminster  was  ranked,  in  the 
public  opinion,  with  the  most  obsequious  bo- 
roughs. The  Duke  of  Newcastle  and  the  Duke 
of  Northumberland  being  considered  as  its  politi- 
cal rulers,  and  so  completely  did  their  ascendency 
appear  to  be  established,  that  upon  the  accession 
of  Earl  Percy  to  the  peerage,  on  the  death  of  his 
mother,  their  nomination  of  Lord  Maiden,  son  of 
the  Earl  of  Essex,  was  submitted  to  with  scarcely 
the  shew  of  an  opposition,  although  Sir  Watkin 
Lewes  was  proposed  by  several  independent 
electors,  who  virtuously  offered  to  defray  the  legal 
and  necessary  expenses  of  a  poll. 

At  the  general  election  in  1780,  the  city  of 
Westminster  effectually  burst  the  chains  of  aris- 
tocratical  influence.  The  inhabitants  having 
formed  an  association  for  the  purpose  of  effecting 


COUNTIES,  CITIES,  AND  BOROUGHS. 

a  parliamentary  reform,  correcting  the  expenditure 
€i  the  public  revenue,  and  puttii^  an  end  to  the 
ruinouB  American  war ;  and  that  asioctatioD 
having  appointed  a  committee,  compoaed  of  gen- 
tlemen of  the  firat  ability,  pattiotiBm,  and  integrity, 
the  emancipation  of  thii  populoui  city  was  aoon 
•fleeted  by  their  united  exertiona. 

The  minisby,  feeling  the  vigorous  arm  of  asBo< 
ciated  independence  too  powerful  for  the  feeble 
resistance  of  aristocracy,  contented  themselves 
with  attempting  to  carry  one  number,  in  the  per- 
ton  of  Lord  Lincoln,  uniting  with  him  the  popu- 
larity of  Sir  George  (afterwards  Lord)  Rodney, 
who  was  proposed  by  the  association,  in  conjunc- 
tion with  their  illustrious  chairman,  the  Right 
Honourable  Charles  James  Fox. 
.  The  event,  however,  demonstrated  that  this 
partial  effort  was  only  the  expiring  struggle  of 
undue  influence,  for,  after  a  poll  of  one-and- 
twenty  days,  Mr.  Fox  was  elected  by  a  majority 
of  six  hundred  and  twenty-six  votes,  in  coqjunc- 
tioD  with  Sir  George  Rodney,  against  whom  there 
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assertor  of  this  city's  independence,  and  his  vir- 
tuous colleague  Sir  Cecil  Wray  ;  men  whose 
integrity  was  inviolable,  whose  patriotisip  was' 
unshaken,  and  in  whom  the  genuine  principles  of 
freedom  were  congenial. 

The  aristocracy  did  not  fail  to  improve  this 
mischievous  opportunity,  but  in  alliance  with  (he 
administration  of  the  moment,  took  the  advantage 
of  popular  resentment  and  disunion,  to  introduce 
Lord  Hood  to  the  representation  at  the  ensuiiig 
general  elec^on  in  1784.  His  lordship,  however, 
vacating  his  seat  in  1783,  on  being  appointed  one 
of  the  lords  of  the  admiralty,  the  independence  of 
the  city  again  manifested  itself  in  the  rejection  of 
a  placeman,  and  in  the  choiceof  Lord  John  Town* 
shend,  by  a  majority  equal  to  that  which  was 
obtained  by  Mr.  Fox  on  his  first  election. 

This  victory  was,  however,  said  to  be  obtained 
at  the  expense  of  fifty  thousand  pounds,  a.  tax  ao 
enormous  and  severe  upon  the  fireedom  of  election, 
as  to  obliterate  even  the  name,  unless  the  virtue 
and  good  sense  of  the  nation  shall  teach  them  to 
despise  the  gross  arts  that  are  practised  upon  the 
most  disgraceful  of  the  human  passions,  to  intoxi- 
cate them  into  a  surrender  of  their  birth*right  for 
a  mess  of  pottage,  or  to  make  their  own  imbecility 
the  instrument  of  their  d^radation. 

We  trust,  however,  the  period  is  not  very  dis- 
tant, when  a  perfect  system  of  representation  shall 
be  established,  when  the  whole  nation  shall  be 
exhibited  at  the  same  hour  employed  in  exer* 
cising  the  important  right  of  electing  their  repre- 
sentatives, without  the  possibility  of  incurring 
expense.     When  each  individual  shall  deposit  his 
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suffrage  in  the  parish  where  he  resides,  iastead  oT 
travelling  at  the  expense  of  a  candidate,  from 
London  to  Bewick,  or  fh>ni  Yorkshire  to  Corn- 
wall, as  is  at  present  the  practice ;  and  when  such 
r^ulations  shall  prevent  the  worst  abuses  of  the 
best  institutions  that  can  impart  happiness  to  a 
people. 

A  diigraceful  compromifle,  to  return  a  member 
of  each  party  was  the  consequence  of  these  unli- 
mited expenses,  in  which  the  dignity  of  the  city, 
its  independence,  and  right  to  a  perfect  repre- 
sentation, vrerc  sacrificed ;  for  whatever  public 
measure  has  the  sanction  of  one  member  must  be 
opposed  by  the  other;  and  the  most  populous 
city  in  the  empire  was,  of  course,  deprived  of  \\» 
voice  in  all  the  national  concerns. 

Mr.  Home  Tooke  made  a  formidable  opposition 
to  this  unconstitutional  coalition  in  1790,  and  we 
lament,  with  every  friend  to  liberty,  it  was  not  a 
successful  oAe.  The  decided  and  determined  de- 
testation of  coalitions  to  destroy  the  freedom  of 
election,  which  was  shewn  by  the  freemen  of 
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«ven  by  the  two  great  parties  who  at  that  time 
united  all  the  wealth  and  influence  of  the  country. 
Upon  the  death  of  the   Right  Hon.  Charles 
James  Fox,  in  1S06,  Earl  Percy  was  unanimously 
elected  for  the  remainder  of  that  Parliament ;  but 
at  the  dissolution   which  followed  in  the  same 
year,  Sir  Samuel  Hood,  the  Right  Hon.  Richard 
Brinsley  Sheridan,   and  James  Paul,  esq.,  were, 
candidates.     The  contest  lasted  for  fifteen  days 
with  doubtful  success,  but  at  last  terminated  in 
favour  of  the  two  former.     Mr.  Paul  petitioned 
against  the  return,  but  the  Parliament  did  not 
exist  longer  than  six  months,  consequently  his 
petition  was  not  brought  to  an  issue. 

On  the  dissolution  of  what  is  called  the  short 
Parliament,  on  the  97th  of  May,  1807,  the  Right 
Hon.  Richard  Brinsley  Sheridan,  Mr.  Elliot,  the 
brewer,  Mr.  Paul,  and  Lord  Cochrane,  were  can- 
didates :  after  the  poll  had  commenced,  Sir  Francis 
Burdett,  who  was  at  that  time  confined  to  his  bed 
by  a  dangerous  wound  he  had  received  in  a  duel 
with  Mr.  Paul,  was  put  in  nomination  without 
his  knowledge,  as  the  state  of  his  disorder  would 
not  admit  of  any  person  except  his  medical  atten- 
dants to  see  him.     He  was  soon  at  the  head  of  the 
poll,  and  continued  so  throughout  the  election,  at 
the  close  of  which,  after  fifteen  days,  the  numbers 
stood  as  follow  : 

Sir  Francis  Burdett   5,134 

Lord  Cochrane 3,703 

Right  Hon.  R.  B.  Sheridan.  .2,615 

Mr.  Elliot 2,137 

Mr.  Paul 269 
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Upon  which  Sir  Francis  Bunlett  and  Lord 
Cochrane  were  declared  duly  elected.  The  former, 
without  expense,  and  without  soliciting  a  single 
Tote.  The  city  of  Westminster  thus  setting  the 
glorious  example  to  the  whole  country  uf  sending 
a  member  independently  to  Parliament. 

At  the  general  election  in  18  I9i  these  gentlemen 
were  again  returned  without  solicitation  or  ex- 
pense, affording,  we  lament  to  say,  the  only  in- 
stance we  have  heard  of  in  the  present  reign  of 
such  a  constitutional  principle  prevailing. 

Lord  Cochrane  was  expelled  the  House  in  1314, 
upon  the  conviction  which  took  place  on  the 
Stock  Exchange  prosecution,  but  his  constituents 
manifested  their  opinion  of  his  innocence  by  una- 
nimously re-electing  him.  He  took  the  oaths  and 
his  seat  at  his  liberation  from  the  King's  Bench 
prison,  on  the  4th  of  July,  181^  ;  and  it  is  re- 
markable, that,  on  that  day,  the  bill  for  granting 
an  additional  provision  to  the  Duke  of  Cumber- 
land, in  consequence  of  his  marriage  with  the 
Duchess  of  Salm,  in  every  stage  of  which  its  sup- 
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MONMOUTHSHIRE. 

MoNMOUTUSHiRB    IS  a   couiity  of  England, 
bounded  on  the  north-west  by  Breck  nocks  hire,  on 
the  north-east  by  Herefordshire,  on  the  east  by 
Gloucestershire,  on  the  south  by  the  Severn,  and 
on  the  west  by  Glamorganshire.     It  is  about  S4 
miles  long  and  30  broad,  containing  340,000  acres 
of  land,  having  about  100,000  acres  arable,  315,000 
acres  in  pasturage,  and  about  30,000  acres  uncul- 
tivated, including  woodlands.     It  is  divided'  into 
six  hundreds,  viz.  Abergavenny,  Caldicot,  Rag- 
land,  Skenfreth,  Usk,  and  Wentloodge,  containing 
one  borough,  Monmouth ;  six  market-towns,  viz. 
Abergavenny,  Caerleon,  Chepstow,  Newport,  Pon- 
typool,  and  Usk,  with  137  parishes,  8,948  houses, 
inhabited  by  43,583  persons,  viz.  33,173  males, 
and  33,409  females,  of  whom  3,540  were  employed 
in  trade  and  manufacture,  and  13,871  in  agricul- 
ture.    The  amount  of  money  raised   under  the 
poor's  pate  in  1803  was  35,048/.,  being  at  the  rate 
of  7^.  Hid.  in  the  pound.     The  total  amount  of 
property  returned  in  1806,  as  liable  to  the  income- 
tax,  was  374fi67L   The  average  scale  of  mortality 
for  10  years  appears  to  have  been  as  I  to  58  of  the 
existing  population.    Monmouthshire  sends  three 
members  to  Parliament,  viz.  two  for  the  county, 
and  one  for  the  borough  of  Monmoi^th  ;  it  lies  in 
the  diocese  of  Llandaff,  and  province  of  Canter- 
bury.    This  was  formerly  reckoned  one  of  the 
Welsh  counties  ;  and  from  the  names  of  its  towns 
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and  villages,  its  tnountaioous  appearance,  and  its 
situation  beyond  the  river  Wye,  which  seetns  to 
be  a  natural  boundary  between  England  and  Wales, 
it  certainly  partakes  of  the  character  of  the  latter 
country.  Its  principal  rivers  are  the  Usk,  the 
Wy«,  and  the  Mynnow.  The  principal  manu&c- 
ture  of  the  county  is  flannelB.  The  air  in  general 
is  very  temperate  and  healthy,  and  the  soil  tole- 
rably fruitful.  The  languid  used  by  the  lower 
class  is  Welsh,  but  the  English  is  daily  growing 
more  familiar.  At  the  Roman  invasion  it  ^^as 
part  of  the  territory  of  the  Silures,  and  was  then 
considered  as  a  part  of  Wales,  and  by  the  natives 
called  Gwent,  until  the  reign  of  Charles  II.,  when 
it  was  taken  into  the  Oxford  circuit,  and  deemed 
a  county  of  England. 

HEPRESENTATIVE  HISTOBY. 

This  county  has  sent  members  to  Parliament 
Irom  the  S7th  of  Henry  VIII.  to  the  present  time. 

Peiitions,  &c.  June  si,  l6i6.  Mr.  Drake 
presented  a  petition  concerning  Sir  James  Perrot. 

July  7.     A  petition  of  Sir  James  Perrot,  com- 
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Oct.  93,  I70S.  The  House  taking  notice  that 
there  are  noretumg  for  this  count j. 

Resolved:  '^That  the  sheriff  of  this  county, 
for  not  having  made  a  return  of  his  writ,  and  of  the 
members  elected  in  virtue  thereof,  is  guilty  of  a 
breach  of  the  privilege  of  this  House  ;  and  dd  ad- 
judge the  said  sheriff  to  be  taken  into  the  custody 
of  the  sergeant  at  arms/' 

Nov.  IS.  The  said  sheriff,  William  Lewis,  esq., 
petitioned  the  House,  acknowledging  the  offence, 
bulging  pardon  of  the  House,  and  praying  his  dis- 
chaige  out  of  custody* 

-*■ —  19.     He  was  brought  to  the  bar,  when  he 
acquainted  the  House,  that  he  had  executed  and 
signed  the  return  of  the  said  writ,  and  soon  after  . 
delivered  it  out  of  his  own  hands,  to.  be  carried  to 
the  clerk  of  the  crown. 

Ordered:  '^  That,  the  said  Mr.  Lewis  be  dis- 
chaiged  out  of  custody  on  payinghis  fees." 

Not.  3,  1705^  A  petition  of  John  Morgan,  sen., 
against  the  undue  return  of  Sir  Hopton  Williams, 
by  means  of  menaces  and  treats^ 

No  determination. 

March  5,  1713.  A  petition  of  Thomas  Lewis, 
esq^,  against  the  undue  return  of  Sir  Charles 
Kemeys. 

No  raport  appears. 

POLITICAL  CHARACTER. 

The  ancestors  of  Mr.  Hanbury  Leigh,  of  Ponty-* 
pool,  represented  this  county  from  1739  to  1790, 
since  which  time  the  Duke  of  Beaufort  and  the 
family  of  Sir  Charles  Morgan,  of  Tredegar,  have 
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each  nomioated  a  member.  The  Earl  of  Aber- 
gavenoy  and  Mr.  Lewes,  of  St.  Pierre,  have  con- 
siderabte  property  in  tbta  county ;  but  the  idAu- 
ence  of  theae  two  opulent  tamiliea  is  never  op- 
posed. 
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MoKUouTH,  a  borough,  market,  and  county- 
t6wn  of  Monniouthshire,  situated  at  the  conflux 
ofMunnow  and  Wye,  S5  miles  from  Gldocester, 
and  139  from  London ;  containing  63S  Iiouses  and 
3,345  inhabitaats,  viz.  1,519  males  and  1,833  fe- 
males, of  whom  609  w«#- returned  employed  in 
various  trades,  and  380  in  agriculture.  Over  each 
of  the  rivers  is  a  handsome  stone  bridge,  and  an- 
other over  the  small  river  Trothy,  which  falls  into 
the  Wye.  There  is  a  considerable  iron  manufac- 
toiy  in  the  town,  and  many  oif  the  inhabitants  de- 
rive subsistence  from  the  preparation  of  bark,  which 
is  brought  irom  the  forests  of  Wye,  and  sent  to 
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Petitioxs,  &c.    Nov.  96,  1640.     A  petition 
from  the  several  towns  of  Abergavenny,  Usk,  and 
Newpwt. . 
,  No  report  appears. 

Oct.  35,  1680.  A  petition  of  John  Arnold,  esq., 
touching  the  election  and  return  for  this  borough. 

Nov.  36.  Resolved:  ''That  the  election  of 
burgesses  to  serve  in  Parliament  for  this  borough 
does  not  belong  to  the  hurgeeees  mnd  inhubitanis 
of  this  borough  only/** 

^*  That  the  burgesses  inhabitants  of  the  boroughe 
of  Newport  and  Usk^  in  this  county,  have  a  right 
to  vote  at  the  election  of  burgesses  to  serve  in  Par- 
liament/or  this  said  borough.'* 

^^  That  Charles  Lord  Herbert  is  not  duly 
elected.*' 

*'  That  John  Arnold,  esq.,  ik  duly  elected  a  bur-» 
gess  to  serve  for  this  borough;  which  several 
resolutions,  being  twice  read,  were  agreed  to  by 
the  House. 

March  31,  171^.  A  petition  of  Andrews  Wind- 
sor, esq.,  against  the  undue  return  of  William 
Bray,  esq. 

June  14.  The  clerk  of  the  crown  attended  with 
the  return  for  this  borough,  which  appeared  to  be 
made  by  the  mayor  of  Newport,  and  several  bur- 
gesses of  Monmouth,  Newport,  and  Usk,  without 
the  precept  of  the  sheriff  of  the  county  of  Mon« 
mouth  being  annexed  thereto. 

Ordered :  **  That  the  clerk  of  the  crown  do  tak< 
the  said  return  off  the  file." 
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COEFOKATION. 

It  is  governed  by  a  mayor*  recorder^  two  bailiffa, 
and  li  common -councilmen. 


BIGHT  OF  KLKCTIOM. 

See  Representative  History. 
Number  of  totebs— about  SOU. 
Retubmikg  officebs— tbe  Mayor  tmd  Bai- 
liffs. 

Fatbon— ^tbe  Duke  of  Beaubrt. 

POLITICAL   CHARACTER. 

We  do  not  find  tiny  contest  having  taken  place 
for  tbese  tbree  boroughs,  which  are  united  in  the 
choice  of  one  member  for  the  last  century.  The 
nomination  of  the  Duke  of  Beaufort  has  been  al. 
ways  submitted  to  as  implicitly  as  it  is  in  the 
county  of  Monmouth. 
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form  its  internal  boundary.    It  is  about  70  miles 
long  and  4d  broad,  containing  1, 094,400  acres  of 
land,  having  about  730,000  arable,  963,400  in  pas* 
turage  and  about  90,000  uncultivated,  including 
wood-lands.    It  contains  one  city,  Norwich ;  four 
boroughs,  Lynn  R^s,  Castle  Rising,  Thetford^ 
and  Yarmouth;  and  S8  market-towns,  viz.  Aly- 
sham,  Attlebury,  Buckenham,  Bumham,  Caister, 
Clay,  East  Dereham,  Diss,  Downham,  Fakenham, 
Foulsham,  Harleston,  East    Hading,    Hickling, 
Hingham,  Holt,  Loddon,  Methwold,  Repehamt 
Setching,  Snettisham,  Swaffham,  Walsham,  Wal* 
singham,  Watton,  Windham,  and  Worstead.  It  is 
divided  into  39  hundreds,  viz.  Blofield,  Brother- 
cross,  Clackclose,  Clavering,  Depwade,  Diss,  Eai^ 
sham,  Erpingham  North  and  South,  Eynesford, 
Fl^g  East  and  West,  Forehoe,  Freebridge  Lynn 
and  Marshland,    Gallow,    Greenhoe  North   and 
South,  Grimshoe,  Guiltcross,  Happing,  Henstead, 
Holt,  Humbleyard,  Launditch,  Loddon,  Mitfoid, 
Shropham,  Smithdon,  Taverham,  Tunstead,  Walr 
sham,  and  Wayland.    The  whole  county  contains 
47,617  houses,  inhabited  by  973,371  persons,  viz. 
199,849  males,   and   143,599  females,  of  whom 
38,181  were  returned  as  being  employed  in  various 
trades,  manufacture,  or  handicraft,  and  61,791  in 
agriculture. 

On  the  western  extremity,  adjoining  the  coun* 
ties  of  Cambridge  and  Lincoln,  is  a  considerable 
tract  of  flat  fenny  land ;  and  on  the  east,  near  Yar- 
mouth, a  narrow  tract  of  marshes  runs  from  the 
sea  to  some  distance  up  the  country — several  of 
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tbe  weBtero  biindredt,  from  Tbetford  aortbwards, 
are  opeo  and  bare,  consisting  of  extensive  heatbsi 
htTing  a  ligbt  sandy  or  gmTelly  soi  I.  To  the  nortb- 
east  the  soil  is  aJigbt  sandy  loam,  fertile  and  re- 
markably easy  of  tillage.  The  south-east  bu  a 
moiater  and  deeper  soil,  and  the  middle  and  south 
abound  in  clay.  The  article  for  which  this  county 
is  particukrly^celelebrated  is  turnips,  which  form 
the  basis  of  tbe  Norfolk  husbandry.  The  excel- 
lence of  this  culture  is  that  tbe  ground  never  lies 
tjillow,  as  th6  turnips  serve'to  prepare  it  for  com. 
This  root  is  principally  used  for  the  fattening  of 
cattle,  of  whichgreat  numbers  are  here  fed  for  the 
London  market;  The  .principal  rivers  of  this 
ooubty  are  the  Great  Ouse,  which  forms  thesouth- 
WRstem  boundary,  crosses  the  western  side,  and 
foils  into  the  sea  below  Lyno.  The  Little  Ouse 
rises  about  the  middle  of  the  Suffolk  border,  and 
foils  into  the  Great  Ouse,  being  navigable  from 
Thetford.  The  Nen,  forming  the  western  boun- 
dary, and  foiling  into  (be  Lincolnshire  Washes, 
communicatee  by  several  channels  with  the  Ouse. 
The  source  of  tlie    Wavenev 


NORFOUL 

The  liity  of  Norwich  has  long  been  noted  for  its 
manufictoiy  of  crapes,  bon^iazeenst  and  stuffs  of 
various  kinds,  but  it  is  not  so  considerable  as  fior* 
inerly,  from  the  successful  rivalship  of  the  cotton 
branches  within  these  few;  years«  The  operation 
of  spinning  and  preparing  the  wool  employs  the 
poor  of  meet  of  the  small  towns  and  villages  in  the 
county;  the  wool  being  brought  from  Leicester,  Lin- 
coln, and  Northamptonshire.  Its  ports,  are  King's 
Lynn,  Yarmoo tin  Blackeney,  and  Cley. 

Norfolk  was  anciently  inhabited  by  the  Iceoi, 
and  was  afterwards  part  of  the  East  Saxon  King- 
dom, and  the  Roman  Way,  called  Ermine-street, 
crossed  this  county  from  Suffolk  to  Yarmouth.  It 
lies  in  the  diocese  of  Norwich  and  province  of 
Canterbury,  and  contains  no  less  than  660  parishes, 
md  sends  19  members  to  Parliament.  The  total 
amount  of  assessment  under  the  property-tax  in 
1806  was  9^414,47^/.  Amount  of  money  raised 
for  the  maintenance  of  the  poor  in  1803,  904,539/., 
which  was  at  the  rate  of  bs.  9d.  in  the  pound. 
And  the  avcirage  scale  of  mortality  for  ten  years 
appears  to  have  been  as  I  .to  47}  of  the  existing 
population. 

REPRESENT ATIVB  HISTORY. 

This  county  has  sent  members  to  Parliament 
since  the  first  summons  for  knights  of  the  shire 
in  the  reign  of  Edward  I. 

Petitions,  &c.  March  19>  1678.  A  petition 
of  Sir  John  Hobart,  hart.,  complaining  of  the  un- 
due election  and  return  of  Sir  Christoph^  Cal« 
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thorpe  and  Sir  Neville  Catiline,  and  of  many  un- 
due practicea  and  threats  uaed  by  the  lord  Ii«u-. 
tenant  and  under-afaeriff  of  this  county,  and  one 
John  Hurtoo.   ■ 

March  S3,  1679-  A  petition  of  Sir  ChFiatopher 
Calthorp,  knt.,  praying  longer  tiinefor)fae8ring  the 
cauae  between  him  and  Sir  Jaha  Hobart,  bert^  by 
reason  of  his  being  viaited  by  tbe  amall-pox, 

The  prayer  of  this  petition  refused. 

April  SI,  The  Houae  took  the  said  matter  into 
consideration,  and 

Resolved :  **  That  Sir  Cbriatopbo' Calthorp  and 
Sir  Neville  Cataltne,  barta.,  are  not  duly  elected." 

**  That  Sir  John  Hobart,  bait.,  is  not  duly 
elected." 

Ordered :  "  That  Mr.  Samuel  Verdon,  an  at- 
torney, acting  as  under-sheriff  of  this  county,  be 
sent  for  in  custody  of  the  sergeant  at  arms,  to  an- 
swer his  miscarriages  and  ill  practicea  in  electing 
knights  of  the  shire." 

Ordered :  "  That  Doctor  John  Hyldyard  be 
also'  sent  for  in  the  custody  of  the  sergeant  at  arms, 
to   answer  his   contempt,   in   not  attendincr   this 
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of  this  county  against  Samuel  Verdon,  esq.,  under* 
sheriff  of  this  county,  for  several  misdemeanors 
committed  by  him. 

Ordered :  ^'  That  the  said  under-sheriff  be  sent 
for  in.  the  custody  of  the  sergeant  at  arms,  to  an- 
swer at  tlie  bar  for  a  notorious  breach  of  the  pri- 
vilege against  the  House/^ 

Dec.  14.  Ordered  :  ^^  That  Mr.  Baispole,  an 
attorney  of  Norfolk,  be  sent  for  in  the  custody  of 
the  sergeant  at  arms,  to  answer  at  the  bar  for  a 
breach  of  privii^e  conmiitted  by  him,  viz.  ^*  in' 
obstrueting  the  sergeant  at  anne,  and-  hie  -mes^ 
etngers  in  endeavouring  to  lecure  Samuel  Ver^ 
^^  don^  c#y.,  undet'^eheriff  of  this  county  J  pursuant 
^^  to  a  warrant  issued  by  the  House** 

March  31,  171 5.  A  petition  of  Sir  Ralph  Hare, 
bart.,  and  Erasmus  Earl,  esq.,  against  the  return  of 
Sir  Jacob  Astley  and  Thofnas  de  Gray,  esq.,  by 
means  of  bribery  and  other  cofrupt^prdctices. 
No  report  a)>pears. 

Pari.  8.  Robert  Coke  and  William  Morden, 
esqrs.,  petitioned ;  the  former  withdrew  his  peti- 
tion, the  latter  renewed  in  sessions  3  and  3,  and 
then  withdrew  his. 

Imp.  Pari.  3.  A  petition  from  several  of  the 
electors  against  the  return  of  Thomas  William 
Coke  and  William  Wyndham,  esqrs. 

On  the  19th  of  February,  1807>  the  House 
found,  that  neither  Mr.  Coke  noi  Mr.  Wyndham 
were  duly  elected. 

A  new  writ  ordered  March  — ;  1 80?. 
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rO^JX^Ah  GHAEACTKI. 

Thii  oounty  bas  been  contested  between  the 
eourt  ud  eoanferj  .parties  at  almost  evety  general 
deoCioa  for  manyitParlianientB,  but  the  result  has 
alw^PB  been  faTOurafate  to:  tbe  oause  of  iifanty. 
That  highly  distinguisHedeharacur,  Thomas  WiU 
liaiD'Coker  of  Holkhan,  eaq.,  who  ranks  as  the 
first  «omnoner  in  poiat  of  wealth,  and  second  to 
none  in  the  pride  of  independence,  baa  always 
been  the  successful  champion  of  the  csuse  he  so 
honourably  espouaes.  Sir  Jacob  Henry  Astley, 
tbe-colleague  of  his  triumphs,  baa  lately  succeeded 
to  the  great  Dekinai  cattfes  in  Morthumberlsnd, 
and  supports  with -him  t&cf-digmty  of  an  inde- 
pendent eoun^  repiesenlEtive  in  the  House  of 
■Comawna. 

The  noblemen  in  this  coiraly  an  the  Marquis 
Townabend,  gsrf  af  Buwhingha—hiw,  Earl-Cbol- 
mondeley.  Earl  of  Orford,  Lord  Suffleld,  Lord 
,      .,     .    Woodhouse,  Lord  Bayning,  &c.         -.  ," 
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nufacture  itself  is  confined  to  the  city,  but  the 
operation  of  8pninYng"aAd  preparing  the  wool  em- 
ploys the  pook*  of  most  of  the  small  towns  and  vil- 
lages in  the  county.  Norwich  is  situated  on  the 
river  Yare,  and  is  30  miles  distant  from  the  .sea 
by  ^ater  and  16  by  land.  It  contains  S9  parish 
cburchesr iritbin  the*eity,and  four  in  the  suburbs. 
Its  ancient  castle  is  now  the  gaol,  and  the  spot 
on  which  it  stands  is  said  to  have  been  a  fortress 
in  the  itjme  of  the  Siix<yn«,  built  by  King  Offa, 
aboiit  the '5/^>  575,  flffterward  replaced  by  a  castle 
erect€fd  by*  Alfred:  tn  1995s  the  sessions  were 
directed  to  be  held  here,  and  in  1399  it  was  made 
khe  cbuntygabl.'  It  stands  in  the  heart  of  the  city, 
having  a  deep  moat  round  it,  over  which  is  a  bridge 
of  one  arch.  The  cathedral  was  erected  in  1096,  by 
Herbert  de  Losing,  but  being  much  damaged  by 
fire  in  1 17 1  $  it  was  repaired  in  11 80  by  J6hn  bishop  < 
of  Oxford.  ;Be§ide8  the  cathedral  and  castle,  there 
are  "sevettil  other'  remiarkable  biiildiAgs,  th^  town« 
hall,  the  guildhuHr' the  house  of  correction,  the 
shire-hall  where  the  assifes  are  held,  a  lofty  market 
cross  built  after  the  manner  of  a  piazza;  the 
bishop's  palace,  and  the  king*s  school. 

99JP.R;it8BNa:A.XIV:£.HlSTORY. 

This  city  has 'return^  members  to  Parliament . 
from  the  23d  of  Edward  I.  to  the  present  time. 

•PETITIONS,  &c.  Nov.  7,  1640.  Mr.  May- 
nard  reported  from  the  committee  on  the  double 
return  for  this  city,  of  Mr.  Harman  and  Mr.  Ca- 
talyn,  by  one  indenture,  and  Mr.  Harman  and  Mr. 
Tooley  by  another  indenture. 
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Resolred :  <*  Tbat  Mr.  Harmaa  and  Mr.  Catalyn 
are  duly  elected  and  well  returned,  to  serve  as 
bu^esses  for  this  city;  and  ordered,  the  indenture 
wherein  Mr.  Tooley  is  returned,  to  be  taken  off 
the  file." 

"  And  the  House  took  notice,  tbat  the  conduct 
of  the  sheriff,  in  returning  more  than  two  mem' 
bers,  is  a  great  misdemeanor." 

Jan.  6,  1701.  A  petition  of  Thomas  Havers, 
esq.,  one  of  the  sheriffs  of  this  city,  complaining 
of  the  undue  and  illegal  conduct  of  Matthew  Nail, 
esq.,  at  the  late  election  of  citizens  to  serve  in 
Parliament. 

March  19,  — .  Resolved :  "  Tbat  the  right  of 
electiog  citizens,  to  serve  in  Parliament  for  this 
city,  is  in  the  fi«ebolders,  and  such  freemen  only 
of  the  said  city,  as  are  entered  in  the  books,  and 
do  not  receive  alms  or  charity." 

**  Tbat  those  persons  who  bad  a  right  to  tbeir 
freedom  in  this  city  before  the  teste  of  the  writ, 
and  took  out  their  freedom  after  the  said  teste, 
not  having  claimed  the  same  before  tbe  teste,  had 
not  a  right  to  vote  at  the  last  electit 
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Chamber  insisted :  *^  That  this  city  was  a  county 
*'  as  well  as  a  city  ;  and  that  the  freeholders  had 
**  votes  as  well  as  freemen.  The  statute  required 
*^  as  well  resienis  or  citizens,  and  that,  as  well  in 
'^  boroughs  as  cities,  and  was  made  for  the  advan- 
^  tage  of  the  elected,  that  they  might  not  be 
'^  forced  to  serve ;  that  the  usi^  had  been  quite 
*^  contrary  to  the  construction  which  the  counsel 
'^^  on  the  other  side ;  and  that  their  very  election 
''  made  them  free:' 
Upon  the  whole  the  committee  resolved : 
*'  That  W.  Bacon  and  John  Chambers,  esqrs., 
are  duly  elected  citizens  to  serve  in  Parliament 
for  this  city/' 

The  said  resolutions,  being  read,  twice,  were 
agreed  to  by  the  House,  and  the  indenture  of  the 
return  of  Mr.  Blofield  and  Mr.  Palgrave  was  or-* 
dered  to  be  taken  off  the  file :  and  further 

Resolved :  ''  That  William  BJyth,  esq.,  late 
mayor  of  this  city,  by  printing  and  publishing  a 
pretended  bye  law,  made  in  the  year  1640,  con- 
trary to  Magna  Charta^  in  order  to  terrify  the 
electors  of  the  said  city  from/re^  and  impartial 
voting,  is  guilty  of  an  illegal  proceeding :''  and 

Ordered :  ''  The  said  William  Blyth,  for  his  of- 
fence,  be  taken  into  the  custody  of  the  sergeant  at 
arms.'' 

Pari.  8.  Miles  Branthwayt,  esq.,  petitioned 
against  Thomas  Vere,  esq. 

Pari.  16.  Sir  Thomas  Beevor,  bart.,  und  se* 
veral  freeholders  petitioned  against  Mr.  Hobart's 
first  election,  and  the  committee  found  it  a  void 
election. — March,  1787. 
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Pari.  16.  The  same  persons  petitioned  against 
Mr.  Hobart's  second  electioD,  but  the  committee 
found  him  duly  elected. 

CO&POKAIION. 

A  mayor,  recorder,  two  sheriflb,  twenty-three 
aldermen,  and  sixty  eommon-councilmen.  The 
mayor  is  nominated  by  the  freemen,  who  retorn 
two  aldermen  to  their  court,  one  of  whom  is 
elected.  The  mayor,  recorder,  and  the  steward 
for  the  time  being,  are  justices  of  the  peace,  and 
of  the  quorum,  in  the  city  and  its  liberties ;  the 
mayor,  after  his  mayoralty  expires,  is  jiistif;e  of 
the  pesce  for  life.  One  of  the  sfaerifis  is  annually 
elected  by  the  aldermen,  and  the  other  by  the 
freemen. 

BIGHT  OF  ELECTIOH. 

See  Representative  History. 
Number  or  voters— about  8000. 
Rbturmtkq  officbbs — the  Sheriffs. 
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would  deliver  their  aentiiiiente  upon  evefy  division 
that  took  place.  This  is-  the  comtitutiomf^  'dul 
only  way,  that  the  Beote  of  the  notioti  can,  with 
safety  and  certainty,  be  collected;  *        -   ^      . 


YARMOUTH. 

YAHMontH,  commonly  called  Great  Yar- 
mouth, a  iea^pcM,  bbrbagfH  IMd  >  parish,  in  the 
hundred  of  East  Flegg^  NorfoHt,  situated  on  a 
peninsula,  at  the  eastern  extremity  of  the  county, 
93  miles  from  Norwich,  134  from  London  ;  con- 
taining 3^08 1  bouses  and  U,845  inhabitants,  viz. 
6,463  males  and  S,8S9  lemales^  of  whom  1,400 
were  returned  as  beiiig  employed  in  various  trades. 
It  is  encompassed  on  the  south  and  east  by  the 
sea :  oin  the  north  l>y  the  main  land,  and  on  the 
west  by  the  Yare. '  It  extends  more  than  a  mile 
in  lengthy  and  half  S  mile  in  breadth,  dofiftaining 
four  principal  streets,  running  from  north  to  south, 
and  156  narrow  lanes  or  raw$  intersecting  them. 
It  is  surrounded  with  a  wall,  with  10  gates  and 
16  towers. 

R£PRBSKNTATIV£    HISTORY. 

This  was  a  royal  borough  at  the  time  of  the 
general  survey,  and  afterwards  confirlQMd  a  bo^ 
rough  by  charter  of  King  John  ;  it  sent  burgesses 
to  Parliament  in  the  reign  of  King  Edward  I.,  in 
the  2d  of  Henry  V.,  in  the  7th  of  Edward  IV., 
and  in  the  ISth  and  17th  of  the  same  reign. 

Petitions,  &c^     May  18,  1660.     Mr.  Turner 
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reported  .fiom  the  CommitteQ  of  Privileges  and 
Electioiw,  tbe  cue  upoiLthe  double  retara  for  tbis 
borough  ;  tbat.  upon  examiuatioo  of  the  ^t,  tbe 
queation  being,  whether  s  select  number  of  bur- 
gesses,  or  the  burgesses  at  large,  ought  to  elect? — 
Tbe  committee  are  of  opinion,  that  thebuigesses 
at  large  ought  to.  elect,  and  that  of  them  Sir  John 
Potts,  knt.  and  baronet,  and  Sir  William  Doylejr, 
having  the  greatest  number  of  voices,  are  duly 
elected  and  ought  to  sit  in  the  Hpuae:  whereto 
the  House  agreed. 

COEPOBATIOR 

Consists  of  a  mayor,  recorder.  asvAteeo  alder* 
men,  and  thirty-six  common-coum^lmen. 

The  corporation  has  particular  and  extenaive 
privil^es,  it  having  both  a  court  of  record  and  an 
admiralty :  io  the  court  of  record,  civil  cauaea  are 
tried  for  unlimited  sum& ;  and  in  the  court  of  ad- 
miralty* they  can,  in  some  cases,  try,  coodemu, 
and  execute,  without  waiting  for  a  warrant. 

By  a  charter,  granted  by  Henry  III.,  the  town 

bound   10  send  evi'ry  year  to  the  sheriffs  of 
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Returning  officer — the  Mayor. 
PATRON-~Marqui8  Townshend :   one  member. 


POLITICAL   CHARACTER. 

This  borough  has  been  represented  for  more 
than  a  century  by  one  of  the  family  of  the  Mar- 
quis Townshend,  who  generally  nominates  one 
member  and  the  government  the  other. 

There  was  a  petition  from  this  place  on  the 
ground  oP  bribery,  in  ISO?)  but  compromised  by 
complimenting  the  petitioners  with  their  seats. 


THETFORD. 

Thetford  is  a  market-town,  consisting  of 
three  parishes,  in  the  hundred  of  Shropham,  Nor-* 
folk,  on  the  borders  of  Suffolk,  19  miles  from 
Newmarket,  and  80  from  London  ;  containing 
483  houses  and  S,345  inhabitants ;  of  whom  367 
were  employed  in  various  trades.  The  parish  of 
St.  Mary's  lies  on  the  Suffolk  side  of  the  river 
Ouse,  on  which  side  the  whole  of  the  town  is 
recorded  to  ha^re  originally  stood,  together  with 
several  religious  houses.  This  town  has  a  con- 
siderable manufecture  of  woollen  cloth  and  paper, 
and  a  trade  to  Lynn,  by  the  navigation  of  the 
Ouse.  The  market  is  on  Saturday.  Fi^irs,  2d 
August,  and  15th  September. 

part  JI.  vol.  II.  s 
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BBPBXSEHTATITB  BISTORY. 

It  never  seat  burgesses  to  Parliainent  until  King 
Edward  the  Sixth's  time,  and  was  incorporated  in 
the  I6th  oFQueen  Elizabeth. 

The  memoirs  of  contested  elections  in  Fsrlia- 
meot  do  not  appear  till  since  the  Restoration ; 
after  which  time,  the  following  are  to  be  found  in 
the  journals. 

Petitions,  &c.  May  99d,  1685.  A  petition 
of  Sir  Joseph  Williamson  was  resd,  complaining 
of  an  undue  election  and  return  of  Henry  Heren- 
ingbam,  esq.,  as  burgess  for  this  bcwough,  to  serve 
in  this  present  Parliament. 

M^y  30.  A  petition  of  the  burgesses  and  in- 
habitants of  this  borough,  touching  the  election 
for  the  said  town  was  read. 

Resolved :  "  That  no  mayor  can  duly  return 
himself  a  burgess  to  serve  in  Parliament  for  the 
aame  borough  of  which  he  is  mayor,  at  the  time 
of  the  election." 

Resolved :  "  That  no  mayors  bailiff,  or  other 
officer  of  a  borough,  who  is  the 
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election,  that  the  committee  had  come  to  the  fol-* 
lowing  resolutions : 

1st.  **  That  the  right  of  election  is  in  the  mayor, 
burgesses,  (which  are  ten,)  and  in  the  commonalty, 
or  common-council,  (which  are  twenty,)  amount- 
ing in  the  whole  to  one-and-thirty." 

9d.  «*  That  Sir  Joseph  Williamson  is  duly 
elected  to  serve  in  the  present  Parliament  for  this 
borough." 

3d.  '«  That  William  de  Grey,  esq.,  is  duly 
elected  to  serve  in  this  present  Pairliament  for  this 
borough/' 

Feb.  9,  1688.  A  petition  of  the  mayor,  bur- 
gesses, and  commons  of  this  borough,  complaining 
of  an  undue  election  and  return  of  members  to 
serve  in  the  present  convention  for  this  borough, 

was  read. 

98 th.  A  petition  of  Abraham  Felton,  esq., 
complaining  of  an  undue  election  and  return  for 
this  borough,  wais  read. 

Upon  the  matter  of  Mr.  Felton,  the  counsel 
gave  no  evidence.  But  upon  the  petition  of  the 
corporation  against  Mr.  Harbord,  in  behalf  of  Sir 
Joseph  Williamson  :  the  question  arose  upon  the 
irregular  surrender  of  the  charter  of  the  borough ; 
the  petitioner  claiming  a  right  under  the  new 
charter — Mr.  Harbord  under  the  former  charter, 
which  he  insisted  was  still  in  full  force. 

Resolved^  1st.  That  William  Harbord,  esq.,  \9 
duly  elected  a  burgess  to  serve  in  this  present 
Parliament  for  this  borough. 

9d.     That  Sir  Francis  Quybon  is  duly  efected  a 
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Inii^geM  to  terve  io  this  present  ParliameDt  for 
this  borough. 

March  SSth.  1690.  A  petition  of  William 
Harbord,  esq.,  and  Sir  Fraacis  Guybon,  was  read ; 
shewing,  they  were  duly  chosen  bui^esses  for  this 
borough  ;  and  atl  indenture  thereof  made  by  Ed- 
mood  Roswell,  the  lawful  mayor,  by  virtue  of  the 
old  charter ;  but  that  one  Tyrrell,  tbe  mayor,  by 
virtue  of  the  new  charter  upon  the  surrender, 
having  gotten  the  precept  in  his  custody,  had 
made  an  indenture  of  return  of  Sir  Joseph  Wil- 
liamson, and  Adam  Felton,  esq.,  though  not  duly 
chosen;  that  thesheriff  of  the  county  has  made 
doyble  returns  of  both  indentures,  in  prejudice  of 
tbe  petitioners :  and  praying,  &c. 

It  appeared  that  William  Harbord,  esq.,  and 
Sir  Francis  Guybon,  were  returned  by  Edmond 
Russell,  mayor,  under  tbe  old  charter  of  Queen 
Elizabeth  ;  and  Sir  Joseph  Williamson,  and  Adam 
Felton,  esq.,  were  returned  by  John  TyrrelJ, 
mayor,  under  the  new  charter :  and  the  merits  of 
the  election  depended  upon  the  determining  which 
was  the  rijilil  mayor. 
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For  Mr.  Harbord,  and  Sir  Francis  Guybonf,  it 
was  insisted,  that  the  charter  16  Eliz.  was  not 
duly  surrendered,  nor  agreed  to  by  a  majority  of 
the  corporation. 

Resolved,  1st.  That  the  charter  16  Elizabeth, 
granted  to  this  borough  is  not  duly  nor  legally 
surrendered. 

9d.  That  William  Harbord,  esq.,  and  Sir 
Francis  Guybon,  are  duly  returned  and  elected 
burgesses  to  serve  in  this  present  Parliament  for 
this  boroygb. 

Dec.  19,  1698.  A  petition  of  Edward  Soam, 
esq.,  was  read ;  shewing  that  at  the  late  election 
of  members  to  serve  in  Parliament  for  this  bo- 
rough. Sir  Joseph  Williamson,  and  the  petitioner 
had  the  majority  of  legal  voters ;  but  Robert 
Caudle,  the  mayor  of  this  borough,  did  refuse  to 
poll  several  who  had  a  right  to  poll  for  the  peti- 
tioner; and  admitted  others  who  had  none,  to 
vote ;  and  by  many  partial  proceedings,  and  un- 
lawful practices,  James  Sloan,  esq.,  procured  him- 
self to  be  returned  with  Joseph  Williamson,  in 
wrong  to  the  petitioner:  and  praying,  &c. 

Resolved,  *^  That  James  Sloan^  esq.,  in  treating 
the  corporation  of  this  borough,  has  been  guilty  of 
a  breach  of  the  late  act  of  parliament  for  prevent* 
ing  expenses  in  elections. 

Resolved,  ^^  That  James  Sloan,  esq.,  is  not  duly 
elected  a  burgess  to  serve  in  this  present  Parlia- 
ment for  this  borough. 

Resolved,  *<  That  the  said  election  is  a  void 
election  :  and  a  new  writ  was  ordered  for  electing 
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a  burgew  to  serve  ii)  thii  Parliflment  for  this  bo- 
rou^.*'      .    . 

Feb.  19th.  Resolved,  *'  That  thii  House  will 
on  Saturday  moroiog,  in  a  full  House,  consider 
the  act  &r  prereatiDg  expenses  in  elections." 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Sloan  (as  a  member  of  this 
House)  do  attend  in  his  place  on  Saturday  moro- 
ing  next. 

And  a  debate  arising  upon  Mr.  Sloan  being 
again  chosen  and  returned  for  this  borough,  it  was 
resolved,  that  the  said  Mr.  Sloaa  is  iucapable  of 
seifing  ib  this  present  Parliament -for  the  said  bo- 
rough.   ' 

Nov.  37,  17O6.  A  petition  of  Sir  Thomas  Han- 
mer,  bart.,  and  Dudley  North,  esq.,  was  read  ; 
shewing,  that  at  the  election  of  burgesses  to  serve 
in  this  Parliament  for  this  borough,  tbere  stood 
candidates,  the  petitioners,  Thomas  de  Grey*  and 
Robert  Bayiis,  esqrs.,  and  the  petitioners  bad 
thereat  a  majority  of  legal  voters,  and  ought  to 
have  been  returned :  but  Robert  Caudle  the  pre- 
tended maybr,  refused  the  votes  of  diven  duly 
qualified  and  offered  to  vote  for  the  petitioners ; 
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of  the  freemen  petitioned  against  the  election  of 
James  Mingay,  esq.  The  committee  reported, 
that  James  Mingay,  esq.,  was  not  duly  elected, 
and  that  Thomas  Creevey,  esq.,  was  duly  elected, 
and  ought  to  have  been  returned,  Feb.  4,  1807. 

CORPORATION 

Consists  of  a  mayor,  recorder,  ten  aldermen,  and 
twenty  common-councilmen. 

RIGHT  OF  ELKCTION 

In  the  Corporation  only. 
Number  OF  VOTERS — 31. 
Returning  officer — the  Mayor. 
Patrons-— Duke  of  Grafton  and  Lord  Petre. 

political  character. 

The  patronage  of  this  botdugh  was  for  many 
years  in  dispute  between  the  present  patrons. 
Enormous  expenses  were  incurred  in  law,  by  each 
party  endeavouring  to  invalidate  the  appoint- 
ments of  mayor,  aldermen,  and  common-council, 
in  the  opposite  interest  to  each  other.  Informa- 
tion upon  information  issued  from  the  the  court  of 
King's  Bench ;  and  as  corporate  rights  have  no 
uniform  deposition,  they  must  be  the  cause  of 
endless  litigation. 

A  late  disgraceful  contest  in  the  election  of  a 
mayor,  where  two  of  the  corporation  were  seized 
and  detained  by  violence  from  giving  their  votes^ 
has  been  too  notoriously  a  subject  of  l^^l  in?es« 
ligation  to  require  a  recapitulation  in  this  work, 
and  the  numerous  instances  of  similar  contentions 
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daily  occurring  render  them  too  femiliar  to  attract 
public  atteutioD. 

The  Duke  of  Graftoo  and  Lord  Petre,  bave  at 
last  agreed  to  diride  the  iafluence  of  the  borough, 
and  nominate  each  a  member. 


LYNN  REGIS. 

Ltkn  Regis,  or  King's  Lynw,  is  a  sea  port, 
borough  and  market  town,  in  the  hundred  of  Free- 
bridge,  LyoD.Norfolk,  LI  miles  from Downham,and 
96}  from  London.  It  is  divided  into  10  wards,  con- 
taining l,46d  houses  and  10,096  inhabitants,  4,540 
males  and  6,556  females  of  whom  9,103  were  em- 
ployed in  various  trades  and  manufoctures.  It 
stands  on  the  right  bank  of  the  Ouse,  near  its  mouth, 
about  eight  miles  from  thesea.  In  1683,  Sir  John 
Turner,  who  bad  been  three  times  mayor  and  many 
years  representative  in  Farliament~for  this  borough, 
erected  at  his  own  expense  a  handsome  building 
of  freestone,  with  two  orders  of  columns,  intending 
it  as  an  exchange  for  the  merchants  ;  in  a  niche  in 
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taining  an  area  of  about  three  acrea,  haring  a  very 
handsome  market-cross  of  freestone,  erected  in 
1710,  adorned  with  statues.  In  a  semicircular 
form  on  each  side  are!  the  butchers' shambles,  in 
two  divisions,  the  frontispieces  being  supported  by 
Doric  columns,  and  the  pediments  enriched  with 
various  appropriate  decorations.  Behind  this  is 
another  building,  fitted  up  as  a  fish-market,  hav- 
ing some  handsome  houses  enclosing  it.  Until 
the  reign  of  Henry  VIII.,  it  appears  to  have 
been  called  Bishop's  Lynn,  when  falling  into  his 
bauds  in  consequence  of  some  exchange  of  pro- 
perty, it  changed  its  name  to  Lynn  R^is.  This 
town  was  taken  by  the  parliamentary  army  in  164S, 
after  a  siege  of  three  weeks,  when  it  paid  upwards 
of  3000/.  ransom.  The  market  days  are  on  Tuesday 
and  Saturday.  The  fairs  17th  of  October,  call^ 
the  cheese  fair,  and  14th  of  February  ;  the  last  of 
which  continues  14  days,  and  is  generally  welt  at- 
tended. 

REPRESEKTATIVE    HISTORY. 

This  borough  was  first  sunHmoned  to  send  mem- 
bers to  Parliament  in  the  93d  of  Edward  I. 

Petitions,  &c.  May  3,  1675.  A  petition  of 
Simon  Taylor,  esq.,  complaining  of  undue  prac- 
tices in  the  election  of  members  for  this  borough. 

No  report  appears. 

Dec.  31,1711.  The  commissioners  of  public 
accounts  charged  Robert  Walpole,  esq.,  with  pe- 
culatibn;  in  the  contract  for  forage  for  troops  in 
North  Britain,  while  secretary  of  war. 
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The  cbaiges  beiog  ntisfactorily  proved  agmiiut 
him,  the  Houk  resolved  : 

J«D.  17)  1719.  "  That  Robert  WaJpole,  esq., 
(a  qaember  of  this  House)  in  receiving  the  sum  of 
dOO  guineas,  aod  a  oote  for  MO  pounds  more,  on 
■ccouDt  of  two  contracts  for  forage  for  her  ma- 
jesty's troops,  made  by  him  when  secretary  c^ 
w^,  is  guilty  of  a  high  breach  of  trust,  aod  noto- 
rious corruption  ;" — and  further 

Resolved,  "  That  the  said  Robert  Walpole, 
esq.,  for  his  offence,  be  expelled  the  House  of 
Commons,  and  that  he  be  committed  prisoner  to 
the  Tower «f(jondon,  during  the  pleasure  of  the 
House. 

Feb.  99,  -~.  A  petition  of  the  ireemen,  and 
free  burgesses,  against  the  return  of  Robert  Wal- 
pole* esq.,  lately  expelled  this  House,  and  a  pri- 
soner in  the  Tower,  by  means  of  the  partiality  of 
the  mayor  of  this  borough. 

March  6,  — .  Resolved,  "  That  Robert  Wal- 
pole, esq.,  having  been  this  session  committed  a 
prisoner  td  the  Tower,  and  expelled  this  House, 
was,  and  is,  incapable  of  being  elected  a  member 
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writ  for  electing  a  burgess  to  serve  for  this  bo- 
rough, 

Resolved,  *^  That  the  said  Mr.  Briscoe,  is  gai|ty 
of  a  Dialect  of  his  duty,  in  pr^udice  of  the  said 
borough,  and  of  the  right  of  elections/'— and 

Ordered,  That  he  be  taken  into  the  custody  of 
the  sergeant  at  arms,  for  his  said  offence. 

CORPOEATION. 

It  is  governed  by  a  mayor,  recorder,  13  alder- 
men, and  18  common-councilmen,  with  other  in- 
ferior officers. 

Every  first  Monday  in  the  montj;,  the  mayor,, 
aldermen,  magistrates,  and  preachers  meet,  to  de* 
termine  all  controversies  in  an  amicable  manner 
between  the  inhabitants,  in  order  to  prevent  law- 
suits.  This  excellent  custom  was  established  in 
1^58,  and  is  called  ihefea^i  of  reconcUiaiion. 

Number  of  voters — about  300. 

Returning  officer — the  Mayor. 

Patrons — £arl  of  Orford  and  Sir  Martin 
Browne  Folkes. 

POLITICAL   character. 

This  borough  was  always  attached  to  the  Wal- 
pole  fitmily,  under  whose  influence  it  continues  at* 
this  time.  Sir  Robert  Walpole  was  member  for 
this  place  at  the  time  of  his  fomous  expulsion,  in 
1711,  for  alienating  five  hundred  pounds  of  the 
public  money ;  the  words  of  his  expulsion  being 
''  for  breach  of  trust,  and  notorious  <;om]ptio& 
**  when  secretary  at  war."  And  it  was  resolved 
''  that  he  was,  and  is,  incapable  of  being  elected  a 
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"  menlKr  to  serve  in  Parliament."  The  electors 
of  LyoDj  however,  chose  him  again,  although  op- 
posed by  a  Mr.  Taylor.  The  unsuccessful  can- 
didate petitioned  the  House  against  there-election 
of  Sir  Robert  Wolpole  ;  but  the  House  had  the 
modesty  to  refuse  Mr.  Taylor,  on  account  of  his 
baving  only  a  minority  of  votes,  and  declared  the 
election  void.  In  this  case  the  Commons  acted  con- 
.  stitutionatly ;  but  in  seating  Mr.  Luttrell  for  the 
county  of  Middlesex,  instead  of  Mr.  Wilkes,  their 
conduct  was  directly  the  reverse.  Their  convic- 
tion of  the  proceedings  upon  that  head  being  im- 
proper, is  manifested  in  their  expunging  those  re- 
solutions which  had  formerly  passed,  relative  to 
that  buaineM,  declaring  them  illegal  and  unconsti- 
tutional. 

The  number  of  voters  in  this  town  would  be 
fourteen  hundred  if  the  right  of  election  was  in  the 
bouseholders,  at  present  it  is  limited  to  about  a 
fifth  of  that  number. 
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appears  that  the  sea  formerly  came  up  to  this 
town,  not  only  from  its  often  being  overflowed  by 
spring  tides,  &c.,  in  the  neighbourhood,  but  by  an 
anchor,  which  was  dug  up  some  years  since  in 
Haven-lane. 

REPRESENTATIVE  HISTORY. 

This  borough  never  sent  members  till  the  last 
year  of  Philip  and  Mary,  1558.  It  had  at  that 
time  a  mayor,  high  steward,  twelve  aldermen,  and 
an  indefinite  number  of  burgesses,  but  since  the 
borough  has  fallen  into  decay.  BlomeBeld  in  his 
history  of  Norfolk  observes  the  number  of  alder- 
men have  been  reduced  to  two,  who  alternately 
take  the  office  of  mayor. 

Petitions,  &c.  Jan.  7,  167S.  A  petition  of 
Robert  Offley,  esq.,  against  the  undue  return  of 
Samuel  Pepis,  esq.,  in  prejudice  to  the  petitioner. 

Feb.  6.  Resolved,  ^^  That  Mr.  Pepis  is  not 
duly  elected.*' 

"  That  Mr.  Offley  is  not  duly  elected." 

*^  That  the  election  is  a  void  election.'' 

10th.  Information  being  given  to  the  House 
by  some  members  that  they  had  received  an  account 
from  a  person  of  quality,  that  he  saw  an  Altar^ 
with  a  Crucifix  upon  it^  in  the  house  of  Mk.  Pepis  ; 
and  Mr.  Pepis,  standing  up  in  his  place,  did 
heartily  and  flatly  deny,  that  he  ever  had  any  altar, 
or  crucifix,  or  the  image  or  picture  of  any  saint 
whatever,  in  his  house,  from  the  top  to  the  bottom 
of  it. 

Ordered,  *<  That  such  members  of  this  House, 
who  have  given  the  said  information  against  Mr. 
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Pepit*  do  name  the  penoo  or  persoDB  who  i  ofonned 
them  of  the  matter  thereof." 

The  members  then  named  Lord  Shaftesbury  as 
theit"  authority,  and  the  Houie  was  also  informed 
that  one  Sir  John  Banks,  had  likewise  seen  the 
altar. 

The  committee  appointed  to  investigate  the 
matter  touching  the  charge  preferred  against  Mr. 
Pepis,  reported 

*'  That  the  Earl  of  Shaftesbury  positively  denied 
that  he  ever  saw  an  altar  in  Mr.  Pepis's  House  or 
lodgings." 

"  That  Sir  John  Bank*  deposed  that  he  had 
known,  and  been  acquainted  with  Mr.  Pepis  se- 
veral years,  and  often  visited  him,  but  never  saw 
in  his  house,  any  altar  or  crudfix,  and  that  he  does 
not  believe  him  to  be  a  papiat,  or  in  the  least  way 
so  inclined." 

No  further  report  appears  upon  the  charges  ex- 
hibited against  Mr.  Pepis. 

COEPORATION. 
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POLITICAL    CHARACTBR. 

This  borough  was  the  property  of  the  late  Lady 
Viscountess  Andover,  and  a  former  Earl  of  Or« 
ford.  Lady  Andover's  share  came  by  marriage 
with  her  daughter  to  Richard  Bagot,  esq.,  brother 
of  the  late  Lord  Bagot,  who  upon  that  marriage 
took  the  surname  of  Howard,  and  has  for  near 
fifty  years  held  the  very  lucrative  situation  of  col- 
lector of  the  land  tax  for  the  city  of  London,  and 
county  of  Middlesex ;  and  the  other  moiety  of  the 
borough  descended  by  the  will  of  the  Earl  of  Or- 
ford  to  the  present  Earl  Cholmondely. 

There  being  only  46  houses  including  cottages 
in  this  borough,  its  rights  are  only  nominal.  The 
few  members  who  compose  the  corporation,  are 
half  of  them  named  by  Mr.  Howard,  and  the  other 
half  by  Earl  Cholmondely,  and  are  most  of  them 
non-residents,  and  these  men  in  return  implicitly 
obey  the  nomination  of  their  two  patrons  in  their 
return  of  two  members. 

The  election  of  a  mayor  is  also  made  out  of  this 
selected  body  who  is  the  returning  officer^  and  two 
individuals  are  said  to  elect  each  other  alternately 
into  this  important  office.  The  striking  absurdity 
of  such  a  representation,  produces  irresistible  ridi- 
cule and  contempt,  but  when  we  contemplate 
such  a  number  of  boroughs  passing  in  review  be- 
fore us  as  send  a  majority  of  members  to  a  British 
House  of  Commons,  it  rather  causes  the  most  se- 
rious astonishment  at  the  existence  of  such  it  sys- 
tem, and  a  confirmed  conviction  of  the  necessity 
of  reform. 


271 


* 


COUNTIES.  CITIES.  AND  BOROUGHS. 


NORTHAMPTONSHIRE. 


NoRTUAHPiONBHiSE  IS  80  inland  county  of 
England,  bounded  on  the  north  by  Leicester,  Rut- 
land, and  LiDcolnshires,on  theeast  by  Cambridge, 
Huntingdon,  and  Bedfordshires,  on  the  south  by 
Buckinghamshire  and  Oxfordshire,  and  on  the 
west  by  Oxford  and  Warwickshire,  being  nearly  60 
mites  long,  and  from  eight  to  32  broad  ;  contuning 
()  17,000  square  statute  acres,  having  about  390,000 
arable,  and  335,000  in  pasturage,  and  about  86,000 
uncultivated,  including  woodlands.  It  is  divided 
into  19  hundreds,  viz.  ChippioK-warden,  Cleley, 
Corby,  Fawsley,  Greens-Norton,  Guildsborougb, 
Hamfordshoe,  Higbam- Ferrers,  Huzloe,  Kings- 
Sutton,  Navisford,  Nobottle-Grove,  Orlingbury* 
Polebrook.  Rothweli,  Spelloe,  Towcester,  Willy- 
brook,  and  Wymersley,  and  Peterborough  Liberty, 
commonly  called  thehundre 
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its  greatest  defect  it  a  scarcity  of  fuel,  which  it  but 
scantily  supplied  by  its  woods,  and  they  have  been 
much  diminished  by  the*  progress  of  agriculture^ 
Yet  it  still  possesses  sooie not  inconsiderable  re- 
mains of  its  ancient  foresti,  particularly  that  of 
Rockingham  in  the  north  west,  and  of  Salcey  and 
Whittlebury  in  the'south.^  There  are  also  several 
small  woods  interspersed  in  different  parts  of  the 
county.  The  highestground  in  Northamptonshire 
iain  the  neighbourhood  df  Daveptry,  where^ the 
rivers  Nen  and  C  her w^ll,-fla wing  into  tbe  eastern 
sea^  and  the  Leam. into  the- western,  rise  rwithin  a 
small  distance  of  each:  other.  ^  A  ^little;  further 
northwards,  the  Avon  and  the  Welland,  running 
into  opposite  seas,  have  their  springs.  About 
Towcester  in  the  south,  the  -country  is  hilly  and 
the  soil  intermixed  wfth  clay  mm)  a  sort  of  coarse 
grit  stone.  Its  principal  riv^  is  the  Nine  or  iWit, 
which,  rising  in  the  west,  flows -first  across  the 
county  to  the  eastern  sideaad  then  turning  i])prth- 
ward  runs  the  whole  length  of  the  county.  ..From 
Northampton  it  is  made  naYigable,  and  brings  gp 
vessels  laden  with  Newcastle  and  Sunderland  cpals, 
which  are  sold  at  a  high  price,  r  It  re^eiveBBOfny 
small  streams,  rising  finomithe  north-west  sideband 
at  Pcrterborough  itciosses-rto  the  Isle  of  Ely  and 
falls  into  the  sea  in  Lincolnshire.  This  extreme 
part  of  the  county  is  ¥^y  liable  to  inundations  and 
forms  the  commenctipent  of  the  fi^ny  tract,  which 
extends  through  the  Isle  of  Ely  to  the  Lincolnshire 
washes.  The  Ouse  just  touches  on  the  south 
eastern  extremity  of  the  county,  forming  a  tract  of 
rich  meadows  about  Stony   Stratford.     Its  pro- 
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ducts  are  tbe  ■afiae  ai  those  of  other  fanning  coun- 
ties, but  it  is  peculisrly  celebrated  for  its  grazing 
hnd,  puticularly  the  trsct  lying  from  Northatnptoa 
to  tbe  Leicesterehire  border ;  and  homed  cattle  are 
here  fed  to  an  extraordinary  size,  and  many  horses 
ofthe  large  hbck  bread  art  reared.  Much  of  tha 
arable  land  is  still  in  open  fields  and  many  sheep 
are  fied  on  tbe  higher  grouiids.  Considerable  quan- 
tities of  wosd  for  the  dyers' use  are  also  cultivated. 
TMscounty  is  not  remmkshlefor  trade  or  man u- 
UlCturej  except  for  boots  and  shoes,  which  are  made 
in  various  parts  for  ejfportation.  It  has,  however* 
a  small  trade  in  wool-combing  add  jeney  spinning. 
The  air  is  celebrated  for  being  pure  and  whole- 
some.  It  WBS  anciently  inhabited  by  the  Coritani, 
and  ubder  the  Rofinans  was  comprised  in  the  pro- 
vince of  Flavift  Cftsariensis ;  during  the  heptarchy 
it  belonged  to  Met£ia,  and  is  now  included  in  the 
midland  circuit,  in  tbe  dioceie  of  Peterborough 
andpTOTinceof  Cant«rtiury,andsendBninemembers 
toFatliament,vi<.two  for  the  coomy,  two  for  Peter- 
borough, ttto  for  Northampton,  two  for  Brackley, 
andobe  for  Higham  Ferrets.  Tbe  total  amount  for 
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REPRESENTATIVE   HISTORY. 

This  county  has  sent  members  to  Parliament 

from  the  first  siii^mons  df  Edwaitf  the  First. 
Petitions,  &c.    May  23,  1685.    A  petition 

of  Edward  Harbey,  esq.,  complaining  of  the  undue 

fetiirti  ol^S^r  Roger  Norwich. 
No  reji^orttqpiiears.- 
Jtfni^.    A  petition  tt  Sit  Rdgeir  Norwich, 

but  it  does  not  apfpear  upon'  ^8t  ground  it  was 

ibunded,  or  what  became  of  it«( 

•_;_■"  .It 

'.«•■'  '       i  .'.■..'..-.•;■.■.■  ■      t  -    .  ■    I    /   J  I «  •}  ■  ■ 

:l«OLTTICJlC  CHAaJkCTBttf    .      -       . 

The  nobility  are  more  nuinerous  in  this  county 
than  in  any  other  of  the  same  dimensions  in  Eng* 
land.'   Amongst  these  we  may   enumerate    the 
Du&e  of  Dorset^  Marquie  of  Exefer,  Marquis  of 
Northampton,   Earl  of  Westmorehindj    Earl   of 
Radnor,  Earl  Spencer,  EaiTl  iFlta^wIlliam,  Earl  of 
Poinfiret,  Earl  of  Cardigan,  librd  Sondes,  Lord 
Montagu,  Lord  Lilford^  Lord  9t.  John,  Ate.,  &c. 
I^roni  whence  it  diight  be  conchided,  that  the  re- 
priesentatibn  wouTd  atifrays  be  divided  timong  some 
of  these  families,  but  they  at^  too*  riumeroua  for 
e2Lc\i  ^rson  to  be  accomtnodatted,  they  therefore 
of  bec^^i  ty^  range  thetnse^c^  With  thetr  respecttv^ 
parties,  and  the  opposition  lords  bring  in  one 
member,  and  the  Aihisterral  ones  the  bther.  There 
was  a  contest  hi  18W,  when'LoH  Althorpe  iwic- 
ceeded  on  the  foirrtfer,  a^d  Gencfral  Cartwright  oA 
thek'tter  ijaterrest.    'Sir  James  Langham,  aii  fni*^ 
pendent  country  gentleman  was  the  uiisaceessfui 
candidate.  .  /  j.  ;.  :  . . 
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NORTHAMPTON— TOWN. 


NoBTHAUPTON,  B  boFough,  and  the  county 
town  ofNorthamptoiuhirei  is  situated  oo  an  emi- 
nence by  tbe  side  of  tbe  river  Nen  or  Nine,  13 
iniles  ftom  Newport  Pagnell,  and  6ji  from  Loo- 
don  ;  containing  four  paritbes,  1,399  bouses^  inba- 
bited  by  7,080  persona,  riz.  3,944  males  and  3,776 
females,  of  frbom:9,496  were  returned  as  being  em- 
ployed in  .varioua  trades  and  manufoctures,  tbe 
priocipal  of  which  are  shoes,  stockings,  and  lace ; 
of  tbe  former  gpeat  quantities  are  sent  to  the  me- 
tropolis aa  well  as  exported.  It  formerly  cod« 
tai  ned  seven  churches  within  the  wallsand  two  with- 
out, but  the  whole  town  was  almost  burnt  to  tbe 
groundin  167d,anditnowcontaiDsonlyfour.  The 
borse  market  held  here  is  deemed  to  excel  all 
others  in  the  kingdom,  both  for  the  saddle  and  har- 
ness.    It  16  the  chief  rendezvous  of  the  jockies 
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REPRESENTATIVE  HISTORY. 

This  town  has  returned  members  to  Parliament 
from  the  earliest  time  of  Edward  the  First  to  ^e' 
pr^ent. 

Petitions,  &c.  May  17*  1661.  A  petition 
of  the  mayor,  aldermen,  bailiff,  and  part  of  the 
commonalty,  touching  the  return  for  this  bo- 
rough. 

92d.  Resolved,  ''  That  the  sheriff  is  not  guilty 
of  any  misdemeanour  that  deserves  the  censure  of 
the  House,'' — ^but 

June  13th,  Ordered,  ''  That  the  mayor  of  the 
town  of  Northampton,  for  his  misconduct  in  the 
election  of  members,  and  his  irreverent  and  rude 
carriage  in  the  church,  and  at  the  communion 
table,  be  committed  to  the  custody  of  the  sergeant 
at  arms.'' 

June  19.  Upon  a  petition  fh>m  the  said  mayor 
he  was  brought  to  the  bar,  and  making  a  humble 
submission  upon  Jus  knees^  received  ^  grave  repre- 
hension from  Mr.  Speaker,  and  was  discharged  on 
paying  his  fees. 

March  S4,  1 66 1.  A  report  being  made  that  a 
petition  was  delivered  W  the  committee  on  behalf 
of  Sir  William  Dudley,  touching  the  election  for 
this  town,  but  by  reason  of  the  adjournment  of 
the  said  committee,  the  petition  was  not  delivered 
into  the  House,  within  the  limited  time  prescribed 
for  receiving  petitions. 

Resolved,  *^  That  the  said  petition  be  re- 
ceived, as  if  the  same  had  been  delivered  in  due 
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time,  and  be  referred  to  the  committee  to  report 
thereon." 

^  April  9i  1663.  Se^eant  Cbarleton  reported, 
that  the  queitioD  was,  whether  the  mayor,  alder- 
inen,  and  forty-eight  had  the  sole  power  of  elec- 
tioD, — and  that  the  committee  was  of  opinion, 
\'  That  the  voices  in  election,  did  not  belong  to 
the  piiyor,  aldermen,  and  forty-eight  only," — 
and  »'  That  Sir  William  Dudley  was  not  duly 
elected~rbut  tbat  Mr.  Hatton  was  duly  elected  :" 
to  which  the  House  agreed,  and  the  clerk  of  the 
crown  was  ordered  to  a^tetfd  an4  amcod  thp  said 
return. 

,  April  96,  1664.  Sir  Job  Cbarleton  reported, 
touching  the  electiofi  for  this  town,  between  Sir 
John  Barnard,  and  Sir  Henry  Yelverton,  that  the 
<)uestion  between  them  was  which  of  them  bad  the 
majority  of  votes,  being  householders  not  receiv- 
ing alms.  That  the  committee  were  of  opinion, 
"  That  the  inhabitants,  being  householden,  and 
*'  not  receiving  almSy  were  the  proper  electors  for 

'  this    town," — and    "  That   the  shar'uis  in   the 
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1 1th.  Raiolred,  nem.  eon.  *^  That  the  inden- 
ture  annexed  to  the  writ,  whereby  Sir  William 
Temple  is  returned,  is  not  a^ufficient  return/' 

^  That  the  indenture  whereby  Ralph.  Montague, 
esq.i  18  returned  a  buigesa  for  this  town,  is  a  due 
return;"  and. 

Ordered :  ''  That  Mr.  Neale,  high.sheriff  of  the 
county,  be  committed  to  the  custody  of  the  ser- 
geant at  arms,  for  his  misdemeanor  in  making  an 
improper  return/^ 

May  25^  1685.  A  petition  of  Thomas  Dqnkley, 
William  Pettit,  Richard  Harris,  and  £dward  Ward, 
touching  the  election  for  this  borough. 
No  determination. 
March  4,  1700.    A  petition  of  John  Conant, 

L.  D.,  against  the  return  of Andrews,  esq,, 

by  means  of  bribery,  pwmiees,  and  entertainment. 
No  report  appears. 

Pari.  3.    Fmiicis  Arundel,  esq.»  4>etit)onedp 
No  report. 
/  Oct  18,  1789.    A  petition  of  William  Wykes, 
esq.,. against  the  return  of  Rdward  Montague  and 
William  Wilmer,  esqrs;,  fay  meMs   of   bribevy, 
threats,  and  other  ill^;al  practices. 
Dec.  10.     Petition  withdrawn. 
March  91, 173i.    Edward  Montague,  esq.,  pe- 
tioned  against  George  Compton,  esq. 

Pari.  13.  The  Hon.  Thomas  Howe  petitioned 
i^inst  the  sitting  members.  The  House  agreed 
with  the  committee,  that  the  petitioner  and  Sir 
Geoige  Bridges  Rodney,  bart.,  Were  duly  elected, 
and  ought  to  hare  bete  returned  ;  and  the  return 
was  amended  by  erasing  Sir  Georg#  Osborne's 
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tiam«,  and  ioBerting*  that  of  the  Hon.  Thonoas 
Howe. 

CORPORATION. 

Ii  was  incorporated  by  charter  of  Kiog  Jamte  I., 
anno  l6— ,  and  coniiata  of  a  mayor,  two  bailiffa,  a 
recorder,  and  48  commoo-councilmen,  out  of 
whom  the  mayor  ia  cbdsen,  who  is  ever  after  re- 
puted an  alderman. 

IttOHT    OF    fLRCIIOM. 

April  96,  \665 — in  the  Inhabitant  Householders 
not  receiving  alms. 

NUMBEB  OF  TOTSRS — 1,300. 

RBTURNtMo  OFFICBB — the  Mayof. 
Patroh — MarCjtiis  of  NortbamptoD,  one  mem» 
ber. 

POLITICAL   CUARACXKB. 

This  town  presents  us  with  the  most  violent 
contest  for  aristoicratic  pre-eminence  that  has  taken 
place  for  the  last  century. 

It  happened  at  the  general  election  in  1768, 
when  tbe  present  Sir  George  Osborne,  hart.,  was 
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The  effects  of  thi^  struggle  were  of  such  a  ten- 
dency to  the  parties  embarked  in  it,  as  to  cause 
the  estates  of  the  Earl  of  Halifax,  to  be  sold  soon 
after  his  death  for  the  benefit  of  his  creditors ;  the 
Earl  of  Northampton  to  live  out  of  his  native 
country;  and  the  fortune  of  Earl  Spencer  to  be 
considerably  hurt.  The  enormous  expenses  with 
which  this  paroxism  for  power  was  accompanied, 
have  since  permitted  the  independent  party  to 
exercise  their  right  in  the  election  of .  one  repre- 
sentative. 

The  right  of  election  in  this  town  being  in  the 
inhabitant  householders,  such  of  them  as  receive 
an  annual  donation  distributed. at  Christmas  are, 
by  a  special  resolution  of  the  House,  disqualified 
from  voting.  This  resolution  is  not  only  repug- 
nant to  the  spirit  of  what  may  be  called  the, pre- 
sent conunon  law  of  the  committees,  but  expressly 
contrary  to  the  decision  on  the  Bedford  petitions 
in  1775  and  179S  ;  when  it  was  determined,  that 
persons  receiving  charitjf  were  not  thereby  dis- 
abled from  voting,  but  that  receiving  A/ms  was  a 
disqualification.  By  this  we  are  .to  understand, 
that  the  words  alms  and  charity  are  not  synoni- 
mous. . 

CONTRARY    DEXERMINJITIQKS. 

In  the  case  of  Aylesbury,  98th  January,  1698-9, 
it  was  resolved,  that  all  jpersons  receiving  a/tM 
within  the  borough  of  Aylesbury,  pursuant  to  the 
will  of  Mr.  Bedford,  or  any  other  persons  receiving 
any  othit  charity  annually  diitributed  within  the 
said  town,  are,  in  respect  thereof,  disabled  to  vote 
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in  Ike  ekction  of  bufgenet  to  serve  ia  ParlU- 
nent. 

Dec  4.  1706.  In  tb«  ewe  of  the  borough  of 
Readrag,  it  was  rMotred,  That  such  peraona  aa 
hare,  within  too  yrats  last,  receiTed  Kendrid^t 
tkantyt'xitajiy  other  mmmutU  ekarilif,  hare  do  right 
ttt  fotB  IB  the  election  of  burgesses  to  aerre  in 
Parlapent. 

'  In  thp  Corentry  case,  February  94,  1701-3*  it 
was  lesalved.  That  the  Freemea  of  Corentry,  re- 
ceiving aims  or  charity,  have  no  right  to  vote  in 
the  election  <tf  citisens  to  serve  id  Parliament. 

Id  1690*  tha  Hoaae  of  Commons  resolved.  That 
oAnf  meant  only  pariah  r^irf;.  and  in  the  case  of 
Sattdwiob,th«SlBtofOctDbarUieaameyear,itwas 
especially  agreed  by  the  committee,  that  the  free- 
mMi  of  the  port  of  Sandwich  iohabitieg  within  the 
said  port,  aUhaugk  lAejf  reeeive  oiau,  have  a  right 
to  vote.  To  reconcile  these  contradictory  lesolu- 
tioas,  no  other  remedy  can  be  adopted  but  that  of 
a  ^lain  and  simple  parlimmdnttry  n/orm/  Every 
question  of  election  right  being,  under  theprutnt 
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cfaise.  Tbe  questions  then .  respectiog  residence 
and  noa^residence,  fireemeii  obtaining  their  exclu* 
sive  rights  by  private  favour  or  purciiase»  jand  the 
endless  train  of  abuses  and  impositions  to  which 
the  House  of  Commons  and  tbe  public  are  at  pre- 
sent liable,  would  be  removed. 

The  corporation  of  this  town  is  in  the  interest 
of  tbe  Marquis  of  Northampton^  who  is  their  re- 
corder^  and  has  the  influence  of  nominating  one 
Qf  tbeir  membeis. 


PETERBOROUGH  CITY, 

Peterborough,  a  city  in  tbe  hundred  of  Nas* 
saburgh,  or  Peterborough  liberties,:  Northampton, 
^i  miles  from  Stilton*  4nfd  78i  finom  London;  con- 
tain!^ 737  houses,  and.  3,449  . inhabitants,  viz. 
1, 571  males  and  1«878  foqalei,  of  whom  7S5  were 
returned  as  being  employed  in  various  trades  and 
manufactures,  and  IV 1  in  agriculture.  This  city 
is  situated  on  the  northern  side  of  the  river  Nen, 
on  the  borders  of  Huntingdonshire,  its  ancient 
name  being  Medesbamsted.  There  if  only  one 
parish  church,  exclusive  of  the  cathedral,  which 
contains  nothing;  remwrkable.  Many  of  tho  build«- 
ii^  are  extremely  neat,  and  tbe  sifeets  regular; 
near  the  cathedral  |s  a  good  market^hoose,  over 
>vhich  are  held  the  assimt  end  sessions  for  the 
liundred.  Tbe  trade  in  com  end  timber  is  very 
considerable,  and  tbe  stocking  manufacture  is  car- 
ried on  here  to  great  extent*-  This  is  reckoned  the 
least  city  and  the  poorest  bishopric  in  England.  The 
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market  oD 'Saturday  is  very  plentifully  supplied. 
Fairs,  roth  July  for  cloth,  cattle,  and  pedlary^  and 
on  the  Sd  and  3rd  October. 

BXPBBSKKTATITB  HISTOBY. 

This  city  first  sent  members  to  Parliament  id 
tbe  year  154,7,  Edwaitl  VI. 

Pbtitioms,  &c.  Nov.  8,  1667.  Sergeant 
CbarletoD  reported  the  case  between  Sir  Vere  Fane 
and  Lord  Fitzwtlliam,  touching  the  election  for 
this  city,  that  Lord  Fitzwilliam,  having  the  ma- 
jority of  votes  fix>m  tbe  iohabitsnta,  paying  scot 
and  lot.  was  duly  elected,  and  ought  to  sit,  and 
that  the  bailiff  had  made  an  undue  return ;  to 
wbicfa  tbe  Hbuse  agreed  ;  whereon 

"  Tbe  bailiff  being  called  in,  and  kneeling  at 
the  bar,  he  acknowl«]ged  bis  offence,  stating  that 
he  did  it  through  ignorance,  and  receiving  tbe  re- 
proof of  tbe  House  iirom  Mr.  Speaker,  be  was  dis- 
charged/*- ' 

May  30,  l68d.  A  petition  of  the  dean  and 
chapter  of  Peterborough  touchir 
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Dec.  5,  1710.  A  petitipn  of  the  deao  and  pre* 
bendaritt  of  the  cathedn^l  church  of  Peterborough 
against  the  return  of  Mr.  EitzwiUiam  and  Mr. 
Parker. 

A  petition  of  the  Hop,  $idney  Woftley,  alia9 
Montague,  esq.,  against  the  same  return. 

No  determination  appears. 

Sir  Edward  O'Brien,  hart.,  having  been  found 
not  duly  returned,  had  leave  to  petition,  which  he 
did;  and  upon  hearing.  May  IS,  1798,ttbe  House 
resolved,  **  That  Sidney  Wort  ley,  esq^  lately  de- 
ceased, was  duly  elected.''.,  A  new  writ  ordered 
May  14. 

In  1774*  James  Phipps,  esq.,  petitioned  against  ^||^»» 
the  return  of '  MrttheW  Wyldbore,  esq.     A  com- 03-^7.' 
mittee  to  fak^,;this  case  into  con&ijderation  was 

« 

chosen  Nov.  2%^  177^*  The  only  enquiry  was, 
whether  the  sitting  member. cmt  petitioner  had  the 
majority  of  l^^I  vptes  ?  The  numbers  on  the  poll, 
as  deliverj^d  in  by  the  returning. officer,  were, 

For  M.  Wyldbore,  esq 219 

,    J.  Phipps,  esq. SIS 

On  the  S7th  of  November*  it  was  determined, 
that  the  sitting  member  was  duly  elected. 

COBPORATION. 

None. 

RIGHT  OF  ELECTION. 

June  16,  1701.  Agreed,  that  the  right  wa3,in 
the  Inhabitants  paying  scot  and  lot. 

April  9,  17S8.  The  execution  of  the  precept 
for  electing  citizens  to  serve  in  Parliament,  and  the 
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making  the  return  thereof,  are  in  the  Bailiff  of  the 
said  city,  appointed  by  the  dean  and  chapter  of 
the  cathedral  church  of  Petcrboroagh. 

May  13,  1738.  The  right  of  electing  citizens 
to  serve  in  Parliament  for  the  city  of  Peterborough, 
is  in  the  Inhabitants  within  the  precincts  of  the 
minster,  being  househotders  not  receiving  alms, 
and  other  the  inhabitants  of  the  said  city,  paying 
■tcot  and  lot. 

Ndhbkk  op  totess— 400. 

RsTURNiNO  officer — the  Steward,  appointed 
hy  the  dean  and  chapter. 

Patron— Earl  Fitzwilliam. 

POLITICAL  CHAEAOtKE. 

This  city  has  a  peculiar  jurisdiction,  indepen- 
dent of  the  county  of  Northampton,  which  extends 
over  tliirty-two  towns  and  hamleta,  in  which  the 
civil  magistrates  ere  appointed  by  royal  commis- 
sion, and  are  vested  with  the  saine  power  as  the 
judges  of  assize. 

The  liberty  of  the  Tower  Hamlets,  in  the  county 
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privilege  to  the  inhabitants  within  the  precincts  of 
the  minster,  and  the  other  inhabitants  of  the  city 
alone,  being  householders,  not  receiving  alms,  and 
paying  scot  and  lot. 

The  liberty  of  the  Tower  Hamlets,  indeed,  is 
altogether  without  representation,  though  it  em« 
br^ices  the  populous  and  opulent  manufacturing 
district  of  SpitaKfields ;  and^xtends  from  the  bor- 
ders of  the  city  of  Londqp,  in  Whitechapel,  to 
Stratford,  in  the  county  of  JBsseif;  yet,  like  this 
liberty,  it  Jias  all  the  other  loc^  disdnctious  of  a 
separate  couoty,  and  each  has  a  lord<*lieu tenant 
and  a  militia  4ifff  rent  from  those  of  the  counties 
of  Middlesex  and  Northampton,  in  which  they  are 
situated. 

Earl  FitzwiUiam,  the  piresent  lord-lieutenant  of 
Peterborough  liberty,  possesses  the  parliamentary 
patronage  of  this,  city,  which  he  conunands  with 
as  much  ^ase  as  that  of  bis  burgage-tenures  at 
Mai  ton,  and  hi»  corporation  at  Highaip  Ferrani. 
The  dean  and.  cbfapter  of  the  qatbedral  appoint,  the 
returning  officer. 

There  being  neither  mayor,  recorder,  nor  cor- 
poration in  this  city,  the  steward  or  bailiff  of  the 
chapter  officiates  as  sheriff  at  elections,  and  makes 
the  return  of  its  members. 


COUNTIES,  QTICS,  AND  SOROUGIIS, 


BRACKLEY. 

'  Bracklbt,  a  borough  and  market-town  in  the 
hundred  of  King  Sutton,  Northampton,  Bcven 
miles  from  Buckingham,  and  63}  from  London. 
It  Btands  00  the  bordert  of  Bucks,  from  which  it 
is  divided  by  the  branches  of  the  Ouze.  This  is. 
one  of  the  oldest  boroughs  in  England,  and  many 
remains  of  its  former  greatness  are  still  observable. 
When  knight-errantry  was  carried  on  in  this  king- 
dom, it  was  cel^>rat«l  for  the  tilts  and  tourna- 
ments held  here.  It  had  once  a  very  great  trade 
in  wool.  It  contains  956  houses  and  1,490  inha- 
bitants, of  whom  618  were  returned  as  being  em- 
ployed in  trade  aad  manufactures.  It  has  a  very 
handsome  market-hall,  with  a  market,  well  sup- 
plied, on  Wednesdays,  and  four  fairs,  on  the  9d 
Wednesday  in  April,  the  Wednesday  after  June 
38th,  and  the  Wednesday  before  10th  October  and 
1 1th  December. 
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18  duly  elected,  and  ought  to  sit  in  the  House;'' 
to  which  the  House  agreed. 

Dec.  17)  1698.  A  petition  of  Harry  Moredaunt, 
esq.,  was  read,  setting  forth,  that,  at  the  late  elec- 
tion of  burgesses  to  serve  in  Parliamept  for  this 
borough,  the  petitioner,  Charles  E^rton,  esq.,  and 
Sir  John  Aubery,  were  candidates :  that  Sir  John 
Aubery,  by '  contracts,  bribes,  and  other  illegal 
practices,  has  procured  himself  to  be  returned. 
This  petition  was  never  beards 
Dec.  1,  1710.    A  petition  of  John  Buigh,  ttq.^ 
was  read,  shewing,  that  at  the  election  of  hnt-^ 
gesses  to  serve  in  Parliament  for  this  borough,  the 
petitioner,  and  Charles  Egertonand  William  Eger-> 
ton,  esqrs.,  were  candidates ;  and  the  petitioner 
and  William  Egerton  were  duly  chosen,  and  ought 
to  have  been  returned  ;  but  one  William  Thonger 
having  by  indirect  practices  got  the  precept,  gave 
it  to  Richard  Watts,  who  was  not  the  legal  mayor 
of  the  said  borough;  yet  Francis  Neal^  the  steward 
of  the  said  borough,  swore  him  as  such,  and  re- 
fused to  swear  Mr.  William  Mason,  who  was  ^uly 
elected  mayor  on  theSd  of  October  last;  and  Watts 
taking  upon  him  the  execution  of  the  preceptj  aiid 
by  bribery  and  other  undue  practices  of  the  s^id 
Charles  Egerton,  Watts,  Neal,  and  other  ^ejLtSf 
the  said  Charles  Egerton.  has  procured  himself  to 
be  returned,  with  the  said  William  Egerton,  in 
wrong  of  the  petitioner,  and  praying,  &c.  The  poll 
was-i- 

For  Mr.  Egerton 17 

Mr.  Burgh 16 

As  to  bribery,  Thomas  Durrant  said  he  had 
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been  offered  ten  guineas  by  Mr.  Price,  and  five 
pounds  by  Mr.  Frewen,  for  bis  vote  for  &  common- 
councilman,  and  the  same  for  Mr.  Burgh;  but  that 
be  bad  refused  both,  and  voted  for  Mr.  E^ertoa. 

Elizabeth  Watts  nid,  after  the  writs  were  out, 
Mr.  Frewen  offered  a  treat  at  her  house,  or  any 
thing  else,  if  her  husband  would  vote  for  Mr. 
BuTgh ;  and  three  weeks  before  the  election, 
Welshman  ofiered  Hilton  to  pay  a  debt  of  eight 
pounds  if  he  would  be  for  Mr.  Burgh. 

Resolved  :  "  That  Charles  Egerton,  esq.,  is  not 
duly  elected." 

Resolved :  "  That  John  Burgh  is  duty  elected." 

March  S,  1713.  A  petition  of  John  Burgh,  esq., 
was  read,  shewing,  that  on  the  S7th  of  August, 
1719,  at  the  election  for  this  borough,  the  peti- 
tioner,  Henry  Watkina,  the  Hon.  William  Egerton, 
and  Paul  Metbuen,  esq.,  were  candidates,  but  by 
means  of  bribery,  &c.,  and  at  the  instigation  of  a 
peer  of  the  realm,  William  Egerton  and  Paul  Me- 
thuen,  esqra.,  are  unduly  returned  ;  also, 

A  petition  of  Henry  Watkins,  esq.,  to  the  same 
effect,  and  almost  in  the  same  words,  was  read. 


BRACKLEY.  .  .  §91 

Resolved  :  ^'  That  Paul  Methuen,  esq.,  is  duly 
elected.** 

.    Resolved :    *^  That  William  Egerton,  esq.,  is 
duly  elected.** 

The  first  resolution  being  read  twice,  an  amend-* 
ment  was  made,  by  leaving  out  the  words,  **  re- 
siding in  the  said  borough/*  and  the  House  re* 
solved, 

**  That  the  right  of  election  of  members  to  serve 
in  Parliament  for  this  borough  is  in  the  mayor^ 
aldermen,  and  buigesses  of  the  said  borough.*' 

The  second  resolution  being  read  a  second  time, 
was  disagreed  to  by  the  House. 

The  third  resolution  being  read  a  second  time^ 
was  also  disagreed  to  by  the  House. 

Resolved :  *^  That  John  Burgh,  esq.,  is  duly 
elected.** 

CORPORATION. 

This  consists  of  a  mayor,  six  aldermen,  and  96 
burgesses. 

RIGHT  OF  ELECTION 

In  the  Corporation  only,  whether  they  reside  in 
or  out  of  the  borough. 

Number  of  voTSRS-^dd. 

Returning  officer — the  Mayor. 

Patrons — Marquis  of  Stafford  and  Earl  of 
Bri(^water« 

POLITICAL  CHARACTER. 

This  corporation  appears  to  have  been  under 
the  influence  of  the  Bridgewater  family  ever  since 
the  year  1695,  and  is  still  under  the  same  patron- 
age. 

U  2 
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HIGHAM  FERRERS. 

HiGHAH  Ferebrs,  a  borough,  market-town, 
and  parish  in  the  hundred  of  Higham  Fenerat 
Northampton,  \s  miles  from  Bedford,  and  64  from 
London ;  containing  195  bouses  and  7S6  inhabit- 
ants. This  town  is  situated  on  a  rocky  elevated 
ground,  abounding  with  springs.  The  market  is 
on  Saturday,  and  ftirs  on  February  6,  March  7, 
May  S,  June  98,  August  5,  October  10,  and  the 
Thursday  before  December  17. 

KBPEK^BNTATITB   HISTOBV. 

Thia  was  not  a  borough  in  the  38th  of  Henry 
the  Sixth,  but  was  then  the  King's  manor:  and  in 
the  9d  and  3d  of  Pbilip  and  Mary,  it  was  incor- 
porated, and  made  one,  and  has  returned  one  mem-, 
ber  to  Parliament  ever  since. 

Petitions,  &c.  May  16,  1660.  Mr.  Turner 
reported  from  the  Committee  of  Privileges  and 
Elections  the  case  upon  the  double  return  for 
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May  93,  1683.  A  petition  of  Sir  Matthew 
Dudley,  bart.,  complaining  of  the  undue  return  of 
Sir  Lewis  Palmer. 

No  report. 

Feb.  36,  1700.  A  petition  of  Thomas  Andrews, 
esq.,  i^inst  the  return  of  Thomas  EkinSi  esq; 

No  report. 
•  Oct.  94,  1709.   A  petition  of  the  Hon.  Thomas 
Wentworth,  esq.,  against  Thomas  Pemberton,  esq. 

Jan.  98,   1703.     Mr.  Bromley  reported,  That 
upon  the  poll  the  numbers  were 

For  the  petitioner  .........  43 

For  the  sitting  member  ...  .51 

The  petitioner's  counsel  stated  the  right  of  elec- 
tion to  be  ^'  in  the  mayor,  aldermen,  and  burgesses 
at  large  ;'*  and  the  sitting  member's  counsel  in- 
sisted **  that  the  freemen  ought  to  be  house- 
holders.'' 

Resolved:  '^  That  the  right  of  electing  a  burghs 
to  serve  in  Parliament  for  this  bort>Ugh  is  in  the 
mayor,  aldermen,  burgesses,  and  freemen,  being 
householders  not  receiving  alms." 

Mr.  Pemberton's  counsel  alleged  they  could 
takeoff  from  Mr.  Wentworth's  poll;  but  the  ma- 
jority was  clearly  with  them,  and  therefore  they 
waved  it,  and  only  called  witnesses  to  indirect 
practices. 

Freemen  and  Richards  said.  Lord  Aockingham, 
about  thirteen  or  fourteen  years  since,  promised  to 
give  50/.  towards  renewing  the  lease  of  the  poor 
estate,  which  was  after  taken  over  their  heads; 
that,  about  a  month  or  six  weeks  before  the  elec- 
tion, Mr.  Nevison,  Lord  Rockingham's  steward, 
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brought  the  30/.  to  buy  a  piece  of  land,  to  be  set- 
tled to  the  use  of  the  poor;  that  be  sent  to  wvenl 
persons  to  his  ion,  shewed  the  money,  and  sakl 
what  it  was  designed  for;  but  being  told  he  could 
not  purchase  any  such  piece  of  land*  he  cdiried 
the  money  back  agaip.  It  was  owned  that  Mt. 
Elkins  said  several  times  be  would  engage  for  it; 
and  Mr.  NeyjisoD  said,  wjien  he  brought  it,  it  was 
not  on  account  of  the  election ;  and  be  carried  it 
to  Mr.  Peqiberton's  house,  and  enquired  if  he 
would  sell  bim  a  piece  of  land  for  thqt  purpose. 

Anne  Jervoise  ^nd Draper  said,  Mr.  Went- 

wortb's  bailiff  gave  two  shillings  and  six-pence  to 
each  of  them,  to  engage  th^m  to  get  their  husbands* 
rotes  for  Mr.  Weqtworth  ;  and  Woodley,  Under- 
wood, and  Freeman,  were  tbere ;  but  thesedenied  the 
matter^  but  owned  Mr.  Wentworth  bad  given  30i. 
to  the  poor,  who  were  not  voters,  to  be  distributed 
by  twelve-pence  and  six-pence  to  each. 

Resolved,  '*  That  Thomas  Pemberton,  esq.,  is 
^uly  elected. 

CORFOBATION 

Consists  of  { 
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POLITICAL   CHARACTSR. 

This  boioagh  is  the  property  of  Earl  Fitzwil- 
liam,  mod  his  lordship's  ancestors  have  nominated 
the  member  ever  since  the  determination  of  the 
last  petition  in  1709.  The  only  thing  remarkable 
in  thSie  proprietary  boroughs  iS)  that  all  those,  of 
such  a  description,  have  become  so  since  the  res- 
toration of  Charles  IL,  and  that  they  are  now 
become  so  numerous  as  to  deprive  the  people  of 
the  whole  United  Kingdom,  of  all  share  in  what 
is  called  representation,  as  the  members  for  these 
boroughs,  and  those  under  the  immediate  influence 
of  individual  peers,  and  interested  patrons,  amount 
to  three  parts  in  four  of  the  members  composing 
our  present  House  of  Commons. 


NORTHUMBERLAND. 

Northumberland,  a  county  in  the  north  of 
England,  is  bounded  on  the  east  by  the  German 
ocean,  on  the  south  by  the  county  of  Durham,  on 
the  west  by  the  counties  of  Roxburgh,  in  Scot- 
land, and  Cumberland,  and  on  the  north  by  Ber- 
wickshire, in  Scotland.  Its  greatest  length  from 
north  to  south  is  64  miles,  and  breadth  48,  and 
contains  1 ,980  square  miled,  which  may  be  divided 
into  lands  that  are,  or  may  be,  cultivated  by  the 
plough  817)300  acres,  and  mountainous  districts, 
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improper  for  tillage,  4j0,000  acres,  making,  in  the 
wbole,  1,967,300  acr«8.  It  is  divided  into  six 
vards,  viz.  Tindal,  Coquetdalc,  Glendale,  Bam- 
borough,  Morpetfa,  aod  Caetle  ward.  According 
to  the  returns  made  to  the  House  of  Commona 
under  the  Population  Act,  this  county  contained 
96,518  inhabited  houses,  35.503  families,  MT.lOt 
persons,  of  whom  73,357  were  males  and  S3,7** 
females;  93,190  were  stated  to  be  employed  in 
agriculture,  and  95,738  in  trades  and  manufactures. 
Nortbumberland  is  described  as  cootaiuing  1,809 
square  statute  milea,  equal  to  1,157)760  statute 
acres ;  the  number  of  inhabitants  on  each  square 
mite,  of  640  acres,  87 ;  and  the  total  number 
of  persons  157,383.  Coal  is  found  in  abun^ 
dance  through  the  greatest  part  of  this  county, 
particularly  in  the  lower  district;  in  the  south- 
east quarter,  it  is  of  the  best  quality,  where  are 
also  the  most  numerous  and  thickest  seams  from 
which  those  vast  quantities  are  exporlsd  which 
supply  the  great  consumption  of  the  Londoq 
market,  as  well  as  the  coasting  and  fm«ign  trade. 
The  coal  trade  is  the  foundation  of  the  commerce 
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abounds  lararioua  parts  of  the  county.  Lead 
ore  is  found  in  the  mountainous  districts  on  the 
south-west  part  of  the  .county,  and  zinc  is  found 
in  great  abundance,  imbedded  with  the  spar,  in 
most  of  the  veins  producing  lead  ore.  Iron  ore 
is  obtained  in  many  parts  of  the  county,  and  of 
late  years  the  convenience  of  shipping  it  at  Holy 
Island  has  induced  the  Carron  Company  to  have 
considerable  quantities  from  thence.  The  prin- 
cipal rivers  are  the  Tyne,  Blyth,  Wansbeck,  Co- 
quet, Aln,  and  the  Tweed.  The  Tyne  and  Tweed 
have  long  been  celebrated  for  their  salmon  fishe- 
ries ;  and  nearly  the  whole  of  the  salmon  caught 
are  sent  to  London.  The  coasts  are  rich  in  cod, 
ling,  turbot,  soles,  place,  whitings,  &c.  The 
market  towns  in  Northumberland,  are  Newcastle, 
Hexham,  Belford,  Morpeth,  Wooler^  Rothbury, 
Allendale,  Alnwick,  and  Berwick.  This  county 
sends  eight  members  to  Parliament,  viz.  two  for 
the  county,  two  for  Newcastle,  two  for  Mor- 
peth, and  two  for  Berwick.  The  total  of  money 
raised  in  Northumberland  for  the  maintenance  of 
the  poor  in  1803,  was  66,106/.  at  the  rate  of 
1^.  Sid.  in  the  pound.  The  amount  of  the  assess- 
ment of  this  county  under  the  property-tax  act 
in  1806,  was  1,966,334/.  In^  this  county  there 
are  no  canals.  Its  commerce  is  derived  principally 
trom  the  coal  trade ;  the  principal  exports  are 
coals,  lead,  lead-shot,  wrought  iron,  grindstones, 
pottery,  glass,  &c.  It  is  not  distinguished  by  any 
staple  manufactures;  the  principal  are  derived 
from,  or  connected  with,  the  coal  trade  and  mines; 
as  ship-building,  roperies,  forges,  founderies,  cop^ 
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pflfai,  coal-tar,  soda,  white-lead,  potteries,  glass- 
works,  &c.  Under  the  heptarchy  this  eouoty 
ivas  part  of  the  kingdom  of  Northumberland, 
which  comprehended  all  the  country  between  the 
two  seas,  north  of  the  Humber  to  the  Frith  of 
Edinburgh.  It  was  goTemed  by  earls  till  soob 
after  the  conquest,  when  it  had  a  distinct  sheriff, 
and  was  divided  into  baronies,  and  those  again 
into  waids.  It  is  now  included  in  tbe  northern 
circuit,  in  the  province  of  York,  and  in  the  dio- 
cese of  Durham.  The  average  scale  of  mortality 
in  this  county  for  10  years  appears  to  have  been 
as  0D8  to  60i  of  the  existing  population. 

REPEKSSIITATIVX    HI8T0BY. 

We  apprehend  it  had  summons  for  knights  of 

the  shire  in  the  S9d  of  Edward  I.,  the  time  of  the 

^  g«ieral  writ  to  counties :  but  Mr.  Piynne,  in  his 

list,  takes  notice  of  its  first  return  in  the  96th  of 

that  king. 

Upon  the  death  of  tbe  eldest  son  of  the  Earl  t^ 
Bedford,  Sir  Francis  Ruaaell,  his  next  brother,  be- 
came  eldest  son  ;    and  a  question  arose,  whether 
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Petitions,  Ac.  Jan.  7th,  1701.  A  petition 
of  Bartram  Stote,  esq.,  waa  read,  sfaewing  that,  at 
the  election  of  members  to  serve  in  this  Parliament 
for  this  county.  Sir  Francis  Blake^  the  petitioner^ 
and  William  Lorrain,  esq.,  were  candidates ;  and 
the  petitioner  was  duly  elected,  and  ought  to  have 
been  returned,  one  of  the  knights  of  the  shire  fw 
the  said  county ;  but  many  unqualified  persons 
were  permitted  to  poll  against  the  petitioner ;  and, 
by  the  illegal  practices  of  Mr.  Lorrain  and  his 
agents,  as  also  by  the  high-sheriff,  Mr.  Lorrain  is 
unduly  returned  in  prejudice  of  the  petitioner. 

No  repott  appears. 

Dec.  5,  1710.  A  petition  of  William  Ogle,  of 
Cawsey  park  in  this  county,  esq.,  was  read,  shew- 
ing that,  at  the  last  election  for  knights  of  the 
shire,  to  serve  in  this  Parliament  for  this  county, 
the  Right  Hon.  Algernon,  Earl  of  Hertford,  Tho- 
mas Forster,  esq.,  and  the  petitioner  were  candi- 
dates ;  that  the  agents  of  the  said  earl,  by  bribes, 
treats,  and  threats,  procured  many  voices  at  the 
election,  and  thereby  hindered  and  deterred  many 
who  would  have  voted  for  the  petitioner  ;  and  by 
these  means  the  said  earl  obtained  a  majority 
of  the  petitioner  upon  the  poll  books,  and  is  re- 
turned in  prejudice  of  the  petitioner. 

Feb.  17,  1711.  Ordered:  "That  Mr.  Ogle 
have  leave  to  withdraw  his  said  petition.'' 

Jan.  10,  1715.  Resolved:  "That  Thomas 
Forster,  jun.,  esq.,  being  taken  in  the  rebellion, 
bearing  arms  against  his  majesty,  be  expelled  this 
House.*' 

March  5.    A  petition  of  Oley  Douglass,  esq.. 
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wu  read,  shewing,  that  Fraacis  Delaval,  esq.>  and 
the  petitioner,  were  candidates  at  the  late  election 
for  this  county,  in  the  room  of  Thomas  Forster, 
esq. ;  and  that  the  said  Frances  Delaval  is  returned 
by  the  sheriff  of  the  said  county;  although  not 
duly  quaiiBed  to  be  chosen  or  serve  as  a  knight  ' 
of  the  shire  according  to  the  intent  and  true 
meaning  of  a  late  act  of  parliament,  intitled,  "  An 
"  act  for  securing  the  freedom  of  Parliament  by 
*.'  the  further,  qualifying  of  members  to  sit  in  the 
*'  House  of  Commons  ;*'  that  the  petitioner  being 
duly  qualified  at  the  time  of  the  said  election, 
ought  tp  hare  been  returned. 

May  30,  1717.  Resolved :  "  That  Francis  De- 
laval, esq.,  is  duly  elected  a  knight  of  the  shire 
to  serve  in  this  present  Parliament  for  this  county.'' 

Apiil  6,  17S3.  A  petition  of  Ralph  Jenison, 
esq.,  was  read,  shewing,  that  a  writ  having  been 
lately  ordered  and  issued  for  the  electing  of  a 
knigbtof  the  shire  to  serve  in  Parliament  for  this 
county,  in  the  room  of  the  Right  Hod.  Alger- 
non Seymour,  commoDly  called  Earl  of  Hertford, 
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of  votes  for  the  said  Mr.  Wrigbtson  than  for  the 
petitioner,  by  reason  of  such  indirect  ways  and 
means  as  aforesaid,  the  said  Mr.  Wrigbtson  hath 
been  returned  by  the  bigb-sheriff  of  the  said 
county  as  duly  elected,  to  the  great  wrong  and 
injury  of  the  petitioner. 

April  16,  17S4;  Reported :  ''  That  the  com- 
mittee have  examined  the  merits  of  the  said  elec- 
tion.'^ 

**  That  the  poll  was 

For  Mr.  Wrigbtson 997 

The  Petitioner ; ...  963 

Resolved :  '^  That  William  Wrigbtson,  esq.,  is 
not  duly  elected  a  knight  of  the  shire  to  serve  in 
the  present  Parliament  for  this  county." 

Resolved :  ^*  That  Ralph  Jenison,  esq.,  is  duly 
elected  a  knight  of  the  shire  to  serve  in  this  pre- 
sent Parliament  for  tbi^  county.'' 

POLITICAL  CHARACTER. 

The  balance  between  aristocracy  and  indepen* 
dence  is  nearly  even  in  this  county.  The  interest 
of  the  Duk^  of  Northumberland  has  been  so  power- 
ful, as  to  return  one  of  the  members,  and  in  1774, 
he  attempted  to  bring  in  both  ;  in  this  he  was  op- 
posed by  Sir  William  Middleton,  one  of  the  late 
representatives,  who,  assisted  by  the  independent 
yeomen  and  gentlemen,  finally  obtained  a  victory, 
and  was  accordingly  seated. 

Charles  Grey,  esq.,  afterwards  Lord  Viscount 
Howicky  and  now  |larl  Grey,  represented  this 
county  in  six  successive  Parliaments,  and  was 
succeeded  in   1807  by  Earl  Percy,  and  on  his 
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being  BUiiunoD«d  to  the  House  of  Peen,  in  1819, 
Sir  Charies  Miles  Lambert  Monck,  sod  of  the 
late  Sir  William  Middleton,  was  chosen. 

This  county  lyiog  on  the  borders  of  Scotland^ 
whose  inhabitants  often  made  inroads  into  it, 
partly  for  conquest,  and  partly  for  pillage,  it  was 
at  length  found  necessary  to  constitute  particular 
governors  to  guard  and  defend  the  borders ;  and  . 
these  were  called  lords  of  the  East,  West,  and 
Middle  Marches.  At  the  same  time,  every  man 
who  posaesaed  great  wealth,  found  himself  obliged 
to  provide  a  castle  for  his  own  safety  and  defence. 


NEWCASTLE-UPON-TYNE. 

Newcastle,  or  NEwcAaTLB-upoH-TTVB,  is 
a  borough  and  market-town  inCastle  ward,  Not- 
thumberlaod,  14  miles  fh>m  Durham,  on  the  road 
to  Edinburgh,  976  from  London,  by  Durham,  and 
989  by  Sunderland.  It  consists  of  four  parishes, 
coDUiningd,l€S  houses  and  98,366  inhabitants, 
viz.  19,369  males  and  15,997  females,  of  whom 
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and  which  name  it  bore  till  the  time  of  the  Nor- 
man invasion,  when  it  took  the  name  of  New- 
castle, from  a  castle  erected  here  by  Robert,  eldest ' 
son  of  William  I.,  as  a  check  upon  the  S<^t8.     In 
the  reign  of  Edward  III.  the  town  was  surrounded 
by  a  strong  wall  more  than  two  miles  in  circum- 
ference, it  was  defended  by  several  towers  and 
had  seven  gates.    In  1 135,  it  was  taken  by  David 
I.  king  of  Scotland,  but  was  sooa  after  restored  to 
King  Stephen,  and  in   1644  was  taken  by  storm 
by  the  Scottish  army,  but  the  commander,  Sir 
John  Marley  and  part  of  the  garrison  still  held 
out  for  King  Charles,  and  withdrew  to  the  castle, 
where  they  capitulated :    whereupon  the  Parlia- 
ment disfranchised  the  corporation,  and  ordered 
the  mayor  to  be  tried  by  a  court-martial.     There 
is  a  very  valuable  library  belonging  to  the  church 
of  St.  Nicholas,  in  a  room  built  for  the  purpose, 
by  Sir  Walter  Blackett.    Several  institutions  also 
for  the  promotion  of  learning  have  been  very  suc- 
cessfully carried  on,  and  it  can  boast  a  philosophical 
and  medical  society.  TheExchangeis  a  noble  build- 
ing, from  which  the  wall  of  the  town  runs  parallel 
with  the  river,  leaving  a  spacious  piece  of  ground 
before  it,  between  the  water  and  the  waU,  which 
being  well  wharfed  up>  forms  as  commodious  a  quay 
as  any  in  fipgland.    The  mayor  has  a  handsome 
mansion-house,  and  an  allowance  of  jS600  per  an- 
num.  The  liberty  of  the  corporation  extends  to  the 
gate  upon  the  bridge.    The  markets  are  on  Tues- 
day and  Saturday.    Fairs,  13th  of  August,  which 
continues  till  the  93d,  and  on  the  39th  of  October, 
which  continues  till  the  6th  of  November. 
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This  borough  hu  sent  biiigesses  to  Parliament 
from  the  39d  of  Edward  I. 

Pktitions,  &c.     March  30,  171^-      A  peti- 
tion of  James  ClaTeriog,  esq.,  i^inst  William 
Wrightson,  esq. 
No  determination. 

Pari.  7.     William  Carr.esq.,  petitioned. 
Pari.  9.     William  Carr  and  Matthew  Ridley, 
esqra.,  petitioned;  the  latter  renewed  his  petition 
in  sessions  S. 

Pari.  14.  Andrew  Robinson  Bowes,  esq.,  peti- 
tioned against  Sir  John  Trevelyan,  bart.,  but  the 
committee  found  the  sitting  member  duly  elected. 

COBPORATION. 

It  is  governed  by  a  majror,  recorder,  ten  alder- 
men,  and  a  sheriff. 

RIGHT    OF    ELECTION. 

There  is  no  resolution  of  the  House  of  Commons 
respecting  the  right  of  election,  but  it  is  admitted 
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offices,  the  insupportable  expeDte  of  bringing 
voters  iTom  dll  parts  of  the  kingdom  would  be 
avoided,  and  the  freedom  of  election  would  be 
better  secured.  The  non-resident  freeman  would 
exercise  the  same  right  at  the  place  of  his  re- 
sidence ;  which  at  present  he  is  not  called  upon 
above  once  in  6ft y  years  to  do,  owing  to  these 
insurmountable  difficulties. 


MORPETH. 

Morpeth,  a  borough,  market-town,  and  pa** 
rish  in  Morpeth  ward,  west  division,  Northum- 
berland, 15  miles  from  Newcastle,  and  993  from 
London,  on  the  north  side  of  the  river  Wensbeck  ; 
containing  413  bouses  and  S,931  inhabitants,  viz. 
1,349  malesi  and  1,609  females,  of  whom  689 
were  employed  in  trade  and  manufacture,  and  1 1 6 
in  agriculture.  In  the  year  1915,  this  town  was 
burnt  by  the  inhabitants,  out  of  revenge  to  King 
John.  The  market  is  on  Wednesday,  and  is  well 
supplied  with  live  cattle.  Fairs,  Holy  Thursday, 
and  St.  Magdalen's  day. 

BKPRESSNTATIVB  HISTORY. 

It  was  first  represented  in  Parliament  in  1553. 

Petitions,  &c.  Feb.  7?  1690.  A  petition 
against  the  return  of  Alexander  Nowell,  esq. 

—  8.  Resolved  :  **  That  his  return  is  void." 

Nov.  94,  1695.  A  petition  of  Henry  Lumley, 
esq,,  was  read,  shewing,  that  George  Nicholls, 
esq.y  and  the  petitioner  were  duly  chosen  bur- 
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gesaea  to  serve  is  this  PaTliaincQt  for  tfaia  borough, 
yetooaofthe  preteDded  bailiffs  of  the  aaid  bo- 
rough bad  returned  the  said  Mr.  Nicholls,  aod  Sir 
Henry  BelUsyae,  id  prejudice  of  the  pctitioner'a 
rigbt. 

March  9,  1G96.  Colonel  Granville  repcwted 
Mpon  the  said  petition. 

The  poll  was, 

For  Mr.  Nicboll 90 

Sir  Henry  Bellasyse.  ...51 
The  petitioner 39 

That  Mr.  Nicholls  was  agreed  to  be  duly 
elcotad. 

Rescived,  ••  TbM  Sir  Henry  Bellasyse  is  duly 
elected." 

M«rcb5,  1713.  A  petition  of  several  free  bur- 
guses  and  freemen  of  this  corporation  town* 
against  Alexander  Douglass,  esq.,  as  guilty  of  oo- 
torious  bribery. 

No  detccmination. 

March  dl,  I7M.  A  petition  of  Oley  DouglMS 
Vaa  read ;  shewing,  that  Lord  Morpeth^  Lord  Vis- 
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veral  free  bm^esses  having  recording  to  th(^  usual 
cusjtom  legally  demanded  tbeir  freedom,  and  did 
severally  tender  their  votes  for  the  petitioner,  but 
were  reacted  by  the  bailiffs. 

April  20,  1716.     Petition  withdrawn. 

Pari.  7.  Robert  Fenwick,  esq,,  petitioned. 

Ma^ob  9,  XG»5.  Hesolved,  <«  That  the  right 
of  election  is  only  An  the  Bailiflb  and  Free  Bitf-^ 
gesses. 

Pari.  13.  f rancjs  EyiPe^  494.9  petitioned,  but 
the  .cpmrniltee  fouqd  ^he  aitli^g  meiaberB  duly 
ejected. 

At  the  general  election  in  1974,  Francis  Eyve, 
esq.,  and  Thomas  Charles  Bigge,  esq.,  were  can^^ 
didates  in  opposition  to  the  Hon.  William  Byron, 
who  was  cousin,  and  Peter  Delme,  esq.,  who  was 
brother-in-law  to  the  Earl  of  Carlisle.  On  the 
da^  of  electimi,  and  after  fcfae  dose  of  the  poU^ 
tlM^se  g^fftleiAen  having  tbe  inqority  of  votes^ 
i\greeable  to  the  poll  takien  hf  the  bailiffs,  the  po- 
pulace, by  threats  and  violence,  compelled  the  re^ 
turning '  officers  [to  aign  a  return  of  Mr.  Eyre^  in-> 
stead  of  the  Hon.  tWilliam  Byron,  under  a  pre- 
ti^ce  th^t  liiey  )ittd  rejected  many  legal  vot^  for 
Mr.  Eyre,  which  would  have  given  him  a  majority 
upon  the  poll.  On  the  6th  of  December  follow^ 
ing,  Mr.  Byron,  and  certain  electors  in  bis  interest, 
presented  two  petitions  to  the  House  of  Commons^ 
complaining  of  the  undue  return  of  Mr.  Eyre.  A 
cowfpi^tee  w«a:^h^qpen  to  try  tbe  same  on-  the  94  th 
of  Januai^y  foUowiqgsaAd  on  ttie  &7th  of  the  same 
month,  reported  to  the  House, 
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**  That  the  booourable  William  Byron,  the  pe- 
titioDer,  ought  to  have  been  returned  a  burgess." 

At  the  same  time  an  order  was  made, 

**  That  Francis  Eyre,  and  the  freemen  and  elec- 
tors  of  the  borough  of  Morpeth,  in  the  county  of 
Northumberland,  be  at  liberty  to  petition  this 
House,  to  question  the  election  of  the  honourable 
William  Byron,  within  fourteen  days  next,  if  they 
think  fit." 

And,  on  Wednesday  the  8th  of  February,  a  pe- 
titionofMr.  Eyre  was  presented  to  the  House, 
charging  Mr.  Byrun  and  Mr.  Delme  directly  with 
Iwibery,  by  tbenueWes  and  agents ;  and  that,  by 
the  partiality  of  the  returning  officers,  in  rejecting 
the  petitioner's  votes,  and  by  other  corrupt  and 
illegal  practices,  an  apparent  migority  was  pit)- 
cured  for  the  sitting  membeiB. 

A  similar  petition  had  previously  been  prepared 
by  Mr.  Bi^^,  and  another  by  sereral  aldermen  and 
free  burgesses  of  Morpeth,  containing  the  same 
allegations. 

These  petitions  were  all  ordered  to  be  taken  into 
consideration  on  the  ISthof  July 
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RIGHT  OF  KLBCTION. 

March  9>  1694.  Is  only  in  the  Bailiffs  and 
Free  Burgesses. 

Number  op  totkrs — ^200. 

Returning  offickr — the  two  Bailiffs. 

Patrons — Earl  of  Carlisle  and  William  Ord, 
esq. 

POLITICAL   CHARACTBR. 

This  borough  was  under  the  influence  of  the 
Earl  of  Carlisle  who  is  lord  of  the  manor,  and  has 
considerable  estates  in  the  neighbourhood,  till  the 
year  1803  when  William  Ord,  esq.,  a  gentleman 
who  has  also  an  extensive  property  near  the  town 
and  who  had  been  some  years  reviving  an  old  fa- 
mily interest,  his  ancestors  having  repr^ented  it 
from  the  years  1741  to  17^4,  so  far  succeeded 
as  to  render  it  prudent  to  divide  the  political  in- 
terest, and  each  to  return  a  member. 

The  influence  has  been  established  here  by  let- 
ting the  burgesses  pastures  at  a  small,  or  nominal 
rent,  and  keeping  the  number  of  freemen  as 
low  as  possible  by  opposing  difficulties  to  their 
admission,  which  nothing  but  an  application  to  the 
court  of  King's  Bench  for  a  tnandamui  can  remove. 
This  was  the  principal  ground  of  complaint  in  the 
petition  of  1774,  and  remains  a  grievance  still  un- 
redressed. 
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PERWICK-UPON-TWEED. 

Bebwick-upon-Tweeo*  a  town,  parish,  and 
pouDty  of  itself,  although  situated  in  Northnm- 
berland,  on  the  borden  of  Scotlaod.  It  stands  SO 
fiiUes  north  of  Alnwick,  and  340  from  London,  oq 
the  north  side  of  the  Tweed,  almost  close  to  the 
8ea>  and  contains  990  bouses,  and  7*1S7  inhabit- 
»Qt»,  being  3,009  males  and  4,178  females,  of  whom 
974  were  returned  as  being  employed  in  various. 
trad^  and  manufactures.  It  is  bounded  on  the 
porth  and  east  by  a  ditch,  and  on  the  west  by  high 
walls,  fortified  and  planted  with  cannon,  to  which 
the  river  serves  as  a  moat.  The  houses  of  Ber- 
Trick  are  well  built :  the  town-house  is  handsome, 
yrith  a  lofty  turret,  having  eight  bells,  and  the 
church  is  neat.  The  bridge  over  the  Tweed  has 
6fteeQ  arches,  and  is  9^7  feet  long.  Berwick  is 
fiot  properly  in  this  county,  nor  even  ia  England, 
for  ip  acts  of  parliament,  and  in  briefs,  it  is  always 
aistinguisbed  from  EngUnd,  as  a  town  separate. 
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which  are  as  ancient  as  the  reign  of  Henry  V.  It 
exports  Vast  quantities  of  com  and  eggs  to  London, 
and  other  ports,  but  the  principal  ti^de  is  in  sal- 
mofi,  Which  is  caught  in  the  TWeed.  It  has  a 
market  Oft  Saturday  well  supplied  with  all  kinds 
of  provision. 

RkpRES&Nf  ATITE  HiStORY. 

This  borongh  being  taken  firotn  the  Scots  the 
34th  of  King  Edward  the  First,  has  belonged  to 
Brigfamd  iter  since ;  and  was  incorporated  by 
charter  S  Jac.  I.,  which  was  confirmed  by  act  of 
paritsttieint. 

The  first  fettirn  of  burgesses  to  Parliament  warf 
in^be  time  of  King  Henry  the  Eighth. 

PjatlTioAS,  &c.  Dec.  7,  1640.  It  appear^ 
there  was  a  contest,  and  that  the  election  of  Sit 
Edward  Onhdirn  for  one  of  the  burgesses  is  void. 

Jan.  19,  1664.  A  petition  of  thomas  Gray, 
esq^.,  was  read ;  also  a  petition  of  divers  tit  the 
aldermen  arid  bailiff^  on  behalf  of  themselves  atid 
the  major  p^  of  the  burgesses. 

Ordered,  <' That  the  mayor  do,  at  his  peril, 
make  his  return  of  the  electtoil  by  Saturday  next 
cotiie  se'nnight." 

Oct.  30,  1665.  Petition  of  Mr.  Grey  re- 
new^. 

Kov.  22.  Reported,  That  Mr.  CoUingwobd 
was  duly  elected. 

March  16,  1676.  A  petition  of  John  Rnsh- 
wdirth,  ^.,  against  Lotd  ViM^unt  Dunblain. 

No  detennindtiod. 
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March  19.  1678.  A  petition  of  Daniel  CoUing- 
wood,  esq.,  against  tfae  return  of  Ralph  Grey*  esq. 

No  report  appears. 

Nov.  36,  1696.  A  petition  of  Sir  Francis 
Blake,  knt^  against  the  return  of  Samuel  Ogle, 
esq.,  by  means  of  many  undue  practices  in  ad- 
milting  of  illegal  votes. 

March  7,  1696.  Colonel  Granville  reported, 
*'  That  the  right  of  election  is  in  the  Freemen  of 
Berwick." 

Resolved,  "  That  Samuel  Ogle,  esq.,  is  duly 
elected." 

Feh.  15,  I7S9.  The  House  took  into  consi- 
de^tion  the  report  of  the  committee  appointed 
to  inquire  into  the  project  commonly  called  the 
Hamburgh  Lottery,  and  all  other  foreign  lotteries, 
carrying  on  in  the  city  of  London.., 

Reaolved,  turn.  con.  *' That  it  appears  to  this 
Houae,  that  John  Lord  Viscount  Barrington,  in 
the  kingdom  of  Ireland,  and  a  member  of  this 
House,  has  been  notoriously  guilty  of  promoting, 
abetting,  and  carrying  on  the  fraudulent  uuder- 
taking,  called  Ae  Hamburgh  Lottery ,-" — also 
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petition  was  neither  frivolous  nor  vexatious,  and  a 
new  writ  was  ordered  the  following  day. 


In  the  year  176S,  Sir  John  Hussey  Delaval,  and 
Robert  Paris  Taylor,  esq.,  were  candidates  io  re* 
present  this  town  in  Parliament,  and  had  been  for- 
tunate enough  to  secure  the  major  part  of  the  re- 
sident freemen  in  their  interest,  some  time  previ- 
ous to  the  election.  The  capdidates,  however, 
who  were. in  opposition,  canvassed,  and  obtained 
the  promise  of  the  votes  of  a  great  number  of  the 
non-resident  freemen,  who  then  lived  in  London, 
and  agreed  with  a  master  of  a  ship,  that  he  should 
hire  another  vessel,  besides  his  own,  and:  convey 
these  men  down  to  Berwick  by  water.  Upon 
covenanting  to  do  this,  the  commodore  of  the 
convoy  received  two  hundred  pounds. 

Mr.  Taylor,  by  whom  we,  were  favoured  with 
this  account,  was  then  in  town,  and,  by  accident, 
heard  of  the  transaction;  upon  which  he  imme- 
diately went  in  search  of  the  admiral  of  this  elec- 
tion cargo,  whom  he  found.  He  soon  perceived 
that  this  son  of  Neptune  might,  for  a  valuable  con- 
sideration, be  induced,  not  only  to  change  his  side, 
but  also  his  course;  and,  for  twice  the  sum  which 
had  been  given  him  to  land  his  troops  at  Berwick, 
he  arrived  safe,  and  deposited  them  on  Norwegian 
territories.  By  this  manoeuvre,  Lord  Delaval  and 
Mr.  Taylor  took  possession  of  their  seats  without 
farther  expense. 
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COKrOKATION. 

By  charter  of  James  I.,  1603.  Consists  of  a 
mayor>  recorder,  one  aldenDan,  and  four  bailiflb, 
choMn  aanoally  oot  of  the  burgesses  at  large. 

BXOHT  or  BLBCTIOK. 

March  9*  169^.  lo  the  Freemen  resident  and 
aon<re8ideDt. 

NdHBEB  or  VOTERS — 600 
RBTVBKiiia  orriCBRS — the  Mayor  and  four 
Bailifis. 

POLItlCAL   CBABACTBB. 

This  IS  one  of  the  few  plate*  sending  members 
to  Parliament  that  is  called  an  open  borough,  be- 
cause it  acknowledges  no  patron.  The  influence 
df  government  however  is  sufficiently  powerful  to 
decide  in  general  the  election  in  fhvor  of  those 
candidates  whose  interest  is  espoused  by  the  trea- 
sury. This  arises  from  the  host  of  pltfcetten  now 
emp1o]red  in  the  customs,  excise,  taxes,  garrison. 
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NOTTINGHAMSHIRE. 

NotTiKOHAMSHiftB  IS  Ml  iolaiid  couiity  of 
Eoglatid,  bounded  on  the  west  by  Derbyshire,  on 
the  north  by  Yorkshh'e,  on  the  east  by  Lincoln- 
shire, Md  on  the  south  by  LeicesterBhhre,  and  is 
about  SO  miles  in  length  and  35  in  breadth.    It  is 
divided  into  di%  wapentakes  or  hundreds,    vi2. 
RusbcliflT,  Bingham,  and  Newark,  on  the  south 
side  of  the  Trent ;  Basset  Law,  (subdivided  into 
North  and  South  Clay  and  Hatfield  divisions,) 
Broktow  and  Tburgarton,  on  the  north  of  the 
Trent.    The  principal  rivers  of  this  county  are  the 
Trent,  the  Erewash,  the  Soar,  and  the  Idle,  td« 
getber  with  some  tributary  streams.  Besides  these 
this  bounty  has  an  extensive  canal  narigation  hy 
moans  of  the  river  Trent.    The  soil  may  be  ili« 
vided  into  three  districts,  vie.  sand  or  gravel,  clay, 
and  lime-stone.     Nottinghamshire  furnishes  va- 
rious sorts  of  stone  for  building,  coals,  lime,  and 
gypsum  or  plaister  stone;    the  latter  has  been 
found  in  large  quantities.    This  county  is  stated 
to  contain  774   square  statute  miles,  equal  to 
4<95,360  statute  acres  ;  the  number  of  inhabitants 
on  each  square  mile  containing  640  acres  is  181, 
and  the  total  number  of  persons  140,094.     It  con- 
tains 35,611  inhabited  houws,  30,081   families, 
^43  uninhabited  houses,  and  140,350  inhabitants, 
viz.  68,558  males,  and  7l»799  females,  of  whom 
35,513  were  returned  as  being  employed  in  trade. 
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«Dd  93,904  in  agriculture.  The  amount  of  tbe 
poora*  rate  raised  in  the  year  1803  was  .£63,909 
beii^  at  the  rate  of  3<.  lOd.  id  the  pound.  The 
amount  of  the  astessmeat  on  which  the  property- 
tax  was  levied  in  1806  was  X\,l60,655.  The 
market-towns  in  this  county  are  Nottii^ham, 
Newark,  Mans6eld,  Bingham,  Worksop,  Tuzford, 
OIlertoD,  aud  Southwell.  Tbe  commerce  and  ma- 
nufactures  of  Nottinghamshire  consist  in  tbe  ma- 
nu&cture  of  stockings  to  a  great  extent;  in  malt- 
ing, and  JD  tbe  brewiagof  alefor  the  foreign  trade. 
The  ancient  roysl  forest  of  Sherwood,  is  in  extent 
about  SI  miles,  and  in  breadth  seven,  eight,  or  niae 
miles,  varying  in  different  places.  Nottingham- 
shire sends  eight  members  to  Parliament,  viz.  two 
for  the  county,  and  two  each  for  Nottingham* 
Betford,  and  Newark.  Tbe  glory  of  this  county 
ii  the  river  Trent ;  it  rises  to  Staffordshire  and 
crossing  that  county  and  Derbyshire,  enters  Not- 
tingbamsbire  at  its  south-western  extremity, 
thence  cfossing  obliquely  to  the  east,  runs  along 
its  whole  eastern  side,  forming  the  boundary  be- 
tween    it   and   Liacolnahire.      During    tts  whole 
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10  years,  appears  to  have  been  as  one  to  fifty  of 
the  existing  population. 

'  RBPRKSENTATIVE  HISTORY. 

This  county  has  sent  members  to  Parliamient 
from  the  first  general  summons  of  knights  of  the 
shires. 

Petitions,  &c.  Oct.  93,  1702.  The  House 
taking  notice  that  there  is  no  return  made  by  the 
high  sheriff  of  this  county, 

Resolved,  *«  That  the  said  high  sheriff  is  guilty 
of  a  breach  of  the  privileges  of  this  House,  and 
that  for  his  offence,  in  not  making  a  return  of  his 
writ,  he  be  taken  into  the  custody  of  the  sergeant 
at  arms.'' 

Nov.  4.  A  petition  of  William  Bumell,  esq., 
high-sheriff  of  this  county,  acknowledging  bis  of- 
fence, for  having  incurred  the  displeasure  of  the 
House,  and  imparting  the  negligence  adduced  to 
Mr.  Simon  Jackson,  his  under-sheriff,  who  had 
undertaken  to  make  the  return. 

6th,  Ordered,  «'  That  Mr.  Burnell  the  high- 
sheriff,  be  dischai^ed  out  of  custody,'' — and 
further 

Ordered,  ^^  That  Mr.  Simon  Jackson,  the  under- 
sheriff  of  this  county,  for  keeping  back  the  return 
of  the  writ  for  electing  members  for  the  said  county, 
be  committed  to  the  custody  of  the  sergeaut  at 
arms  attending  this  House." 

POLITICAL   CHARACTER. 

This  county  is  entirely  under  thc^  influence  of 
the  nobility  ;  and  the  Duke  of  Portland,  Dukeof 
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Newcastle,  Earl  Manvera,  and  Lord  MiddLeton, 
have  for  roaoy  years  DODaiaated  tfae  members. 
The  Duke  of  Norfolk  who  possesses  the  magnifi- 
cent seat  of  Worksop  manor,  and  who  has  recently 
puichasadtheSbireOaJu  estate,  formerly  belooging 
to  Mr.  Hewit,  member  for  this  county,  in  additiod 
to  his  &mily  estates  at  Worksop  manor,  must 
coaunand  a  powerful  iDterest.  lu  addition  to  these, 
Mr.  Sutton  of  Kelbam,  the  Hon.  and  Rer.  Mr. 
Lumley  Savile  of  Rufibrd,  Mr.  Eyre  of  Grove,  the 
Hon.  Mr.  Simpson  of  Babworbh,  and  Mr.  Cha- 
worth  of  Ansley,  have  very  extensive  properties 
in  Nottii^luunshiiie.  The  nominatioa  of  its  mem- 
bers is  however  tacitly  acquiesced  in. 
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NoTriircaA>ii,lhecoairty  town  of  NottiDghant- 
sbire,  in  IIk  hundred  of  Broxtow,  13  miles  Iroin 
Mansfield,  and  134  ftom  Loudon  ;  coosists  of  three 
parjahea,  containing  4,977  houses,    inhabited  by 
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afrival  of  the  Robniiis.    Indeed,  the  whole  town 
IS)  in  a  maaner,  undermined  with  cavema  of  an 
amaaing  depth  and  extent ;  so  that  it  ia  eren 
questioned,  whether  all  the  buildings  on  the  sut^ 
iace  of  the  rock  would  fill  up  the  vncanciea  under- 
nealh*    Hence  the  cellars  cut  in  the  rocks,  are 
frequently  as  deep  as  the  highest  houses  ;  and  in 
<liggiog  for  foundations  of  new  houses  there  have 
been  discovered   spacious    caverns,    before    un- 
known ;    some  of  these  are  said   to  have  been 
arched^  in  a  r^ular  manner,  to  have  been  sup- 
ported by  columns,  and  to  have  had  acom«ftuni« 
oation  with  each  other,  by  paasagea  leading  to 
very  distant  parta.     It  is  nniversally  allowed,  that 
the  Cornish  Britons  were  skilled  in  mining,  before 
the  arrival  of  the  Romans  ;  but  whether  these 
subterraneous  works  are  of  so  ancient  a  date,  it  is 
inqiossible  to  determine.     Dr.  Deering  supposes, 
fiooi  the  Grothic  order  observable  in  these  struc- 
tures, that  they  were  formed  during  the  heptarchy, 
when  the  Danes,  who  were  pagans,  made  frequent 
inroads  into  this  part  of  the  kingdom,  and  intended 
aa  places  of  refuge,  to  which  they  might  betake 
themstlvea  in  time  of  danger,  and  exercise  their 
rdigious  functions,  without  beiiq^  exposed  to  tiie 
&ry  of  those  persecuting  idolaters.    The  streeta 
are  broad,  open,  and  well  paved  ;  and  tliese  are 
three  parish  churches  here,  St.  Mary's,  St  Peter's, 
and  St.  Nicholases.    The  UMrket  place  is  one  of 
the  liaiidsomest  and  kogest  in  Engfamd.     This 
tfown  is  considered  as  one  of  the  prinoip«l  «eats  of 
the  stocking  manufactoxe,  chiefly  of  the  4ner  kinds 
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ofiiik  and  cotton,  the  cotton  for  which  isipun  by 
machinery,  worked  by  water,  and  it  has  a  consi- 
derable export  trade  to  America  and  the  West 
Indies.  The  market  is  on  Wednesday  and  Satur- 
day, and  is  always  well  supplied.  Fairs,  first 
Friday  after  13th  January,  7th  May,  Thursday 
before  Easter,  and  on  3d  October,  which  last  con- 
tinues nine  days. 

EEPBESENTATITB   HISTOHT. 

This  town  has  sent  members  to  Parliament  from 
the  earliest  period. 

PxTiTioHs,  &c.  June  9,  1660.  Resolved, 
**  That  John  Hutchinson,  esq.,  one  of  the  judges 
of  the  late  kii^i's  majesty,  be  discbaiged  from 
being  a  member  of  this  House. 
.  Dec.  90,  1699.  A  petition  of  George  Gregory, 
esq.,  against  the  return  of  Robert  Sachererell, 
esq.,  by  means  of  many  illegal  practices  to  obtain 
votes. 

No  determination. 

March  9i  1700.     A  petition  of  Thomas  Hawks- 
ley,  and  Roger  Hunt,  overseers  of  the  poor,  shew- 
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their  expenses  here,  and  returning  home,  the  peti- 
tioners being  poor  men,  and  not  having  wherewith 
to  sabsist,  &c.,  &c. 

Ordered,  *^  That  the  said  Mr.  Gr^ory  do  pay 
the  petitioners  their  reasonable  charges,  to.be 
settled  by  the  chairman  of  the  said  committee/' 

N.  B.  We  do  not  find  any  report  upon  this  pe- 
tition. 

Feb.  14,  1700.  A  pMition  of  Robert  Sacheve- 
rell,  esq.,  i^inst  the  return  of  Geoige  Grqfoiy, 
esq.,  by  means  of  many  corrupt  and  ill^al  practices 
being  used  to  defeat  the  petitioner's  election,  by 
Messrs.  Cook  and'Btlby  the  sherifis,  Samuel 
Watkinson,  esq.,  the  mayor,  and  several  other 
persons. 

June  10.  Sir  Rowland  Gwynn  reported,  <*  That 
the  right  of  election  was  agreed  to  be  in  the 
Mayor,  Freemen,  and  Freeholders  of  forty^shillings 
yearly." 

It  was  also  agreed,  **  That  the  eldest  sons  of 
freemen,  by  their  birth,  and  the  youngest  sons  of 
freemen,  who  have  served  seven  years'  apprentice- 
ship, whether  in  Nottingham,  or  elsewhere,  and 
also  persons  who  have  served  seven  years  to  any 
freemen  of  this  town,  were  well  entitled  to  demand 
their  freedom." 

That  upon  the  poll,  there  were, 

For  Mr.  Gregory 559 

The  Petitioner 534 

After  hearing  counsel  and  evidence  on  both 
sides  at  considerable  length,  the  committee  re- 
solved, 

PART  II.  VOL.  II.  Y 
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**  That  Geoige  Gngoiy,  esq.,  is  not  duly 
eleotad." 

"  That  Robert  Sacheverell,  esq.,  is  duly  elected 
■  buigeas  to  serve  in  Parliament  fdr  thislxwougb." 

The  said  resolutions  being  read  twice,  w«% 
agreed  to  by  tbe  Houke,  and  the  clork  of  the 
crown  was  ordered  to  ameDd  the  return. 

Imp.  Pari.  9.  Daniel  Parker  Coke,  esq.,  and 
several  of  the  inhabitants,  petitioned.  The  com- 
mittee found  that  Joseph  Birch,  esq.,  was  not  duly 
dected;  also  that  Daniel  Parker  Goke^eaq.,  was  not 
dulydected;  andthatneitherthepistitiottB  nor  the 
opposHlon'miade  to  tUsmw^erisfriToloukor  vexatious, 
but  that  the  conduct  of  the  mayor,  and  several  of  the 
aJdermen,  and  other  electors,  was  extremely  illegal 
and  oppressive;  and  the  chairman  moved  tbe 
House,  that  no  taew  writ  be  issuol  until  the  con- 
duct of  the  mayor  and  others  be  examined  into, 
and  thst  the  proceedings  of  the  committed  be 
printed  (or  tbie  use  of  the  members  of  the  House, 
March  14, 1803 ;  to  which  tbe  House  agreed.  A. 
new  writ  was  ordered  May  90,  1903. 
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BIGHT  OF  BLECTIOV. 

See  RepresentatiTe  History^ 
NuMBSB  OP  TOTBBs — about  3,500. 
Rbtubning  officxbs — the  Sheriffs* 

POLITICAL    CHABACTBB. 

The  political  cfharacter  of  this  town  is  in  direct 
opposition  to  the  patient  submission  of  the  county. 
No  -place  has  struggle  with  mote  seal  to  establish 
its  independence ;  andt^t  zeal,  owing  to  the  op- 
position it  has  encountered  flom  the  ministerial 
party,  has  upon  one  occasion  burst  into  violence. 
At  the  general  election  in  1809,  Sir  John  Borlase 
Warren  and  Daniel  Parker  Coke,  esq.,  were  the 
ministerial  candidates,  and  no  other  appearing, 
some  of  the  electors  proposed  Joseph  Birch;  esq., 
of  Hazle  Hall,  in  the  county  of  Lancaster,  which, 
after  a  long  and  severe  contert,  ended  in  the  return 
of  that  gentleman  and  Sir  G.  B.  Warren  to  Parlia- 
ment. Mfr.  Coke  petitioned  against  this  return, 
the  principal  ground  of  which  was  the  rioting  that 
took  place  dtinng  the  election ;  and  it  was  also^ 
proved,  that  Mr.  Coke's  committee  applied  td  the 
mayor  to  call  in  the  military,  who  were  stationed 
at  the  distance  df  two  miles  from  the  town,  to  quell 
them;  that  Mr.  Birch  protested  against  such  « 
measure ;  that  in  fact  the  mayor  ordered  the  mtli- 
tary  into  the  town,  but  on  their  arrival  stopped 
the  p6ll,  #bich'was  not  resumed  till  it  was 
thought  that  quiet  was  so  far  restored  as  to  admit 
of  their  being  sent  away  again. 

The  mayor  certainly  acted  with  strict  legal  and 
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,  constitutional  propriety,  in  stopping  the  poll  while 
the  military  remained  in  the  town ;  our  ancestors 
having  wisely  provided  that  they  shall  not  be 
within  two  miles  of  any  place  of  election,  their 
presence  having  a  greater  tendency  to  subvert  the 
freedom  of  election  than  the  excess  of  popular  en- 
thusiasm. 

The  committee,  on  the  ISth  of  March,  deter- 
mined the  election  to  be  void.  The  minutes  were 
printed  by  order  of  the  House,  and  the  issuing 
of  a  new  writ  was  delayed  till  after  the  passing  of 
a  bjll,  by  which  an  authority  is  given  to  the  ma- 
gistrates of  the  county  of  Nottingham  to  preserve 
the  peace  in  the  town  during  the  time  of  elections. 
It  received  the  royal  assent  on  the  I7th  of  May. 
The  proceedings  of  the  House  upon  this  matter, 
and  the  several 961)11008  presented  against  the  bill, 
will  be  found  in  the  Journals,  from  the  90th  April 
to  the  17tfaMay,  1803. 

A  criminal  information  was  moved  for  in  the 
court  of  King's  Bench,  in  Easter  term,  43  Geoige 
III.,  against  the  magistrates  and  members  of  the 
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At  the  test  getiiBral  tiectioot  in  1819,  the  town 
made  a  final  and  successful  attempt  to  establish 
its  independence.  The  candidates  were,  John 
Smith,  esq..  Lord  Rancliffe,  and  Richard  Ark- 
Wright,'  esq.  After  a  poll  of  fifteen  days,  the 
numbers  were  as  follow*--- 

John  Smith,  esq. .9019 

Lord  Rancliffe  .  ,  •  • 1515 

Richard  Arkwright,  esq 1939 

The  last  g^^tleman  stood  on  the  ministerial  in- 
terest; and  being  defeat(ed  here,  was  afterwards 
returned  for  th<^  Treasury  bteough  of  Blye,  in  Sus- 
sex, where  thete  lUne  only  four  voters. 
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New AEx,  a  borough,  market*town,  and  parish 
in  the  hundred  of  Newark,  Notts,  situated  on  the 
river  l^rent,  14  miles  ftom  Grantham,  tS4  from 
London,  by  Hatfield,  sind  ISS  by  Ware ;  con- 
taming  1 ,376  houses  and  '6,730  inhabitants,  viz. 
3,098  males  and  3,639  females,  of  whom  93 1  were 
returned  as  being  employed  in  various  trades  and 
manufactures.  Here  is  an  extensive  sacking  ma- 
nufiictory,  but  its  chief  trade  is  in  malting.  Lime- 
stone abounds  within  a  mile  6f  the  town,  parti- 
cularly from  an  eminence  called  Bacon  Hill,  and 
at  the  depth  of  SO  feet  fit>m  its  surface  is  found  a 
curious  stone,  which  is  burned  upon  the  brick 
kilns,  and  afterwards  ground  into  a  fine  powder, 
and  sent  in  barrels  into  a  more  distant  part,  as  a 
composition  for  stucco  works  and  ornaments  for 
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ceiliDgi.  The  mwlcet  w  on  Wedneiday.  Fain, 
that  called  Gareing  fair,  oo  the  Friday  before 
Careing  Siinday,  which  is  the  Sunday  fortpight 
before  Euter*  lith  May,  Whit  Tuesday,  9d  Au- 
gust, iBt  November,  aod  Monday  before  1 1th  D/br 
cember,  and  of  late  a  cheeie  fiiir  is  bel4  od  the  SM|| 
of  September. 

REPBESEKTATIVE   HISTORY. 

This  is  the  most  modern  parliameotaiy  borough 
ID  Englaod,  being  lo  created  and  incorporated  by 
Kiiig  Charles  II.,  id  the  29th  year  of  bis  reigDt 
on  account  of  it»  loyal^  to  King  Charies  I.  Ite 
first  election  was  before  its  incorporation,  aod  be- 
came the  subject  of  a  petition  to  the  House  of 
Commons. 

Pbtitioks,  &c.  April  17,  1765.  A  petition 
of  Mrp  Saville  and  Sir  Paul  Neville,  returned  bur- 
gesses for  thip  borough,  was  read. 

May  ip.  A  petition  of  John  Girton,  Francis 
Cbeetem  of  Newark,  Thomas  Wright  of  Bahlerton, 
John  Bell  of  CoddingtoD,  John  Clerk  of  Winthorp, 
in  the  county  of  Notts,  on  behalf  of  themselves. 
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liliineot  Ibr  this  borough ;  and  t  new  writ  wis  or- 
dered. 

Reserved:  >^  That  the  petition  of  Peniston 
Whallejr)  esq.,  oomplaintng  of  ui  «ndae  return  of 
a  bufgess  4br  this  borough,  (Kd  not  come  in  due 
time,  according  to  the  ofden  of  the  House :  whereto 
the  House  agreedv 

Dee.  19,  1698,  A  petition  of  John  Rayner,  esq,, 
was  read,  shewing,  that  the  petitioner  was  duly 
chosen  a  buifgess'  to  serve  in  this  present  Ptaiia* 
ment  for  this  bwough,  but  that  many  ill^;al  prac« 
tices  were  used  by  Edward  Hobson,  mayor  of  ^ 
said  town,  and  others,  in  favour  Sir  Francis  Mol- 
lineux,  who  polled  several  for  him  that  were  not 
qnatified,  and  refused  several  that  were  qualified, 
who  would  have  voted  for  the  petitioner. 

ThrjT  also  complained  of  partiality  in  the  mayor, 
town^^erk,  and  others  concerned  in  the  election. 
That  it  was  admitted,  that  by  the  charter,  which 
gives  the  town  the  right  of  sending  members  to 
Parliament,  the  right  was  in  the  inhabitants  paying, 
and  which  ought  to  pay,  scot  and  lot. 

Snow  said,  the  mayor  at  the  election  took  him 
by  the  hand,  and  told  him  he  was  glad  toseeimm 
he  having  promised  to  vote  for  **  Sir  Francis  Mol« 
lineuz :"  but  after  he  declared  he  voted  for  Mr« 
Rayner,  the  mayor  said  he  had  no  vote,  and  bid 
the  officers  turn  him  dowp. 

Resolved :  '« That  Sir  Francis  Mollin^uz,  hart., 
is  not  duly  elected  a  burgess  to  serve  in  this  pre* 
sent  Parliament  for  the  said  borough/' 

Resolved :  «« That  John  Ravner.  esa..  is  duly 
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elected  a  bui^eu  to  serve  in  tbii  pnmt  Pvfia- 
ment  for  the  said  borough." 
.;JteBoWed :  "  Tbat  the  mayor,  aldemen,  and 
all  the  Inhabitants  within  this  borough,  who  pay* 
or  ought  to  pay,  scot  aod  lot  within  tba  said  bo- 
rough, have  a  right  to  vote  at  the  election  of  mem- 
bers to  serve  ia  Parliament  for  the  said  borough." 

Ordered :  '*  That  Edward  Hobsoa,  late  msyor 
of.this  borough,  for  bis  irregular  {wocecdingB  at  the 
eleation  for  the  said  borough,  be  Uken  into  the 
custody  of  the  secgeaot  at  arms  attendii^  this 
House." 

^  Feb.  14,  1700.  A  petition  of  James  Saund«r- 
soo,  esq.,  was.resd,  shewing,  that  the  petitioner 
stood  a  candidate  with  Sir  Geuge  Markham,  to 
serve  as  a  burgess  in  this  present  Parliament  for 
this  borough :  at  which  election  divers  persons 
were  allowed  to  vote  for  Sir  George  Markham  who 
were  not  qualified,  and  many  who  were  qualified 
were  refused  to  vote  foe  the  petitioner. 

No  determination. 

Jan.  3,  1701.    A  petition  of  John  RayDa,eaq.i 
t  Sir  Matthew  Jenoison. 
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tionecl  on  tbe  id  March,  1791.  The  chairman  of 
the' cominittee  that  tried  this. contested  election 
reported  to  the  House,  that  the  sitting. .mmnbers 
Were  duly  eiected:;  and  that  they  found  the  i^t 
of*  voting  fornoDembers  to  senre  in  Parliament  for 
the  borough  of  Newarki  .in  the  county  of  Notting- 
ham,  to  be  in  the  mayor,  aldermen,  and  all  the 
inhabitants  paying  aoot  and  lot  within  the  said  bo- 
rough. 

ObaPORATION 

*    ■        . 

Consists  of  a  mayor,  IS  aldermen,  and  13  as- 
sistants. 

* 

BIGHT  OF  Ei.BCIIOK 

In  all  the  inhabitants  paying  soot  and  lot.  NpT. 
25,  1791. 

Number  of  voters — 700, 

Returning  offiobe*— the  Mayor. 

Patrons — ^Duke  of  Newcastle  and  Lord  Mid« 
dleton. 

POLITICAL  character. 

Though  this  is  so  large  a  town,  containing  near 
7,000  inhabitants,  it  isabsolutely  dependent  in  the 
choice  of  its  members.  The  Duke  of  Newcastle, 
Lord  Middleton,  John  Sutton»  esq.,  of  Kelham, 
aud  Sir  Jennison  Gordon  are  proprietors  of  the 
greatest  part  of  the  borough,  and  the  nomination  of 
its  members  is  left  to  the  two  former. 

Sir  William  Patton  made-ia powerful  opposition 
to  this  phalanx  in  1790,  and  again  in  1796t^but 
without  final  success^ 

The  House  of  Commons,  in  1699,  came  to  a  re- 
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a,  that  all  who  paid,  or  •ugkt  to  jny,  teot 
and  loti  bad  a  right  to  rote  at  electiona  of  memben 
of  ]^iriianwnt ;  but  a  eontmy  ooe  has  since  baan 
passed  in  1791,  which  states  the  right  to  be  m 
the  mayor,  aUermen,  and  iohabitants  paying  acot 
and  lot.  In  this  icsolotioii,  the  words  **  ought  to 
pay,"  are  omitted. 

This  last  rcaolattoB  eonfims  the  iBflaenee  of 
the  patrons,  as  the  magistrates  and  the  overseen 
of  the  poor  are  sure  to  be  in  their  interest,  and 
have  the  power  of  making  poor's  rates  to  a  certain 
degree  conformable  to  their  wishes;  but  upon 
what  principle  of  justice  the  right  of  election  in 
1791  should  be  declared  different  to  what  it  was 
in  1699*  w«  uaat  a  losp  to  cMJecturc. 
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East  Rktvord,  a  borough,  market-towBi  and 
parish,  in  the  hundred  of  BassetlaWy  Notts,  situ- 
ated near  the  riveir  Idle,  seven  ihilee  irom  Tuxford, 
and  14d  from  Ltwden ;  coptHning4tfd  hoosas  and 
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PfiTiTiowBr  Ice.  April  6»1^S«  MnTmmrer 
and  others  were  appointed  to  oMferwitkMr.  At^ 
torney  and  Mr.  Solicitor,  coDcernhq;  tbe  wtiiril  of 
buigesMt  for  thia  and  other  boroygha. 

F€b.  13,  1700.  A  petition  of  Sir  Willonghlby 
Hickman,  bart*»  shewing  that  he,  with  Joil 
Tbornhaiigh  and  Thomaa  White,  eaqra.,  were 
candidates ;  that  petitionar  desired  of  Bdwavd 
Jaeksod  and  William  Peet,the  bailiffii,  either  that 
hifliself,  or  some  of  his  frieods^  might  be  admitted 
into  the  place  of  de^ioni  ito.  ate  that  the  electioA 
waa! fairly  made,  bnt  which'  was  refosed ;  and  that 
before  tbe  election  the  said  bailiffii  disfranchiaed 
several  persons,  and  at  the  time  refused  others  to 
come  into  the  chamber  who  had  demanded  to  i^ote 
for  the  p^itioner,  but  admitted  others  to  vote  for 
Mr.  White  who  were  not  qualified ;  and  fttrther» 
thiat  the  sud  bailiflb  and  Mr.  White  used  many 
other  undue  practices,  whereby  the  said  Mr,' While 
ift  unduly  returned. 

April  I3i  1701.  Sir  Rowland  Gwynn  reported. 
That  tbe  first  question  was  the  right  of  election. 

The  petitioouer^s  counsel  insisting,  that  the  right 
was  in  the  burgesses,  being  freemen,  at  large. 

The  aitting  member'a  counsel  insisting,  that  the 
right  was  only  in  the  freemen  resident  in  the  bo* 
rough. 

Upon  the  poll  the  numbers  were— 

For  the  petitioner  • 17 

Mr.  White   ..........34 

Beselved :  ^  That  the  right  of  electing  members 
to  serve  in  Parliament  for  this  bonnigh  tb  in  the 
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burgaiKs  ttom-rmdemt  as  well  as  in  those  resident 
irittun  the  borough." 

<«  That  Thomas  White,  esq.,  is  not  duly  elected." 

"  That  it  is  the  opinion  of  the  committee  that 
Sir  Willoaghbj  Hickman,  bart.,  is  duly  elected  a 
bargfss  for  this  borough. 

The  three  resolutions  being  read  twice,  were 
agreed  to  by  the  House. 

Jan.  3,  1709.  A  petition  of  Sir  Willoughby 
Uiekman,  hart.,  and  William  Levinta,  esq.,  against 
the  return  of  John  Tbornhaugh  and  Thomas  White, 
esqrs.,  by  means  of  the  bailiffs  refusing  to  poll  se- 
veral  persons  to  vote  for  the  petitionns,  who  were 
a^udged  by  the  laat  Parliament  as  being  duly  qua- 
lified, and  upon  which  one  of  the  petitioners  (Sir 
Willoughby  Hickman)  was  by  that  Parliament 
deolared '  duly  elected  ;  and  the  petitioners  had  a 
majority  not  only  of  those  TOtes,  but  also  of  others* 
and  ought  to  bare  been  returned. 

March  17.  Sir  Rowland  Gwynn  reported, 
*<  That  the  right  of  election  was  agreed  to  be  in 
the  freemen  or  burgesses ;"  but  the  question  was, 
vketktr  the  younger  tmu  ofjreemen  had  a  right  to 
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esqrs.,  are  duly  elected  burgesses  to  serre  in  Par* 
1  lament  for  this  borough/'  .   . 

These  resolutions  being  read  twice,  were  agreed 
to  by  the  House. 

Oct.  96.  A  petition  of  Sir  Willooghby  Hick* 
man,  hart.,  and  William  Levintz,  esq.,  against  the 
return  of  John  Thornbaugh  and  Thomas  White, 
esqrs.,  by  means  of  the  bailiffs  exercising  an  arbi- 
trary and  illegal  power.  In. admitting  several  per* 
sons  to  be  made  fi^e,  contrary  to  the  rights  and 
customs  of  the  borough,  and  refusing  to  enter  on 
the  poll  several  persons  who  bad  a  right  to  vote 
for  the  petitioners. 

Nov.  S8.  Mr.  Bromley  reported  from  the  com-' 
mittee,  *^  That  the  right  of  election  was  agreed 
to  be  in  the  bailiffs  and  burgesses ;'' — ^but  they  did 
not  agrcfe  how  they  were  qualified  to  be  burgesses. 

For  the  petitioners  it  was  insisted  none  ought 
to  he  Qiadeiree  of  this,borottgh  but  the  sons  of 
freemen,  and  such  as  had  served  seven  years'  ap- 
prenticeship ;  and  that  the  younger  as  well  as  the 
elder  sons  of  freemen,  and  such  as.  had  served  ap- 
prenticeship within  the  borough,  had  a  right  to 
their  freedom ;  and  others  living  within  the  borough 
(but  not  foreigners)  might  be  made  free  by  re- 
demption. 

For  the  sitting  members  it  was  insisted,  that 
the  eldest  sons  of  freemen  only,  and  such  as  had 
served  seven  years'  apprenticeship  within  the  bo- 
rough, had  a  right  to  demand  their  freedom ;  but 
that  the  corporation  had  a  power  to  make  whom 
tbey  pleased  free,  as  well  those  who  lived  without 
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as  thon  who  lived  within  the  borough,  if  they 
should  think  it. 

The  eoBmittee  resolved, 

"  That  all  the  sons  of  freemen  of  this  borough 
have  a  right  to  tbwr  fireedom  of  this  borough." 

"  That  John  Thornhaugh  and  Thomas  White, 
esqrs.,  are  not  duly  elected." 

»  That  Sir  Willougbby  Hickman,  hart.,  and 
William  Levints,  esq.,  are  duly  elected  to  serve 
in  Parliament  for  this  borough." 

The  several  resolutions  beii^  read  twice,  were 
^reed  to  by  the  House. 

Nov.  S,  I70J.  A  petition  of  Sir  Hardolph 
Westneys,  hart.,  and  Bobert  Molesworth,  esq., 
^inst  tbe  return  of  Sir  Willougbby  Hickman, 
bart.,  and  William  Levints,  esq. 

■  '  14.  The  House  doubtii^  whether  the 
above  petition  waa  regularly  signed,  and  to  prevent 
any  objection  touching  it,  anotlier  petitim  was 
signed  by  them  and  presented,  and  read  in  aub- 
stance  with  the  fcvmer. 

Jan.  17)  1706.     Mr.  Compton  reported,  **  That 
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For  the  littiog  meolibere  it  was  insisted^  1st. 
that  all,  as  well  the  jimngtr  «b  tbe  elder  sons  of 
freemen,  hetd  a  right  to  their  frsedom;  Sd.  that 
sttch  person  as  bad  no  right  to  their  freedom  oonld 
not  be  made  free,  except  they  were  inhabitants 
within  the  borough. 

The  petitioners^  counsel  ako  insisted  that  this 
is  a  cctoporation  by  prescription,  which  was  ad- 
mitted on  the  other  side. 

To  prove  the  custom  of  the  borough  making 
foreigners  fre^  thegr  produced  an  ordinance  of  the 
1st  of  Sep.,  6  Jae.  L  viz. 

**  It  is  ordered,  established  and  decreed,  that  all 
^*  and  every  such  as  shall  be  made  free  within  the 
^*  town  by  redemption,  shall  compound  and  agree 
**  with  Mr.  Baib^  and  the  aldennien  of  the  town 
'*  for  their  freedom,  and  that  no  foreigner  shall  be 
<(  made  free  by  redetnpiion  iinder  90s.  to  be  paid  to 
*^  the  town^s  chamber,  90d»  to  Mr.  Bailiff,  90d.  to 
^^the  chamberlain'^,  19 J.  to  the  deputy  steward 
**  or  town  clerk,  8d.  to  the  tiergeatit  at  mace,  and 
'*  19d.  to  the  relief  of  the  poor,  and  that  at  the 
^*  next  court,  after  the  said  freedom  granted,  the 
**  party  shall  be  brought  in  by  the  chamberiains, 
**  and  there  take  the  oath  appointed  for  that  pur- 
**  pose.''  Also  another  ordinance  made  in  16S4,«— « 
for  disabling  the  burgesses  to  vote  at  any  elec- 
tion or  elections  whatsoever  within  the  borough, 
^*  wfao  sliall  remove  his  dwelling  out  of  the  bo« 
**  rough,  and  continue  so  for  one  whole  year*  pro- 
'<  vided  in  case,  hedid  return  again,  and  live  within 
*^  the  borough,  he  should  vote,  while  he  lived 
«  therein." 
The  committee  resolved : 
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"  That  the  right  of  eleetiog  bu^^essei,  to  serve 
ID  PtrliameDt  fiw  this  borough,  is  io  sqch  freemea 
onlj,  IB  have  a  right  to  their  freedom  hy  birth,  as 
eldest  son  of  freemen,  orbysemog  sevea  yean' 
^prenticeship,  or  have  it  by  redemption,  whether 
iohabiting  or  Dot  inhabiting,  in  the  said  borough, 
at  the  time  of  their  being  made  free." 

*■  That  Sir  Willoughby  Hickman,  bart.,  and 
William  Lerentz,  esq.,  are  not  duly  elected." 

'*  That  Sir  Hardolph  WesteneyB.  bart.,  and  Ro- 
bert Molesworth,  esq.,  are  duly  elected  buigessea 
to  serve  in  Parliament  for  this  borough." 

The  first  resolution  being  read  a  second  time,  an 
amendment  was  proposed  to  leave  out  the  words 
**  wketktr  inhabiting  or  not  inhabiting"  and  insert 
in  lieu  thereof  "  biing  inhabitants  within  ;"  but 
disagreed  to;  and  the  resolutions  adopted  by  the 
committee,  were  agreed  to  by  the  House,  and  the 
return  ordered  to  be  amended. 

Feb.  1  j,  1708.  A  petition  of  the  amior  bailiff, 
and  burgesses,  shewing  that  the  bailifffor  the  time 
being  by  the  ancient  charters  of  the  corporation. 
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of  record  there;  and  as  the  petitioDers  have  no 
claim  at  law,  praying  they  may  be  redressed,  by 
the  House. 

Ordered :    "  That  this  petition  be  rejected*^ 

Dec.  1,  1710.  A  petition  of  Willoughby  Hick- 
man and  Brian  Cook,  esqrs.,  against  the  return  of 
Thomas  White  and  Thomas  Westby,  esqrs.,  by 
means  of  many  undue  practices  of  the  bailiJBTs  of 
this  borough  at  the  election. 

Jan.  1 1,  1711.  Mr.  Freeman  reported  the  mat- 
ter. The  right  of  election  was  agreed  to  be  in  the 
bailiffs  and  burgesses,  and  that  a  person  is  qualiBed 
to  be  a  burgess  of  this  borough  who  has. served 
seven  years'  apprenticeship  within  this  borough,  or 
is  the  eldest  son  of  such  a  burgess,  or  is  made  free 
by  redemption,  inhabiting  within  the  borough  at 
the  time  of  his  being  made  free.  And  the  question 
was,  Whether  persons,  not  being  inhabitants  within 
the  borough,  can  be  made  free,  and  vote  in  elec- 
tions to  Parliament  ? 

The  sitting  members  alleged  they  might,  but 
the  petitioners  insisted  on  the  contrary. 

The  committee  resolved, 

^^  That  the  right  of  electing  burgesses  to  serve 
in  Parliament  for  this  borough  is  in  such  freemen 
only  as  have  a  right  to  their  freedom  by  birth,  as 
eldest  sons  of  freemen,  or  by  serving  seven  years' 
apprenticeship,  or  by  redemption,  inhabiting  in 
the  said  borough  at  the  time  of  their  being  made 
free." 

"  That  Thomas  White  and  Thomas  Westby, 

esqrs.9    are  not  duly  elected." 

"  That  Willoughby  Hickman  and  Brian  Cook, 

PART  II.  VOL.  II.  z 
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esqrs.,  are  duly  elected  burgesses  to  serve  in  P 
liament  for  this  borough." 

The  said  resolutions  being  read  twice,  w 
agreed  to  by  the  House,  and  the  return  orderec 
be  amended. 

Pari.  9, 174 1 .  Sir  Robert  Clifton, bait.,  and  K 
and  Stephen  Soame,  esq.,  petitioned. 

May  ly,  IS03.  William  Bowles,  jun.,  : 
Henry  Boubani,  esqrs.,  petitioned.  The  chairn 
of  the  committee  reported,  that  the  silting  ni( 
bers  were  duly  elected,  and  that  the  petition  ' 
not  frivolous  nor  vexatious. 

The  above  petition  was  grounded  on  a  cha 
against  John  Thornton  and  George  Barker,  v 
bad  usurped  the  office  of  bailiffs,  held  a  court 
the  morning  of  election,  and  illegally  admitted 
veral  to  their  freedom  who  had  no  right,  and 
jected  several  who  had  a  right,  and  who  claic 
to  be  admitted  :  that  informations  in  the  natun 
^ito  warranto  had  been  filed  against  the  said  \ 
tended  bailiffs  long  before  the  eTection,  and  jo 
ment  of  ouster  since  obtained  against  them  ;  1 
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RIGHT  OF  ELECTION. 

See  Rppi:e3entativ(e  tlistoiy. 

NUHBEE  OF  yOT|L«.S-^l60. 

JtET|7«]UN.a  pFpiq^M-^tfae  two  jBailiffs. 
PATAON-^tbe  Jpu)i^jOf  Newcastle. 

POLITICAL  CHARACTJUl. 

It  appears  by  the  Journals  of  the  House  of 
Comm>09,  that  tfce  cpiiaiiiittiQfs  of  th^t  Ifp^s^iliave 
bsen  occupied  no  Icffs  ^q  90v^  times  for  ff^eif^ 
weeks  together,  within  the  last  century,  iH  ilqtei;- 
mining  what  coqstitutiss  la  fii^einaii  in  tk»  little 
borough,  and  have  l^ft  it  at  last  w  much  open  to 
contention  and  litigation  as  they  found  it*  It  ig 
aot  yet  decided  wbelberthe^on  of  a  freeinjan  born 
out  ^  the  MofQUgh  ha^  ^an  ^ual  right  to  be  ad- 
mitted with  the  son  of  a  freepaii  born  in  fhe  bo' 
roughj  upon  a  claim  of  birtb^right,  por  whether 
the  apprentice  to  aJouimeg^mAn  eho^maker^  which 
description  of  peisons  constitutes  a  msgority  of  the 
electors,  has  the  same  right  to  his  freedom  as  tbe 
apprentice  to  a  mast^ehMuuther^  upon  %  claim  of 
servitude. 

The  court  of  King's  Bench  has  beon  occupied 

nearly  as  much  as  tbe  House  of  Commow,  on 

.  mandamm  motions,  and  informations,  in  the  net  u  re 

of^tio  jsarronfo,  which  have  compelled  the  oor- 

poratfon  to  admit .«  dozen  frieemen  at  a  time,^  who 

.  have  been  arbitrarily  kept  out  of  their  right,  am) 

ousted  fiiKe  aldermen  and  fi>rty  freemen  at  once 

whofbanreheen  illegally  admitted. 

This  corporation  baa  been  under  the  iftfluence 
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of  the  Newcastle  family,  and  the  three  last  duk< 
of  that  name  have  been  successively  high  stewar 
The  first  effort  at  independence  was  made  by  tl 
freemen  in  1768,  who  invited  the  late  Sir  C© 
Wray,  a  neighbouring  country  gentleman,  and 
member  of  ihe  Bill  of  Rights'  Society  to  represc 
them,  and  he  was  unanimously  returned,  in  opp 
sition  to  the  Duke  of  Newcastle  and  the  corp 
ration. 

The  late  Sir  Wharton  Amcotts  was  chosen  c 
the  same  interest  from  1779  till  the  general  electit 
in  1790. 

Major  Cartwright  was  invited  by  a  part  of  tl 
corporation,  and  a  great  majority  of  the  freeme 
to  represent  this  borough  at  the  above  period;  ai 
if  he  had  accepted  the  invitation,  would  have  be( 
at  the  head  of  the  poll,  as  about  three-fourths 
the  electors  had  engaged  to  give  him  their  vote 
but  his  conscientious  regard  to  the  rights  of  tl 
people,  who  he  considered  to  be  nine  parts  in  te; 
deprived  him  of  all  share  in  the  representatioi 
would  not  suffer  him  to  take  a  seat  in  a  Parlii 
ment  that   did   not  fairly  represent,  and   was  n 
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For  William  Petrie,  esq 89 

Sir  Wharton  Amcotts  .>....;.  .68 
John  Blackburne,  esq 60 

After  this  defeat,  the  corporation  had  recourse 
to  a  new  expedient  to  restore  the  influence  of  the 
high  steward  and  patron.  Thirty-eight  honorary 
freemen  were  made  by  the  bailiffs  and  aldermen, 
to  create  a  majority  in  favour  of  the  Duke  against 
a  future  election. 

This  violent  measure  led  to  a  long  and  expen- 
sive law-suit.  William  Bowles,  esq.,  an  eminent 
banker  in  Lombard-street,  became  the  champion 
of  the  independent  party,  who  to  a  man  engaged 
to  support  him  upon  any  future  vacancy,  as  did 
roost  of  the  freemen  in  the  interest  of  the  Duke 
of  N^ewcastle,  to  whom  this  measure  was  equally 
objectionable ;  the  bailiff,  aldermen,  and  leet  juries 
being  all  selected  from  this  new  body  of  freemen, 
while  those  who  alone  had  the  legal  right  to  those  < 
situations  were  totally  overlooked,  and  treated 
with  contempt. 

Mr.  Bowles  brought  the  question  respecting  the 
power  of  the  bailiffs  and  aldermen  to  make  these 
honorary  freemen,  by  quo  warranto^  into  the  court 
of  King's  Bench,  where  they  were  all  determined 
to  be  illegal,  and  judgment  of  ouster  is9ued  against 
five  aldermen,  and  the  whole  body  of  honorary 
freemen. 

So  successful  a  struggle  for  the  rights  of  the 
legal  freemen  any  one  conceived  would  estab-^ 
lish  him  in  their  hearts  for  ever,  and  that  they 
would  manifest  their  gratitude  at  the  ensuing  elec* 
tion  by  returning  him  unanimously  to  Parliament; 
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butsuch  was  the  depravity  of  some  of  these  people, 
that  DO  less  than  fbrtj-fire,  who  bad  promised  him 
their  support,  broke  their  words,  «nd  roted  for 
the  candidates  proposed  by  the  very  man  who 
had  procured  the  honorary  freemen  to  be  madCi 
one  of  whom  had  nev^r  been  beard  of  at  Retford 
till  the  mbrning  of  the  election,  and  has  never 
been  seen  by  any  of  tbem  since.  We  lament 
that  we  cannot  at  this  time  furnish  a  list  of  their 
names,  ds  a  beacon  to  warn  future  candidates  from 
becoming  a  prey  to  soch  fraud  and  treachery. 

The  numbers  on  the  poll  at  this  election  in  1609 
were — 

For  Robert  Crawford,  esq 85 

Jolin  Jaffray,  esq 77 

"William  Bowles,  esq 65 

Henry  Bonham,  esq 59 

The  two  first  were  proposed  by  the  Dulie  of 
Newcastle ;  Mr.  Bonham  was  the  friend  of  Mr. 
Bowles. 

Mr.  Jaffray  was  a  stranger  to  the  people  of  Ret- 
ford, soon  after  became  a  bankrupt,  and  has  not 
bfen  lieard  of  since. 
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give  firideiHMt  qf  agei^^y  m  tl)e  ^^t  iqs^nce  before 
tbey  proccmd^c)  tp  proye  the  ^ril^cry. 

hettfin  fnom  tb§  Ducbe^^  of  Newc^tle  and  Co- 
Ipqel  Ccauiord  «f r^  tbep  procjuced  to  prove  the 
agtncjrt   but  tb«  CQinv^i^t^e  4ecide4.  that    they 

should  qot  tMirai4* 
It  waa  proved  \h%%  CoJopel  Chairlea  Craufbrc^, 

the  husband  of  th^  P^che^s  of  I)^ewcastle,  had 
piopoaed  hinuelf  9^,  «  c^n^id^te  fofr  ijf^e  borough, 
and  had  coatiniiodi  his  c^Rva^a  till  SQtl^  June,  1 803, 
when  he  g»Ye  it  up  on  9Gcpijint  of  l^is  ill  healtji| 
and  hia  brotfa^rt  the  aittiqg  vienaiber,  }^bb  propoaec^ 
in  his  ateadL  It  nufficiently  appesired,  and  wa9 
proved,  that  the  interest  of  both  these  gentlemen 
was  the  same ;  thf  t  the  sjame  persons  continued  to 
act  aftflHT  Colonel  C*  Crauford  h^  retired ;  the 
same  eolours  and  flags  "y^ere  used,  and  the  same 
houses  resorted  to* 

The  counsel  for  the  petitioners  having  advised 
their  clienta,  on  the  decision  upon  the  evideuce  to 
prove  agency,  to  abandon  their  cli^im,  the  com- 
mittee declared  the  sitting  members  duly  elected. 

The  Duke  of  Nciwcastle  had  now  the  entire 
command  of  this  bjprpugh  till  1807f  when  Sir  Wil- 
liam Ingleby  was  cho^n  iQ  qppositipn  to  his 
Grace's  nominee. 

In  18 IS,  the  fre^paep  entered  into  a  resolution 
to  ahake  off  thp  yoke  of  patronage,  but  they  could 
procure  no  candidajtes.  In  this  dilemma,  a  depu- 
tation was  seqt  off  to  Earl  Fitzwilliam,  at  Went- 
worth  House,  jto  request  his  lordship  to  recom- 
mend a  gentleman*  Agreeably  to  this  invitation, 
lie  recommended  Geoige  Osbaldeston,   esq.,  of 


COUNTIES,  CmES.  AND  BOROUGHS. 

Hutton  Butbell,  in  Yorkshire;  on  the  ntura  of 
the  deputation,  they  found  s  gentlemsn  of  the 
name  of  Manh,  a  perfect  stranger  to  every  penon 
in  Retford,  but  attended  by  two  London  attorneya, 
who  had  arrived,  and  offered  fainuelf  a  candidate. 
They  immediately  adopted  this  gentleman,  in  con- 
junction witb  Mr.  Osbaldeston  ;  but  an  unlucky 
report  was  shortly  after  spread,  that  he  was  an  ad- 
venturer, and  had  hired  a  carriage  and  a  servant  to 
make  a  shew  at  the  election.  This  gained  such  a 
rapid  circulation,  and  obtained  such  a  general  be- 
lief, that  it  became  necessary  to  certify  bis  preten- 
sions, and  prove  that  bis  rank  and  situation  in  life 
qualified  him  to  aspire  to  the  honour  of  repre- 
sentiog  them  in  Parliament.  In  this  painful  situ- 
tion,  he  sent  off  a  deputation  of  three  persons,  in 
a  chaise  and  four  to  York,  a  distance  of  fifty-five 
miles,  to  enquire  of  the  Hon.  Laurence  Dundas, 
member  for  that  city,  to  whom  he  stated  himself 
to  be  known,  whether  be  was  the  person  he  de- 
scribed himself  to  be.  This  unfavourable  rumour 
originated  principally  in  the  indiscretion  of  one  of 
his  own  agents,  aLondon  attorney,  who  had  boasted 
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wanted  to  take  the  advantage  of  the  moment,  and 
[Propose  an  old  school-rellow  as  the  second  candi- 
date ;  but  the  writer  of  this  narratire.  who  pro- 
posed complrmenting  Lord  Fitzwiliiam  with  the 
nomination  of  a  member,  and  brought  Mr.  Os-* 
baldeston  to  Retford,  positively  refused  to  acquiesce 
in  such  a  measure  till  Mr.  Marsh  had  an  opportu- 
nity of  vindicating  his  character,  which  be  did, 
upon  the  return  of  the  deputation  from  York,  to 
the  satisfaction  of  ail  the  electors. 

Mr.  Osbaldeston  and  Mr.  Marsh  ^ere  thereupon 
unanimously  elected  members  for  Retford ;  the  first, 
through  the  immediate  and  personal  introduction  of 
the'  author  of  this  work,  Mr.  Osbaldeston  being  a 
perfect  stranger  to  the  electors,  and  even  his  name 
unknown  to  any  of  them ;  Mr.  Marsh  was  no 
less  indebted  to  the  author  for  preventing  a  second 
candidate  from  being  named,  in  which  case  the 
Newcastle  party  would  have  joined  the  supporters 
of  Mr.  Osbaldeston,  and  left  Mr.  Marsh  in  a  feeble 
minority  indeed.  It  may  create  some  surprise  in 
our  readers  to  acquire  a  knowledge  of  the  gratitude 
displayed  by  these  new  members  of  Parliament 
upon  this  occasion.  The  author  has  never  seen 
nor  heard  from  either  of  them  from  that  day  to  the 
preisent :  nor  has  Mr.  Osbaldeston  reimbursed  him 
one  shilling  of  the  expenses  he  incurred  upon 
that  occasion,  although  he  expended  above  on^ 
hundred  pounds  within  his  knowledge,  and  under 
his  own  eye  ;  and  more  than  two  years  and  a  half 
have  expired  since  these  claims  have  existed. 

The  people  at  Retford  have  not  been  more  for- 
tunate :  by  the  last  accounts  we  received  from  that 
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plMe.  *k%  bilU  HicurNMt  M  the  l*»t  cltqtiop  bad 
not  bee*  pftid.  Wefbrboar  all  aoinwdTersion  uyoa 
tbiacopdvct,  lati^iog  ounelvea  with,  a  relatiqii 
of  iicta,  and  InTWC  ^tw  ptiUw  to  form  thair  own 
concliMionfl. 


OXFORDSHIRE. 

OxroKssHiRic  j«  an  inland  county  of  England, 
bounded  on  the  north  by  Warwiclcahire  and  Ner- 
tbamptonihire,  en  the  east  by  Buekinghamahira, 
on  the  aouth  by  Berkahire,  and  on  the  west  by 
Gloucestenhire.  In  ahape  it  is  very  insular, 
and  ezteoda  in  length  about  48  miles,  and  la 
breadth  96 ;  containing  4J0,000  acres  of  land, 
baring  a^ut  1^,000  acres  arable,  and  230,000 
in  pasturage,  the  remainder  being  uncultivated 
wastes  and  woodlands.  It  i«  divided  into  14  hun- 
dreds, viz.  Hampton,  Banbury,  BinfieU,  Bloxham, 
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being  ditij^k^^  m  trade,  manafeetore,  or  buidi* 
craft,  and  39,109  in  agrieuhure.  The  princt{nil 
rivers  are  the  Tame  and  Isi8,  forming  one  atream, 
anciently  called  the  Tbamesis,  and  the  boundary 
between  Berkshire  and  this  county.  The  Isia  an 
inconsiderable  stream  rising  in  Buckinghamshire, 
joins  the  Thames  at  Dorchester,  the  Cherwell  ris- 
ing in  Nortbamptonahire  falls  into  the  Isis  at  Ox- 
kM.  The  fivenlode  rising  in  Worcestershire  and 
into  the  isia  about  six  milea  above  Oxfisrd,  and 
the  Wtndrush  rtsing  in  the  Cotswold  hills  in 
Gloucestershire  afeo  joins  the  same  river  about  five 
miles  west  of  Oxford.  The  principal  manufine* 
tures  are  those  of  blanki^ts  at  Witney,  shag  at  Ban- 
bury, and  gloves  and  polished  steel  at  Woodstock, 
and  the  employment  of  the  poorer  class  is  lace- 
making  and  spinning.  Two  of  the  greater  Roman 
roads  run  through  this  county.  The  Icknild- 
street  enters  it  at  Goring  frotaa  Beiics,  and  passes 
north  north-east  to  Bucks,  about  six  tniles  aouth- 
east  of  Thame  ;  and  the  Akeman-street,  a  consular 
crosses  the  county  to  Burford.  Besides  these 
there  are  several  vicinal  waya,  the  crest  of  one  of 
which  is  seen  pointing  towcatl  Otmoor,  on  the 
London  road,  ^^ut  a  mile  on  this  side  Hediogton. 
Oxfordshire  was  anciently  inhabited  by  the  Do- 
bunt,  and  the  Romans  annexed  it  to  the  province 
of  Flavia  Cassarienaia.  During  the  heptarchy  it 
belonged  to  Mereia,  and  is  now  included  in  the 
Oxford  circuit,  diocese  of  Oxford,  and  province  of 
Canterbury.  It  sends  nine  members  to  Farlta- 
ment.  The  gross  amount  of  the  assessment  under 
the  pi-operty-tax  for  1806,  was  £l,3\7fisa.    The 
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amouDt  of  money  raised  for  the  muotenaiiec  of  the 
poor  in  I  SOS,  was  £103,559,  st  the  rate  of  4f.  8rf. 
ID  the  pouad,  and  the  average  of  deaths  for  ten 
years  appears  to  have  been  as  one  to  51  of  the 
existing  population. 

REPBESEHTATIVE  HISTORY. 

This  county  was  formerly  under  one  sheriff  with 
Berkshire.  It  was  summoned  on  the  SSd  Edward 
the  First,  and  from  that  time  has  returned  mem- 
bers to  Parliament.  In  the  S2d  of  Edward  the 
First,  the  sheriff  returned  two  knights  of  the  shire, 
and  two  burgesses  for  Oxon :  and  in  the  98th 
year  of  that  reign,  to  this  county,  the  sheriff  added 
the  knights  for  Berks,  though  not  directed  by  bis 
writ,  and  the  18th  of  Edward  the  Third,  he  re- 
turned for  both  counties  in  one  indenture. 

PxTiTiov.  April  14,  1663.  A  petition  of 
Sir  William  Walter,  against  — —  Knollys,  esq. 

NodetenninatioD. 
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father  to  the  present  Marquis  of  Buckingham ;  in 
1766  a  lord  of  the  admiralty  under  the  administra-^ 
tion  of  the  Duke  of  Graftod;  in  1767  a  lord  of 
the  treasury  under  the  same  nobleman ;  in  1778 
secretary  at  war  under  Lord  North ;  in  1786 
created  Lord  Hawkesbury,  and  made  chancellor  of 
the  duchy  of  Lancaster  by  Mr.  Pitt; in  1790 
6ret  lord  of  trade  and  plantations  under  the  same 
minister ;  in  1796  Earl  of  Liverpool,  beside  hold- 
ing for  many  years  the  sinecure  place  of  collector 
of  the  customs  in  the  port  of  London,  worth  six 
thousand  pounds  per  annum,  and  at  last  retired 
from  office  with  the  addition  of  an  enormous  pen* 
sion  for  life ! !  All  this  accumulation  of  wealth, 
fortune,  and  favoritism  originated  in  his  being 
what  is  commonly  called  squib  writer  to  the 
court  candidates  at  this  memorable  election. 

Lord  Viscount  Parker,  and  Sir  Edward  Turner 
were  the  whig  candidates,  supported  by  the  Duke 
of  Marlborough,  Earl  of  Guildford,  Earl  Harcourt, 
and  Earl  of  Macclesfield,  and  by  the  administration 
of  that  day,  the  whigs  being  then  in  place,  and  it 
was  Lord  Parker,  who  first  introduced  Mr.  Jen- 
kinson  to  the  Duke  of  Newcastle,  at  that  time 
minister,  and  procured  for  him  the  first  appoint- 
ment he  obtained. 

Lord  Viscount  Wenman,  and  Sir  James  Dash- 
wood  were  supported  by  the  tory  and  oppositiou 
interest,  and  by  the  Earl  of  Abingdon,  and  Earl  of 
Litchfield,  and  after  a  most  violent  and  expensive 
contest,  this  election  ended  in  a  double  return  of 
all  four  candidates,  and  on  the  S3d  of  April,  17^^» 
the  House  of  Commons  declared  Lord  Wenm»P> 
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mad  Sir  James  Dathwood  not  duly  elected^  but 
that  Lord  Pirker,  and  Sir  Edward  Turner  were 
duly  elected,  and  ought  to  have  been  returned. 

At  the  eoBuing  geoeral  election  in  176I,  the 
Duke  of  Marlborough  nominated  one  memfaert 
and  the  tory  party  the  other,  and  tbey  have  cx>n> 
tinned  to  do  the  asme  erer  aince,  for  a  period  of 
fifty-five  yeara,  Tendering  the  county  repreaenta- 
tioD,  which  for  all  England  amounta  to  only  eighty 
members,  being  less  than  one-fifth  of  the  number 
allotted  to  the  rotten  boroughs,  of  no  cooaequence 
in  a  division  of  the  House  of  Commons,  aa  the 
greater  part  of  these  counties  are  represented  by 
gentlemen  of  opposite  party  and  principles,  who 
are  forced  into  a  compromise  to  avoid  the  ruinous 
CKpenses  of  a  contest,  which  cannot  be  otherwiae 
prevented  under  the  present  system  of  election- 
ering. 


OXFORD— CITY. 

City  is  the  county  town  of  Oxford- 
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bridge  id  the  western  suburb,  over  the  Isis :  and 
Folly  bridge  ovel*  the  Isis,  ib  tb&^buthern  suburb, 
leading  to  Abingdon,  ib  B«rks.  They  ale  all 
built  of  atone.  -  At  the  coronation  cf^he  Jcif|^  attd 
queens  -of  England,  tbe  m^yor  offieiatea  in  'ibe 
buttery,  and  has  for  bis  fee  a  largejgilt  bowl  and 
cover.  The  Thames  tr  laia  is  navigable  far  bafges 
to  liondon,  ^atid  haa  a  canal  navigation  jpunning 
parallel  with  the  Cherwell,  to  Banbury,  and  thende 
joins  the  Bkmingfaam,  Warwidk,  and  Coventry 
canals.  In  Port  meadow,  at  a  small  distance  from 
the  city  annual  raees'stfe  hM.  Oflate  years  Ox- 
ibfd  bas  been  embalhshed  with  a  noble  market- 
place. T4ie  markets  ai^  on  Wednesday  and  Satur- 
day. Fair,  called -St. 'Gitaa,  merely  nominal,  Ist . 
Siept.  The  obateratory,  stands  in  lat.  5\.  45.  38. 
long.  1. 15.  west. 

• 

Thia  city  sent  ab  arigine  members  to  Parlia- 
nptent,  and  in  the  reign  of  Henry  tbe  Third  was 
governed  by  a  mayor. 

Petitxoic.  Febi  8,  16J0.  A  petition  of  Sir 
Francis  Barringtoo,  against  Mr.  Wentworth. 

Resolved,  ''  That  Mr.  Wentworth  is  duly 
elected.'' 

CORPORATION 

Consists  of  a  majror,  recorder,  four  ildermen, 
two  bailiffs,  eight  assistants,  two  chambertains,  and 
twenty -four  common-councilmen. 
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EIGHT  or   BLKCTION. 

Fflb.  19,  16SI.  Stated,  That  the  right  was  in 
the  Mayor,  fifteeo  more,  called  the  Magislrates, 
and  common-couDcil,  together  with  the  Freemen 
of  the  aaid  city. 

Ndhbek  09  totebs— aboDt  1,600. 

Retdenikg  officebs— the  Mayor  and  Bar- 
liffs. 

Pateov — ^Duke  of  Marlborough,  one  member^ 

POLITICAL   CHABACTEB. 

This  city  is  remarkable  for  an  act  of  bribery, 
committed  by  almost  alt  the  members  of  the  cor- 
poration. In  1767  Pbilip  Ward,  esq.,  then  mayor, 
in  conjunction  with  Thomas  Robinson  and  John 
Brown,  the  bailiffs  of  the  said  city,  and  several  of 
the  aldermen,  wrote  a  letter  to  Sir  Thomas 
Stapylton,  bart.,  and  the  Hon.  Robert  Lee,  tbeir 
members,  stating  that  they  would  elect  them  again 
at  the  next  general  election  for  a  certain  sum  of 
money,  stipulated  in  that  letter,  and  acquaintii^ 
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finement  of  some  considerable  time,  upon  their 
petitioning,  and  setting  forth  to  the  House  their 
hearty  sorrow  and  sincere  contrition  for  their 
offence,  they  were  discharged,  after  being  repri<* 
manded  on  their  knees,  by  the  speaker)  in  the  foU 
lowing  words : 

"Philip   Ward,  John   Treacher,   Sir  Thomas 
Munday,   Thomas   Wise,  John  Nicholas,    John_ 
Philips,  Isaac  Lawrence,  Richard  Tawney,  Thomas 
Robinson,  and  John  Brown  : 

"  Tbe  offence,  of  which  you  hare  been  guilty, 
has  justly  brought  you  under  the  severe  displea- 
sure of  this  House.  A  more  enormous  crime  you 
could  not  well  commit,  since  n  deeper  wound 
could  not  have  been  given  to  the  constitution  it- 
self^ than  by  the  open  and  dangerous  attempt, 
which  you  have  made  to  subvert  the  freedom  and 
independence  of  this  House.  The  freedom  of 
this  House  is  the  freedom  of  this  country,  which 
can  continue  no  longer,  than  while  the  voices  of 
the  electors  are  uninfluenced  by  any  base  or  venal 
motive.  For  if  abilities  and  int^ity  are  no  re- 
commendation to  the  electoral  if  those  who  bid 
highest  for  their  voices  are  to  obtain  them  from 
such  detestable  considerations,  this  House  will 
not  be  the  representatives  of  the  people  of  Great 
Britain.  Instead  of  being  the  guardians  ^nd  pro- 
tectors of  their  liberties,  instead  of  redressing  the 
grievances  of  the  subject,  this  House  itself  will  be 
the  author  of  the  worst  of  grievances ;  it  will  be- 
come the  Venal  instrument  of  power  to  reduce 
tl\is  happy  nation,  the  envy  find  admiration  of  the 
world,  to  the  lowest  state  of  misery  and  servitude. 

PART  II.  VOL.  II.  A  A 
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Tbit  is  the  abject  coodition  to  wbicfa  you  ham 
attempted  to  briag  your  fellow-citizens. 

**  Many  cixcunutances  concur  to  aggrarate  your 
offence.  The  place  of  your  reaidence  waa  a  niuf 
gular  advantage.  You  bad  at  all  timea  the  ex^MpIc 
of  one  of  the  most  learned  and  respectable  bocKet 
in  Europe  before  your  ejres.  Their  conduct  in 
erery  instance,  but  especially  in  tbe  choice  of 
tbeir  representatiTes  in  ParHameot,  was  well 
worthy  your  imitatioo. 

**  You  are  magistrates  of  a  great  ci^.  In  such 
a  stiUion,  it  was  a-  duty  peculiarly  incumbent  on 
you  to  watch  over  the  mwals  of  your  fellow -citi- 
zen* ;  to  keep  yourselves  pure  from  renality  ;  and 
to  prevent,  by  your  influence,  those  under  your 
goremraent  from  being  tainted  by  this  growing 
and  pestilential  vice.  How  have  you  abused  this 
trust?  You  yourselves  have  set  the  infiimous 
example  of  prostitution  in  the  most  public  and 
daring  manner ;  surely  you  must  have  felt  some 
remorse  from  the  generous  disdain  with  which 
your  corrupt  ofi«  was  rejected  by  your  represen- 
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terror  of  its Ju(^ment8«  always  thiDka  uppn,  toepcy ; 
nor  do  thej  wet  inBict  punishment  but  for  ifeTk 
sake  of  eicample,  and  to.  prereot  b.then  fraiiii);>iar* 
coming  the  objiactt  of  their  rescbtinlbDt.  .> 

^^  Thecenisure  passed  upon.ycui,  wilU  tb^y  hop^^ 
have  that  effect.  You  are  now  the  object  of  their 
mercy,  and  are  brought  to  the  bar  to  be  dis- 
charged. 

*'  May  you  be  penetrated  with  a  due  sense  of 
their  justice  and  lenilyl-i-Msy  you  9tOQk«  for  your 
past  offencet  by  a  coastaot  endeayouk^  to  malce  a 
right  use  of  the  invaluable  priyjiegei  which  you 
eivjoy  as  electors  ! — Consider  these  privileges  as  a 
sacred  trust  reposed  in  you.  Discharge  it  with 
integrity.  But  before  you  rise  from  your  present 
posture,  I  do,  in  obedience  of  the  commands  of 
this  House,  Heprimand  j^ou. 

^  I  am  now  to  jscquaint  you,  that  youi  are  dis- 
charged,  paying  yoiir  fees." 

Vrcm  the  above  period  to  ijbe  year  1796»  tlie 
members  for  this  city  were  nominated  by  the  Duke 
of  Marlborough,  and  the. Earl  of  Abingdon,  but  at 
the  general  electioa  in,  that  year,  Henry  Peters, 
esq.,  offered  kiniielf  as  an  Incjependent  candidate 
and  was  elected  after  an  expensive  contest. 

At  the  gcaieral  election  in  1802,  the  Duke  of 
Marlborough  brought  in  one  member,  and  the  cor- 
poration the  other,  and  procured  the  return  of  the 
same  geotlelBeii  agaiii  in  1806. 

In  1807,' Mr.  Loekbart  who  hcul  been  an  agent 
to  Mr.  Peteis,  succeeded  upon  the  independent  in- 
terest'imofpantioii  to.  Mr.  A  tkyns  Wright  th< 
corporation  >emdidate.  ! 

A  A  9 
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At  the  lut  genera)  election  in  1819*  the  Hon. 
George  Eden  was  Bupported  by  the  Duke  of 
Mariborougb,  Atkyns  Wrigbt,  esq.,  by  the  corpo- 
ration* andJobD  Ingram  Lockhart*  esq.,  by  the 
indepeodent  intereit.  At  the  close  of  the  poU  the 
nnmbere  were, 

For  Atkyos  Wrigbt,  esq..  .863 
J.  J.  Lockhart,  esq. . .  ..887 
Hon.  George  Eden.  ...798 
It  is  imagined  that  in  futnre  the  Duke  of  Marl- 
borough wiil  return  one  member,  and  the  other 
will  be  contested. 


OXFORD— UNIVERSITY. 

The  origin  of  this  university  as  at  first  established 
re  involved  it  obscurity,  but  all  historians  agree 
that  it  was  in  a  very  early  period— ^Camden  men-- 
tiona  that  Oxford  was  the  seat  of  learnii^  in  the 
time  of  the  Britons.  The  first  college  endowed 
with  a  regular  and  permanent  income  was  that  of 
Baliol.  in    ISGQ.     The 
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University  College,  supposed  to  have  been  tte 
principal  cdH^e  or  hall  founded  by  Alfred,  but 
principally  restored  by  William,  archdeacon  of 
Durham,  who  left  a  •considerable  l^cy  thereto  in 
1949«  as  well  as  by  the  contribution  of  Waher 
Shiriaw,  bishop  of  Durham,  and  Henry  Percf» 
Earl  of  Northumberland;  it  consists  bow  of  a 
master,  19  fellows,  and  17  scholars.    It  has  been 
greatly  enlarged  by  the  benefaction  of  Dr.  John 
Radcliff,  and  has  chambers  (or  two  fellows,  stu^ 
dents  in  medicine,  who  ha^Fe  a  handsome  salary 
for  10  years,  half  of  which  time  they  are  to  travd 
beyond  seas   for  their    improvement.      Fourth, 
Exeter  CoUege,  founded  in  1  SI 4,  by  Waker  Sta- 
pledon,  bishop  of  Exeter ;  it  consists  of  a  rector, 
96  fellows,  one  scholar,  and  9  exhibitioners,  prin- 
cipally elected    out  of  the  diocese  of   Exeter. 
Fifth,  Oriel  College,  founded  in  1394,  by  Adam 
de  Brome,  almoner  to  Edward  li.     A  tenement 
called  L'Orielle  or  Le  Oriele,  was  given  to  it  by 
Edward  III.,  from  whence  It  is  supposed  to  have 
had  its  name.     It  maintains  a  provost,  18  fellows, 
and  13  exhibitioners,  and  the  whole  number  of 
students  is  about  140.    Sixth,  Queen's  College, 
founded  in  1340,  by  Robert  de  Eglesfield,  chaplain 
to  Queen  Phillippa,  consort  of  Edward  III.    The 
present  edifice  was  begun  in  1679  by  Sir  Joseph 
Williamson,  knight,  and  finished  by  the  handsome 
legacy  of  Mr.  Mitchell,  of  Richmond.    The  mem- 
bers are  a  provost,  94  fellows,  &c.,  and  the  whole 
number  of  students  amounts  to  about  900.    The 
custom  of  ushering  in  a  boar's  head  with  a  song  or 
carrol  on  Christmas  day,  is  now  peculiar  to  this 
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college,  but  it  was  formerly  practiced  all  over  the 
iHOgdom.  Seventh,  New  College,  or  Wincfaeater 
collie,  wufounded  in  1379,  by  the  great  William 
Wykeham,  and  eodowed  for  a  warden,  end  70  feU 
lowB.  In  the  cbifiel  is  ahewo  the  Crozier  of  the 
founder,  almoat  the  only  one  of  the  kind  remaining 
in  the  kingdom.  Eighth,  Trinity  College,  was 
founded  by  Sir  Thomas  Pope,  in  1^94,  on  rbe  site 
of  a  college  erected  by  the  Prior  and  Monks,  of 
Ourham.  It  consists  of  a  president,  IS  fetlowa, 
and  IS  scholars.  Ninth,  Lincoln  College,  founded 
by  Richard  Fleming,  bishop  of  Lipcoln,  who  ob- 
tained a  licence  of  Henry  VI.  in  1497*  to  make 
All  Saints  church  collegiate,  and  to  found  a  col- 
.1^  for  a  rector  and  seven  scholars ;  it  was  finished 
in  1475,  by  Rotherham,  bishop  of  Lincoln,  after- 
wards archbishop  of  York,  and  now  consists  of  a 
rector,  13  fellows,  &c.  Tenth,  Worcester  Col- 
lege, founded  in  1714,  by  Sir  Thomas  Coke,  of 
Bentley,  in  Worcestershire,  which  has  had  several 
endowments  since,  and  now  consists  of  a  provost, 
30  follows,  17  scholars,  &c.     It  was  originaUy 
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College,  fouDded  »  14d8,  by  WiHtMhof  Wain« 
Qeejt^  bishop  of  .Winoheater^  for  a  pres'ideat,  40 
feUoi¥B9  i  SO  scbolare,  &c.  Fburteenlfa,  Braze 
Ntee  College,  founded  id  1509,  "by  WHfien  Smithy 
b]9lk4>  of  Lincob,  and  fiiehard  Sutton,  knigfat,  of 
Atotbufy,  in  Cheshire,  for  a  pvindfMil  and  15  feU 
lows.  The  present  establishment  is  five  fellows, 
39  eobolars,  and  12  exhibitioners.  Its  singular 
naiic  '^ppeirs  to  hutve  been  derived  from  the 
founders  iMkving  erected  it  on  the  site  of  two  An- 
cient hallsy  one  of  which  was  called  Braze  Nose 
HtU^ 'Which  bad  acquired  its  nameirom  the  stu- 
detits  who  were  removed  from  a  seminary  or  tem- 
poraiyivnivprsity  at  Stamford,  having  an  iron  ring 
fixed  in  a  nose  of  brass,  and  serving  as  a  knocker 
to  the  gate.  Fifteenth,  Corpus  Christ!  College, 
ftvpdedin  1^16,  by  bishop  Fox,  lord  privy  seal  to 
H»m|y  VII,  and  VIIL  The  Crozier  of  the 
ffionder  js  here^ehewnjbut  not  so  curious  as  that 
of  :Wyicehlim,  at  New  College.  The  present  mem- 
bers ^^bis  society  are  a  president,  SO  fellows,  two 
chaplatios,  90  scholars,  four  exhibitioners,  and  six 
i^ntlemen  commoners.  Sixt^nth,  Christ  Church, 
firanded  tiy  Cardinal  Woisey^  in  1695'.  It  consists 
ht'B  dean,  eight  canons,  100  students,  eight  chap- 
hiins,  eight  singing  men,  and-asimany  choristers,  a 
school-mast^,  <»rganist,  &c.  In  'the  centre  is  the 
giratid  entrance,  a  most  magnificent  Gothic  build- 
ing, having  a  beautiful  tower^  which  contains  the 
bell  called  great  Tom,  ontheeouadof  whichevary 
night  at  nine  the  students  of  the  university  are  en-* 
joined  by  statute,  to  repair  to  their  iiespedtive  so- 
Sevtoteentb,  Jesus  College,  founded  in 
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1^71,  by  Queen  Elizabeth,  and  endowed  by  Hugli 
Price,  treasurer  of  St  David's,  f<v  a  principal, 
eight  fellows,  and  eight  scholars,  which  baa  been 
&ince  raised  to  19  fellows,  and  18  scholars,  besides 
exhibitioners.  Eighteenth,  Wadbam  College, 
founded  in  1613,  according  to  the  will  of  Nicholaa 
Wadham,  of  Merrifield,  in  Somerset,  for  a  warden, 
15  fellows,  15  scholars,  two  chaplains,  and  two 
clerks.  Nineteenth,  Pembroke  Coll^;e,  founded 
in  1630.  by  Thomas  Tesdale,  of  Glympton,  in  Ox- 
ford,  and  Richard  Wightwick,  rector,  of  Isley, 
Berks.  Twentieth,  Hertford  College,  formerly 
called  Hart  Hall,  founded  in  1313  by  Walter 
StBpleton,  bishop  of  Exeter,  as  an  appendage  to 
Exeter  College,  but  it  was  converted  into  a  se- 
parate college  in  1740,  principally  from  the  en- 
dowment of  Or.  Richard  Newton,  for  a  principal, 
two  senior  feltowsj  besides  juniors,  and  students. 
The  university  is  governed  by  a  chancellor,  usually 
a  nobleman,  chosen  by  the  students  for  life ;  a 
high-steward,  named  by  the  chancellor,  and  ap- 
proved by  the  university,  who  is  also  for  life ;  a 
vice-chancellor,  always  in  orders,  and  the  head  of 
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the  unirersity  ;  three  esquires  beadles,  who  carry 
gilt  silver  maces,  and  three  yeomen  beadles  with 
plain  ones,  who  attend  the  Tice-chancellor,  appre- 
hend all  deli nqoents,  and  conduct  the  preachers 
to  church  and  the  lecturers  to  school ;  and  a 
verger  who  carries  a  silver  rod  before  the  vice- 
chancellor. 

REPRSSSKTATIVE  HISTORY. 

The  privilege  of  sending  buigesses  to  Parliament 
was  granted  to  this  university  by  King  James  the 
First,  in  1603. 

Petitions,  &c.  .  April  19,  1636.  Ordered, 
^^  That  the  right  of  election  for  this  university  be 
referred  to  the  Committee  of  Privileges. 

Oct.  J5,  1722.  A  petition  of  William  King, 
L.  L.  D.,  against  the  return  of  William  Bromley, 
esq.,  and  George  Clarke,  L.  L.  D.,  by  reason  of 
divers  corrupt  and  illegri  practices,  committed  by 
them  and  Robert  Shippen,  D.  D.,  and  vice-chan- 
cellor, who  presided, as  returning  oflScer. 

A  petition  of  Sedgwick  Harrison,  and  others, 
against  the  same  return. 

No  decision  appears. 

RIGHT  OF  ELECTION 

« 

In  the  Doctors  and  actual  Masters  of  Arts. 
Number  of  voters — 1,200. 
Returning  ^officers— the  Vice-Chancellor 
and  Heads  of  Collies. 
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POLTIICAL   CHABACTCH. 

The  political  pri&ciplei  fif  the  monben  of  thu 
university  are,  with  a  few  ezoeptiom,  those  of 
loryism.  They  have  always  assisted  and  giTen 
shelter  to  royalty*  wheDever  it  was  distressed  by 
the  Parliament  or  people.  So  little  are  they,  how- 
ever, to  be  influeDced  id  the  choice  of  their  repre- 
sentatives, that  they  do  not  suffer  any  canvass  to 
be  made,  nor  either  of  the  candidates  to  be,  at  the 
time  of  election,  within  ten  miles  of  the  jurisdiction 
of  the  university.  Their  representatives  are  men 
possessing  the  same  sentiments  respecting  civil 
and  religious  government  which  th^  themselves 
do,  BO  that,  in  all  probability,  tbeir  present  mem- 
bos  will  be  continued  in  the  same  htHiourable 
situation,  as  long  as  they  are  able  to  perform  the 
duties  annexed  to  it. 


WOODSTOCK. 
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ehaifa9f)&c.  Hei€  are  OJWiQal  horse  Ta|^.  Market 
on  Tuesday,  and  fairs  the  9d  Tueijii^  after  S4 
Fl^bwiry,  ^»b  4pril,  WbilrHuea^ay,  SA  Ajugust^  2d 
,OQt«ber«  llaesddy  after  9d  Noveaibtt,  and.  lat 
apd  17th  December. 

R£PRKS£NTAJI¥£  HISTORY. 

Tbk  borough,  as  Dr.  Willis  Writes*  returned 
burgesses  to  Parliament  in  the  90th  and  3Sd  of 
Edwiurd  I. :  but  Mr.  Pryhne  takes  |io  notice,  of 
any  returns  for  it;  nor  do  we  find  t^  nf^mesof 
any  buigesses  r^tarnedibr  it  b^re  istissf  Qopen 
Mary,  and  also  to  the  two  next  ParliliEietits, 
and  then  intermitted  until  the  ISlh  of  Qoeen 
Elizabeth,  when  its  right  of  returning  Was  inquired 
Into. 

Petitions,  &c.  April  9,  1571.  Refportlmade 
of  the  validity  of  buiigesses  ;  and  prdercfd,  by  Mr. 
Attorney's  consent,  they  shall  remiaiil  .'according 
to  their  returns ;  for  that  the  validity  of  th^  char- 
ter of  the  t0WQ  ia  to  be  examined  elsewhere^  if 
cause  be. 

March  3,  1713.  A  petition  of  Sir  Thomas  Se- 
bright, hart.,  and  VInCetft  Oakley,  esq.,  against 
Sir  Thomas  TV^h.qa^  bMt.,:an4  WilHam/Cadogan, 
esq.,  candidates  wkhthe  petitioners,  for  prevailing 
with  the  mayor,  &c.,  of  this  borough,  to  make 
divers  new  freemen,  in  order  to  the  said  election  ; 
and  by  imprisoning,  bribing,  end  other  illegul 
practices,  and  bjy  refusing  the  votes  of  several  for 
the  petitioners  who  had  a  right  to  vote,  have  pro- 
cured themselves  to  be  returned ;   in  wrong  ot 
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tbe  petitionen,  and  of  the  righto  and  privilflges 
'of  the  House. 

RetolTed  :  *'  That  the  right  of  election  of  mem- 
ben,  to  serve  in  Parliament  for  this  borough,  is 
in  the  mtjot,  aldenneD,  and  freemen  of  the  said 
borough." 

Resolved :  '*  That  Sir  Thomas  Wheate,  bart.,  is 
not  duly  deeted  a  buigess  to  serve  in  this  present 
Parliament  for  this  borough." 

Resolved :  "  That  William  Cadogan,  esq.,  is  not 
duly  elected." 

Resolved :  **  That  Vincent  Oakley,  esq.,  is  not 
duly  elected." 

Resolved :  "  That  Sir  Thomas  Sebright  is  not 
duly  elected." 

Resolved :  *'  That  the  late  election  is  a  void 
eleetioD." 

Not.   10,  1731.    A  petition  of  Sir  Thomu 
Wheate,  bart. 
Withdrawn. 

Pari.  6.  Charles  Crisp  and  William  Clayton, 
csqn.>  petitioned. 
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POtlTlCAX  CfiARACTSIt^     :;  ; 

This  borough^  which  14  adj^aiqg«tp  the  wall  of 
BleDheim  park,  is  ^n^ holly  uDcter;  th€t  pati:oiiage  of 
the  Duke  of  Marlborough.  Tberigbt  of  votiug 
has  never  come  under  the  acyudk^ajtbn  of  a  com-f 
mittee  of  the  House  of  Commons,  bq^it  is  ad- 
mitted to  h0  in  a  mayor,  four  aldenqepi.  sixteen 
bui^esses,  iind  the  freemen  at  large. 


« I 


BANBURV. 

■    •  .    t 

Banbuey,  a  boi^ugh  and  market-town  in  the 
hundred  of  Badbury,  Oxfordshire,  7^i  mil^  from 
London ;  contains  509  houses  and  2^7^^  inhabit* 
ants,  of  whom  567  were  returned  a^' being  em- 
ployed in  tradel  and  manufiictures*  It  stands  on 
the  river  Cbarwell,  on  the  road  firqai  Buckingham 
to  Bridgnorth.  The  weekly  market  on  Thursday, 
is  reckoned  the  best  in  the  county  for  corQ,  cattle, 
and  alt  kinds  of  provisions. 

REPRESENTATIVE   HISTORY. 

This  borough  was  incorporated  by  Queen  Mary^ 
and  then- had  the  privilege  of .  sending  one  repre- 
sentative to  Parliament. . 

Petitions,  &c.  MarchS5>  1681  •  A  pi^tition 
of  Thomas  Wise,  esq. 

No  determination.  ',.;, 

March.  SI,  \690.  A  petition  of . ^lilathaniel 
Wheatley  and.  others,  against  Jolm  Hawjif f ,  esq. 
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December  99.  Sergeant  Trenchard  reported, 
the  quMtion  was  coocerniog  the  right  of  election, 
wfaetlier  in  the  mayor,  alderaien,  and  capital  bur- 
gcMei^  or  in  tbe'bniigeaaei  tt  large  ?  If  in  the  for- 
mer, the  aitting  member  U  elected  t  if  in  (he 
latter,  Mr.  Ha  vies  ia  elected. 

Resolved:  "Thtit  the  right  of  election  of  a 
burgess  to  serve  in  Ftariiament  for  this  borough, 
is  in  the  mayor,  aldermen,  and  capital  burgesses 
only." 

Resolved :  "  That  Sir  Robert  Dashwood,  knt. 
and  bart.,  is  duly  elected  a  burgess  to  serve  in 
this  present  Parliament  for  tbii  borough :"  to  both 
of  which  the  Houae  agreed. 

Ordered :  **  Mr.  Speaker  do  issue  his  warrant 
for  making  a  new  writ  for  electing  a  buigeaa  for 
this  borough,  in  the  room  of  Mr.  laaacson,  ex- 
pelled this  House." 

1700.  Double  return  ;  viz.  Charles  North 
and  John  Dormer,  esqrs.,  which  were  laid  before 
the  Committee  of  Privil^es. 

The  fsct  was  agreed  to  by  both  parties,  that 
Mr.  Thofp  was   mayor,  and  died   before  hia 
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maining  part  of  the  year,  to  be  chosen  by  tbe 
aldermen  and  borgesaes  only/^ 

ftaM>lved :  ^  Tbat  Chariea  North,  «q.,  i»  duly 
returned  a  biirgeia  tb  acnse  in  this  present  Parlia- 
ment fcM*  tbia'  bo^oughr<y-  toi  which  th(^  Houae 
agreed.   . 

Npv.  3,  1706.  A. petition  of  Toby  Chauncey, 
ewqii  against  Charkft  North,  esq.^ 

No  deterflstnation.  ■':'.• 

Oct.  S^  1789^  A  petition  of  Sir  William  Cod- 
rigton,  bart^  i^idnat  Monoux  Cope,  esq. 

Petition  witbdmwri. ' '     • 

•  -  t 

CORPORATION,. 

This  borough  was  first  incorporated  in  the  1st 
of  Queen  Mary,  tind  then  imprivileged  to  return 
one  mobbef  to  JParlrament;  by  which  charter  it 
was  governed  by  a  bailiff^  twelve  aldermen,  and 
twelve  burgesses.  In  the  reign  of  ^ing  James  I., 
it  was  made  a  mayor  town,  with  twelve  aldermen 
and  six  capital  burgesses;  and  it  had  a  new  char- 
ter from  King  George  I.,  in  the  year  171 B,  by 
which  it  is  now  governed  by  a  mayor,  high-stew- 
ard, recorder,  six  capital  burgesses,  twelve  assist- 
ants, a  town-clerk,  and  a  sergeant  at  mace. 

RIGHT  OF  ELECTION 

In  the  Mayor,  Aldermen,  and  capital  Burgesses 
only. 

Number  of  TaTSES-^i9« 
Returning  officer— <-the  Mayor. 
PATRON-^Earl  of  GuiWford. 
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POLITICAL   CHARACTEB. 

The  number  of  TOten  io  this  town  would  be 
fire  hundred  if  every  householder  had  his  right 
^reeably  to  aucient  usage,  and  why  the  houses 
holders  at  Abingdon  should  possess  that  right, 
and  those  at  Banbury  be  deprived. of  it,  is  a  ques- 
tion that  we  believe  will  puzzle  the  most  ardent 
advocate  for  exclusive  privil^;es  to  answer. 

The  select  body  who  compose  the  corporation 
at  this  plsce,  receive  the  nomination  of  the  mem- 
ber, aa  is  the  custom  in  all  boroughs  of  the  same 
same  description  from  a  patron. 

This  borough,  in  common  with  Abingdon  and 
Highsm  Ferrers,  which  were  alto  incorporated  by 
Queen  Mary,  Bewdley,  which  was  incorpMttted 
by  James  I„  and  Monmouth,  which  was  imprivi- 
I^ed  to  send  members  in  the  reign  of  Henry 
VIII.,  have  only  the  election  of  one  member  each. 
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MartiDsley,  Oakhamsoke,  and  Wrandike,  contain- 
ing two  market- towns,  Oakham,  the  county-town, 
and  Uppingham ;  50  parishes,  3,S74  houses,  in- 
habited by  16,356  persons,  viz.  7»978  males,  and 
9,378  females ;  of  whom  1>993  were  employed  in 
trades  and  manufactures,  and  3,995  in  agriculture. 
The  total  amount  of  the  property  tax  in  1806 
was,  199)093/.  The  amount  of  the  poor  rates  in 
1803,  was  19^674/.,  and  was  at  the  rate  of  3«.  5d. 
in  the  pound:  the  average  scale  of  mortality  for 
10  years  appears  to  have  been  as  1  to  51  of  the 
existing  population.  It  sends  two  members  to 
Parliament,  and  lies  in  the  diocese  of  Peterbo- 
rough. It  is  supposed  to  have  received  its  name 
from  the  red  colour  of  the  soil ;  being  in  many 
parts  a  sort  of  ruddle  used  in  staining  the  fleeces 
of  the  sheep.  Rutland  has  no  manufactures  of 
any  consequence.  Anciently,  this  county  was 
the  residence  of  the  Coritani^  and  afterwards  a 
part  of  the  Saxon  kingdom  of  Mercia.  The  gen- 
tlemen's seats  in  it  are  few,  Burleigh  is  the  chief. 

UEPRESENTATIVE    HISTORY. 

This  county  has  been  represented  from  the  first 
general  returns  of  knights  of  the  shires. 

Petitions,  &c.  Nov.'4,  1601.  Complaint 
being  made,  that  Sir  Andrew  Noell,  being  sheriff 
of  the  county,  had  returned  himself^  jointly  with 
Sir  John  Harrington,  to  be  knight  of  the  shire. 

Upon  which  a  new  election  was  made,  and  the 
warrant  was  sent  from  the  speaker. 

Mr.  Carew  observes,  this  resolution  is  contrary 
to  a  former  precedent,  agreed  on  in  the  House  of 
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CommonB  upon  the  Slst  day  of  February,  in  the 
Parliament,  anno  dom.  1568-1689,  where  Mr.  St. 
Poole,  being  both  knight  Ux  the  county  of  LiiH 
cola  and  sheriff  of  the  same  also,  was,  notwitb* 
standing,  allowed  to  retain  bis  place  in  the  Slid 
House,  as  a  member  thoeof. 

Dec.  dt  1710.  A  petition  of  several  freeholden 
of  this  county,  on  behalf  of  themselves,  and  other 
freeholders  of  the  county  ;  and  also  a  petition  of 
Richard  Halford,  esq.,  against  John  Noel,  esq., 
for  bribery  and  other  undue  practices,  whereby 
he  obtained  a  majority  upon  the  poll  of  the  peti- 
tioner, and  was  returned  with  Lord  Finch,  in  wroi^ 
of  the  petitioner. 

Eesolved :  That  the  Hon.  John  Noel,  esq.,  is 
not  duly  elected  a  knight,  to  serve  in  this  present 
Parliam^it  for  this  county." 

Resolved :  "  That  Richiard  Halford,  esq.,  is 
duly  elected  a  knight  to  serve  in  this  present  Par- 
liament for  this  county." 

POLtTICAL    CHARACTEB. 

This  is  the  only  couoty  in   England  which   has 
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with  Old  SaruiD,  which  has  not  a  house  renfiaiti- 
ing,  or  with  the  nominal  representation  of  those 
cities  and  towns,  where  the  right  of  election  is 
confined  to  a  corporation  of  nineteen,  twenty-four, 
or  thirty,  as  is  the  case  at  Banbury,  Andover,  and 
Bath. 

One  member  for  this  county  was  nominated  by 
the  Marquis  of  Exeter  till  the  last  general  election 
in  1819,  and  his  ancestors  had  possessed  that  in- 
fluence ever  since  the  year  174*7,  but  at  the  last 
election,  the  county  became  independent  of  that 
controul,  and  elected  Sir  Gilbert  Heathcote. 

The  femily  of  Sir  Gerard  Noel  Noel,  of  Exon 
Park,  have  always  brought  in  the  other  member. 

The  Noblemen  who  have  estates  in  this  county 
are  the  Marquis  of  Exeter,  Earl  of  Cardigan,  Eari 
of  Harborough,  Earl  of  Winchelsea,  and  Earl  of 
Lonsdale. 


SHROPSHIRE. 


Salop  or  Shropshire  is  an  inland  county  of 
England,  bounded  on  the  north  by  Denbigbshic^, 
a  detached  part  of  Flintshire,  and  by  Cheshire;  on 
the  east  by  Staffordshire  ;  on  the  south  by  Wor- 
cestershire and  Herefordshire ;  and  on  the  west 
by  Radnorshire,  Montgomeryshire  and  Denbigh* 
shire.  It  lies  nearly  within  59^  and  53°  Borth  la- 
titude, and  S^  and  3^  west  longitude  from  London. 
It  is  about  SO  males  in  length  from  north  to  south, 
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4A  io  breadth,  from  eut  to  west,  318  in  circum- 
fnence,  and  cootaina  1,988  square  miles,  and 
849,940  acres,  or  about  a  forty-fiftb  part  of  Ei^- 
land  and  Wales.  Its  shape  is  an  irregular  pai^- 
lelogram.  This  county  contains  fifteen  hundredi 
or  diviaiona,  viz.  Oswestry,  Fimhill,  Bradforth 
north,  Bradford  south,  and  Brimstry,  on  the  north- 
aaat  side  of  the  Severn ;  the  liberty  of  Shrewsbury, 
the  franchises  of  Wenlock,  and  the  hundred  of 
Stottesden,  extending  on  both  banks  of  that  river; 
the  hundreds  of  Ford,  Chirbury,  Condover,  Mud|- 
slow,  Overs,  Purslow,  and  the  honour  of  Clun, 
on  the  aouth-west  aide  of  the  Severn.  Shropshire 
ia  in  part  in  the  three  dioceses  of  Hereford,  of 
Litchfield  end  Coventry,  and  St.  Asaph.  There 
are,  in  this  county,  S69  churches,  of  which  399 
are  parochial.  There  are  mines  of  lead  ore,  Of  a 
good  quality,  on  the  western  side  of  the  county, 
which  have  been  productive.  In  some  of  these 
mines,  tools,  judged  to  be  Roman,  have  been 
found,  a  few  of  which  are  preserved.  Calamine 
is  also  met  with,  and  the  rock  at  Pimhill  is  strongly 


SHROPSHIRE.  373 

of  the  Severn  are  Willey,  Broseley,  Calcot,  Bent- 
hall,  and  Harnett's  Leason  :  on  the  north  of  that 
river  is  Madeley  Wood,  Coalbrookdale,  Light- 
moor,  Horsehay  Old  Park^  Kesley,  SnedshiU, 
Donnington,  Queen's  Wood,  and  Wrockwardine 
Wood.  These  works  employ  about  6000  hands, 
and  about  360,000  tons  of  coal  are  raised  annually 
in  this  district.  In  the  year  1809,  there  were, 
on  the  different  iron  and  coal  works,  180  fire  en- 
gines, and,  thirty  years  preceding,  there  were  not 
more  than  SO.  This  county  is  also  well  supplied 
with  lime,  and  in  general  the  lime-stone  is  at  no 
great  distance  from  coal ;  it  is  also  well  supplied 
with  building  stone.  At  Pitchford,  near  Shrews- 
bury, a  mineral  pitch  is  found,  exuding  from  a 
red  sand-stone ;  and  near  Jackfield,  south  of  the 
Severn,  is  carried  forward  the  manufacture  of 
coal-tar;  and  in  the  hundred  of  North  Bradford, 
are  found  several  salt  springs.  The  river  Severn 
runs  through  the  county  from  north-west  to  south- 
east, and  is  navigable  the  whole  way,  neither  lock 
nor  weir  being  upon  it  from  Pool-quay  in  Mont- 
gomeryshire to  the  mouth  of  the  Avon  near  Bris- 
tol, a  distance  of  \65  miles.  The  other  rivers  are 
the  Camlet,  the  Teine,  the  Clunn,  and  several 
smaller  streams.  In  this  county  are  several  lakes 
or  meres,  covering  from  40  to  116  acres  of  ground. 
There  are  17  market  towns  in  Shropshire,  and  nine 
towns  or  villages,  which  have  fairs  but  not  markets. 
Various  branches  of  the  flannel  manufacture  are 
carried  on  near  Shrewsbury ;  and  at  Coalport  and 
Caughley  are  manufactures  of  China  ware  of 
great  excellence,  the  blue  and  white,  and  the 
blue  white  and  gold  China  made  there  is  in  many 
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instances  equal  to  tbat  from  the  East.  This 
coVQty,  according  to  the  returns  of  the  populatioD 
made  to  the  Houseof  Comonsin  1801,  was  stated 
to  contain  31, IBS  inhabited,  and  939  empty  houses; 
34,^01  filmilies,  8S,j63  males,  85,076  females, 
45,046  persons  employed  in  agriculture,  35^535 
iqecbanics,  and  70,304  persons  not  comprised  in 
either  of  those  classes,  making  the  total  number 
of  persons,  167,639-  The  gross  amount  of  the 
assessment  on  this  county,  by  the  returns  under 
the  Property  Tax  Act  in  1S06,  amounted  to 
1,330,060/.,  and  the  amount  of  the  Poor's  Rate 
in  1803  was  83,477/..  at  the  rate  of  9$.  IMd.  in 
the  pound.  The  avcr^^e  scale  of  morulity,  for 
10  years,  appears  to  have  been  as  1  to  33  of  tbe 
existing  population. 

REPRESENTATIVE  HISTORY. 

This  county,  we  apprehend,  has  been  sum- 
moned to  send  knights  to  the  Parliament,  ever 
since  the  93d  of  Edward  I. ;  but  Mr.  Prynne's 
lilt  begins  in  the  S6th  year  of  that  reign.  It  was 
joined  with  Staffordshire,  under  one  sheriff.    We 
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They  have,  on  this  account,  been  branded  by 
their  enemies  with  the  epithet  of  the  proud  Sa- 
lopians; but  if  the  definition  of  that  pride  be 
independence,,  in  its  fullest  and  completest  sense, 
our  wish  is,  that  all  our  fellow-citizens  were  in 
possession  of  \%\  aristocratic  oppression  would 
then  ceascr-and  cheerfulness  and  plenty  would 
succeed  in  its  room. 

The  Noblemen  who  have  the  largest  fortunes 
in  this  county,  are  the  Marquis  of  Stafford,  Earl 
of  Darlington,  and  Earl  of  Powys,  but  only  the 
last  noble  lord  resides  in  Shropshire. 


SHREWSBURY. 

Shrewsbury,  a  borough  ^nd  market-town, 
consisting  of  five  parishes,  in  the  liberties  of 
Shrewsbury,  and  capital  town  of  Salop,,  situated 
on  a  kind  of  peninsula  formed  by  the  winding  of 
the  river  Severn,  \55\  miles  from  London,  through 
Coventry  ;  containing  9,597  houses,  inhabited  by 
13,486  persons,  viz.  6,068  males,  and  7>418  fe- 
males ;  of  whom  6,000  were  employed  in  various 
trades  and  manufactures,  principally  in  that  of 
flannels.  There  are  13  trading  companies,  all  in- 
corporated by  charters  in  the  same  manner  as  in 
London.  The  staple  trade  in  Shrewsbury  is  in 
fine  flannels  and  Welsh  webs.  A  large  manufac- 
tory of  coarse  linens,  more  particularly  of  linen 
thread,  has  lately  been  established  in  the  environs 
of  Shrewsbury.  Besides  the  river  Severn,  the 
town  has  the  advantage  of  a  canal  to  Wales,  with 
a  branch  to  EUesmere,  and  another  to  Madeley, 
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with  a  brand)  to  Newport.  The  market  days  are 
OD  Wednesdays  and  Saturdays,  for  corn,  cattle, 
and  provisions,  and  on  Thursdays  for  Welsh  cot' 
ton,  friezes,  flannels,  baize,  Sec.  Its  fairs  are  the 
Saturday  after  the  l5th  of  March,  Wednesday 
after  Easter  week,  Wednesday  before  Holy  Thurs- 
day, Sd  July,  13th  August,  3d  October,  and  13th 
December.  Near  Shrewsbury  is  a  very  visible  ap- 
pearance of  the  gn'eat  ancient  road,  called  Watling- 
ttreet,  which  ran  from  London  to  this  town>  and 
thence  to  the  utmost  borders  of  Wales. 

REPRESENTATIVE    HISTORY. 

This  town  has  been  summoned  to  send  mem- 
bers to  Parliament  from  the  33d  of  Edward  I. 

Petitioms,  &c.  March  96,  l604.  Two  re- 
turns, viz.  Ist,  Mr.  Barker,  and  Sndly,  Mr.  Ser- 
geant Harris  ;  the  former  returned  by  the  bailifib, 
and  the  latter  by  the  sheriff  and  electors. 

Resolved:  "  That  neither  ought  to  be  ac- 
cepted." 

Whereupon  a  new  writ  was  issued. 
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House  may  determine,  whether  Mr.  Attorney- 
General  may  serve. 

1st  Question :  Whether  he  shall,  for  this  Par- 
liament, remain  of  the  House,  or  not  ? 

Resolved  :  **  He  shall.'* 

2d  Question :  Whether  any  attorney-general 
shall,  after  this  Parliament,  serve  as  a  member  of 
this  House  ? 

Resolved :  *«  No." 

May  33,  167S.  A  petition  of  Edward  Kinaston, 
esq.,  against  Sir  Richard  Corbet. 

No  determination. 

Nov.  95,  1708.  A  petition  of  Sir  Edward 
Leighton,  hart.,  against  John  Kinaston  and  Rich- 
ard Mytton,  esqrs. 

Upon  which  a  question  arose  as  to  the  right  of 
election. 

Resolved  :  ^'  That  the  right  of  electing  bur- 
gesses, to  serve  in  Parliament,  for  this  borough, 
is  only  in  the  burgesses  inhabiting  the  said  bo- 
rough, or  in  the  suburbs  thereof,  paying  scot  and 
lot,  and  not  receiving  alms  or  charity.'^ 

Evidence  was  then  given  as  to  bribery  and  other 
indirect  practices  on  both  the  sitting  members: 
and  Gittens,  a  shoemaker,  said  the  sitting  mein- 
bers  ordered  SOOO  pair  of  shoes,  and  all  the  shoe- 
makers in  the  town  were  employed  to  make  them: 
he  was  ordered  to  make  six  dozen  by  Mr.  Mytton 
and  Mr.  Phillips,  steward  to  Mr.  Kinaston,  two 
years  and  a  half  ago ;  that  there  was  a  general 
meeting  of  the  shoemakers,  where  it  was  proposed, 
in  consideration  of  their  having  made  so  many 
shoes  upon  the  sitting  members'   account,   that 
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tfaey  ibould  all  vote  for  them :  that  he  went  to 
vote  for  petitioner,  but  meeting  Phillips,  he  told 
him  he  should  never  be  paid  for  the  six  dozen  of 
shoes  if  he  voted  for  the  petitioner:  whereupon  he 
voted  for  the  sitting  members,  contrary  to  his  in- 
tention, and  was  paid  for  the  shoes  by  Phillips  : 
that  Mr.  Tongue,  agent  for  the  sitting  members, 
offered  to  get  him  lent  25/.  without  interest,  if  he 
would  vote  for  the  sitting  members. 

Brown  said,  Mr.  Robert  Phillips  promised  him 
a  horse  if  he  would  vote  for  Mr.  Kinaston  and  Mr. 
Mytton ;  aad  that  Mr.  Kinaston  told  him  he 
would  help  him  to  95/.,  and  4/.  to  put  out  his  son 
apprentice ;  upon  which  he  promised  him  his  vote, 
though  before  promised  to  Sir  Edward  Leighlon. 

Andrews  said,  Mr.  Cowper,  a  clergyman,  who 
has  a  living  in  Mr.  Mytton's  gift,  offered  five  shil- 
lings and  one  guinea  to  vote  for  the  sitting  mem- 
bers, and  paid  him  two  shillings  and  six-pence  in 
earnest,  and  he  had  one  shilling  more  after:  that 
one  Powell,  as  he  was  going  to  the  election  to  vote 
for  the  petitioner,  was  forced  into  a  house  where 
several  of  the  sitting  members'  voters  were ;  and 
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knocked  down  by  one  Hulston :  be  eaw  tbe  three 
burgesses  vote  for  Mr.  Kinaston  and  Mr.  Mytton. 

Thomas  Cross  said,  petitioner  told  him,  if  he 
would  vote,  and  get  votes  for  him,  he  would  make 
him  steward  of  an  estate  that  he  had  lately  pur- 
chased, saying  he  could  not  treat  him,  but  paid 
one  shilling  for  his  club :  that  Robert  Devis,  an 
agent  for  the  petitioner,  offered  him  thirty  sbillii^ 
if  he  and  his  two  brothers  would  vote  for  the  pe- 
titioner. 

Mansfield  said,  Sir  Edward  Leighton  gave  him 
one  shilling,  and  Lady  Leighton  one  shilling  and 
six-pence,  to  fetch  his  son  out  of  Cheshire. 

Resolved,  ^'  That  John  Kinaston,  esq.,  is  not 
duly  elected  a  burgess  to  serve  in  this  Parliament 
for  this  borough." 

Resolved,  '^  That  Richard  Mytton,  esq.,  is  not 
duly  elected.'* 

Resolved,  '^  That  Sir  Edward  Leighton,  bart., 
is  duly  elected  a  burgess  to  serve  in  this  Parlia- 
ment/* 

March  3,  1713.  A  petition  of  Corbet  Kinaston, 
esq.,  against  Thomas  Jones,  esq.,  for  notorious 
bribery  and  indirect  practices,  procuring  Jonathan 
Scot,  esq.,  mayor,  to  refuse  the  votes  of  several 
burgesses  who  tendered  themselves,  and  ought  to 
have  been  allowed,  and  admitting  others  to  vote 
for  Thomas  Jones  who  ought  not  to  be  allowed, 
prevailing  upon  the  mayor  to  return  the  said  Tho- 
mas Jones. 

A  petition  of  several  of  the  burgesses  to  the 
same  effect. 
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Tbe  petitioner's  counsel  alleged  the  right  of 
election  to  be  id  the  burgesses  at  latge. 

For  Mr.  Jones  it  was  alleged  to  be  only  id  the 
burgesses  inhabiting  within  the  borough,  payii^ 
scot  and  lot. 

Resolved,  "  That  the  right  of  electing  bui^esses 
to  serve  in  Parliament  for  this  borough  is  in  the 
mayor,  aldermen,  and  burgesses  of  the  said  bo- 
rough." 

Sarah  Williams  said,  that  on  the  first  day  of  the 
election  in  the  morning,  before  the  poll  began,  41 
of  those  who  voted  for  Mr.  Jones  and  Mr.  Cresset 
were  treated  at  the  Three  Tuns  by  Mr.  Brickdale : 
the  sitting  membos  were  with  them,  and  the  meat 
brought  in  by  his  servant. 

John  Powell  said,  the  petitioner  gave  Jobo 
Thomas,  his  kinsman,  (as  he  told  him,  tbe  wit- 
ne8s,)tburpound3 towards  buying  his  burgess-ship: 
that  the  petitioner  gave  the  witness  ten  shillings 
to  vote  for  him,  and  his  interest,  but  he  did  not 
vote  fot  him. 

Resolved ;  "  That  Thomas  Jones,  esq.,  is  not 
duly  elected  a  burgess  to  serve  in  this  present  Par- 
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set,  e&q.,  for  this  borough,  is  frivolous,  vexatious, 
and  scandalous/' 

Ordered  :  **  That  the  said  petitioners  do  make 
satisfaction  to  the  said  Mr.  Cresset  for  his  costs 
and  expenses." 

Oct.  18,  1722.  A  petition  of  Sir  Richard  Cor- 
bet, bart.,  and  Orlando  Bridgman,  esq.,  against 
Corbet  Kinaston,  esq.,  and  Richard  Lyster,  esq., 
for  bribery  and  other  undue  practices,  and  also  as 
to  the  right  of  election. 

Resolved  :  "  That  the  right  of  election  of  bur- 
gesses to  serve  in  Parliament  for  this  borough  is 
only  in  the  burgesses  inhabiting  the  said  borough, 
or  in  the  suburbs  thereof,  paying  scot  and  lot,  and 
not  receiving  alms  or  charity.*' 

Upon  which  a  question  arose,  whether  the  vills 
and  parishes  adjacent  were  part  of  this  ancient  bo* 
rough  or  the  suburbs  thereof? 

Resolved :  ^^  That  the  whole  parishes  of  St. 
Chad,  St.  Mary,  St.  Alkmond,  St.  Julian,  the 
Holy  Cross,  and  St.  Giles,  and  the  several  vills  of 
Hadnall,  Acton- Reynold,  Meriden,  Hanwood, 
Grinsell,  OUerton,  Onslow,  Preston *Gubald,  Pirn- 
ley,  and  Merivall,  are  not  within  this  borough  or 
the  suburbs  thereof." 

Resolved  :  ^^  That  the  several  vills  of  Bicton, 
Bel  ton,  Alkmear,  Long  war,  Calcot,  Whitley, 
Whelback,  Upper  and  Lower  Rossall,  Shelton, 
Oxon,  Woodcot,  Morton,  Munkmeal  and  Goose- 
hill,  in  the  parish  of  St.  Chad,  Great  and  Little 
Berwick,  Almond  Park,  Newton,  Albright-Hus- 
sey,  Cotton-hill,  Leaton,  Asley,  Merrington,  Wo- 
lascot,   Sansaw  and  Clive,   in  the  parish  of  St. 
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Mary>  Hencott,  Albright-Lee,  Preston- MoQtford, 
Dintle  and  Arlscroft,  in  the  parish  of  Alkmond, 
and  Pulley  and  Sbetton,  in  the  parish  of  St.  Julian, 
are  not  part  of  the  ancient  borough  of  Shrewsbury, 
or  the  suburbs  thereof. 

Resolved :  "  That  the  parish  of  Holy  Cross  and 
St.  Giles  are  excluded  as  before. 

Resolved:  "  That  Corbet  Kinaston.  esq.,  is  not 
duly  elected  a  burgess  to  serve  in  this  Parliament 
for  this  borough." 

Resolved:  "That  Richard  Lister,  esq.,  is  not 
duly  elected  a  bui^ess  to  serve  in  this  present 
Parliament  for  this  bofmigh." 

Resolred :  *'  That  Orlando  Bridgeman,  esq.,  is 
duly  elected  a  bui^ess  to  serve  in  this  present  Par- 
liament for  this  borough." 

Resolved :  "  That  Sir  Richard  Corbet  is  duly 
elected  a  burgess  to  serve  in  this  present  Parlia- 
ment ibr  this  borough." 

Jan.  93,  \735.  Richard  Lister  and  John  Myt- 
ton,  esqrs.,  petitioned. 

No  determination. 
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Dec.  10»  1806.     T.  T.  Jones^  esq.,  and  otbert, 
petitioned  against  Mr.  Bennett's  election. 

CORPORATION 

Consists  of  a  mayor,  recorder,  steward,  town- 
clerk,  91  aldermen,  and  48  common-councilmen. 

RIGHT  OF  ELECTION 

Vide  Representative  History. 
Number  of  voters — ^900. 
Returning  officer — the  Mayor. 

POLITICAL   CHARACTER. 

The  right  of  election  in  this  town  was  anciently 
popular  and  free  ;  so  late  as  the  year  1709,  we  find 
by  the  Journals  of  the  House  of  Commons  the 
franchise  extended  not  only  to  the  burgesses  inha- 
biting within  the  town,  paying  scot  and  lot,  but  f 
also  to  those  inhabiting  six  other  parishes,  and  46 
vills  in  its  suburbs  and  neighbourhood.  These 
were,  however,  disfranchised  by  a  subsequent  re- 
solution of  the  House,  on  the  9th  of  April,  1799, 
and  the  right  was  limited  to  the  burgesses  inha- 
biting the  precinct  of  the  borough  only. 

The  corporation  afterwards  attempted  to  con- 
fine this  right  still  further,  as  will  appear  by  tlie 
following  case,  on  the  petition  of  certain  electors 
in  the  interest  of  William  Pulteney,  esq.,  tried  by 
a  committee  of  the  House  of  Commons  on  the  7^h 
of  March,  1775. 

The  question  was,  whether  a  class  of  men  coming 
under  the  two  following  descriptions,  who  had 
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been  refiised  their  admissioD  to  their  freedom  by 
the  mayor,  were  entitled  to  vote  at  that  election? 

Ist.  All  persons  of  the  age  of  one-andKttrenty, 
and  who  have  served  a  seven  years'  apprenticeship 
to  one  of  the  trades,  which  form  fourteen  ancient 
companies  by  prescription  or  incorporation  in  this 
borough,  have  a  right  to  demand,  and  be  admitted 
to,  their  freedom,  on  paying  five  pounds,  and  all 
the  usual  fees. 

9d.  All  persons  born  within  the  borough  are,  at 
the  age  of  one-and-twenty,  entitled  in  like  manner 
to  demand,  and  be  admitted  to,  their  freedom,  on 
payment  of  five  pounds  and  the  usual  fees. 

The  foot,  that  the  rejected  voters  came  under 
the  description  of  one  or  other  of  those  two  cus- 
toms, was  not  disputed. 

It  was  proved,  that  more  than  a  year  before  the 
election,  they  bad  tendered  the  fees  to  the  persons 
whose  province  it  is,  by  the  law  of  the  place,  to 
admit  freemen;  that  they  bad  claimed  to  be  ad- 
mitted, and  were  refused.  It  was  likewise  proved, 
that  they  had  tendered  their  votes  at  the  election. 
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affected  by  the  repeal  of  such  a  bye-law.  The  jury 
found  for  the  plain  tiff. 

Baxter,  in  consequence  of  the  judgment  in  his 
favour,  Hied  out  a  peremptory  mandamusi  and 
was  admitted  to  his  freedom^  But  the  corporation, 
after  that  decision,  still  refused  to  admit  the  other 
persons  yrho  claimed  under  the  same  customs. 

In  the  case  of  Baxter  they  had  moved  for  a  new 
trial,  which  was  refused  ;  but  a  second  mandamus 
being  obtained  against  them,  they  moved  that  this 
new  cause  might  be  tried  at  the  bar ;  this  was 
granted  by  the  court ;  and,  on  that  occasion,  the 
judge  who  tried  the  first  said,  he  thought,  that  on 
the  trial  it  had  not  been  properly  understood. 

This  second  mandamus  was  depending,  in  the 
court  of  King's  Bench,  at  the  time  of  election. 
It  was  tried  in  Michaelmas  term,  19th  November, 
1774,  and  determined  in  like  manner  as  the  former; 
and  there  was  no  application  for  a  new  trial. 

On  this  state  of  facts,  the  counsel  for  the  sitting 
member  insisted,  that  the  right  of  the  controverted 
votes  were  still  open  to  the  discussion  of  the  com- 
mittee ;  that  the  two  mandamuses  were  only  con- 
clusive amongst  the  parties,  and  that,  on  the  trial 
of  new  mandamuses,  the  two  former  verdicts,  al- 
though  they  might  have  great  weight  as  evidence, 
would  not  conclude  the  jury.  They  suggested, 
that  since  the  last  trial,  and  after  the  four  days  had 
elapsed,  which  the  court  allows  for  moving  a  new 
trial,  they  bad  discovered  fresh  evidence,  which,  if 
laid  before  the  committee,  would  overturn  the 
custom. 

PART  II.   VOL.  II.  c  c 
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The  counsel  for  the  petitioners  contended,  on 
(he  contrary,  that  under  circumstances  like  those 
of  the  present  case,  two  verdicts,  free  from  all  sus- 
picion of  collusion,  (the  two  mayors  against  whom 
both  the  verdicts  bad  been  found,  baring  continued 
to  be  warm  partizans  of  the  sitting  members  at  the 
election,  untmpeacbed,  and  not  disapproved  by 
the  jodge,)  would  be  conclusive  evidence  at  to  the 
cmttowu,  even  in  a  court  of  law,  because  the  par- 
ties to  be  bound  by  them  on  a  new  mandamui 
would  be  the  same ;  viz.  the  corporation  of  Shrews- 
bury :  that  on  two  such  verdicts,  a  court  of  equity 
would  make  a  decree  to  establish  a  custom,  and 
would  not  grant  a  third  trial ;  but  that  if  this  were 
otherwise,  a  committee  of  the  House  of  Commons 
would  never  suffer  two  solemn  verdicts,  and  con- 
sequent judgments  of  the  only  court  competent  to 
such  causes,  to  be  called  in  question  before  them. 
They  said,  that  even  in  the  Middlesex  case,  nobody 
had  ever  attempted  to  impeach  the  verdict  finding 
Mr.  Wilkes  guilty  of  the  libel. 

The  counsel  for  the  sitting  members  ctted  se- 
veral cases,  where  courts  of  law  had  granted  new 


SHREWSBURY. 

among  others.  The  latter  came  on  in  the  duchy 
court  before  Lord  Kionoul,  assisted  by  Lord  Mans* 
field,  who  said  on  that  occasion,  that  a  verdict  in 
the  time  of  Charles  I.  (which  was  produced  in  the 
cause,)  was  conclusive  evidence  of  the  custom. 
After  this  point  had  been  argued,  and  the  counsel 
directed  to  withdraw,  the  committee,  after  a  short 
deliberation, 

Resolved,  not  to  admit  any  evidence  to  impeach 
the  two  verdicts,  but  to  consider  them  as  conclu- 
sive evidence  of  the  customs. 

The  sitting  members'  counsel  then  endeavoured 
to  prove. 

That  the  rejected  voters  had  not  applied  in  the 
proper  manner,  and  according  to  the  established 
usage,  to  be  admitted  to  the  freedom. 

But  it  came  out  from  the  evidence,  that  the 
mode  of  their  application  was  regular. 

They  then  contended,  that,  as  the  title  of  those 
men  to  their  freedom  was  in  suspense,  and  under 
litigation  in  Westminster-hall,  when  their  votes 
were  rejected,  they  could  not  be  of  any  avail  as  to 
this  election  ;  for  that  in  insitances  where  the  votes 
of  men,  who  had  applied  for  their  freedom  and 
were  refused,  and  have  been  allowed,  on  proving 
their  titles,  the  case  had  been  always  such  as  to 
satisfy  the  committee,  or  the  House,  that  there 
was  no  just  ground  for  refusing  tbem,  and  that  it 
was  done  by  concert  with  a  candidate,  and  in  prder 
to  affect  the  election. 

The  dOmmittee  however,  on  the  same  day, 
(Wedntsday  the  8th  of  March,)    informed  the 

c  c  2 
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Houfe  by  their  chairman,  that  they  had  deter- 
mined, that  William  Pulteney,  esq.,  was  duly 
elected,  and  ought  to  have  beeo  returned. 

This  town  is  remarkable  for  one  of  the  most  ex- 
pensive contests  in  the  election  annals  of  this 
country.  It  bsppened  at  the  general  election  in 
1796*  between  the  fiunilies  of  Lord  Berwick  of 
Attingham,  and  the  late  Sir  Richard  Hill  of 
Hawkestone.  The  brothers  of  these  competitors 
were  the  candidates;  and  it  ended,  aftn  an  expense 
of  more  than  one  hundred  thousand  pounds,  in 
favour  of  the  Hon.  William  Hill,  brother  of  Lord 
Berwick,  who  represented  this  place  in  four  suc- 
cessive Parliaments,  and  then  resigned  his  preten- 
sions to  Sir  Rowland  Hill,  son  of  his  former  oppo- 
nent, who  was  soon  after  created  a  peer,  and  both 
families  have  retired  from  the  representation. 

The  other  seat  has  been  contested  between  tbe 
late  Sir  Thomas  Tyrwhit  JoDCS,  hart.,  and  the 
Hon.  Henry  Grey  Bennet,  second  son  of  the  Earl 
ofTankerville,  with  alternate  success. 

At  the  last  general  election,  in  1819,  there  was 
a  contest,  when  the  numbers  on  the  poll  were  as 
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BRIDGENORTH. 

Bridoenorth,  a  borough  and  market*town 
in  the  hundred  of  Stoddendon,  Salop,  39  miles 
from  Shrewsbury,  13  fix)m  Kidderminster,  and  140 
from  London.  The  river  Severn  divides  the  town 
into  two  parts,  over  which  there  is  a  handsome 
bridge  of  seven  arches.  The  town  consists  of  two 
parishes,  St.  Leonard  and  St.  Mary  Magdalen,  con- 
taining 910  houses  and  4,319  inhabitants,  of  whom 
3,800  were  returned  as  being  employed  in  trade  and 
manufacturing  cloth,  stockings,  andiron  tools,  be- 
sides all  handicrafts  in  common  with  other  towns 
in  England.  It  is  a  place  of  great  trade  both  by 
land  and  water.  Its  market  is  on  Saturday,  and  it 
has  four  fairs;  Thursday  before  Shrove-Sunday, 
June  SO,  August  9,  and  October  99 ;  resorted  to 
from  most  parts  of  the  kingdom  for  cattle,  sheep, 
butter,  cheese,  bacon,  Ac,  tl^e  latter  of  which 
continues  three  days. 

REPRESBNTATITK    HISTORY. 

This  borough  sent  members  to  Parliament  as 
early  as  Shrewsbury. 

Petitions,  &c.  March  98,  1679.  A  petition 
of  John  Wolrick,  esq.,  complaining  of  undue  prac- 
tices in  the  bailiffs  of  Bruges,  alias  Brigenorth,  in 
electing  and  returning  Sir  William  and  Sir  Thomas 
Whitemore,  in  injury  of  the  petitioner,  who  was 
duly  elected  one  of  the  burgesses  of  this  borough. 

No  report  appears. 
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Dec.  14,  1698.  A  petition  of  Roger  Pope,  esq., 
agtuDst  the  return  of  Sir  Edward  Acton,  by  means 
pf  corrupt  and  undue  practices. 

No  report  appears. 

Dec.  4,  1710.  A  petition  of  Sir  Humphrey 
Briggs,  bart.,  and  William  Whitmore,  esq.,  against 
the  return  of  Whitmore  Acton  and  Richard  Acton, 
esqrs.,  by  means  of  bribery  and  other  unirarrant- 
able  practices. 

No  decision. 

Feb.  — ,  1735.  Sir  Robert  Lawl^  and  Sir 
flichard  Acton,  bart.,  petitioned. 

CORPORATION. 

It  is  governed  by  two  bailiffs,  annually  elected 
out  of  34  aldermen,  by  a  jury  of  1 4  men,  tc^tber 
with  a  recorder,  48  common-councilfnen,  a  town- 
plerlt,  and  other  officers. 

RIGHT  OF  ELECTIOir 

In  the  Bui^esses  and  Freemen,  within  and  with- 
put  the  borough. 
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rough,  with  only  five  exceptions,  ever  since  the 
Restoration,  and  frequently  they  have  returned 
both  members.  The  patronage  of  many  places  is 
hereditary,  like  a  peerage;  in  others  it  is  trans- 
ferable, like  the  stocks,  and  as  marketable  as  any 
other  commodity ;  as  a  proof  of  which,  we  extract 
the  following  provision  from  the  seventh  codicil 
of  the  will  of  the  late  Right  Hon.  George  Yen- 
ables,  Lord  Vernon,  as  proved  on  Friday  the  30th 
of  July,  1814. 

^^  I  hereby  declare  this  to  be  a  codicil  to  my  last 
^^  will  and  testament ;  and  I  hereby  give  to  my 
''  dear  son-in-law,  the  Hon.  Edward  Harbord,  one 
^'  sum  not  exceeding  five  thousand  pounds,  to- 
^^  wards  the  purchase  of  a  seat  in  Parliament ;  as 
<^  witness  my  hand,  this  S9d  day  of  August, 
"  1812.  **  Vernon." 

We  do  not  mean  to  insinuate  that  this  particular 
borough,  or  any  other  specific  place,  was  to  be 
purchased  with  the  above  sum,  but  to  shew  the 
traffic  which  generally  prevails,  and  which  a  ca- 
binet minister  declared  in  the  House  of  Commons, 
*^  was  as  glaring  as  the  sun  at  noon-day!!!'' 


LUDLOW. 

Ludlow,  a  borough,  market-town,  and  parish 
in  the  hundred  of  Munslow,  Salop,  situated  at  the 
confluence  of  the  Teme  and  Curve,  99  miles  from 
Shrewsbury,  and  143  from  London;  containing 
780  houses  and  3,897  inhabitants,  viz.  1,780  males 
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and  9,117  females,  of  whom  ^03  were  returned  as 
beio^  employed  in  trade  and  manufacture.  During 
the  Earl  of  Bridgewater'a  presidency  in  1634,  Mil- 
ton's mask  of  Comus  was  first  performed  here, 
principally  by  his  lordship's  sons  and  daughters. 
The  situation  is  beautiful,  standing  on  a  rock, 
shaded  on  the  west  by  a  lofVy  hill,  and  washed  by 
the  river.  The  markets  are  on  Monday,  Wednes- 
day, Friday,  and  Saturday,  but  that  on  Monday  is 
the  principal.  Fairs,  Tuesday  before  Easter,  Wed- 
nesday in  Whitsun-week,  gist  August,  8th  Sep- 
tember, and  8lb  December.  The  races  here  are 
generally  very  numerously  attended. 

REPSKSKNTATITX   HISTOfiT. 

This  borough  first  sent  members  to  Parliament 
in  the  I3th  of  Edward  IV. 

Petitions,  &c.  Nov.  12,  1397.  Sir  George 
Moor  reported,  that  the  difierence  of  the  returns 
for  this  borough  arose  from  the  sheriflT  directing 
his  precept  to  the  bailiff  in  the  tingular  number, 
whereas  it  should  have  been  to  the  bailiffs  in  the 
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Resolved,  unanimously,  ^'That  he  should  be 
removed  principally  because  he  has  openly  con- 
fessed he  was  bailiff,  &c/' 

Mr.  Ashley  moved,  Whether  any  mayor  or  bai- 
liff who  returns  himself  may  serve  as  a  member  of 
this  House  ? 

Another  question  arose,  T^hether  all  mayors 

and  bailiffs  who  are  in  Berry's  case  shall  be  re- 
moved ? 

Resolved  in  the  affirmative. 

Feb.  96,  1661.  Sergeant  Charleton  reported, 
that  the  committee  had  considered  of  the  petition 
of  Samuel  Baldwin,  esq.,  against  Sergeant  Little- 
ton, and  the  question  was  touching  the  manner  of 
summons,  and  whether  the  right  of  election  was 
in  a  select  number  of  13  aldermen  and  35  others  of 
the  common  council,  or  in  them  and  all  the  com- 
mon burgesses  resident  in  the  town?  and  the  com- 
mittee were  of  opinion,  *^  That  the  summons  being 
in  the  usual  form  was  good,  and  that  all  the  com- 
mon burgesses  resident  within  the  13th  and  15th 
had  the  right  of  election  \*  abo  that  Sergeant  Lit- 
tleton was  duly  elected. 

To  which  the  House  agreed. 

March  34,  1689.  A  petition  of  Fitton  Gerrard 
and  Francis  Lloyd,  esqrs.,  shewing  that  this  town, 
being  a  borough,  was  incorporated  by  Edward  L, 
anno  1,  and  that  the  late  Chancellor  Jeffreys,  when 
chief  justice  of  Chester,  extorted  a  surrender  from 
the  said  town  of  all  its  powers  of  electing  bailiflfs, 
aldermen,  and  all  other  subordinate  officers,  down 
to  the  very  attorneys  of  the  town  court,  w)uoh 
surrender  was  acknowledged  and  enrolled  by  one 
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Cole,  as  head  bailiff  of  the  town,  although  he  was 
then  out  of  office,  aod  another  sworo  io  his  place, 
whereupon  the  late  King  James  incorporated  the 
said  town,  by  the  name  of  the  mayor,  aldermen, 
and  common-councilmen,  (whereas  it  was  before 
incorporated  by  the  name  of  the  mayor,  bui^^esses, 
and  commonaittf,J  with  a  reservation  to  remove 
such  officers  at  pleasure,  &c.,  &c.  The  petitioners 
also  complained  of  the  illegal  return  of  Thomas 
Hanmer  and  William  Gower,  esqrs. 
.  Oct.  C,  1690.  Aootber  petition  from  the  same 
against  the  same  return. 

Oct.  14.  A  petition  of  the  inhabitants  of  this 
borough,  complaining  of  an  undue  election  of  bur- 
gesses to  serve  in  Parliament  for  this  borough. 

Dec.  33.  Mr.  Gray  reported,  That  the  borough 
of  Ludlow  is  a  very  ancient  corporation,  and  was 
incorporated  by  Henry  IV.  by  the  name  of  the 
baili£b,  bui^esses,  and  eommottalfy,  with  a  grant, 
burgenaibua  vilia  de  Ludlow,  to  send  members  to 
Parliament:  that  this  corporation  being  served 
with  a  quo  werranto,  did,  on  the  37th  of  October, 
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president  should  deem  fit.  In  execution  of  this 
power,  King  James  did,  on  the  11th  of  November, 
16SS,  under  his  sign  manual,  require  the  lord  pre- 
sident to  remove  and  displace  all  the  officers,  that 
the  corporation  might  be  dissolved,  and  that  one 
Sullivan  and  others  carried  this  writing  to  the 
Duke  of  Beaufort,  the  then  lord  president. 

Upon  the  whole,  the  committee  resolved, 

^^  That  the  new  charter  granted  to  this  borough 
by  the  late  King  James,  whereby  the  ancient  me- 
thod of  electing  burgesses  for  Parliament  is  altered, 
is  illegal  and  void/' 

^'  That  Fitton  Gerrard,  Francis  Llyod,  Thomas 
Hanmer,  and  William  Gower,  esqrs.,  are  not  duly 
elected.*' 

To  which  resolutions  (being  read  twice)  the 
House  agreed,  and  a  new  writ  was  ordered. 

Oct.  S9,  1691.  A  petition  of  Thomas  Hanmer 
and  William  Gower,  esqrs.,  against  the  return  of 
Colonel  Titus  and  Francis  Lloyd,  esqrs. 

Resolved :  ^^  That  Silas  Titus  and  Francis  Lloyd, 
esqrs.,  are  duly  elected." 

Nov.  S9,  169^.  A  petition  of  Francis  Lloyd, 
esq.,  complaining  of  an  undue  election  and  return 
for  this  borough. 

Jan.  16,  1696.     Petition  withdrawn. 

Dec.  12,  1698.  A  petition  of  the  Hon.  Thomas 
Newport,  and  one  from  Thomas  Farmer,  and  other 
burgesses,  against  the  return  of  William  Gower, 
esq. 

March  I,  1699.  Sir  Rowland  Gwyn  reported^ 
that  the  first  question  was,  Whether  the  sons  of 
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buigmei,  or  such  as  married  burgesses  daughters, 
bad' right  to  be  made  burgesses?  and  the  second 
question  was,  Whether  the  petitions  of  such  per- 
.  sons,  so  claiming,  ought  to  be  sigDed  by  the  peti- 
tioners } 

The  committee  resolved. 

That  the  sons  of  burgesses  of  this  borough,  and 
those  who  marry  the  daughters  of  bui^esses,  have 
a  right  to  be  made  burgesses  of  this  borough." 

**  That  every  person,  having  a  right  to  be  made  a 
butgess  of  this  borough,  ought  to  demand  such  Am 
right  by  petition^  signed  by  the  petitioner,  ac- 
cording to  the  bye-law  made  in  1663,  and  not 
otherwise." 

"  That  William  Gower,  esq.,  is  duly  elected  a 
burgess  to  serve  in  Parliament  for  this  borough." 

The  first  and  second  resolutions,  being  read 
twice,  were  agreed  to  by  the  House,  but  the  third 
was  disagreed  to :  and. 

Resolved ;  '*  That  Thomas  Newport,  esq.,  is 
duly  elected  a  burgess  to  serve  in  Parliament  for 
this  borough." 
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CORPORATION, 

By  charter  anno  3  Charles  I.,  consists  of  two 
bailiffs,  SO  aldermen,  and  4S  common-council- 
men  ;  but  by  charter  of  James  IL,  it  consists  of 
two  bailiffs,  ten  other  aldermen,  95  common-coun- 
cilmen,  a  recorder,  town-clerk,  steward,  chamber- 
lain, and  other  officers. 

RIGHT  OF  ELECTION. 

Feb.  26,  1661.  Is  in  all  the  resident  common 
burgesses,  as  well  as  the  twelve  and  twenty-five. 

Dec.  22,  1690.  The  new  charter  granted  to  the 
town  of  Ludlow  by  the  late  King  James,  whereby 
the  ancient  method  of  electing  burgesses  for  Par- 
liament is  altered,  is  illegal  and  void. 

March  1,  169S'  Thesons  of  burgesses  of  Lud- 
low, and  those  that  marry  the  daughters  of  bur- 
gesses, have  a  right  to  be  made  burgesses  of  the 
said  borough. 

Every  person  having  a  right  to  be  made  a  bur- 
gess of  the  borough  of  Ludlow,  ought  to  demand 
such  his  right  by  petition,  signed  by  the  petitioner, 
according  to  the  bye-law  made  in  the  year  166S, 
and  not  otherwise. 

Number  of  voters — nearly  500. 

Returning  officers — the  two  Bailiffs. 
Patron — Earl  of  Powis. 

POLITICAL  CHARACTER. 

There  has  been  no  contest  for  this  borough  in 
our  remembrance.  It  submits  implicitly  to  the 
nomination  of  its  patron. 


COUNTIES.  CITIES,  AND  BOROUGHS. 


WENLOCK. 

Wenlock,  Moch,  or  Grkat,  a  borough,  mar- 
ket-towD,  and  parish,  situated  io  a  divisioD  of 
Shropshire  called  Wenlock  fraDchise,  Sj  miles 
fromBridgeoorth,  aDdl^l  from  London ;  containing 
467  houses,  and  1,981  inhabitants. 

BBPHBSBNTATIVE  HISTORY. 

This  borough,  by  charter  of  Edward  IV.,  anno 
147s,  had  the  privilege  of  sending  one  member  to 
Parliament,  which,  as  Dr.  Willis  writes,  was  the 
6rst  charter  of  the  kind. 

FiiiTiOHfl,  &c.  Dec.  S,  1710.  A  petition  of 
Sir  Robert  Lawley,  bart.,  and  Richard  Lawl^, 
esq.,  against  the  return  of  Sir  William  Forester 
and  George  Weld,  esq.,  by  means  of  bribery  and 
other  undue  practices. 

A  petition  of  several  but^esses  residing  and  in- 
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CORPORATION, 

By  charter,  anno  7  Charles  I.,  consists  of  a  bai- 
liff, recorder,  two  other  justices,  and  13  peers  or 
capital  burgesses. 

RIGHT    OF    ELECTION 

In  the  Corporation  and  Burgesses. 
Number  op  toters — 100. 
Returning  OFFICER — the  Bailiff. 
Proprietors — Lord  Bradford  and  Cecil  Weld 
Forester,  esq. 

POLITICAL    CHARACTER. 

This  town  is  also  called  Much-Wenlock ;  but 
from  its  being  an  ill-built  dirty  little  place,  con- 
sisting only  of  two  ordinary  streets,  it  is  called 
Muck'Wenlock  by  way  of  derision. 

The  villages  of  Little  Wenlock  and  Brosely  are 
within  the  limits  of  this  borough,  the  whole  of 
which  is  the  property  of  Lord  Bradford  and  Mr. 
Forester,  the  present  member.  The  advowson  of 
the  living  belongs  to  Sir  Watkin  Williams  Wynne. 

This  insignificant  borough  is  the  first  that  ever 
sent  members  to  Parliament  by  virtue  of  a  charter 
from  the  crown,  which  was  granted  by  King  Ed- 
ward IV.,  29th  November,  1478,  who,  by  his  au- 
thority delegated  to  them  the  power  of  sending 
one  member  to  Parliament. 

This  monarch  was  seated  upon  a  throne  tot- 
tering with  the  uncertainty  of  its  possessor,  who 
had  been  obliged,  in  his  passage  to  it,  to  wade 
through  a  sea  of  blood.  An  act  committed  in  that 
dpy  of  danger  and  perplexity  could  not  be  a  pre- 
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cedent  sufficiently  respectable  to  vest  future  kings 
with  an  authority  to  grant  the  same  privil^es, 
when  and  where  it  should  seem  expedient  to 
them,  and  particularly  when  no  such  power  was 
committed  to  them  by  the  constitution  of  this 
countiy.  The  act  of  union  having  limited  the 
number  of  membeis  of  Parliament  for  England  to 
five  hundred  and  thirteen,  and  that  of  Scotland  to 
forty<five,  has  how  prevented  the  future  exercise 
of  this  extiaordioary  prerogative. 


BISHOPS'  CASTLE. 

Bishops'  Castle,  a  market-town,  and  parish 
in  the  hundred  of  Furslow,  Salop,  SJ  miles  from 
Mon^;omery,  and  160  from  London ;  situated  od 
the  river  Clun  ;  and  containing  967  houses,  and 
1,313  inhabitants.  It  takes  its  name  from  having 
formerly  had  a  stately  castle,  the  residence  of  its 
bishops.  The  market,  on  Friday,  is  well  supplied 
with  cattle  and  provisions,  and  the  town  has  a 
tolerable  trade,  through  its  great  intercouTBe  with 
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Dec.  12,  1608.  A  petition  of  Sir  Gilbert  Ger- 
rard,  bart.,  against  the  return  of  Sir  William 
Brounlow,  bart.,  by  means  of  bribery,  and  the  ar- 
bitrary conduct  of  Walter  Woolaston  the  bailiff 
of  this  borough. 

Feb.  4,  1700.  The  committee  resolved,  ''  That 
Sir  William  Brounlow,  bart.,  is  not  duly  elected.'' 

''That  Sir  Gilbert  Gerrard,  bart.,  is  duly 
elected  a  burgess  to  serve  in  Parliament  for  this 
borough." 

The  first  resolution,  on  a  division  was  agreed  to, 
Vut  the  second  was  disagreed  to,  and  resolved, 
•^  The  election  to  be  void,'* — also  . 

Resolved,  *'  That  it  appearing  the  burgesses  of 
the  said  borough  have  been  notoriously  guilty  of 
bribery ;  that  no  new  writ  do  issue  during  this 
session,  for  electing  another  burgess  for  this  bo- 
rough." 

Feb.  Id,  1700.  A  petition  of  Sir  William 
Brounlow,  bart.,  against  the  return  of  Charles 
Mason,  (son  of  Thomas  Mason,  the  present  bai- 
liff), who  is  guilty  of  bribery  and  other  corrupt 
practices. 

Feb.  17,  — .  A  petition  of  Sir  Gilbert  Ger- 
rard, bart.,  against  the  return  of  George  Walcott, 
esq.,  by  means  of  treats,  rewards,  menaces,  and 
other  corrupt  practices. 

May  13,  — .  Sir  Rowland  Gwyn  reported  on 
the  petition  of  Sir  William  Brounlow  against  Mr. 
Mason,  and  Sir  Gilbert  Gerrard,  against  Mr.  Wal- 
cott. 

The  committee  resolved, 

"  That  Charles  Mason,  esq.,  is  not  duly  elected, 
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and  that  he  is  guilty  of  notorious  bribery  in  en- 
deavouring to  procure  himself  to  be  returned  a 
burgess  for  this  borough." 

*|  That  Geotge  Walcott,  esq.,  is  duly  elected  a 
burgess  to  serve  in  Parliament  for  this  borough." 

These  resoJutioBs,  being  read  twice,  were  agreed 
to  by  the  Hou8e,"--«nd 

Ordered,  "  That  na  warrant  do  issue  this  ses- 
sion for  a' new  writ,  for  the  election  of  a  burgess 
for  this  borough." 

"  That  Chsries  Mbsod,  esq.,  for  his  offence  be 
taken  into  the  custody  of  the  sergeant  at  arms." 

Jan.  3,  1701.  A  petition  of  Geoi^  Walcott, 
esq.,  sgainst  Cbarks  Mason,  esq.,  for  bribery  and 
other  illegal  practices. 

Resolved,  "  That  Charles  Mason,  esq.,  is  not 
duly  elected  a  bui^eas  to  serve  in  Parliament  for 
this  borough." 

"  That  George  Walcott,  esq.,  is  not  duly  elected 
a  bu^ess  to  serve  in  Parliament  for  this  borough." 

Aprils,  1709'.  A  motion  was  made  that  Mr. 
Speaker  do  issue  his  warrant  to  the  clerk  of  the 
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Feb.  4th.  Ordered,  ''  That  Mr.  Walcott  hdve 
leave  to  withdraw  his  petition/? 

Dec.  6y  1710.  A  petition  of  Charles  Mason, 
esq.  against  Richard  Harnage,  esq.,  for  bribery, 
menaces,  and  treats  by  himself  and  his  agents. 

No  determination. 

March  5,  1713*  A  petition  of  Sir  Charles 
Lloyd,  hart.,  against  Sir  Robert  Rymond,  and 
Richard  Harnage,  the  latter  for  not  taking  the 
oath  of  qualification,  and  both  for  bribery,  treats, 
&c.t  &c. 

No  determination. 

March  31,  1715.  A  petition  of  Edward  Lord 
Harley,  against  Charles  Mason,  and  Richard  Har- 
nage, esqrs.,  for  bribery  and  other  illegal  practices, 
and  representing  that  Charles  Mason  was  not  qua- 
lified. 

No  determination. 

Oct.  19)  17S3.  A  petition  of  Charles  Mason, 
esq.,  against  Bowater  Vernon,  esq.>  for  notorious 
bribery. 

April  36^  1736.  Mr.  Gibbon  reported  the  state 
of  the  poll  was, 

For  Mr.  Vernon 59 

Mr.  Mason 16 

That  the  petitioner's  counsel  objected  bribery 
to  all  Mr.  Vernon's  voters  and  called  the  follow- 
ing persons  who  said  they  had  received  money  to 
vote  for  Mr.  Vernon,  viz. 

DavidAdama ^12    0    0 

John  Richards  (and  wife) 13    7    0 

Stephen  Lloyd  (and  wife) 13     1     0 

Samuel  Ricbardsi  junr •  •  • .     12    0    0 
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Samuel  Lloyd ^13     1    0 

Richard  Colbatch 13     1     0 

John  Brigbt 30    0    0 

Robert  Miaton,junr. 95    0    O 

Nineothera    117    9    O 

John  WooUaston 6    6    0 

Jeremiah  Brown,  junr 5S  \0    O 

Walter  WooUaston  and  4  others, 

\f  94  each ; 96     0    0 

John   Compson  and  ten  others, 

jeiSeach 132     0     O 

Six  others,  £6  each 36    0    0 

Three  others,  ^19  each 36    0    0 

John  Jones SI     0    0 

Richard  Moore 19    0    0 

John  Seyes 38     1     0 

Several  of  the  witnesses  also  said  that  moat  of 
the  voters  thus  bribed  were  tenants  to  the  peti- 
troner,  and  always  in  his  interest,  and  that  in  ge- 
neral they  declared  they  would  have  voted  for  the 
petitioner,  but  for  the  sitting  member's  money. 
Resolved,  '*  That  Bowater  Vernon  is  not  duty 
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1764,   he  requested  leave  to  withdraw  it,  which 
was  granted. 

Nov.  12,  1802.  R.  B.  Robson,  and  J.  C. 
Kinchant  petitioned  ;  tried  May  12,  1803,  and  Sir 
George  Cornwall,  chairman  of  the  committee,  re- 
ported to  the  House,  that  the  sitting  members 
were  duly  elected,  and  that  the  petitions  were  fri- 
volous and  vexatious* 

CORPORATION 

Consists  of  a  bailiff,  recorder,  and  fifteen  alder» 
men,  out  of  whom  the  bailiff  is  annually  chosen, 
and  is  justice  of  the  peace  and  quorum  for  that 
and  the  ensuing  year. 

RIGHT   OF   XLBCTIOK 

In  the  Baiiiffand  all  the  Burgesses  within  the 
said  borough. 
Number  of  voTERS-^about  60. 
Returning  officer — the  Bailiff. 
Proprietor— ^Earl  of  Powys. 

POLITICAL   CHARACTER. 

This  borough  is  entirely  under  the  direction  of 
the  Earl  of  Powys,  who  is  proprietor  of  the  greatest 
part  of  it.  The  right  of  voting  is  in  the  buigesses 
who  are  inhabitants. 

Wen  lock  and  this  are  the  only  two  places  which 
come  under  the  description  of  propriety  boroughs 
in  this  county ;  the  number  of  voters  not  exceed- 
ing one  hundred  in  either.  The  rights  are  nearly 
the  same  in  each,  only  that  residence  is  not  a  requi* 
site  qualification  in  a  buigess  of  Wenlock. 
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SOMERSETSHIRE. 


SoHBRSETSHiKB  is  bounded  on  the  north  by 
Gloucestershire,  the  Irish  sea  and  the  SeTem  ;  on 
the  east  by  Wiltshire  and  Dorsetshire ;  on  the 
south  by  Dorsetshire,  and  on  the  west  and  south- 
west by  Devonshire;  being 68  miles  in  length  and 
47  in  breadth,  containing  991,360  acres  of  land, 
having  930,000  acres  arable,  and  534,500  in  pas. 
turage.  It  is  divided  into  43  hundreds,  viz.  Ab- 
dick  and  Bulstooe,  Andersfield,  Bathforum, 
Bempstone,  Brent  and  Wrington,  Bruton,  Can- 
nington,  Carharopton,  Catash,  Ch«w,  Chewton, 
Crewkeroe,  Curry  north,  Ferris  Norton,  Fromc, 
Glaston,  Hartcliffe  and  Bedminster,  HorethOTne, 
Hounborough,  Keynsham,  Kilmeraden,  Kings- 
bury, Martock,  Milverton,  Petherton,  north  and 
south,  Pitney,  Fortbury,  Somerton,  Stone,  Taun- 
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Wiveliscomb  and  Yeovil,  4S0  parishes,  48,040 
houses,  inhabited  by  273,7^0  persons,  viz.  196,927 
mates,  and  146,823  females,  of  whom  54,053  were 
employed  in  trade  and  manufactures,  and  61,434 
in  agriculture.  The  amount  of  the  assessment 
under  the  act  for  laying  a  tax  on  property  in  1806, 
was  ^4,0559356,  and  the  amount  of  the  poor's 
rates  in  1803  was  jE  15 1,237,  being  at  the  rate  of 
4s.  Sd.  in  the  pound,  and  the  average  scale  of  mor- 
tality for  10  years  appears  to  have  been  as  one  to 
54)  of  the  existing  population.  It  sends  16 
members  to  Parliament,  is  included  in  the  western 
circiuit,  the  province  of  Canterbury  and  in  the  dio- 
cese of  Bath  and  Wells.  The  rivers  of  Somerset- 
shire are  numerous,  but  not  large,  their  course 
being  chiefly  within  the  county.  Few  counties 
contain  a  greater  variety  of  soil  and  situation  than 
Somersetshire;  the  north-eastern  partis  in  general 
stony  and  possesses  a  lofty  mineral  tract,  called 
the  Mendip  HUU^  affording  abundance  of  coal, 
lead,  and  calamine  ;  the  lead  is  particularly  hard, 
and  is  mostly  exported  for  making  bullets  and  shot ; 
the  calamine  is  sent  to  Bristol,  being  used  in  the 
making  of  brass.  Copper,  maganese,  bole,  and 
red  oker  are  also  found  in  these  hills,  the  tops  of 
which  are  large  swampy  flats,  dangerous  to  cross. 
Below  them  on  the  banks  of  the  Ax  is  Chedder, 
celebrated  for  its  cheeses,  which  in  size  and  rich- 
ness, are  said  to  exceed  any  in  the  kingdom. 
Much  cheese  is  made  in  the  lower  parts  of  the 
county  in  general,  and  of  which  a  great  deal  is  ex- 
ported. Many  cattle  of  bulk  nearly  equal  to  the 
Lincolnshire  are  fed  in  the  luxuriant  meadows 


COUNTIES^  CITIES,  AND  BOROUGHS. 

about  the  head  of  the  Parret.  The  crops  of  corn 
are  so  conttiderable,  that  it  forma  a  considenble 
branch  of  traffic'with  different  parts  of  tiie  king- 
dom. Wood  is  exceedingly  plentiful  in  most^ 
parts  of  the  county,  and  growi  to  the  greatest  state 
of  perfection. 

EEPBllINTATITE  BISTOEY. 

This  county  was  formerly  under  one  and  tht 
same  sheriff  with  Dorsetshire.  It  has  returned 
knights  to  Parliament  from  the  39d  Edward  the 
First. 

Petitions,  &c.  Nor.  9,  1640.  A  petition 
of  the  freeholders,  complaining  of  an  undue  re- 
turn. 

Nov.  9i  1666.  Sir  Job  Carleton  reports  from 
the  committee  of  elections,  touching  the  election 
of  a  knight  for  this  county,  between  Sir  John 
Warre,  and  Sir  John  Sydenham;  that  the  com- 
mittee bad  fully  examined  the  matter,  and  beard 
the  evidence  on  both  sides ;  and  were  of  opinioD 
that  Sir  John  Warre  was  duly  elected,  and  ought 
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county  meeting,  convened  for  the  purpose  of  no- 
minating the  members,  previous  to  the  day  of 
election,  they  resolved,  and  agreed  unanimously, 
not  to  give  their  votes  either  to  the  brother  or  son 
of  a  peer  of  the  realm,  nor  to  any  candidate  sup- 
ported by  such  an  interest.  By  this  conduct  they 
have  manifested  their  knowledge  of  the  constitu- 
tion of  their  country,  and  their  zeal  for  its  prospe- 
rity, in  keeping  the  democratic  part  independent 
oti  and  unmixed,  as  it  certainly  ought  to  be,  with 
the  aristocratic.  If  this  doctrine  was  universally 
understood,  and  generally  practised,  our  represen- 
tatives would  be  elected  by,  and  out  of,  ourselves, 
who  are  better  acquainted  with  our  own  interests, 
and  necessarily  more  anxious  to  promote  them 
than  those  who  are  constitutionally  separated  from 
us,  and  who,  from  that  and  other  circumstances, 
consider  the  people  as  an  order  of  beings  distinct 
from  themselves,  and  value  them  only  in  propor- 
tion as  they  are  serviceable,  or  instrumental  to 
their  own  consequence,  pride,  and  ambition. 

Thomas  Buckler  Lethbridge,  esq.,  was  chosen 
member  for  this  county  at  the  general  election  in 
1807»  in  opposition  to  William  Gore  Langton, 
esq.,  who  had  been  the  honest  and  independent 
representative  of  the  freeholders  in  four  successive 
Parliaments,  but  Mr.  Lethbridge  had  given  such 
universal  disgust  to  his  constituents,  by  his  mo- 
tion against  Sir  Francis  Burdett,  which  was  after- 
wards the  cause  of  that  gentleman  being  committed 
to  the  Tower,  for  writing  a  letter  to  the  electors  of 
Westminster,  in  which  he  denied  the  power  of 
the  House  to  commit  a  British  subject  without  a 
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tFial  and  conviction  by  his  peers,  and  which  the 
House  of  Commons  was  pleased  to  deem  a  libel> 
the  whole  county  appeared  incensed  against  hiu, 
and  opened  subscriptions  in  every  part  to  op- 
pose his  re-election,  and  support  their  old  favou- 
rite, Mr.  Gore  Langton. 

Mr.  Lethhridge,  howevvri  feeling  the  sense  of 
the  county,  retired  from  the  storm,  and  at  the  next 
general  etection  in  1813,  Mr.  Gore  Langton  was 
UBMiiraousIy  elected  in  conjunction  with  Mr. 
Dickenson. 

The  noblemen  of  this  county  are  the  Duke  of 
Somerset,  Earl  Paukt,  Earl  of  E^mont,  Earl  of 
EgmoDt,  &c.>  bat  they  have  bo  inOuence  upon  the 
electioo  of  its  members. 


BRISTOL. 

B&isTOL  is  a  city  in  the  hundred  of  Barton 
Regis,  GHoucestersbire,  1121  miles  from  London, 
by  Marshfield,  and  191  by  Bath,  distance  from  the 
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Mangotsfield,  and  Stapletoni  in  the  hundred  of 
Barton  R^s,  or  out  parishes ;  but  this  edition  is 
offset  by  the  parish  of  Bedminster,  containing 
3,978  persons  who  are  not  included,  because  si- 
tuated in  the  county  of  Somerset.  This  city  is 
supposed  to  have  acquired  near  8,000  houses  since 
the  cocnmencement  of  the  18th  century.  The 
consioa  Beivers,  which  run  through  the  streets, 
render  the  whole  city  remarkably  clean.  Carts 
are  not  admitted  in  the  streets  for  fear  of  damaging 
the  arches  of  the  vaults  and  gutters  that  are  niade 
under  ground  for  conveying  the  soil  into  the 
rivers ;  on  this  account  every  thing  is  conveyed 
by  sledges,  to  the  no  small  danger  of  the  foot  pas- 
sengers. The  quay  is  above  a  mile  in  length, 
reaching  from  St.  Giles's  to  Bristol  bridge,  and  is 
all  the  way  embanked  by  a  firm  wall,  coped  with 
hewn  stone ;  the  whole  is  not  impeded  by  the 
buildings,  which  lie  a  considerable  way  back,  so 
that  it  is  one  continued  quay.  Here  is  a  dock 
which  will  contain  ten  sail  of  large  vessels,  and 
further  on  there  is  another  where  a  building  is 
erected  on  14  pillars  of  ciist-iron,  being  a  crape,  a 
curious  piece  of  mechanism,  for  loading  and  un- 
loading ships :  from  which  to  the  mouth  of  the 
river  Frome,  the  quay  is  called  the  Gibb.  Here 
are  some  considerable  woollen  manufactures,  and 
no  less  than  1.5  glass-houses,  for  which  Kings- 
wood  and  Mendip  furnish  the  coals.  There  are 
13  city  companies,  several  of  whom  have  some 
elegant  halls,  particularly  the  Merchants'  hall  in 
Princes-street.  The  city  is  divided  into  IS  wards, 
having  an  alderman  to  preside  over  each.     The 
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mayor,  &c.  holds  a  quarter  Bessioos,  and  a  court 
of  requests  is  held  every  Monday  for  the  recoTcty 
of  debts  under  408.  and  the  two  sheriffs  hold  a 
pie-powder-court  every  year  in  autumn  under  the 
piazza,  in  the  old  market.  All  persons  are  free  to 
trade  here,  and  the  freedom  of  the  city  can  be 
purchased  at  a  very  moderate  sum.  Market  days, 
Wednesday  and  Saturday  for  butcher's  meat, 
poultry,  &c.  There  is  an  astonishing  plenty  and 
variety  of  provivons,  fi'uit,  and  vegetables  in  the 
markets,  perhaps  unequalled  in  England,  as  well 
as  for  their  reasonable  price.  Here  the  famous 
Thomas  Chatterton  was  born,  his  father  being 
sexton  of  St.  Mary's  Redcliffe.  According  to  the 
return  of  the  parish  roister,  the  burials  appear  to 
have  averaged  on  the  last  four  years  as  one  iu  J} 
of  the  population  ;  but  it  is  to  be  observed,  that 
there  are  four  parish  burial-grounds  opened  of  late 
years,  where  the  persons  buried  are  not  registered. 
Fairs,  1st  March,  in  Temple-street,  and  the  1st 
Sept.  in  St.  James's  church-yard,  the  last  chiefly 
for  horses. 
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Whereupon  two  petitions  were  preferred. 

Oct.  30,  1666.  Resolved,  *•  That  Sir  Hum- 
phrey Hooke  was  duly  elected,  and  ought  to  sit, 
to  which  the  House  agreed." 

Ordered,  "  That  the  now  mayor  heretofore 
sheriff  for  the  city  of  Bristol,  be  committed  to  the 
custody  of  the  sergeant  at  ^rms,  for  his  misde- 
meanor, in  making  a  false  return  for  the  said  city." 

Oct.  95 J  1680.     A  petition  of  Robert  Henly. 

Oct.  98th.  An  information  being  given,  the 
House  against  Sir  Robert  Yeamans  of  Bristol,  and 
against  Sir  Robert  Canne,  a  member  of  this  House; 
that  they  did,  in  October,  1679,  publicly  declare, 
that  there  was  no  popish  plot,  but  a  presbyterian 
plot. 

Resolved,  "  That  Sir  Robert  Canne  is  guilty  of 
publicly  declaring  in  the  city  of  Bristol  in  Oct. 
1679,  that  there  was  no  popish  plot,  but  a  presby- 
terian plot.'' 

Ordered,  ^*  That  Sir  Robert  Canne  be  com- 
mitted to  the  prison  of  the  Tower." 

Ordered,  ^*  That  Sir  Robert  Canne  be  expelled 
this  House." 

Nov.  8.  A  petition  of  Sir  Robert  Canne,  knt., 
and  bart. 

Ordered,  ^^  That  Sir  Robert  Canne  be  dis- 
charged from  his  imprisonment." 

Dec.  20.  Mr.  Treby  reported,  "  That  the 
committee,  having  taken  the  matter  oF  Mr.  Henly's 
petition,  concerning  the  election  for  this  city  into 
consideration," 

Resolved,  «<  That  Sir  Robert  Canne  was  not 
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duly  elected  a  citizen  to  serve  in  this  present  Par- 
liament for  the  said  city." 

Resolved,  "  That  the  election  for  the  said  city 
is  a  void  election." 

Mr.  Treby  also  reported,  "  That  Sir  John 
Lloyd,  late  mayor,  William  Jackson,  aod  William 
Clutterbuck,  sheriffs  of  the  said  ci^,  did,  at  the 
time  of  the  said  election,  impose  an  oath  upon  the 
electors  before  they  came  to  give  theii  votes,  in 
these  words  :  viz.  '  You  shall  swear  that  you  are 
'  a  freeman,  and  that  you  have  not  given  your 
*  voice  already.' " 

Ordered,  "  That  Mr.  Speaker  do  issue  his  war- 
rant for  a  new  writ,  for  electing  a  citizen  to  serve 
in  this  present  Parliament  for  this  city." 

March  94.  A  petition  of  Sir  Robert  Atkins, 
knight  of  the  Bath,  and  Sir  John  Knight  and 
others,  bui^etsea  and  freeholders  of  this  city, 
touching  the  election  for  the  said  ci^. 

The  Parliament  being  in  a  few  days  after  dis- 
solved, it  was  not  heard. 

March  S4,  1689.  A  petition  of  William  Powkt, 
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No  determination. 

Oct.  II,  1799.     William  Hart,  esq.,  petitioned. 

Jan.  93,  173^*  Mayor,  &c.,  petitioned  on  be- 
half of  John  Scrope,  esq. 

The  petition  partly  heard,  and  then  withdrawn. 

March  90,  1776.  Matthew  Brickdale,  esq.,  pe- 
titioned against  the  return  of  Edmund  Burke,  esq., 
and  Henry  Cruger,  esq. 

Sitting  members  declared  duly  elected, 

Oct.  31,  1780.  Henry  Cruger,  petitioned 
against  the  return  of  George  Dawbeqey,  esq. 

May  18,  1784.  George  Dawbeney,  esq.,  petir 
tioned  against  the  return  of  Henry  Cruger,  esq., 
as  did  several  voters  against  Mr.  Brickdale's 
election. 

The  sitting  members  declared  duly  elected. 

,  1819.     Henry    Hunt,    esq.,    petitioned 

against  the  return  of  Richard  Hart  Davis,  esq., 
and  Edward  Frotheroe,  esq. 

Sitting  members  declared  duly  elected* 

CORPORATION 

Consists  of  twelve  aldermen,  the  ms^yor  and  re- 
corder being  two  of  that  number,  two  sheriffs,  and 
forty-eight  common-councilmen. 

RIGHT  OF  ELECTION 

In  the  Freeholders,  having  freeholds  of  forty 
shillings  a-year,  and  the  Free  Burgesses. 
Number  of  voters — ^near  6000. 
Returning  officers—- the  Sherifl^. 
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POLITICAL   CHARACTKB. 

This  city  was  formerly  considered  a  part  of 
Gloucestershire.  The  return  of  its  members  to 
serve  in  Parliament  was  made  by  the  sheriff  of 
that  county ;  but  afterwards,  to  dignify  the  county 
of  Somerset  with  three  cities,  it  was  placed  there 
before  Bath  and  Wells,  as  the  first  of  the  three.  Id 
the  47th  of  Edward  III.  it  was  dissevered  from 
Gloucester  and  Somerset,  and  made  a  county  of 
itself.  This  city  is  certainly  the  second  in  Eng- 
land, with  respect  to  the  number  and  riches  of  ita 
merchants.  It  is  entirely  free  from  aristocratic 
and  ministerial  controul ;  but  it  is  generally  re- 
presented by  a  coalitioD  formed  by  the  leaders  of 
the  two  contending  parties.  One  of  its  repre- 
seotatiTes  votes  uniformly  with  administration, 
and  the  other  commonly  with  opposition ;  so 
that  six  thousand  persons,  to  whom  the  right 
of  election  is  supposed  to  be  confined,  have  vir- 
tually no  representation  at  all. 

This  city  also  labours   under  the  intolerable 
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swear  themselves  the  sons  of  parents  to  whom 
they  have  no  other  aflSnity  than  that  of  recording 
their  names  on  the  same  parchment,  in  the  inden- 
ture of  admission.  Freemen's  daughters  have  also 
been  married  for  the  express  purpose  of  qualifying 
their  husbands  to  vote,  and  the  husband  selected 
for  the  occasion,  after  fulfilling  the  purpose  of  the 
marriage,  appears  to  have  provided,  by  anticipa- 
tion, against  the  evils  that  might  arise  from  the 
inconvenience  of  a  bad  partner^  by  discovering 
that  the  marriage  has  no  validity,  from  the  cir- 
cumstance of  bis  having  %  farmer  wife  living. 

These,  and  innumerable  other  impositions,  have 
been  known  to  have  been  practised  at  elections 
for  this  city,  and  we  may  defy  the  ingenuity  of 
law  to  prevent  them  till  one  system  of  right  is 
established,  and  that  system,  the  constitutional 
one  of  extending  the  election  franchise  to  every 
housekeeper  in  the  kingdom.  If  that  right  was 
established  in  Bristol,  the  number  of  voters  would 
be  ten  thousand.  The  representatives  would  be 
treble  the  present  number.  The  city,  divided  into 
districts,  would  be  polled  in  one  day,  and  the 
persons  who  pay  all  direct  taxes,  and  serve  all 
public  offices,  would  be  fairly  represented. 

In  1774,  Henry  Cruger,  esq.,  and  Edmund 
B^rke,  esq.,  were  elected  for  this  city,  upon 
the  opposition  interest,  against  the  late  Earl 
Nugent  and  Matthew  Brickdale,  esq. ;  at  the  next 
election  in  1780,  the  ministerial  party  returned 
both.  From  that  period  till  1819,  the  city  of 
Bristol  has  been  governed  by  two  party  clubs, 
and  each  club  has  nominated  a  member. 

PART  II.  VOL.  II.  X  £ 
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At  tlie  last  general  election,  the  Whig  Club 
nominated  Sir  Samuel  Romilly,  and  the  White 
Lion,  or  Tory  Club,  proposed  Richard  Hart  Davis, 
esq.  The  former  was  opposed  by  Edward  Pm- 
theroe,  esq.,  who  professed  himself  a  Whig,  but 
was  secretly  aopported  by  the  Tory  Club,  tvbo, 
by  this  manoeuTre,  succeeded,  for  that  time,  io 
briDging  in  both  mdmbetB. 

Henry  Hunt,  esq.i,  of  Middleton  Cottage  in 
Hampshire)  offered  blmtelf  a  candidate  upoii  the 
old  constitutional  system  of  incurring  no  expenses, 
nor  canvassing  vottia.  He  was  received  with 
every  demonstratiobbfpopuUr  enthusiasm,  though 
the  newspapers  were  hired  to  traduce  him,  and 
every  meMure  was  reported  to,  that  the  ingenuity 
of  his  opponents- could  devise  to  injure  him  in 
the  public  opinion. 

The  numbers  at  the  final  close  of  the  poll  were 

For  R.  H.  Davis,  esq 9910 

fidwardProtheroetesq..  9435 
Sir  SaAuel  Romtlly  ; . . .  168J 
Uenty  Hunt,  esq. , 436 
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trades,  &c.,  exclusive  of  the  out-parishes  of  Batb- 
ampton,  Batbwick,  Bathford,  and  Batheaston, 
which  contain  670  houses  and  4,514  inhabitants. 
The  city,  except  a  little  opening  to  the  east  and 
west,  through  which  the  Avon  passes,  is  surrotinded 
by  hills.  It  has  an  elegant  bridge,  and  the  river  has 
been  made  navigable  to  Bristol.  It  was  formerly  sur- 
rounded with  a  slight  wall,  of  which  there  still 
appear  sotne  remains,  as  well  as  one  or  two  of  its 
gates.  Most  of  the  new  buildings,  dnd  by  far  the 
largest  and  finest  part  of  the  city,  are  without  the 
walls.  Joined  with  Wells,  the  citv  formA  a  hi- 
shopric,  called  the  diocese  of  Bath  and  Wells.  The 
bishop's  seat  is  at  Wells.  The  diocese  compre-- 
bends  the  whole  of  the  county  of  Somerset,  except 
a  few  churches  in  the  city  of  Bristol^  containing 
388  parishes,  and  503  churches  and  chapels.  Sixty 
of  the  parishes  are  impropriate.  The  markets 
are  held  here  principally  on  Wednesday  and  Sa« 
turday,  and  plentifully  supplied  with  aU  kinds 
of  provision ;  excellent  mutton  is  produced  from 
the  feed  on  Lansdown,  one  of  the  highest  hills 
which  overlook  the  city,  about  three  miles  in  ex- 
tent; on  which  is  annually  held,  on  the  10th  of 
August,  a  fair  for  cheese,  horses,  and  all  kinds  of 
merchandize.  The  fish  market,  on  Monday,  Wed- 
nesday, and  Friday,  far  excels  that  of  dny  inland 
town  in  the  kingdom. 

BEPRKSKNTATIVB   HISTORY. 

This  city  has  returned  members  to  Parliament 
from  the  23d  of  Edward  I.  The  ancient  method 
of  election  was  by  the  mayor  and  three  citizens 
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being  Bent  from  thence  to  the  county  court,  who, 
in  the  name  of  the  whole  community,  and  by  as- 
sent of  the  community,  returned  their  represen- 
tatives. 

Feb.  18,  1635.  Mr.  Gay  informed  the  House, 
that  he  was  returned  a  burgess  for  the  said  city ; 
and  besides,  one  of  the  principal  men  of  the  cit^ 
bad  murdered  himself  and  bis  wife,  and  that  the 
mayor  was  the  only  coroner;  therefore  desired 
leave  to  go  home. 

Referred  to  the  Committee  of  Privileges,  whe- 
ther a  new  writ  should  issue,  end  leave  to  go 
b(HDe. 

The  first  contested  election  was  immediately 
after  the  Restoration,  when  the  fireemen  laid  claim 
to  a  right  of  election,  two  returns  were  made,  one, 
by  the  mayor  and  aldermen,  of  Alexander  Pop- 
ham,  esq.,  and  William  Frynn,  esq.,  and  the  other 
by  tbe  aldermen  only  ;  upon  which, 

May  16,  1661,  Sergeant  CarJeton  reported.  That 
Alexander  Fopham,  esq.,  sod  William  Prynn,  esq., 
were  returned  as  citizens  to  serve  for  the  said  city 
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A  petition  of  Sir  Charles  Berkley,  knt.,'  and 
Sir  Thomas  Bridges. 

This  petition  was  never  reported,  though  Mr. 
Prynn  writes  it  was  heard,  and  the  right  of  election 
made  out  to  be  in  the  corporation,  Jtfae  question 
then  being.  Whether  ail  the  freemen  and  citizens 
had,  and  ought  to  have,  voice  in  the  election  of 
citizens  to  serve  in  Parliament,  or  only  the  mayor, 
aldermen,  and  common-council. 

Oct.  37f  1675.  A  petition  of  Henry  Bridges, 
esq.,  against  Sir  George  Speake. 

Never  beards 

Nov.  9,  1705.  A  petition  of  George  Dashwood 
and  Richard  Houblin,  esqrs.,  against  William 
Blathwait  and  Alexander  Popham,  esqrs. 

Jan.  27»  1707.  Mr.  Compton  reported.  That 
the  question  was  upon  the  right  of  election  ;  that 
the  petitioners'  counsel  insisted,  that  the  right  of 
election  was  in  the  mayor,  aldermen,  and  all  the 
freemen  paying  scot  and  lot. 

That  the  counsel  for  the  sitting  members  in- 
sisted the  right  of  election  was  in  the  mayor,  alder- 
ipen,  and  common-council,  or  capital  citizens  only. 

Resolved,  *^  That  the  right  of  election  of  citi- 
zens to  serve  in  Parliament  for  this  city  is  in  the 
mayor,  aldermen,  and  common-council  only." 

«^  That  William  Blathwait,  esq.,  is  duly  elected 
a  citizen  to  serve  in  Parliament  for  the  said  city.'' 

''  That  Alexander  Popham^  esq.,  was  duly 
elected  a  citizen  to  serve  in  Parliament  for  this 
city.'* 

March  30,  1715.    A  petition  of  Edward  Min- 
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■ball  and  John  Broomhall,  esqrs.,  against  Samuel 
Trotman  anct  John  Codringtoo,  esqrs. 

Ordered,  that  leave  be  given  to'  withdraw  Uie 
petition. 

Jan.  97t  1738.  Henry  Bridges,  esq.,  petitioned. 

Nor.  Sd,  1769.  Walter  Long,  esq.,  petitioned 
against  Mr.  Smith's  election.  Feb.  iO,  1766}  Mr. 
Smith  was  declared  duly  elected. 

COEPORAIJON 

Consists  of  a  roayoti  nine  other  aldermen,  a  re. 
corder,  and  SO  common-councilmen,  from  amongst 
whom  a  sheriff  is  chosen. 

BIGHT  or  BLBCIIOM, 

S6th  January,  1706,  in  the  Mayor,  Aldermen, 
and  Common-couttcilmen  only. 

NOMBIBB  OP  VOTERS — 30, 

RsTtTBNiNG  OFFICES — the  Mayor. 
Fateohs — Marquis  of  Bath  and  John  Palmer, 
esc|. 

POLITICAL   CHABACIEE. 
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well  commit.  The  puDisbment  inflicted  by  the 
House  of  Commons  on  such  as  they  have  deemed 
it  expedient  to  make  examples  of  their  justice,  has 
been  disquaiificatiqnfrom  voting  in  the  election  of 
members  of  Parliament.  All  the  inhabitants  of 
Bath,  the  corporation  only  excepted,  are  exactly 
in  the  same  situation,  with  only  the  mental  con- 
solation of  not  having  committed  a  similar  offence 
against  the  liberty  of  their  country  to  deserve  it. 

The  representation  of  this  city  is  as  complete  a 
political  farce  as  that  of  Old  Sarum ;  for  if  thirty 
individuals  are  to  elect  two  representatives  for  the 
people  of  England,  it  is  of  very  little  consequence 
whether  they  are  chosen  by  that  number  of  bur- 
gage-holders,  or  by  the  same  number  of  aldermen 
and  common-council.  We  however  trust,  that  we 
may  hail  them  with  the  prospect  of  a  speedy  re- 
form, which  will  restore  men  to  their  rights,  and 
the  nation  to  its  true  dignity  and  independence. 

If  the  right  of  election  extended  to  the  house- 
holders, where  the  constitution  originally  placed 
it,  the  number  of  voters  for  this  city  would  be 
seven  thousand ;  but  at  Edinburgh,  where  the 
right  of  voting  is  also  confined  to  a  corporation  of 
thirty-three  individuals,  the  same  right  would  ex- 
tend to  three  times  that  number;  and  if  these  po- 
pulous cities  were  divided  into  districts,  they 
would  have  an  equal  number  of  representatives 
with  every  other  district  in  the  empire.  At  present 
they  send  one  member  less  than  Old  Sarum  and 
Gatton,  which  have  but  one  house  between  both 
boroughs. 

The  corporation  of  Bath  have  also  many  non- 
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residents  amongst  them ;  and  sometimes  the  maydr 
resides  in  London  or  elsewhere,  and  is  not  seen  io 
the  city  of  which  he  is  chief  magistrate  from  one 
end  of  the  year  to  the  other ;  on  which  occasion 
the  office  is  executed  by  deputy.  The  citizens  and 
householders  of  Bath  have  no  more  concern  in 
choosing  the  aldermen  and  common -council  than 
they  have  in  electing  the  members  who  are  tbnr 
nominal  representatives  in  Parliament.  When  t 
vacancy  happens,  by  death  or  otherwise,  amongst 
the  thirty  who  compose  the  oligarchy  of  this  city, 
the  remaining  twenty-nine  appoint  him  a  succes- 
sor; they  do  not  even  hold  themselves  bound  to 
choose  him  from  amongst  the  fieemen,  but  assume 
a  power  of  conferring  the  freedom  on  the  peraoD 
they  have  selected,  to  qualify  him  for  the  situation, 
and  immediately  elect  him  into  the  corporation. 

The  Marquis  of  Bath  nooiiastes  one  of  the 
members  who  represent  these  thirty  individuals, 
and  the  Marquis  Camden  named  the  other  till 
1803,  when  John  Palmer,  esq.,  one  of  the  alder- 
men, succeeded  him  in  the  joint  patronage  of  the 
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built,  the  houses  neat,  and  many  of  them  el^ant, 
and  the  streets  well  paved  and  clean.  The  cathe* 
dral,  the  greater  part  of  which,  as  it  now  stands, 
was  erected  in  19S9  by  Bishop  Jocelyn  de  Wells, 
is  a  spacious  Gothic  structure,  in  the  form  of  a 
cross,  being  380  feet  long  and  ISO  wide.  The 
town-hall  is  situated  over  Bishop  Bubwith's  hos- 
pital, which  is  endowed  for  SO  poor  men  and  wo- 
men. On  the  east  side  of  the  city  is  a  spacious 
open  market-place.  The  name  of  this  city  is  said 
to  be  taken  from  a  remarkable  spring  called  St. 
Andrew's  Well,  rising  near  the  palace,  and  emitting 
a  copious  stream,  which  surrounds  that  structure, 
and  thence  flows  through  the  south-west  part  of 
the  town.  The  chief  manufactures  are  knitting  of 
hose  and  l>one  lace.  Market  on  Wednesday  and 
Saturday.  Fairs,  14th  May,  S5th  July,  35tb  Oc- 
tober, and  SOth  November. 

REPRESENTATIVE  HISTORY. 

This  city  has  sent  members  to  Parliament  from 
the  93rd  of  Edwaixi  I. 

Petitions,  &c.  Nov.  97f  1680.  A  petition 
of  John  Hall,  esq.,  concerning  the  election  for  this 
borough. 

Resolved :  '*  That  Edward  Berkley,  esq.,  is  not 
duly  elected  a  burgess  to  serve  in  this  present  Par- 
liament for  this  borough." 

Resolved :  ''  That  John  Hall,  esq.,  is  duly 
elected  a  burgess  to  serve  in  this  present  Parlia- 
ment for  this  borough.** 

May  25,  1685.  A  petition  of  Harry  Brydges, 
esq. 

No  report. 
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Mairh  S4, 1690.  A  petition  of  William  Coward. 
esq.,  agaiost  Edward  Berkley  aod  Hoptoo  Wynd- 
ham,  esqrs. 

A  petition  of  Peter  Gallop  and  others,  the  ma- 
jority of  the  buigessea,  freemen  and  inhabitants  of 
this  city,  against  the  mayor,  for  falsely  returning 
Edward  Berkley  and  Hoptoo  Wyndham,  esqrs. 

No  report. 

Nov.  S6,  1693.  A  petition  of  Harry  Brydges, 
esq., -against  the  return  of  Edward  Berkley,  esq. 
'  Feb.  18.  Colonel  GlaDviHe  reported,  That  the 
petitioner  insisted  the  right  of  election  was  in  the 
mayor,  burgesses,  and  inhabitants  paying  scot  and 
lot. 

For  Mr,  Berkley  it  was  insisted,  That  the  right 
of  election  was  in  the  mayor,  masters,  and  sworn 
burgesses,  and  no  poll  was  duly  demanded  for  the 
inhabitants. 

Resolved  :  "  That  the  right  of  electing  citizens 
to  serve  in  Parliament  for  this  city  is  only  in  the 
mayor,  masters,  and  burgeasea  of  the  said  city. 

Resolved :  "  That  Edward  Bedctcy,  esq.,  is  duly 
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tioD  was  in  the  mayors,  masters,  and  burgesses, 
and  inhabitants  paying  scot  and  lot,  or  in  the 
mayor,  masters,  and  burgesses,  only  V* 

Resolved  :  ^^  That  the  right  of  election  of  citi- 
zens to  serve  in  Parliament  for  this  city,  is  in  the 
mayor,  masters,  and  burgesses  of  the  said  city/^ 

Resolved  :  ^^  That  Thomas  Horner  is  not  duly 
elected  a  citizen  to  serve  in  this  present  Parliament 
for  this  city." 

Resolved :  ^^  That  Maurice  Berkley,  esq.,  is  not 
duly  elected  a  citizen  to  serve  in  this  present  Par- 
liament for  this  city." 

Resolved :  ^^  That  William  Coward,  esq.,  is 
duly  elected  a  citizen  to  serve  in  this  present  Par- 
liament for  this  city.'' 

Resolved :  ^^  That  William  Peirs,  esq.,  is  duly 
elected  a  citizen  to  serve  in  this  present  Parliament 
for  this  city.*' 

Feb.  95,  1716.  A  petition  of  John  Dodd,  esq., 
against  Thomas  Homer. 

Whereupon  it  was  agreed,  that  the  right  of  elec- 
tion was  in  the  mayor,  masters,  and  burgesses;  and 
the  question  was,  Whether  the  burgesses  should 
be  sworn  burgesses  ? 

Resolved  :  ^^  That  Thomas  Horner,  esq.,  is  not 
duly  elected  a  citizen  to  serve  in  this  present  Par- 
liament for  this  city." 

^^  That  John  Dodd,  esq.,  is  duly  elected  a  citizen 
to  serve  in  this  present  Parliament  for  this  city.*' 

Oct.  IS,  1722.  A  petition  of  the  Hon.  Geoige 
Hamilton  and  William  Piers,  esq.,  against  Thomas 
Edwards  and  Francis  Gwynn,  esqrs.,  wherein  the 
qualification  of  the  freemen  was  disputed. 
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Resolved :  "  That  the  right  of  election  m  in 
such  persons  as  are,  hy  conaeot  of  the  mayor  and 
common  rouDcil,  admitted  to  their  freedom  in  any 
of  the  seven  trading  companiesiolhe  said  city,beiDg 
thereto  entitled  by  birth,  s^vitude,  or  marriage." 

Resolved:  *■  That  Thomas  Edwards,  esq.,  is 
duly  elected." 

Resolved :  *'  That  Francis  Gwyn,  esq.,  is  duly 
elected." 

Nov.  12,  1747.  William  Piers  and  George 
Speke,  esqrs.,  petitioned. 

Petition  withdrawn. 

Nov.  14,  I7M.  Francis  Gwyn,  esq.,  petitioned. 

Petition  withdrawn. 

Nov.  9^,  1769.  Robert  Tudway,  esq.,  the 
mayor  and  corporation,  petitioned  against  the  re- 
turn  of  Peter  Taylor,  esq. ;  and  the  same  having 
been  heard  at  the  bar,  the  House  fouad  that  Peter 
Taylor,  esq.,  was  not  duly  elected,  but  that  Robert 
Child,  esq.,  was  duly  elected,  and  ought  to  have 
been  returned,  but  left  Mr.  Taylor  at  liberty  to 
petition  i^inst  Mr.  Child's  election,  if  he  thought 
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RIGHT  OF  ELECTION, 

Feb.  18,  1695,  is  only  in  the  Mayor,  Masters, 
and  Burgesses  of  the  said  city. 

May  2,  173:3,    >  Is  in  the  Mayor,  Masters,  Bur- 
April  18,  1739,9    gesses,  and   Freemen  of  the 
said  city  who  are  admitted  to  their  freedom  in  any 
of  the  seven  companies  within  the  said  city,  being 
thereunto  entitled  by  birth,  servitude,  or  mar- 
riage. 
Number  of  voters — about  150. 
Returning  officer — the  Mayor. 
Patron — John  Paine  Tudway,  esq.,  one  mem- 
ber. 

POLITICAL    character. 

This  city  is  properly  ranked  as  a  corporation 
borough ;  for  though  the  right  of  election  extends 
to  the  freemen,  in  number  about  one  hundred  and 
fifty^  those  of  the  latter  description  are  mostly 
non-resident,  and  the  expense  of  collecting  them 
from  all  parts  of  the  country  so  considerable,  that 
there  has  been  no  contest  for  this  place  since  that 
of  Robert  Child,  esq.,  and  the  late  Peter  Tay- 
lor, the  army  commissary,  in  1768,  at  which  time 
the  candidates  were  under  the  necessity  of  bringing 
in  the  wives  and  children  of  the  out-voters  as  well 
as  themselves,  and  ^maintaining  them  the  whole 
time  of  the  contest. 

The  influence  prevailing  in  this  corporation  for 
the  last  sixty  years  was  that  of  the  late  Clement 
Tudway,  esq.,  who  procured  himself  to  be  returned 
for  twelve  succeeding  Parliaments,  from  1763  to 
1813  inclusive.  He  is  lately  deceased,  and  suc- 
ceeded in  the  patronage  of  the  corporation,  and 
the  repr^entation  of  the  city,  by  his  nephew, 
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John  Paioe  Tud#ay,  esq.  The  other  member  is 
genersUy  brought  in  by  the  noD-resident  freemen. 
There  have  been  several  resolutions  of  the  House 
of  Commons  respecting  the  right  of  election  in  this 
city. 

In  one  resolution,  it  is  agreed  to  be  in  the  mayor, 
masters,  and  burgesses,  and  ta  such  persona  as 
are,  by  consent  of  the  mayor,  admitted  to  their 
freedom  ;  this  would  have  left  the  election  of  mem- 
bers entirely  in  the  corporation;  as  the  mayor, 
with  such  a  discretionary  power,  would  admit  only 
those  that  were  of  bis  own  party ;  the  last  resolu- 
tion has,  however,  determined  it  to  be  in  the 
mayor,  masters,  burgesses,  and  freemen,  without 
the  word  consent  being  included  in  it. 

TAUNTON. 

Tadnton  is  a  borough  and  inarket<town,  con- 
ststing'of  two  parishes,  in  the  bun(favd  of  Taunton, 
Somerset,  situated  on  the  river  Tone,  47  miles 
from  Bristol,  and  144  from  London;  containing 
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borough  by  prescription,  and  had  64  burgesses  at 
the  time  of  the  general  survey.  It  was  incorpo- 
rated 39  Car.  II.,  and  put  under  the  government 
of  a  mayor. 

In  the  3d  of  Henry  V.,  these  buigesses  were 
chosen  by  deputation  from  the  borough  at  the 
county  court.  -i 

Petitions,  &c.  Oct.  5,  1680.  A  petitioaof 
Edmund  Prideaux,  esq.,  against  Sir  John  Pri- 
deaux. 

Oct.  SO.  A  petition  of  the  inhabitants  of  this 
borough. 

Dec.  8.  Resolved:  '^  That  Sir  John  Cutler  is 
not  duly  elected  a  burgess  to  serve  in  this  present 
Parliament  for  this  borough. 

Resolved :  ^^  That  Edward  Prideaux  is  duly 
elected  a  burgess." 

Jan.  93,  1688.  A  petition  of  John  Trenchard 
and  Edward  Clarke,  esqrs.,  against  Sir  William 
Portman  and  John  Sandford,  esq. 

Resolved :  '*  That  Sir  William  Portman  and 
John  Sanford,esq.,  the  sitting  members,  are  duly 
elected.'* 

Dec.  6,  1695.  A  petition  of  Henry  Portman^ 
esq.,  against  Hugh  Speke,  esq.,  for  bribery  and 
other  undue  practices. 

No  report. 

Dec.  4, 1710.  A  petition  of  William  Coward 
and  William  Pynsent,  esq.,  against  Sir  Francis 
Warre  and  Henry  Portman,  esq.,  complaining  of  an 
undue  return. 

A  petition  of  several  of  the  inhabitants  of  the 
said  borough  to  the  same  effect. 

No  report. 
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Maicb  99,  1715.  A  petition  of  William  Fya- 
sent  and  James  Smith,  eaqrs.,  agaiott  tbe  returti  of 
Sir  Francis  Warre  aod  Henry  Fortman,  esq. 

A  petition  of  the  inhabitants  of  the  said  bo- 
rough, in  behalf  of  themselves,  to  the  same  effect. 

Upon  tbe  hearing  of  which,  a  question  arose  as  to 
the  right  of  election  being  in  the  pot-wallers,  and 
not  receiving  alms  or  charity,  iohabitaats  within 
tbe  said  borough. 

Resolved :  '*  That  persons  living  in  that  part  of 
the  parish  of  St.  Mary  Magdaleo  within  this  town 
which  lies  out  of  the  limits  of  tbe  borough,  who 
at  any  time  before  the  i^uing  of  writs  for  calling  a 
new  Parliament,  take  a  room,  and  boil  a  pot  within 
the  said  borough,  do  not  acquire  a  right  of  voting 
at  the  election  of  members  to  serve  tn  Parliament 
for  this  borough." 

Resolved :  **  That  tbe  counsel  for  the  sitting 
members  be  not  admitted  to  give  evidence  of  per- 
sons having  received  Saunders*  cheri^  before  the 
Sd  of  February,  1719." 

Aug.  30,  1715.  Resolve)!:  «  That  Francis 
Warre,  bart.,  is  not  duly  elected." 
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A  petition  of  the  inhabitants  of  the  said  borough 
to  the  same  effect. 

Nov.  90.  Ordered  leave  to  withdraw  the  said 
petition. 

Jan  28,  1723.  A  petition  of  George  Dean,  esq., 
against  the  return  of  Abraham  Elton,  esq.,  com- 
plaining of  partiality  in  the  mayor  towards  Mr. 
Elton,  and  other  arbitrary  and  corrupt  practices. 

Nov.  19,  1794.  The  petition  of  George  Dean, 
esq.,  again  read. 

No  report. 

In  1774,  Alexander  Popham  and  John  Haiti- 
day,  esqrs.,  petitioned  against  the  return  of  the 
Hon.  Edward  Stratford  and  Nathaniel  Webb,  esq. 
A  committee  to  try  this  case  was  chosen  Feb.  94, 
1775.  The  petitions  stated  that  the  mayor,  as  Gi«jbervi«, 
returning  officer,  had  procured  himself  to  be  ap-  837.978. 
]>ointed  mayor,  to  answer  election  purposes,  and 
had  by  unnecessary  adjournments  protracted  the 
poll ;  and  that  he  had  rejected  many  legal  votes 
which  were  tendered  for  the  petitioners,  and  had 
admitted  many  illegal  votes  for  the  sitting  mem- 
bers ;  also,  that  the  sitting  members  previous  to, 
and  during  the  election,  were  guilty  of  bribery 
and  corruption  by  themselves  and  agents.  On 
March  16, 177^1  the  committee,  by  their  chairman, 
informed  the  House  that  John  Halliday,  esq.,  and 
Alexander  Popham,  esq.,  the  petitioners,  were 
duly  elected,  and  ought  to  have  been  returned. 
The  return  was  amended  accordingly. 

To  the  precept  of  election  issued  in  the  year 
1796,  two  returns  were  made,  one  by  the  mayor  of 
the  late  corporation^  and  the  other  by  the  con- 
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•tables  aad  bailiffs  of  the  botoqgh.  On  the  suc- 
ceeding election  the  precept  was  directed  to  *■  the 
mayor,  aldermep,  aod  burgesses,  the  bailiffs,  port- 
reeves, and  constables  of  the  said  borough,  wd 
others  whom  it  might  concern."  To  this  precept 
a  return  was  made  by  William  Saunders,  esq.,  t^ 
surviving  alflermao  of  the  late  corporation,  sealed 
with  the  corporation  seal,  and  another  by  the  coq- 
st^bl^  and  bailiffa.  Oo  an  application  to  the 
court  of  King's  Bench  for  an  information  in  the 
nature  of  a  quo  warranto  against  Saunders,  for 
usurping  the  office  of  alderman,  ia  mat^iag  thia  re- 
turn, the  court  refused  the  rule,  because  they  held 
the  act  merely  vcud,  the  corporation  being  dis- 
solved. 

Robert  Robinson,  esq.,  ^d  several  electors,  pe- 
titioned gainst  the  return  of  John  Hammet,  e«q., 
Nov.  30,  1803.  A  committee  was  appointed 
April  SS,  1803.  It  was  stated  in  Mr.  Robinson's 
petition,  that  Mr.  Hammet  being  the  bailiff  of 
Taunton  was  the  legal  returning  officer,  and  aa 
such  ineligible  to  represent  that  place  in   Parlia- 
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alleged  the  return  actually  made,  and  the  efoc- 
tion  of  the  sitting  members  to  be  void,  without 
claiming  the  seat  for  Mr.  Robinson.  On  May  5, 
1803,  the  chairman  reported  that  the  sitting  mem- 
bers were  duly  elected. 

In  1806,  several  of  the  electors  petitioned' against 
the  election  of  Alex.  Baring,  esq.  The  chaitinan 
of  the  committee  that  tried  the  merits  of  the  com- 
plaint reported  to  the  House,  March  13,  ISOT* 
that  Mr.  Baring  was  duly  elected,  and  that  the 
petition  was  both  frivolous  and  vexatious. 

CORPORATION 

None. 

RIGHT    OF    ELECTION 

In  the  Inhabitants  within  the  said  borough, 
being  potwallers,  and  not  receiving  alms  or  cha- 
rity.— July  S8,  1715.  When  this  resolution  was 
moved,  an  amendment  was  proposed  to  the  ques- 
tion, by  leaving  out  the  words  **  or  charity,'*  and 
the  question  being  put,  that  the  words,  **  or  cha« 
rity/*  do  stand  part  of  the  question,  it  was  re-  nj^y^, 
solved  in  the  affirmative.  This  proves,  that  in  the  p*  ^*^-- 
borough  of  Taunton  there  is  a  distinction  between 
alms  and  charittfy  alms  meaning  parochial  collec- 
tion, or  parish  relief,  and  charity  signifying  sums 
arising  from  the  revenue  of  certain  specific  funds, 
estabfisbed  or  bequeathed  for  the  purpose  of  as- 
sisting the  poor.  There  are  a  great  many  of  those 
funds  in  Taunton,  called  the  Town  Charity,  Me- 
redith^s^  GbsiFity,  Ssunder's  Charity,  &c. 
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NuMBSa  OF  VOTERS— 400. 

Retuening  OFriCKRS — the  Bailiffs  and  Cor- 
stables. 

POLITICAL   CHARACTER. 

The  borough  of  Taunton  comprehends  but  a 
small  part  of  the  town  of  that  Dame,  only  part  of 
the  parish  of  St.  Mary  Magdalen  being  within  it» 
limits.  The  right  of  election,  according  to  the 
last  resolution  of  the  House  of  Commons  is  in  the 
inbabitaDtB^o<-wa//«ra,  not  receiving  alms  or  cha- 
rity, though  those  who  had  accepted  the  town 
charities,  and  not  taken  alms  or  parochial  relief, 
were  deemed  good  votes,  which  implies  a  contra- 
diction  to  the  above  resolutioa.  This  qualification 
is  defined  to  mean  all  the  resident  male  inhabit- 
ants, who  have  obtained  a  parochial  settlement, 
whether  they  are  occupiers  of  a  bouse,  or  lodgers ; 
and  gives  occasion  to  such  innumerable  objections 
at  an  election,  as  to  leave  in  the  returning  officer, 
who-is  umpire  between  the  parties,  the  power  of 
deciding  in  favour  of  whichever  he  pleases. 
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fections  in  a  popular  institution ;  exclusive  rights, 
and  local  qualifications,  have  ever  been  the 
cause  of  dispute  and  litigation,  of  which  the  nu- 
merous petitions  from  the  corporation  and  bur- 
gage-tenure  boroughs  bear  a  disgraceful  testi- 
mony :  even  the  peerage  of  Scotland,  who  elect 
sixteen  representatives  to  the  House  of  Lords, 
and  where  the  election  is  in  about  eighty  indi- 
viduals, is  not  exempt  from  this  inconvenience. 
At  the  general  election  in  1790,  there  was  a  dis- 
puted return,  wheaonly  thirteen  out  of  the  num'* 
ber  returned  were  capable  of  taking  their  seats  for 
more  than  two  years,  owing  to  the  length  of  time 
occupied  in  the  investigation  of  partial  rights;  and 
a  committee  of  the  House  of  Commons  is  some- 
times engaged  ten  times  as  long  in  ascertaining 
the  right  of  franchise  in  a  rotten  borough,  as  they 
would  be  in  digesting  and  establishing  a  form  for 
a  fair,  equal,  and  universal  representation  of  the 
people. 

This  borough  was  several  years  under  the  ma- 
nagement of  two  bankers :  the  late  Sir  Benjamin 
Hamet,  who  built  a. new  street,  which  bears  his 
name,  purchased  the  castle  and  other  property, 
and  established  a  bank  here,  as  did  his  opponent, 
William  Morland,  esq.  Sir  Benjamin  and  his  son 
represented  this  place  in  eight  successive  Parlia- 
ments, Mr.  Morland  only  in  three.  Upon  the 
death  of  John  Hamet,  esq.,  his  estates  in  Taunton 
were  sold,  and  part  of  them  were  purchased  by 
Sir  John  Lethbridge,  whose  son-in-law  is  one  of 
the  present  members,  and  who  expects  to  be- 
come patron  of  the  borough. 
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If  tbe  right  of  electiqo  exfea^  to  the  inbi^it- 
«itt  householders  of  the  whole  town  of  Taitntra, 
the  number  of  vqte^s  wot^I^  ite  twelve  liundrfd. 
At  preeept  that  iig^(  is  e^^is«4  only  hy  iour 
hifgclred  pot-bol)frs  in  a  part  of  one  of  tfa^  parishes. 

Tsuotop  was  ipoorpor^ed  by  a  charter  of  9 
Charles  |„  which  J^vi^g  heap  anoulW!  hy  yttp 
warpmtn^  a  soci^  9hartef  of  ipforporaticiD  ww 
g^Qtefl  to  it  by  Charl^  I^,,  a^  thf  ^wp  v«« 
gpffsroed  by  a  iaa^r>  fecorfleii  two  aVtenneo,  and 
84  Cfpital  tucgef^ses^.  ^^pittwr  flf  thew  ohuFt«M 
ipferfered  wUh  the  fight  pf  ^Lectioo,  but  frpm 
the  tin^B  oi  the  6rst  iacorjioratiop  tbe  retpros  of 
in^ben  were  made  by  tbe  ouyor,  who  constaDtly 
presided  at  all  electiops  to  PatliipDeDt,  until  the 
dissolution  of  the  oorporatiop  ip  1793^  This  town 
pets  now  without  a  charter,  an4  the  r^urn  it 
made  by  the  two  bpiliflfs,  ^ad  ti<jTa  opnBtM>les  of  th« 
mtpor. 

The  Bishop  of  WiDcbester  is  lord  of  the  manor, 
and  by  a  patent  dated  October  13,  1786,  granted 
to  John  Hametf  James  Esd^ile  Ha^et  and  Edwaid 
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the  bishop'^  clerk  keeps  his  office ;  and  a  court  is 
held  every  Saturday  for  the  bishop's  tenants.  This 
castle  was  garrisoned  by  the  Parliament  in  the  civil 
war,  when,  being  besieged  by  Goring,  Lord  Fairfax 
marched  to  ralieve  it ;  ob  which  Goring  raised  the 
si<^e,  and  in  a  few  days  after  was  defeated  by 
Fairfax,  at  Langport,  who  killed  many  of  his  men, 
took  1  ^900  horses  and  1 ,400  prisoners.  This  vic- 
tory was  followed  by  the  conquest  of  Bridgewater, 
Batby  Sherborne,  and  Bristol.  King  Charles  II., 
in  the  year  1669,  caased  its  walls  to  be  demo- 
lished, and  took  away  the  charter  from  the  towor 
on  account  of  the  inhabitants  having  adhered  to 
the  Parliament  in  the  reign  of  his  father ;  after 
which  they  were  17  years  without  one,  till  the 
same  prince  granted  them  a  new  charter. 

This  town  suffered  greatly  by  the  cruelty  of 
Major-general  Kirk,  immediately  after  the  Duke 
of  Monmouth's  defeat,  in  the  year  1685,  who 
being  sent  hither,  caused  19  persons,  by  his  own 
authority,  without  any  trial  or  process,  and  with* 
out  suffering  their  wives  or  children  to  speak  with 
them,  to  be  hanged,  with  pipes  playing,  drums 
b«atiBg,  and  trumpets  sounding.  The  same  in- 
human monster,  having  invited  his  officers  to 
dinner,  ordered  30  persons,  condemned  here  by 
Jeffries,  to  be  hanged  while  they  were  at  table; 
namely,  10  in  a  health  to  the  king,  10  while  the 
health  went  round  to  the  queen,  and  10  with  the 
health  passed  to  Jeffries* 
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BRIDGEWATER. 

Bridgewater,  a  bon^gh  tod  market-town  in 
tfae  huDdred  of  North  Petherton,  Somerset,  10 
miles  from  Taunton,  and  149  from  London.  It  js 
seated  on  the  river  Parrot,  over  which  is  a  stone 
bridge,  whii:h  connects  the  suburb  of  Eastover. 
It  contains  481  bouses  and  3,694  inhabitants,  being 
1,715  males  and  1,919  females,  of  whom  986  were 
returned  as  being  employed  in  trade  and  manufac- 
ture. Here  are  held  four  sessions  annually,  for 
trying  all  crimes  not  capital,  committed  within 
their  jurisdiction  ;  there  is  likewise  a  court  of  re- 
cord every  Monday,  which  takes  ct^nizance  of 
debts.  The  rules  and  practice  are  according  to 
those  in  the  court  of  Common  Pleas.  The  houses 
in  general  are  irregular,  but  the  streets  are  wide  and 
well  paved.  It  has  a  morket  on  Thursday,  and  Sa- 
turday ;  at  the  former,  cattle  of  all  kind  are  sold, 
and  cheese  in  great  quantities,  and  provisiops  of 
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Petitions,  &c.     ,  1699.    A  petition  of 

Mr.  Peregrine  Palmer  against  the  return  of  Sir 
Francis  Roll. 

Dec.  7.  Sir  Job  Carleton  reported  from  the 
Committee  of  Elections  the  state  of  this  election, 
between  Sir  Francis  Roll  and  Mr.  Palmer,  That 
the  right  of  election  was  in  the  majority  of  the 
corporation,  consisting  of  a  mayor,  aldermen,  and 
capital  burgesses,  in  number  34 ;  and  that  so  many 
persons  were  present,  and  gave  votes  in  the  elec- 
tion :  and  there  being  IS  voices  for  Mr.  Palmer 
and  1 1  for  Sir  Francis  Roll,  the  mayor,  as  buigess, 
gave  his  voice  for  him,  whereby  the  voices  were 
even,  and  then  as  mayor  gave  his  casting  voice ; 
upon  which  the  return  was  made  for  Sir  Francis 
Roll,  which  Mr.  Palmer  complains  is  undue ;  for 
some  of  those  who  took  upon  them  to  give  their 
voices  for  Sir  Francis  Roll  were  not  elected  bur- 
gesses. 

Resolved :  '^  That  Sir  Francis  Roll  was  not  duly 

elected." 

Resolved :  "  That  Mr.  Palmer  was  duly  elect- 
ed ;''  with  which  the  House  agreed. 

March  S6,  1678.  A  petition  of  Ralph  Stawell, 
esq.,  complaining  of  an  undue  return  of  Sir  Francis 
Roll. 

No  determination. 

March  27,  1679.  A  petition  of  Sir  Francis 
Roll,  bart.,  complaining  of  an  undue  return  of  Col. 
Ralph  Stawell. 

— —  98.  A  petition  of  Ralph  Stawell,  esq., 
praying  that  the  merits  of  this  election  and  return 
may  be  heard  together. 
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A  petition  of  William  Clark«, esq.,  complaining 
of  Beveral  nndue  practices  in  the  election  and  re- 
turn of  burgesses  to  serve  io  Parliament  for  this 
borougfa. 

2%    The  House  beii^  informed,  that  Sir 

U«IiweU  Tynt,  bart.,  is  wtarocd  to  serve  in  this 
|N»s9Dt  ParitUDent  for  tlus  borough  by  two  ioden- 
tuiest  and  ought  to  sit, 

B«aolv«l,.  M  Tb«t  the  clerk  of  the  crowa  sb»ll 
aftlL  the  iadestuie  wherein  Sir  Halswell  Tynt  is 
singly  retionied  to  the  writ  for  the  countr  of  So- 
menet ;  and  that  Sic  HaIbwcU  Tynt  ought  there- 
upon to  sit  as  doly  returned. 

The  other  petitioners  do  not  appear  to  hare  been 


Not. ^.1699.  A  petition  of  John  Gardner, 
merchant,  against  Robert  Blech,  esq.,  complaining 
of  an  undue  return  for  this  boroilgh. 

Reported :  **  That  the  right  of  etectioo  was 
agreed  to  be  in  the  inhabitants  paying  scot  and 
lot." 

After  9i  loi^  debate  as  to  the  quaVification  of  vo- 
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Tbe  oounsel  and  a^ent  for  Mr«  Actand  also  appeared 
for  the  eleotors,  who  oomplaiiii^d  oF  the  return  of 
Benjamin  Allen,  esq. ;  and  the  eounsel  and  agent 
for  Mr.  Allen  also  appeared  for  the  electors  who 
petitioned  against  the  Hon.  Anne  Poulett.  **  And 
it  appearing  that  there  were  four  parties  before  the 
House  on  distinct  interests  the  same  was  stated  by 
Mr.  Speaker  to  the  eounsel  at  the  bar,  and  the 
House  proceeded  to  the  appointment  of  tbe  said 
select  committee  as  in  tbe  cases  of  there  bang 
more  than  two  pMrlies  on!  distinct  mierests  before 
the  House/'  Mr.  Acland  and  certain  electors  pe- 
titioned against  Mr.  Allen,  and  alleged  that  Mr. 
Acland  ought  to  have  been  returned ;  the  other 
electors  petitioned  against  Mr.  Poulett's  election 
without  claiming  the  letui d  for  any  other  eandi* 
dale.  Tbe  £our  parties,  tbwefote,  we»o— 1 .  Mr. 
Acland,  and  the  electors  in  bia  interest.  9.  Mr. 
Allen.  3.  The  petitioners  against  Mr.  Poulett, 
who,  hoxvevef,  wese  represented  by  Mr.AHen^s 
GounseL  4.  Mn.  J^Milet.  On  tho  8d  of  Marebi, 
1781,  theclminnati  iieportedi  to  the  House  that  Mr. 
PouJett  was  duly  elected,  and  that  Mr.  Allen  was 
not  duly  elected,  and  ought  not  to  have  been  re^ 
turned,  and  that  Mr.  Acland  waad^fy  elected,  and 
ought  to  have  been  retvrnedi 

Nov.  34,  1803,  John  Agoew,  esq.,  petitioned 
ageinst  the  retur»  of  George  Facock  and  Jeflbry 
Allen,  esqrs.,  but  neglecting  to  lodge  his  recog<- 
nizance  in  due  time  the  petition  was  of  no  avail. 

This  petition  was  afterwards  properly  renewed,  pmIcw^. 
and  accompanied  by  one  from  several  electors,  ][^2JJ*o« 
presented  Nov.  36,  and  Dec.  1,  1803.     The  elec- 


COOmES.  CITIES.  AND  BOROUGHS; 

tore  claimed  the  seat  for  botb  Mr.  Agnew  and  Mr. 
Harcourt ;  Mr.  Agnew  for  himself  alone.  The 
final  numbera  were-~ 

AIko .166 

Pocock 149 

Agnew 143 

Harcourt 137 

The  petitioners  charged  the  sitting  memberi  with 
treating  und  bribery,  and  the  returning  ofiScer  with 
acting  unfairly.  On  Marcfa  18,  1803,  the  com- 
mittee  determined  that  the  sitting  memben  were 
duly  elected. 

COBPOBATION 

Consists  of  a  mayor,  recorder,  two  aldermen, 
who  are  justices  of  the  peace,  and  34  common- 
councilmen.  The  mayor  and  aldermen  are  chosen 
out  of  that  number. 

There  are  annually  chosen  out  of  the  common. 
council,  two  baih£b,  who  are  invested  with  a 
power  equal  to  that  of  a  sheriff;  for  the  sheriffs  of 
the  county  cannot  send  any  process  into  the  bo- 
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RIGHT  OF  ELECTION 


Dec.  7,  1669. — Is  in  the  majority  of  the  Corpo- 
ration, coQsistiifg  of  a  Mayor,  Aldermen,  and  34 
capital  Burgesses, being  inhabitants  of  that  division 
of  the  said  parish  of  Bridgewater,  which  is  com- 
monly called  the  borough,  paying  scot  and  lot 
within  the  said  division ;  and  in  them  only. 

Dec.  10,  1692.  Agreed  to  be  in  those  that 
pay  scot  and  lot,  inhabiting  in  the  said  borough. 

March  9)  1769.  If  the  mayor,  aldermen,  and 
capital  burgesses,  are  not  inhabitants,  though 
they  pay  scot  and  lot,  yet  they  have  no  right  to 
vote. 

March  14,  1/69.  The  inhabitants  of  the  east- 
em  and  western  division  of  the  parish  of  Bridge- 
water  have  no  right  to  vote  for  representatives, 
but  the  right  of  election  is  in  the  inhabitants  of 
that  division  of  the  said  parish,which  is  commonly 
called  the  borough,  paying  scot  and  lot  within  the 
said  division,  and  in  them  only. 

Number  of  voters— 400. 

Returning  officer — the  Mayor. 

Patron — Earl  Paulet. 

political  character. 

This  borough  formerly  acknowledged  the  pa- 
tronage of  the  famous  Bubb  Doddington,  of  politi- 
cal memory,  who  was  opposed  by  the  Earl  of 
Egmont,  when  they  were  leaders  of  the  Tory  fac- 
tion of  the  late  reign.  Earl  Paulet  had  then  the 
lead  of  the  ministerial  party  in  this  place;  and,  by 
coalescing  with  Lord  Egmont^  contrived  at  last  to 
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possess  himself  of  the  controling  influence.  His 
lordship's  interest  has  been  frequently  opposed 
by  Benjamin  Allen,  esq..  Lord  Perceval,  John 
LangstoD,  esq.  and  the  Hon.  Yere  Paulet  bis 
own  brother,  who  have  alt  succeeded  at  different . 
periods;  but  as  Earl  Paulet  has  the  distribution  of 
the  gorernment  favours,  be  has  always  been  con- 
sidered as  the  patron. 

The  contests  in  this  borough  have  been  pro- 
ductive of  the  grossest  bribery.  We  have  heard 
oneelector  boast  of  selling  bis  pig  for  a  hundred  gui- 
neas and  being  allowed  to  eat  it  himself;  aAotber 
that  be  has  sold  his  parrot  for  the  same  sum,  but 
the  candidate  never  claimed  his  purchase.  SuK» 
of  three,  four,  and  Ave  hundred  i^dineas  have  been 
gives  for  single  votes.  Corruption  has  been  car- 
ried higher,  but  it  is  not  more  general  in  this  place 
than  >a  other  boroughs;  fot  where  the  poor  voters 
are  not  permitted  to  share  the  punrhase  nnonejr, 
the  profwtetor  will  not  hesitate  tp  receive  his  five 
thousand  pounds ;  and  such  must  idways  be  the 
case,  while  individuals  can  BOiniDate  a  m^ority  of 
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ILCHESTER. 

Ilchester,  a  borough,  and  market-town,  and 
parish  in  the  hundred  of  Tintilhull,  Somerset,  10 
miles  from  Castle  Gary,  and  192  from  London) 
containing  60  houses  and  867  inhabitants.  It  is 
pleasantly  seated  on  the  river  Ivel,  which  is  not 
navigable.  The  county  goal .  also  is  here ;  and  it 
was  formerly  noted  for  its  thread  lace  manufactory, 
but  that  is  at  present  much  declined,  as  well  as  a 
silk  manufactory  established  here  some  years  since. 
The  assizes  for  the  county  were  fixed  at  Ilchester 
in  the  reign  of  Edward  IIL  but  they  have  long 
since  been  alternately  held  at  Wells,  Taunton,  and 
Bridgewater.  A  court  ia  held  here  every  Wed- 
nesday four  weeks.  The  celefarated  Roger  Bacon 
was  hotn  at  this  town.  Many  oxen  are  bred  here 
for  the  London  and  Salisbury  markets.  Its  mar- 
ket is  on  Wednesday,  and  its  fairs  18th  April,  and 
1 6th  September. 

REPR£8ENTATIV]£  HISTORY. 

This  town  returned  members  to  Parliament  96 
Edward  1st,  and  continued  to  the  34th  of  Edward 
3rd,  and  then  ceased  until  the  18th  Edward  4tb, 
after  which  it  intermitted  until  1691,  when  it  was 
restored. 

March  96tb,  1691.  Sir  Robert  Philips  tendereth 
a  petition. 

97th,  SirGeorge  Moore  reporteth  from  the  Com- 
mittee of  Privileges  for  Ilchester;  till  Henry  Vth 
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it  sent  burgesses.  Upon  question ; — llcfaester  to 
send  burgesses. 

Resolved :  That  the  election  oTSir  Henry  Berk- 
ley, esq.,  and  Mr.  Hunt  for  the  town  of  Ilchester 
in  the  county  of  Somerset  is  void. 

That  Mr.  Robert  Hunt  baving  preferred  his  pe- 
tition against  the  election  of  Mr.  Dunster. 

The  committee  were  of  opinion  that  Mr.  Hunt's 
petition  be  dismissed. 

March  19th,  1678.  A  petition  of  Edward  Phil- 
lips, and  Robert  Hunt,  csqra.,  complaining  of  an 
undue  return  of  William  Stoke,  and  John  Speke, 
esqrs. 

A  petition  of  William  Strode  and  John  Speke, 
esqrs.i  complaining  of  an  undue  return  of  Edward 
Philips  and  Robert  Hunt,  esqra. 

Rnolved :  That  the  indenture  wherein  William 
Strode  and  John  Speke,  esqrs.  afe  returned  bui^es- 
ses  to  serve  in  this  present  Parliament  for  this 
borough,  is  well  and  duly  returned. 

March  S4,  1680.  A  petition  of  Sir  William 
Strode  and  John  Speke,  esq.,  touching  the  elec- 
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House  hath  been  guilty  of  bribery  in  several  cor- 
porations in  order  to  procure  members  to  be  elected 
into  this  Parliament;  ordered  the  matter  totbe 
heard  at  the  bar,  aiui  the  matter  to  be  put  in  writ- 
ing. ;     .    ;  ; 

Feb.  15th.     The  charge  bei|^  in  Wfiting  waa^  . 
that  Mt.  Sheppard  and  his  ageQts  bad  ejodeavoured 
to  corrupt  (amongst  others)  the  electors  for  this 
borough. 

Feb.  stst.  A  petiti<»  of  Sir  Francis  Wyndhanni 
bart.,  was  read,  stowing  .ihajt. the  pekitioDec.  Sit 
Philip  Sydenham,  bart.,  ancl  James  AJidecton,  esq.^ 
were  candidates  at  the  elcQtion  of  .burgesses  for 
this  borough  ;  but  that  the  said  Mr.  Anderton  did, 
contrary  to  a  late  act  of  Parliament  distribute,  and 
expend  money  amongst  the  electors,  by  which 
means  he.  hath  procured  himself  to  b#  returned 
in  prejudice  to  the  petitionei:. 

March  3.  Ordered : ."  Mr.  Edward  Allen,  scriv- 
ener,  and  Mr.  G lover  do  attend  this.  House  upon 
the  1 1  th  March,  instant,  when  the  chajge  s^inst 
Mr.  Sheppard  is  to  be  heard. 

Resolved :  *^  That  it  appears  to  this  House  that 
Mr.  Edward  Allen,  one  of  the  new  directors  of  the 
new  East  India  Company,  is  guilty  of  notorious 
bribery,  in  distributing  money  in  order  to  procure 
himself  to  be  elected  a  buigess,  to  s^rve  in  this 
present  Parliament  for  this  borough/' 

Ordered:  ''  That  the  said  Mr.  Edward  Allen 
be,  for  the  said  offence,  taken  into  the  custody  of 
the  sergeant  at  arms." 

Resolved :  *'  That  upon  the  examination  this 

PART  II.    VOL    II.  G  a 
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duy  had«io  relation  to  tbe  election  for  thw  borough, 
aothing;  appears  to  affect  Samuel  Sbeppan),  esq." 

Oct.  94,  1709.  A  petitioD  of  Jobo  Webb,  eK].» 
against  tbe  return  of  Sir  Francis  Wyndham,  bart., 
and  James  Anderton,  esq.,  shewing,  "  Tbat  Sir 
FronciB  Wyndbam  and  Jobn  Vebb,  esq.,  weie 
daly  choMn  burgesses  to  serve  in  Parliament  for 
tbis  borongh:  but  tbe  bailiff  hath  unduly  retunieri 
Mr.  James  Anderton  with  the  said  Sir  Fmncis 
Wyadham ;  tbe  said  bailiff  having  often  declared 
he  wobM  i<etum  Mr.  Anderton  right  or  wroi^,  if 
be  had  btit  five  Totea :  vbich  undue  return  is  in 
IM^jodice  t6  tb«  petitloDers  and  the  legal  Totcn  of 
lh«  said  bwtMigb.'" 

Reported:  "  Tbat  upon  the  poll  the  number* 
were, 

For  Sir  Francis  Wyndbam 79 

Mr.  Webb 66 

Mr.  Anderton 98 

That  ibe  right  of  etectioB  was  agreed  to  be  in 
the  Bailiff,  capital  Burgesses,  and  InbabitantB  not 
receiving  alms :  that  the  petitioner  having  so  great 


elected ;  and  the  bailiff  being  asked  bia  iMaon  fot- 
it,  made  anawer  *  he  could  look  through  an  iron- 
gate:'  that  the  bailiff  a  fortnight  or  three  weeks 
before  declared  he  would  return  Mr.  Anderton, 
right  or  wrong,  though  be  bad  but  five  votes :  that 
there  was  a  pretended  scrutiny  after  the  election^ 
made  at  the  bailiff's  house,  wbere  no  person  was 
present  oh  behalf  of  the  petitioner/' 

Giliet  said,  that  the  bailiff,  the  night  before  the 
election,  declared  h^  was  to  hare  100/.  to  return 
Mr.  Anderton,  and  security  for  bis  chargea ;  and 
that  if  he  had  but  four  votes  he  would  return  him; 
That  Edward  Cleve,  the  goaler,  asked  his  vote  for 
Anderton  ;  and  calling  his  wife,  she  gave  him  two 
guineas  in  a  paper.  He  said  he  did  not  vote  for 
Mr.  Anderton,  but  Mr.  Webb,  because  Mr.  An- 
derton promised  him  three  guineas  and  two  gui- 
neas at  two  former  elections  but  did  not  pay  him. 
That  Cleve  voted  for  Mr.  Webb  and  Mn  Ander- 
ton. 

It  was  answered  by  Mr.  Anderton's  counsel, 
that  the  bailiff  had  done  his  duty ;  for  thougb  Mr. 
Webb  bad  the  majority  as  set  forth  upon  the  poll, 
yet,  upon  the  scrutiny,  which  was  demanded  in 
the  hall  upon  a  suggestion  that  most  of  Mr.  Webb's 
voters  were  obtained  by  bribery  and  corruption, 
there  was  plain  bribery  proved  upon  so  many  of 
the  petitioner's  votes,  that  when  they  were  taken 
off  Mt.  Anderton  had  the  majority ;  and  accord- 
ingly the  bailiff  conceived  he  ought  to  make  the 
return* 

To  prove  this  was  called  John  Winter,   who 
said  he  was  present  at  the  election,  and  a  scrutiny 

G  6  9 
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wu  demanded  id  the  haU,  upoa  a  suggestioa  of 
bribery  in  the  petitioD^;  aod  thereupon  the  bai- 
liff adjourned  to  bis  bouBe.  He  said  Burford  was 
concerned  for  Mr.  Webb,  and  desired  him  to  write 
to  Mr.  Aodertoo,  that  if  he  would  send  AOl.  he 
should  be  returned  with  the  petitioner. 

Cheny  said,  a  tittle  before  the  election  be  went 
to  the  petitioner's  house  with  fifty  or  aixty  othera; 
and  tbe  petitioner  proposed  to  them  to  give  theia 
two  guineas  a  piece,  but  some  insisted  oa-  three 
guineas:  that  he  went  a  second  time  with  six 
others,  and  the  petitioner  said  he  hoped  they  were 
bis  friends,  and  he  would  send  the.  money ;  and 
Cox  and  Mather  were  chosen  to  receive  it. 

Mary  Cfeeve  said  one  Simcox,  a  servant  to  tbe 
petitioner  or  bis  mother,  in  May  last,  brought  100/. 
to  her  house,  and  left  it  under  a  bed ;  and  after- 
wards Thomas  Smith  and  Burford  came,  and  de- 
sired her  to  put  it  up  by  two  gnineas  in  a  paper, 
and  give  it  to  such  as  had  votes ;  and  she  did  give 
such  papers  to  seventeen,  at  the  some  time  desiring 
their  votes  for  the  petitioner ;  that  Smith  took 
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'^  That  John  Burford  agent  for  the  said  Mr. 
Webb  hath  been  guilty  of  notorious  bribery/' 

Resolved :  "  That  John  Webb,  esq.,  be  for  his 
said  offence,  committed  to  the  custody  of  the  ser-^ 
geant  at  arms." 

ResoWed  :  ^*  That  Thomas  Smith,  esq.,  be,  for 
his  said  offence,  committed  to  the  custody  of  the 
sergeant  at  arms.*' 

Resolved,  '*  That  John  Burford  be,  for  his  said 
offetice^  committed  to  the  custody  of  the  sergeant 


at  arms.'' 


Resolved  :  **  That  it  appears  to  this  House  that 
James  Ashford,  iate  bailiff  of  this  borough,  hath 
been  guilty  of  arbitrary  and  ill^al  proceedings  in 
the  \Ate  election  of  burgesses  to  serve  in  Pariia« 
ment  for  this  borough." 

Ordered :  **  That  the  said  James  Ashford  be, 
for  his  said  offence,  committed  to  the  custody  of 
the  sergeant  at  arms  attending  this  House/' 

Nov.  24,  1708.  A  petition  of  William  Bellamy 
and  Giles  Hayn,  esqrs.,  against  the  return  of  Ed- 
ward Phillips  and  James  Johnson,  esqrs.,  com- 
plaining of  bribery,  corruption,  and  other  undue 
practices. 

Jan.  10,  1709.  Ordered :  **  That  Mr.  Bellamy 
have  leave  to  withdraw  his  petition." 

March  30,  1715.  A  petition  of  Sir  James  Bate- 
man,  knt.,  and  Edward  Philips,  esq.,  against  the 
return  of  William  Bellamy  and  John  Hopkins, 
esqrs. 

A  petition  of  the  inhabitants,  electors,  and 
voters,  to  the  same  effect. 

No  report. 

Oct.  18,  17SS.    A  petition  of  Thomas  Pagett 
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and  William  Bellamy,  (eeqra.,  against  the  returo  of 
William  Boirougbs  and  Daniel  Moore,  esqrs, 

A  petition  pf  John  Palmer  apd  other  roten  to 
the  same  effect. 

Nov.  99.     Ordered  leave  be  given  to  withdnv 
the  said  petttiot). 

A  petition  of  Henry  Bendysh,  jun.,  esq. 

No  report. 

In  1775,  Richard  Browne  aqd  Inigo  Wiliiam 
J(m«9»  esqrs.,  pditiooed  againvt  the  election  of 
Peregrine  Cust  and  Wjlliam  Innes,  esqra, ;  alsQ 
Jamef  Corry  anid  John  Cox,  on  behalf  of  them- 
pelves  and  others,  being  iobabitants,  houaehoUers, 
parisbionen,  aqd  voters,  within  the  borough  of 
Ilclfester.  The  petitions  were  in  substaoce  nearly 
the  same,  chaigiog  the  returning  officer  with  par- 
tiality, and  the  sitting  member*  with  bribery  and 
treating.  The  counsel  for  (be  petitioner!  under- 
took to  prove  thaf;  such  a  number  of  votes  for  Cust 
and  Innes  hsd  been  bribed,  *9,  when  deducted 
finm  the  po)l,  would  leave  the  nugority  of  legal 
votes  in  ftiyour  of  Browne  and  Jopes*  so  as  to  en- 
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Dec.  4,  177^9  reprimanded,  and  discharged.  On 
the  same  day  the  xommittee,  by  their  chairman, 
informed  the  House  that  neither  the  sitting  mem- 
hers  nor  the  petitioners  were  duly  elected. 

In  consequence  of  this  determination,  a  new  Gicnberrie, 
writ  was  oidered,  Dec.  14,  1773,  and  Nathaniel  I J/V;?! 
Webb,  Owen  Salisbury  Brereton,  Richard  Browne, 
and  Inigo  William  Jones,  esqrs.,  being  candidates, 
the  two  former  were  eleotedt  and  the  two  latter 
were  again  petitioners.  A  committee  was  ap* 
pointed  Feb.  16,  1776,  and  on  the  19th  it  was 
taken  into  consideration ;  but  the  counsel  for  the 
petitioners  having  informed  the  committee  that 
they  had  no  eTidence  to  offer  to  impeach  the  seats 
of  the  sitting  members,  it  was  determined  on  the 
same  day,  that  the  two  sitting  members  were 
duly  elected. 

June  99,  1784,  John  Harcourt,  esq.,  and  SirP«ckwdi, 
Samuel  Hannay,  hart.,  having  petitioned,  as  did  p!  iaaix.  ' 
several  electors,  the  sitting  members  applied  to 
separate  in  their  defence,  and  the  petitioners  con- 
sented, on  condition  their  counsel  would  assure 
the  boose  upon  their  honour  that  their  cases  were 
distinct;  and   that  assurance  being  given,   theyj^^^^^^ 
were  admitted  as  distinct  parties.      The  sitting  ^'«  ^*  r* 
members  were  disposed  to  resign  their  seats,  but 
there  were  circumstances  which  induced  the  com- 
mittee to  make  inquiry  into  the  case.  On  the  39th  Bemon't 
of  June,  1784,  a  committee  was  ballotted  for,  and^^;^ 
as  soon  as  their  names  were  read  over  by  the 
clerk,  they  were  called  to  the  bar,  and  informed 
by  the  Speaker,  that  it  was  customary  in  elections, 
where  there  were  but  two  parties,  for  each  to 
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choose  &  nominee ;  but  in  the  preseat  ease,  there 
were  three  parties,  viz.  the  -stttiDg  members,  the 
unsuccessful  candidates,  and  a  body  of  the  elec- 
tors :  if  each  was  allowed  to  have  a  nominee,  there 
must  be  three  nominees  ;  but  as  the  law  only  al- 
lowed two,  the  thirteen  gentlemen  now  chosen  to 
try  the  election  must  retire,  and  choose  out  of  the 
remainder  one  hundred  names  that  were  first  put 
into  the  ballotting-glass,' two  persons  to  act  as 
-nominees,  taking  care  not  to  choose  any  person 
that  was  among  tbe  fifty  names  fihat  drawn,  or  any 
person  that  was  disqualified,  by  their  being  peti- 
tioners, or  persons  petitioned  against,  or  having 
already  sat  on  commitleea,  or  being  members  of 
committees  now  sitting.  The  thirteen  gentlemen 
then  withdrew,  and  soon  after  returned,  having 
made  choice  for  nominees  of  Thomas  Fowys,  esq., 
and  tbe  Earl  of  Mornington. 

Oo  tbe  I6tb  of  July  the  chairman  reported  to 
the  House,  that  Thomas  Whitby  bad  grossly  pre- 
varicated in  giving  his  evidence  before  the  com- 
mittee,   therefore  :he  was  instructed   to    move, 
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the  truth  of  the  allegations  set  forth  in  the  petition 
relative  to  the  pWsonei^  health,  and  found,  from 
t^o  apothecaries  who  attended  him,  that  he  was 
in  a  high  fover,  and  his  life  in  danger ;  therefore, 
as  it  was  not  the  intent  of  tile  House  to  depriye 
him  of  his  life  for  his  gross  prevarication,  he  should 
move  to  have  him  discharged  :  this  motion  being 
seconded,  the  Speaker  stated,  that  the  usual  way 
was  to  order  the  prisoner  to  the  bar,  and  then  let 
him  iask  patdon.  However,  as  the  petitioner  was 
in  a  high  fever,  he  presumed  the  House  would 
dispense  with  that  part  of  the  ceremony,  and  per- 
mTt  him  to  issue  his  warrant  to  Mr.  Akerman  for 
his  discharge,  which  was  accordingly  done. 

On  the  9 1st  of  July  tbe  chairman  reported  that 
the  sitting  members  wete  duly  elected.  ' 

Nov.  S9,  1809,  Sir  WilliiBm  Manners,  bart.,  pre-  Ptekwdi, 
sented  a  petition  against  the  election  of  Thomas  300,'**  *^' 
Plummer  and  William  Hunter,  esqrs.  A  com* 
mittee  was  appointed  March  17»  1803.  The  pe- 
tition charged  the  sitting  members  with  bribery 
and  treating,  and  stated  that  many  votes  had  been 
improperly  received  for  them,  and  many  others 
improperly  rejected,  which  were  tendered  for  the 
petitioner  and  James  Graham,  esq.,  the  other  can- 
didate. The  petitioner  proposed  to  prove  first, 
That  the  election  of  the  sitting  members  was  void, 
having  been  entirely  procured  by  the  grossest  bri- 
bery ahd  corruption.  Secondly,  That  the  sitting 
members  themselves  had  been  guilty  of  the  offence 
of  treatitag,  and  were  thereby  disqualified  to  sit  in 
Parliament  for  this  borough.     Thirdly,  That  the 
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petitioner  and  Mr.  Graham  had  the  majority  ot 
Ic^al  and  uncoirupted  vobw,  and  ought  to  have 
been  returned. 

On  the  s6th  of  March  the  committee  came  to 
the  foUowing  resolutions: — 

1.  "  Tiiat  it  does  not  appear  to  this  committee 
that  the  sitting  members  have,  by  themselves  or 
their  ngents,  been  guilty  of  briberv  " 

S.  "  That  it  is  the  opinion  '  s  committee 

that  the  sitting  members  have,  by  themselves  or 
their  ager.u^,  been  guilty  of  treating.* 

3.  "  Thut  it  is  the  opinion  of  this  committee 
that  the  fc^llowing  thirty-two  persons,  viz."  {nam- 
ing them,)  '*  having  received  bribes  previous  to 
the  last  election  for  the  borough  of  Ilchester,  in  the 
county  of  Somerset,  were  thereby  disqualiBed  from 
Toting  at  the  said  election,  which  thirty-two  votes 
being  struck  off  will  leave  the  state  of  the  poll  as 
follows  : — f 

T.  Plummer,  esq 61 

W.  Hunter,  esq 62 

Sir  W,  Manners,  bart 57 
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4,  6.  ^^  Determined,  that  T.  Plummer,  esq.y  and 
W»  Hunter,  esq.,  are  not  duly  elected. 

6,  7.  ^^  That  Sir  W.  Manners,  bart.,  and  James 
Graham,  esq.,  are  not  duly  elected. 

8.  ^^  That  the  last  election  is  void. 

9,  10,  11.  ^'  That  neither  the  petition,  iior  the 
lopposicion  of  the  sitting  members,  was  frivolous 
oc  vexatious. 

19.  ^^  That  such  a  system  of  corruption  was 
fiorOMd,  mud  such  taetances  of  indiv^idual  acts  of 
bribery  committed  previous  Co  the  said  electton, 
with  a  view  to  infttf^noe  the  sasie,  as  to  render  it 
incumbent  upon  this  committee  to.  submit  the 
same  to  the  most  serious  consideration  of  the 
House,  in  order  that  such  proceedings  may  be  in- 
stituted as  the  House  in  its  wisdom  may  think 
proper  to  adopt. 

IS.  ^*  That  Alexander  Davison,  of  St.  Jameses- 
square,  esq.,  was  engaged  in  the  said  system  of 
corruption. 

14, 15.  ''  That  John  White  Parsons  and  Thomw 
Hopping,  of  West  Camel,  in  the  county  of  Somer* 
set,  were  also  engaged  in  the  said  system  of  cor* 
ruption.'' 

On  the  98th  of  March  the  committee  resolved. 
That  the  last  eight  resolutions  should  be  reported 
to  the  House. 

Upon  the  report  being  made,  the  minutes  of  the 
committee  were  ordered  to  be  printed  and  laid  be- 
fore the  House ;  and  on  April  99,  1 803,  the  first 
of  the  special  resolutions  of  the  committee  having 
been  heard,  the  House  resolved,  *^  That  such  a 
system  of  corruption  was  formed,  and  such  in- 
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itances  of  individual  acts  of  bribery  were  com- 
mitted previous  to  the  said  election,  with  a  view 
to  influence  the  same,  as  to  render  it  necessary 
that  the  same  should  be  taken  into  the  most  se- 
rious consideration  of  this  House,  and  that  further 
proceedings  should  be  iostituted  thereon." 

On  the  18th  of  May,  the  resolutions  of  Che 
committee  respecting  the  persons  engaged  in  the 
said  system  of  corruption,  &c.,  were  read  and 
i^^reed  to,  and  the  attoraey^f^eoeral  was  directed  to 
prosecute  them  for  their  offence. 

The  informatioD  filed  by  the  attoroey-genenl 
was  tried  at  the  spring  assizes  at  Tauntoa,  in  1804. 
befon  Mr.  Baron  Grafaam>  wfaea  the  three  d^ 
liehdantfl  were  found  guilty;  aadbeiBg  bK>llght1^l 
ibr  judgment  in  Easter  terin  followii^,  were  seve- 
rally sentenced  by  the  court  of  King's  Bene  h>  to 
one  year's  imprisonment  in  the  prison  of  that 
court.  ; 

Nov.  36,  1803,  John  Manners,  esq.,  petitioned 
gainst  the  election  of  Charka  Brooke,  esq.,  and 
William  Webb,  esq.,  agunst  the  election  of  Sir 
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aud  that  the  election  of  Sir  W.  Manners  was  void ; 
and  that  Sir  W.  Manners,  by  himself  and  his 
agents,  and  Mr.  Webb,  by  his  agents,  had  been 
guilty  of  bribery. 

Another  election  was  consequently  held,  and  ^^5^"^'^ 
John  Manners,  esq.,  was  returned.  Mr.  Ogle  pe- 
titioned against  his  return,  March  39)  1804  ;  and 
a  motion  having  been  negatived  for  discharging  the 
order  for  taking  the  petition  into  consideration, 
(April  IS,)  the  committee  was  appointed  April  SO. 
On  the  SSd  they  reported  the  sitting  member  to  be 
duly  elected,  and  the  petition  to  be  frivolous  and 
vexatious.  The  counsel  for  the  sitting  member 
admitted  that  a  notice  had  been  given  to  him  of 
the  petitioner's  intention  not  to  give  evidence  in 
support  of  his  petition ;  and  lefit  it  to  the  com- 
mittee to  decide  as  they  thought  proper. 

March  7>  1 804.  Reported  :  ''  That  the  election 
was  a  void  election  as  far  as  it  related  to  Sir  Wil- 
liam Manners,  and  that  it  appeared  to  the  com- 
mittee that  he  had  been  guilty  of  bribery  and  cor- 
ruption, and  that  he  was  incapable  of  representing 
in  Parliament  the  borough  of  Ilchester/' 

CORPORATION 

Consists  of  a  bailiff  and  twelve  capital  bur- 
gesses. 

RIGHT  OF  ELECTION, 

May  7,  1689,  alleged  to  be  in  the  Inhabitants  of 
the  said  town  paying  scot  and  lot,  which  the  town 
called  pot- wallers. 
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Jan.  98,  1709.  Agreed  to  be  in  the  Ba 
Capital  Burgesses,  and  Inhabitants  not  recei' 
alms. 

Number  of  voters — 60.  .^ 

"^  Rktubninq  officer — the  BailiflF.  n 

pROPBiSTOR — Sir  William  Manners.  1 


POLITICAL    CHARACTER. 

This  borough,  like  Cricklade,  Shoreham,  i 
Aylesbury,  has  been  so  imprudent  in  the  exert 
of  its  corruption,  as  to  have  the  whole  syst 
several  times  exposed  before  committees  of 
House  of  Commons  ;  but  like  Shaftesbury,  H 
don,  Stockbridge,  Helstone,  and  many  othi 
where  the  bribery  has  been  specially  reported 
the  House,  as  in  the  four  former,  it  has  escaj 
disfranchisement,  while  Cricklade,  Shoreham,  t 
Aylesbury,  have  had  the  right  of  voting  extent 
to  the  neighbouring  hundreds.  Why  this  dJstir 
tion  has  been  made  between  boroughs  proved 
have  been  equally  guilty  of  corruption,  we  do  r 
presume  to  determine.   It  is,  however,  remarkah 
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their  own  Journals.  The  inciease  in  the  price  of 
votes  appears  to  have  exceeded  that  of  land  and 
manufactures  for  the  last  century,  by  which  it 
appears  that  borough  corruption  has  been  the  most 
flourishing  trade  during  that  period.  In  the  year 
1709,  the  price  of  votes  at  this  place  was  only  two 
guineas;  in  1768  it  had  risen  to  thirty.  Lord 
Chesterfield,  in  his  Letters  to  his  Son,  observes, 
that,  wanting  to  procure  him  a  seat  in  Parliament, 
he  sent  for  a  borough-monger,  who  asked  1,500/. 
In  the  will  of  the  late  Lord  Vernon,  proved  the 
19th  of  July,  1819,  he  bequeaths  to  his  son-in-law, 
the  Hon.  Edward  Harbord,  a  sum  not  exceeding 
5,000/.  towards  the  purchase  of  a  seat  in  Parlia- 
ment !  and  this  we  understand  to  have  been  the 
price  for  the  last  thirty  years.  In  addition  to  this, 
we  find  the  proprietors  of  boroughs  created  peers, 
or  holding  the  most  lucrative  employments  in  the 
state. 

The  houses  in  this  place  were  purchased  up 
about  the  year  1784,  by  the  late  John  Harcourt, 
esq.,  who  sold  them  to  Richard  Troward,  esq., 
attorney  at  law,  of  Norfolk-street.  Mr.  Troward 
sold  them  again  to  his  partner,  the  late  Mr.  Albany 
Wallis,  who  bequeathed  them  to  Colonel  Bayley, 
from  whom  they  were  purchased  by  Sir  William 
Manners,  the  present  proprietor,  wbo  has  since 
possessed  himself  of  nearly  the  whole  borough. 

At  the  general  election  in  1809,  a  great  majority 
of  the  voters  were  bribed  at  30/.  a  man  to  vote 
against  the  proprietor.  This  caused  the  trial  and 
conviction  of  Alexander  Davison,  esq.,  and  his 
agents,  at  the  assizes  for  the  county  of  Somerset^ 
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in  1801;  for  which  they  afterwards  received  s 
tence  in  the  court  of  King's  Bench  to  sull'er  ■ 
year's  impriaoument. 

To  prevent  a  similar  occurrence  at  a  future  el 
tioD,  Sir  William  Manners  caused  all  the  hou 
to  be  pulled  down,  except  about  sixty,  in  ordei 
hniit  the  number  of  voters  ;  and  erected  a  la 
workhouse,  to  accommodate  those  whose  diso 
diencc  had  offended  him.  The  number  of  hou 
destroyed  upon  this  occasion  was  about  one  hi 
dred,  and  the  electors  who  occupied  them,  v/ 
their  families,  have  mostly  resided  in  the  wo 
house  ever  since  ;  the  nomination  of  the  memb 
is  thereby  transferred  from  about  one  hundred  ! 
sixty  householders  to  an  individual. 


MINEHEAD. 


MiNBU£AD,  a  sea-port,  borough,  and  mark 
town,  in  the  hundred  of  Carhampton,  Somera 
:^4-  miles  from  Bridgewater,  and  168  from  Lond^ 
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•  •    * 

BEPRESENTATIVE   HISTORY^ 

This  borough  was  originally  a  feudal  tenure  an-« 
nexed  to  the  castle  of  Dunster,  which  was  given 
by  William  the  Conqueror  to  William  de  Mohun, 
in  whose  family  it  continued  till  Sir  John  de 
Mohun,  one  of  the  first  knights  of  the  Garter, 
having  no  male  issue,  conveyed  it  to  trustees  for 
the  use  of  his  wife,  who,  after  his  decease,  sold  it, 
in  the  reign  of  King  Edward  III.,  to  the  Lady 
Elizabeth  Luttrell,  daughter  of  Hugli  Courtenay, 
Earl  of  Devonshire,  and  widow  of  Sir  Andrew 
Luttrell,  knt.  Her  son,  Henry  Luttrell,  knt., 
who  was  lieutenant  of  Harfleur,  and  steward  of 
the  household  to  Henry  the  Fifth's  queen,  added 
several  buildings,  now  standing,  and  left  the  castle 
and  honour  to  his  posterity,  by  whom  it  is  still 
possessed,  and  who  is  the  present  owner  and  patron 
of  this  borough,  and  at  whose  court-leet  the  re- 
turning officers  are  chosen. 

Petitions,  &c.  Dec.  29,  1698.  A  petition 
of  John  Sandford,  esq.,  together  with  the  constable 
and  several  of  the  principal  inhabitants,  against 
the  return  of  Jacob  Banks,  esq.,  a  foreigner,  ac- 
cusing him  of  bribery  and  other  undue  practices. 

No  determination. 

March  30,  1715.  A  petition  of  Samuel  Edwyn, 
and  James  Milner,  esqrs.,  against  the  return  of  Sir 
William  Wyndham  and  Sir  John  Trevelian,  bart., 
complaining  of  bribery,  &c. 

Sept.  10.     After  a  long  hearing,  it  was 

Resolved :  **  That  Sir  William  Wyndham  is  not 
duly  elected/* 

PAAT  II.  VOL.  II.  H   If 
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Resolved:  "That  Sir  John  Trevelian,  bart.,  is 
not  duly  elected." 

Resolved:  «  That  Samuet  Edwyn,  esq.,  is  not 
duly  elected." 

Resolved :  **  That  James  Milner,  esq.,  is  not 
duly  elected." 

Resolved:  "  That  the  late  election  is  a  void 
election." 

May  8,  1717.  A  petition  of  John  Jooes  and 
Geoige  James,  ooostf^Les,  and  several  voters  of  the 
said  borough,  shewing,  that  at  the  last  Section 
the  caadidates  were.  Sir  John  Trevelian,  Jaqoes 
Milner,  Sanuel  Edwyn,  and  Thomas  Gage,  esqrs. ; 
and  that,  DotwitfasUnding  bribery,  treating,  and 
many  other  indirect  practices  used  by  the  said  Mr. 
Edwyn  and  Mr.  Gage,  and  their  agents,  to  obtain 
votes  for  them,  yet  the  said  Sir  John  Trevelian  aad 
Mr.  Milaer  had  a  vast  majority  of  votes,  and  were, 
by  the  petitioners,  the  constables,  declared  to  be 
duly  elected. 

May  16.  A  petition  of  Sir  John  Trevelian. 
bart.,  and  James  Milner,  esq,,  against  Samuel  Ed- 
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tlesolved  :  '^  That  the  indenture  signed  bjr  the 
burgesses,  not  being  signed  by  John  Jones,  one  of 
the  said  burgesses  to  whom  the  said  sheriff  caused 
his  precept  to  be  deliveri^,  is  an  undue  and  insuflt^ 


cient  return/* 


Resolved :  *^  That  the  indenture  signed  by  the; 
said  John  Joneis  and  other  burgesses  of  the  said 
borough,  and  which  wasT  tendered  to  the  said  sbe« 
riff,  is  a  due  and  sufficient  return/' 

June  4.  A  petition  of  Thomas  Gage,  esq.,  and 
Samuel  Edwyn^'esq.,  against  the  return  of  Sir  John 
Trevelian  and  James  Milner,  esq. 

Resolved :  "  That  the  constables  of  this  bo^ 
rough  are  the  proper  officers  to  whom  the  precept 
for  electing  burgesses  to  serve  in  Parliament  for 
this  borough  ought  to  be  delivered,  and  to  whom 
the  execution  of  the  said  precept  doth  belong/* 

Dec.  3.  The  petition  of  Thomas  Gage  and  Sa* 
muel  Edwyn,  esqrs.^  was  read,  in  substance  the 
same  with  the  former  petition. 

Resolved  :  '*  The  right  of  election  of  burgesses 
to  serve  in  Parliament  for  this  borough  is  in  the 
parishioners  of  Minehead  and  Dunster,  being 
housekeepers  within  the  borough  of  Minehead, 
not  receiving  alms.** 

Resolved:  '*  Thai  Thomas  Wickland  be  ex- 
amined in  the  presence  of  John  Vicary  respecting 
bribery/* 

Resolved;  '*  That  Joseph  Alloway,  having 
been  charged  with  having  been  a  distributer  of 
bribes,  be  examined  as  a  witness  in  this  cause.*' 

After  much  debate,  it  was  resolved,  ^'  That  Sir 
John  Trevelian,  bart.,  is  duly  elected/* 

N  H  9 
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Jan.  8,  1722.  A  petition  of  John  Thomas  J 
John  Floyde,  constables  of  this  borough,  agai 
John  Vicary  and  Joseph  Sherry  as  to  the  right 
being  the  proper  returning  officers." 

Upon  which  it  was  resolved:  "  That  John  V 
cary  and  Joseph  Sherry  having  presumed  to  acl 
returning  officers  at  the  late  election  of  burges 
to  serve  in  this  Parliament  for  this  borough, 
defiance  of  a  resolution  of  this  House,  are  gui 
of  a  high  crime  and  misdemeanor." 

Ordered:  "That  the  said  John  Viccary  s 
Joseph  Sherry  be,  for  the  said  offence,  taken  ii 
the  custody  of  the  sergeant  at  arms  attending  t 
House." 

Resolved:  "That  John  Fox,  being  employ 
to  carry  the  writ  for  the  late  election  for  this  1 
rough,  has  been  guilty  of  a  breach  of  trust  in  di 
vering  the  same  to  a  candidate." 

Ordered  :  "  That  the  said  John  Fox  be,  for  i 
said  offence,  committed  to  the  custody  of  the  si 
geant  at  arms." 

Jan.  20.     A  petition  of  Sir  Richard  Lane,  kt 
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Oct.  18,  172?.  A  petition  of  Samuel  Edwyn 
and  Francis  Whitworth,  esqrs.,  against  the  return 
of  Robert  Mansell  and  Thomas  Hales,  esqrs., 
complaining  that  the  constables  arbitrarily  took 
upon  themselves  to  disallow  votes  who  offered  to 
poll  for  the  petitioners,  and  to  allow  unwarrantable 
votes  in  favour  of  Mr.  Mansell  and  Mr.  Hales. 

A  petition  of  the  capital  burgesses  and  electors 
of  the  said  borough  to  the  same  eff*ect. 

No  determination . 

January  9n,  1728.  Sir  William  Codrington, 
bart.,  and  George  Grove,  esq.,  petitioned.  The 
latter  neglected  to  deliver  in  his  quali6cation  in 
time,  according  to  order:  the  former  renewed  his 
petition  sess.  2  and  3. 

Mr.  Langston  and  Mr.  Woodbridge  petitioned  f^^wcU, 
Dec.  7,  1802,  which  was  renewed  Nov.  28,  ISOS.""'^*'"' 
In  this  case  the  petitioners  produced  na  evidence 
in  support  of  their  petition;  and  on  Feb.  24»  1804> 
the  sitting  members,  Mr.  Luttrell  and  Mr.  Patter- 
«onj  were  reported  to  be  duly  elected. 

CORPORATION. 

None, 

RIGHT  OF  ELECTION 

Is  in  the  Parishioners  of  Dunster  and  Mine- 
head,  being  Housekeepers  in  the  borough  of  Mine- 
head,  and  not  receiving  alms.  Feb.  24,  1717* 

Number  of  voters — 260. 

Returning  officers — two  constables,  an- 
nually chosen  at  the  court-leet  of  the  lord  of  the 
manor. 

Proprietor— John  Fownes  Luttrell,  esq. 
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POLITICAL   CQAJIACXBB. 

..  This  being  a  proprietaly  bctough,  and  haviog 
been  as  anciently  00  u  any  we  meet  with,  pre- 
BcntB  nothing  remarkable,  but  tbat  of  a  conteat 
which  arose  herein  oppoiition  to  the  proprietor, 
at  the  general  election  of  1796,  -when  the  Iste 
^ohp  Langiton,  eeq.,  the  banker,  purchased  a  piece 
of  land,  and  erected  aevertl  new  houses  in  the  bo- 
rough. He  was  returned  10  that  Parliament,  but 
was  unsucaeasful  at  the  following  election  in  1809, 
when  there  were  si^  candidates,  and  the  uumbpr^ 
polled  were  as  fbllowe : 

J.  F.  Luttrell,  esq ^ ...  139 

J.  FattersoQ,  esq 199 

J.  Lai^ton,:«sq 108 

J.  Woodbridge,  esq 106 

,  P.  Cazalet,  esq 13 

D,  Walto*,  esq 13 

Xli«  two  Iwt  became  candidttec  voder  the  ex- 
pectation of  proving  bribety  against  both  the  other 
parties,  and  obtaining  thetr  seats. 

In  1807  there  was  another  contest,   the  Hon. 
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MILBORN  PORT. 

MiLBORN  PoRT»  a  bofough  and  parish  in  the 
hundred  of  Horethorn,  Somerset,  19}  miles  from 
Shaftesbury,  2J  ftom  Sherborne,  1 17  from  London ; 
situated  on  a  branch  of  the  river  Parrot,  and  con- 
taining 198  houses,  and  9^5  inhabitants,  of  whom 
400  were  employed  in  varioirs  trades,  and  in  the 
manufacture  of  dowlas,  tickings,  linsey,  stock- 
ings and  shoes.  The  parish  is  divided  into  three 
hamlets,  called  Milborn  Port,  Kingsbury  Regis, 
and  Milborn  Wike ;  however,  the  borough  and 
that  part  called  Kingsbury,  lie  in  many  places 
promiscuously  intermixed,  both  in  the  main  town 
and  at  Milborn  Wyke,  which  lies  about  one  mile 
north.  That  part  called  Kingsbury  Regid,  has  land- 
tax  and  parochial  assessments  different  from  the 
borough,  but  one  has  the  same  church  as  the  other, 
and  the  same  poor,  excepting  that  the  charity 
called  Commonalty  is  given  only  to  the  poor  of 
the  borough.  At  Kingsbury  an  annual  court  ba- 
ron is  held,  wherein  the  lord's  rents  are  paid,  pre- 
sentments made,  and  a  constable,  tythingman,  and 
hayward  appointed ;  the  hayward  serves  in  and 
for  both  districts ;  the  other  two  officers  for  Kings- 
bury only. 

REPRESENTATIVE    HISTORY. 

This  borough  returned  burgesses  to  Parliament 
in  the  S6th,  28th,  33d,  and  S5th  of  £dward  I. ;  but 
then  ceased,  until  the  reign  of  King  Charles  L, 
when  it  was  restored. 
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May  1,  1698.  Report  concerning  this  borough 
and  Weobly  in  Herefordshire,  who  anciently  sent 
burgesses  to  PBrliameDt  and  have  discontinued 
long. 

That  many  of  the  records  perished  viz.,  of  53 
parliaments;  from  38th  of  Edward  I.  to  the 
third  of  £dward  11.  That  boroughs  did  sometimes 
send,  sometimes  forbear  in  respect  of  poverty,  not 
being  able  to  pay  the  burgess  wages.  By  the  writ, 
'  every  ancient  borough  ought  to  send  burgesses, 
1.  The  bounds  hereof  are  like  of  ancient  boroughs. 
$,  Pay  Biirgage-rents. 

The  comipittee  satisfied  the  following  boroughs 
ought  to  send  burgesses  ;  and  that  the  long  dis- 
cODtinuance  no  loss  of  it.  This  no  franchise  which 
xnay  be  lost,  but  a  service  pro  bono  publico.  Bo- 
roughs of  Hchester,  Fomfret,  and  Hertford,  IS 
Jac.  restored;  so  three  in  Buckinghamshire,  31 
Jac. 

Aug.  13,  1660.  Ordered:  "That  Mr.  Henry 
MiJboroe  be  summoned  to  answer  the  misdemeanor 
with  which  he  is  charged,  in  keeping  the  writ  for 
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Francis  Wyndham  ought  to  sit  till  the  merits  of 
the  cause  be  determined. 

Jan.  S,  1701.  A  petition  of  John  Henley,  esq., 
against  the  return  of  Sir  Thomas  Travel,  com- 
plaining that  Sir  Thomas  Travel  was,  and  is, 
one  of  the  capital  bailiffs,  to  whom  the  precept 
was,  and  ought  to  be,  directed  ;  who,  to  give  co- 
lour that  himself  might  be  elected,  pretended  to 

swear  and  admit  Guy  White  and Snook  as 

his  deputy  bailiffs,  and  procured  them  to  return 
himself,  tliough  incapable  of  being  elected  by  rea- 
son of  hisaaid  office,  as  advised. 

Oct.  S6,  1709.  A  petition  of  John  Henley, 
esq.,  against  the  return  of  John  Hunt,  esq.,  com- 
plaining of  partiality  and  an  undue  return  made 
by  one  of  the  returning  officers. 

27.  A  petition  of  John  Hunt,  esq.,  against 

John  Henley,  esq.,  to  the  same  effSect. 

A  petitiob  of  Thomas  Medlycott,  esq.,  shewing 
there  are  several  capital  bailiwicks  within  this  bo- 
rough, of  which  Sir  Thomas  Travel  has  five ;  and 
by  turns  the  capital  burgesses  nominate  the  under- 
bailiffs,  who  are  the  miigistrates  of  the  said  town, 
and  to  whom  the  precept  for  electing  burgesses  to 
Parliament  is  directed,  and  who  have  the  forming 
of  the  lists  of  voters,  management  of  the  election, 
and  return  of  the  precept.  That  this  year  Sir 
Thomas  Travel  had  the  naming  of  both  the  bailiffs, 
whereby,  in  effect,  he  is  returned  by  himself:  that 
soon  after  the  king's  death,  Sir  Thomas  Travel,  by 
his  agent,  Edward  Feltram,  distributed  great  doles 
of  corn  to  many  of  the  electors,  and  another  dole 
just  before  the  election  ;  by  which  illegal  practices 
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tlie«nd  Sir  Thomas  Travel  procured  himself  to  be 
returned,  though  neither  duly  elected  or  returned, 
M  the  petitioner  coQceiveB. 

Report  upon  the  petitioos  of  Mr.  Henley  aod  Mr. 
HuDt,  "  That  it  appeared  that  Mr  Hunt  was  m- 
turned  by  one  bailiff  and  Mr.  Henley  by  another; 
that  upon  the  poll  the  numbers  were  for  Mr.  Henley 
77,  for  Mr.  Hunt  46;  that  both  agreed  this  waa  a 
borough  by  prescription*  but  disputed  in  whom 
waa  tbe  right  of  election." 

ResoWed :  *'  That  the  right  of  electioo  of  bur- 
gesses to  serve  in  this  present  Parliament  for  this 
borough  is  only  in  the  capital  bailiffs  and  their 
deputies  in  tbe  commonalty,  steward,  and  inhabit- 
ants thereof,  payii^  scot  and  lot." 

That  upon  this  head  of  not  paying  scot  and  lot, 
Mr.  Henley  took  off  twenty-one  of  Mr.  Hunt's 
voters.  Some  evidence  was  giren  as  to  others 
who  did  not  pay,  but  it  was  answered  they  were 
capital  bailiffs,  or  their  deputiea. 

That  Mr.  Hunt,  upon  this  head  of  not  paying, 
took  fifty-Qtght  of  Mr.  Henley's  voteis. 
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Nov.  26.  A  petition  of  Thomas  Sear],  J6hD 
Bret,  and  several  other  inhahitants  of  this  bo- 
rough, to  the  same  effect. 

No  determination. 

Nov.  27,  I7l0^  A  petition  of  William  Malet, 
esq.,  and  also  a  petition  of  the  inhabitants  of  this 
borough. 

Dec  1.  Ordered:  ««  That  Mr.  Malet  and  thi 
inhabitants  of  this  borough  have  leave  to  withdraw 
their  said  petitions. 

June  18,  1717.  A  petition  of  Charles  Stanhope^ 
esq.,  against  the  return  of  Michael  Harvey,  esq., 
complaing  of  bribery,  confining,  and  threatenii^ 
the  voters  of  the  petitioners,  and  other  illegal  prac- 
tices. 

Reported,  That  the  right  of  election  was  agreed 
to  be  in  the  capital  bailiffs  and  their  deputies,  in 
the  commonalty,  stewards,  and  inhabitants  paying 
dcot  and  lot«    The  poll  was-*-*- 

For  Mr.  Harvey 27 

The  petitioner 93 

Bret  said,  Guy  White.,  jun.,  asked  votes  for 
Mr.  Hervey,  and  gave  him  five  guineas  for  his. 

John  Bowden  said,  Guy  White,  jun.,  gave  Ben- 
jamin Cox  five  guineas  for  his  vote  fojr  Mr.  Har- 
ney, as  both  White  aqd  Cox  owned  to  witness. 

Joseph  Raymond  said,  Robert  Curtis  owned  he 
had  five  guineas  of  Mr.  Harvey's  money  for  his 
vote. 

John  Bowden  also  named  eight  voters  who 
were  treated. 

Benjamin  Cox,  who  voted  for  Mr.  Harvey,  said 
he  had  six  guineas  to  vote  for  the  petitioner. 


476  OO0NTIES,  CITIES,  AND  BOROUGHS. 

After  much  debate  it  was  resolved : 
"  That    Michael    Harvey,  esq.,   is  oot  duly 
elected." 

"  That  Charles  Stanhope,  esq.,  isduly  elected." 
Id  the  year  174i7,  Michael  Harvey  aod  Jefliy 
Inch,  esqrs.,  aad  Thomas  Medlycot  aod  Charles 
Churchill,  esqrs.,  were  returned.  This  beiog  a 
borough  by  prescription,  there  have  always  been 
in  it  nine  capital  bailiffs,  who  hold  their  respectire 
offices  by  virtue  of  deputations,  granted  by  the 
proprietors  of  nine  ancient  parcels  of  borough 
lands.  Two  of  them  preside  yearly,  by  rotation, 
as  head  officers ;  and  these  two  presiding  capital 
4>ailifis  may,  if  they  please,  (at  a  .court-leet  held  in 
October  yearly,)  appoint  substitutes  to  execute 
the  menial  offices  of  the  borough,  who  are  called 
sub-bailiffii.  This  borough  discontinued  sendii^ 
members  to  Parliament  for  many  years ;  but  was 
restored  to  its  ancient  privities  in  the  4th  <^ 
Charles  I.,  since  which  time  it  has  continued  to 
send  two  members  to  evefy  Parliament ;  and  the 
eherifTs  precept  for  choosing  members  is  always 


MILBORN  PORT.  477 

or  some  of  their  friends,  were  generally  chosen, 
and  returned  without  opposition ;  and,  as  it  often 
happened,  that  neither  of  the  capital  presiding 
bailiffs  were  present,  the  return  was  often  made 
by  their  substitutes  or  sub-bailiffs,  but  sometimes 
by  the  capital  bailiff  or  bailiffs,  and  most  fre- 
quently by  the  bailiffs  and  burgesses  of  the  said 
borough.  This  was  the  constitution  of  the  borough 
at  an  election,  when  Thomas  Medlycot,  esq.,  and 
William  Bishop,  were  the  presiding  bailiffs,  and 
one  Arthur  Ansty,  said  to  be  a  common  day- 
labourer,  and  servant  to  the  said  Thomas  Medly- 
tet,  was  the  sub-bailiff,  appointed  by  the  said 
Medlycot.  The  candidates  were,  Michael  Harvey 
and  Jeffry  French,  esqrs.,  on  one  side,  and  the  said 
Thomas  Medlycot  and  Charles  Churchill,  esqrs., 
on  the  other  side;  and  when  the  election  wasover^ 
the  return  of  the  two  former  was  made  to  the  she- 
ri  ff  by  the  said  William  Bishop,>  which  he  ac- 
cepted, and  annexed  to  his  precept ;  but  some 
days  after,  another  return  of  the  two  latter  was 
made  to  the  sheriff  by  the  said  Arthur  Ansty, 
which  he  likewise  accepted,  and  annexed  to  his 
precept:  so  that  his  writ  was  returned  with  a 
double  return  for  the  said  borough ;  which  was 
the  legal  return  was  the  question,  and  the  only 
question  that  by  order  came  to  be  determined  oa 
Thursday  the  1st  of  December  last. 

As  to  the  return  made  by  William  Bishop,  it 
was  objected,  first,  that  the  sub-bailiffs,  and  not 
the  capital  bailiffs,  were,  by  the  custom  of  that 
borough,  the  returning  officers;  and,  secondly,  that 
the  said  William  Bishop  was  not  properly  quali* 
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fied  to  act,  because  he  had  not  previously  taken  u 
oath  of  office.  To  the  first  objection  it  was  an- 
swered, that  by  the  custom  of  the  borough  the 
sub-bailiffs  never  acted  but  io  the  absence,  or  bj 
the  order  or  permission  of,  their  principals  ;  and 
when  either  of  the .  capital  bailiffs  was  present, 
neither  of  the  sub-bailiffs  could  act  as  a  principal, 
the  capital  bailifis  being  then  the  sole  presiding 
officers.  To  the  second  objection  it  was  answered, 
that  William  Bishop  had  taken  all  tbe  oaths  re- 
quisite by  law  ;  but  that  an  oath  of  office  was  not 
requisite,  either  by  law  or  the  custom  of  that  bo- 
rough, as  bad  been  admitted  by  the  said  Thotnas 
Medlycot  himself.  Then,  as  to  the  return  made 
by  the  said  Arthur  Ansty,  it  was  objected,  first, 
That  as  he  was  only  a  sub-bailiff,  and  both  the 
capital  presiding  bailiffs  not  only  present,  but 
acting  as  presiding  officers,  he  could  not  act  as  a 
presiding  officer  in  any  case  whatsoever,  much  less 
io  such  a  principal  one  as  that  of  returning  mem- 
bers to  Parliament ;  and,  secondly,  That  tbe  return 
made  by  the  said  Arthur  Ansty  was  void,  by  virtue 
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lution  it  ought  to  be  void.    To  the  firet  objection 
it  \vas  answered,  That  by  the  custom  of  th«  bo-i 
rough,  the  sub-bailiffs  were  the  only  proper  re- 
turning officers,  consequently  the  return  made  by 
Arthur  Ansty  was  the  only  legal  return;  and  to  the 
second  it  was  answered,  That  if  the  axiom  of  law 
were  to  be  applied  to  the  election  for  this  borough, 
neither  of  the  two  proprietors  of  the  nine  ancient 
parcels  of  borough  lands  could  ever  be  chosen  oc 
returned  as  representatives  for  this  borough ;  be- 
cause, both  the  capital  and  sub-bailiffs  are  but  their 
deputies;  aud  as  this  would  be  inconsistent  with 
common  law,  as  weliasconfrary  to  the  custom  pf 
the  borough  ever  since  the  above-mentioned  reso- 
lution, it  could  not  be  supposed  that  the  House 
thereby  intended  to  render  the  sub-bailiffs  of  this 
borough  incapable  of  returning,  either  their  imme* 
diaife  principals,  the  capital  bailiffs,  or  their  remote 
principals,  the  proprietors  of  these  ancient  parcels 
of  borough  lands.     Upon  the  whole,  the  house> 
after  having  spent  two  days  in  hearing  counsel, 
reading  former  returns,  &c.,  and  examining  wit- 
nesses, came  to  a  resolution.  That  the  execution 
of  a  precept  for  electing  burgesses  to  serve  in  Par- 
liament for  the  borugh  of  Milborn  Port,  and  the 
making  the  return  thereof,   are  only  in  the  tw^ 
sub-bailiffs  of  the  said  borough,  or  in  one  sub-bai- 
liff, ifthcFeare  not  two,  {one  sub-bailiff  is  un- 
doubtedly more  likely  to  be  bribed  than  two  capital 
bailiffs,)  in  consequence  of  which,  the  clerk  of  the 
crown,  by  order,  iook  off  the  file  the  return  made 
by  William  Bishop,  and  the  said  Thoman  Medly- 
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cot  and  Charles  Churchill,  esqrs.,  became  therebj 
the  only  sittiog  membem. 

ANOTUBK   CASE. 

Od  the  30th  of  January.  1776,  the  petition  of 
Edtrard  Walter,  esq.,  and  Isaac  Hawkios  Browne, 
esq.,  against  the  return  of  the  Hon.  Temple  Lut- 
trell  and  Charles  Wolseley,  came  on  to  be  tried  by 
a  committee  of  the  House  of  Commons. 

There  were  three  petitions  read ;  when  it  ap- 
peared, that  there  were,  in  this  case,  three  returns 
made  by  different  persons  claiming  to  be  returning 
officers,  all  of  which  had  been  annexed  to  the  writ 
by  the  sheriff,  and  returned  into  the  office  of  the 
clerk  of  the  crown ;  by  one.  Welter  and  Browne; 
by  the  other  two,  Luttrel  and  Wolseley,  were  re- 
turned. 

The  petitions  likewise  contained  a  claim  made 
by  each  party,  of  the  majority  of  l^il  votes,  and 
mutual  allegations  of  bribery.  In  the  petition  of 
Walter  and  Browne,  it  was  also  alleged,  that  Lut- 
trel, at  the  time  of  his  election  and  return,  "  had. 
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Mr.  Walter' Sj  that  in  following  the  established  ro-' 
tation9  in  some  years  one  of  the  reigning  bailiffs  is 
in  the  appointment  of  Medlycot,  and  the  other 
in   the  appointment  of  Walter;    in  some  years 
they  are  both  appointed  by  Medlycot,  and  in 
others,  both  by  Walter.   In  1773,  one  of  them  was 
appointed  by  Medlycot,  who  nominated  one  Elias 
Oliver  to  be  bis  sub-bailiff,  and  the  other  by  WaU 
ter,  who  nominated  one  Robert  Baunton  to  be  his 
sub-bailiff.     In  1774,  it  was  Mr.  Medlycot's  turn 
to  appoint  both  the  reigning  bailiffs.     The  sub- 
bailiffs  have  always  been  appointed  at  a  court-leet 
after  Michaelmas-day,  holden  by  a  steward,  named 
by  the  former  sub-bailiff.    Since  the  interests  have 
divided,  there  have  been  two  stewards,  who  have 
holden  separate  courts,  but  always  on  the  same 
day.   It  appeared  by  the  witnesses,  that  the  court- 
leet  for  appointing  sub-bailiffs  had  always  been 
holden,  before  and  since  the  style  was  altered,  on 
the  first  Tuesday  after  a  fair  at  Sherborne,  called 
Pack-Monday  fair ;  and  that  there  were  entries  to 
this  purpose  In  the  minute-book  of  the  steward  of 
the  court,  but  in  none  of  the  court-books  or  rolls, 
was  there  any  entry  referring  the  holding  of  the 
court  to  the  Tuesday  after  Sherborne  fair ;  it  only 
appeared  to  have  been  always  holden  on  the  first 
Tuesday  of  October,  before  the  change  of  the  style 
took  place. 

On  the  3rd  of  October,  1774,  the  precept  for 
the  election  was  delivered  to  Robert  Baunton, 
who  gave  his  receipt  for  it ;  and  having  communi- 
cated with  the  other  sub-bailiff  (Oliver),  they 
concurred  in  appointing  the  day  of  election  to  be 
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on.  the  I0*h,  ttlw  4th  being  t^e  first  TueeiJ^y  in 
Octiob«r,  N.  S.-i).  OJLiyec,  together  with  Me^yqi^t 
and.  others,  brqie  open  the  towq-baU.  th^  pi^fsqn 
who  had  the  Vfiy.  VQt  being  fouojd. ;  aod  Mr.  M«4r 
lycot  haying  q(>ifiin4ted  bis^  brother,  the  l^«v* 
George  Hutching  a^d  Ro.bert  Curtia,  to  be  tJbe 
re%niDg  capital  bailiffB  for  the  year  eoBtu,uigs  t)faj{ 
came  into  the  couct-teet,  (which  was  opened  ac- 
cording  to  form,)  and  appoinjtecl  <^iui  Hewtpn, 
juo.,  and  John.  Fftckham.  to.  b?  tjieir  sgb-biiiliffi : 
thereigcingbaiJififanjitibQ8U.b-bBiUSieiitei;Qp,diQjr 
offices  immediately,  afitisr.  their  appointmenU  At  the 
lame  court,  Oliver- vfM. appointed  a  coggtAbJe  ky. 
the  juiy,  and,9vr,oro  into  that,  office.  On  the  kOth 
the  election  came,  on,  and  there.  Wiere  three  poJU 
taken;  one  by  Bauotop.  who  declared  the. ouijo- 
rity  of  legal  votes,  to.  be  in.  favour  of  Waller  and 
Browne,  and  accprdjogly  annexed  Ajeturn  of  tbom 
to  the  precept:  one  by  Oliver,  and  a  third  by 
Newton  and^Feckhaqu  By  etch  oft  the.  two,  last, 
Luttrel  and.Wolwtey  bad  the  aifUDni:y  of  votes  ; 
and.accordiim^ly  there. were,  two  returua  made  of 
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bflilrfib  fldifd  reaming  officers  cm  the  10th.  The 
qnestroQ  coneirlkrng  the  legdlitj^  of  the  court^leet 
tirnied  chiefly  u^on  the  statute  for  altering  the 
styTe; 

The  counsel  for  Walter  ixbd  Bro#ne  contendddj 
That  the  court  fn  question  iVac^  ^'  a  douri  usuaify 
*^  h&iden  vfiih  a  fahri  atad  t6  be  holden  on  the 
^'  same  natural  day  as  formerly,  that  is,  according 
"  to  the  old  style/*  That  this  was  evident  froiin 
the  constant  pra:ctice  sihce  the  change  of  the  style^ 
and  the  general  sens^  of  the  plafce,  atid  fr6m  the 
steward^s  book. 

That  if  it  were  not  io^  yet  the  hbldtng  it  last 
yeat"  according  to  the  new  style,  for  the  first  time, 
imtoiediately  on  the  eve  of  the  election,  contrary  to 
the  usage  ever  since  the  stdttlte'of  34  George  II., 
without  any  notice  being  given  of  such  ata  intended 
innovation',  till  the  precept  for  the  election  came 
to  the  bofough,  shewed  that  the  intention  of 
holding  it  theilwas  bccasianal,  and  evidently  only 
taken  up  oh  account'ofthci  dissolution  of  the  Par- 
liament, which  bit>ugfat'on  the  election  before  Mr. 
Mediycot's  twb  sub-bailiffs  could  have  come  into 
office,  if  be  bad  waited  till  th^  usual  time  ;  con-^ 
set]iientlyv  that  on  this  groliridthe  appointment  of 
Newton  and'Peckbtar'was  fraudulent  and  void. 

That  if  tlicjy  w^Ve  le^Uy  appofinted,  still  the 
fortaleir  strb^baiKlSl^  being  the  re^urhrng^  officers  at 
the  time  when  the  precept  was  delivered,  and  one 
of^tbeBifaavingfiteeiied,  and  given  his  receipt  for 
it,  they  weM  the  only  personii  competent  to  make 
the' return,  according  to  the'  7ih  and  9th  of  Wil- 
liam III.,  cap;  95. 

I  I  2 


cx>UNnEs,  ciTms,  anp  boroughs. 

That  if  the  queetioQ  came  to  be  argu^  between 
tbe  returns  made  by  Bauaton  and  Oliver,  it  was 
clear  tbat  Oliver,  by  accepting  the  office  of  con- 
stable at  tbe  court-Ieet,  holden  on  the  4th  of  Oc- 
tober, had  abdicated  his  former  office,  and  coald 
notafterwards  pretend  to  exercise  it;  sotbatBaun- 
ton  was  tbe  only  sub-bailiff  at  the  tifne  of  Sec- 
tion, and  must  of  course  be  the  only  l^al  returning 


The  counsel  for  Luttrel  and  Wolsey  argued. 
That  though  it  did  appear  that  the  Michaelmas 
court-Ieet  bad  usually  been  holden  on  the  Tues- 
day after  Sbeibbrne,  or  Pack-Monday  fair,  yet  that 
was  merely  accidental ,-  because  it  happens  that 
tbe  first  Tuesday  in  October  must  of  necessity  be 
the  day  immediately  following  the  first  Monday  af- 
ter Michaelmas. — That  the  entries  in  tbe  minute  or 
memorandum-book  of  the  steward,  prove  only  tbat 
he  assisted  his  memory  in  recoIIectlDg  the  time  of 
faolding  the  court, by referringit  to  Pack-Monday, 
— That  it  was  natural,  fiom  thia  aceidentai  con- 
nexion between  the  two  days,  fisr  the  people  of 
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posing  an  original  connexion  between  Sherborne- 
fair  and  the  court-^leet  at  Milborn  Port,  although 
the  two  places  are  in  different  counties. — ^That  in 
former  times  the  grants  of  the  crowil  used  to  ex- 
tend very  commonly  into  different  counties,  and 
ihe  £iir  and  court,  at  first,  might  hare  made  part 
of  the  same  grant. — ^That  it  is  not  true,  thMt  if  a 
fair  were  forfeited,  a  court  usually  holden  with  tV, 
but  belonging  to  another  person  would  be  so  like- 
wise^*—That  the  old  prescriptive  day  for  holding 
the  fair  would  still  continue  to  be  the  guide  for 
fixing  the  prescriptive  day  for  the  court-leet. 

The  committee  having  cleared  the  court,  deli- 
berated among  themselves  ;  and  the  counsel  being 
again  called  in,  the  chairman  acquainted  them, 
that  the  committee  had  resolved^ 

^y  That  the  return  made  by  John  Newton,  jun., 
and  John  Peckham,  of  Mr. -Luttrel,  and  Mr. 
Wolseley,  was  an  illegal  return.'^ 

'^  And  that  the  other  two  returns  appeared  to 
the  committee  to  be  so  complicated  together,  that 
they  thought  it  their  duty  to  go  upon  the  merits 
of  the  election,  without  previously  deciding  be- 
tween them. 

The  counsel  for  Walter  and  Browne  now  went 
into  the  whole  that  remained  of  their  part,  the 
bribery  by  Luttrel  and  Wolseley,  or  their  agents, 
and  Luttrel's  ineligibility.  When  they  had  finished 
and  summed  up  their  evidence,  the  counsel  on  the 
other  side  proceeded  to  remove  the  imputation  of 
bribery  from  Luttrel  and  Wolseley,  and  to  fix  bri- 
bery on  the  other  two  candidates.  Lastly,  they 
answered  the  objections  to  Luttrel's  eligibility ; 
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ai)4  aft^t  tlicy  b^  sumiaed  up  their  case,  the 
coMPpel  op  the  other  aide  replied. 

puEiDg  |tbe  trial  of  tbis  petition,  the  committee 
.tbpugllt  @t  to  prppue,  that  tbe  following  quesliea 
sbould  bfi  u^eflby  tbe  counsel,  viz. 

"  Wbfttber  peraont  rateable,  ^d  having  psidto 
Itfafi  rAtje,  though  that  rate  veb  made  end  colleeted 
by  ofi^cers  illl^al  or  doubtful,  may  vote  ai  iofaa- 
lutpptf  paying  «cot  and  lot." 

7^e  couD^el  for  Welter  and  Browne  oonteoded, 
that  tbe^  wight.  They  said  that  aoot  and  lot 
existed  long  bsfone  OFerseers  of  the  pqor,  or  poor 
rates*  were  knoyro  in  England,  and  for  tbis  they 
ikppealM  to  the  definitions  in  SpelmanV  Glossary. 
Tbat  tlie  poor-rate  indeed  wa^,  in  common  cases, 
very  properly  taken  to  be  the  rule  for  discoveriag 
who  are  {to  be  conaidsred  as  peivoDs  paying  scot 
aqd  lot,  bi]t  tbat  tbe  right  ofsucfa  persons  to  vote 
is  so  far  from  beipg  created  by.  the  poor  rate,  that 
it,  i^  Oj^ithi^r.  neceaaaril{^x»>nnected.wilb,  noraltered 
hyit. 

The  cominittee,  after  hearing  the  counBel  on  tbe 


dideft  \h  Ittidtia,  Aid  thi  ikt^ebiiMs  iM  a^iff%  fbad^ 
out  in  bis  name,  itei  8&id,  b«  paidffrdfib  (ftftititihN 
Ing  i»  betvlr^ett  ihi^%  «tld  fb^dr  Htriidred  pounds 
i^ybair)  V»  Lutfr^i  bbn^d^Hiig  li?^  &s  agent  fi^ 
Smith.  ThM  h«  bHd^eM  ft  f  aW»>  bf  attdtrfi^^ 
firbftl  Sdiitl^  to  Ltm^ll,  dlUthiMnfeih^lHtttb  iipfifoint 

4  deputy  fbr  bim  \  inA  th»hk  bra  f^^it^d  i  dei 

putation  from  Luttrel,  as  attorney  for  Strittb^  b&t 
Ibit  ^€t{iritd§,  th^t  deptitlrticli&  bfein^  (bund  to  be 
MpF6|)W^  ti«  bkd  deilMyed  if  j  Md  tad  techiryi 
bifif  dteptitatioh  («irhteb  i!(rad  pfbdiicM  imd  rMd)  dU 
rectly  from  Smith.  That  he  thought  frotft  thi^ 
trsltift^tldif ,  that  there  Was  such  a  conneition  be- 
tween Smith  and  Luttrel,  as  made  it  safe  for  hiititd 
infy  the  dtOdey  tb  Liittrel  i  but  that  he  never  bad 
emoftd^reid)  Whether  the  payidkits  he  had  made  to 
Lilttre)  wer^  ttmily  legftl,  and  be  thought,  ths(t  if 
Smith  were  to  die,  he  would  be  lisfbte  t6  pay  tfa^ 
arreeRB  of  tb%  profits  to  his  executors.  He  said  he 
wrfs  appoitfti^d  by  Mf.  Luttril'i  interest. 

On  the  pflCrt  of  Wdlter  dud  Bfrowne  it  was  cbn- 
tended,  that  Stnffh^^  holding  the  o^ce  was  merely 
cbtouraMe.  That  Luttrel  reee^M  thft  profits,  and 
was  in  substifnce  the  persdtt  who  pd^essed  tb^ 
6ftci^ ;  afifd  that  he  was  thereby  incapable  of  being 
elected,  since  the  statute  of  thii  I3th  dnd  isth  of 
WilHam  IIL 

Mr.  Lnttrel^a  Mtint^il  <ibhtend@d,  it  was  unne- 
ddeiBairy  to  urg^  tliis  point,  as  no  evidence  bad 
bi^tt  given  to  shciw  that  he  hcfd  any  beneficial  in- 
tetest  in  the  place.  John  C6ii  HippesTey,  esq., 
barriister,  bein^  dialled  on  the  Subject  of  Mt.  Lut- 
trel's  office,  refused  to  answer  any  questions  which 
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niiglit  affect  him,  as  lie  had  constiintly  acted  a: 
confidential  adviser  and  counsel. 

The  committee  took  several  days  to  consid 
the  merits  of  this  election,  after  the  counsel 
closed  their  evidence  and  their  arguments. 
.  On  Friday,  the  10th  of  February,  their  cl 
man  informed  the  House,  that  the  committee 
determined, 

"  That  Edward  Walter,  esq.  is  not  duly  elc 
a  burgess  to  serve  in  this  present  Parliament, 
the  borough  of  Milbo roe- port,  in  the  count 
Somerset. 

"  That  Isaac  Hawkins  Browne,  esq.  is  not  ( 
elected. 

"  That  the  Hon.  Temple  Luttrel,  and  Chi 
Wolseley,  esq.  are  duly  returned  burgesses  tos 
in  this  present  Parliament,  by  the  return  execi 
by  Elias  Oliver." 

Th'Te  was  also  a  petition,  in  1772,  of  Get 
Frescot,  esq.,  against  Richard  Combe,  esq., 
sitting  member,  ivhen  the  petitioner  was  decli 
f  elected  ;  but  as  there  is  nothmg  in  that  i 
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manner  iiearly  similar  to  that  of  Mr.  Rose  in  West- 
minster. 

The  Hon.  Temple  Luttrell  having  petitioned 
against  the  election  of  John  Townsend  and  Thot* 
H.  Medlycott,  esqrs.,  on  the  7th  of  May,  1781,  the 
chairman  of  the  committee  appointed  to  try  this 
contested  election  reported  to  the  House,  that  the 
sitting  members  were  duly  elected.     A  witness  on  tuden, 

V   ii  D  539  ' 

the  part  of  the  petitioner  had  been  called,  to  prove 
agency  to  the  sitting  members,  by  ordering  treats 
and  dinners  at  a  tavern,  and  paying  for  them  on 
their  behalf.  The  counsel  for  the  latter  objected 
to  the  evidence,  because  there  was  no  charge  of 
treating  in  the  petition,  and  it  might  avoid  the 
election  according  to  the  Treating  Act. 

In  1796»  Norman  M^Leod,  esq.,  and  several  of 
the  inhabitants,  petitioned  against  the  return  of 
Henry  Lord  Paget  and  Sir  Robert  Ainslie,  knt. 
A  day  was  appointed  for  hearing  the  petition,  but 
Mr.  M'Leod,  not  having  given  in  his  recognizance 
agreeable  to  law,  the  order  for  hearing  his  petition 
was  discharged.  The  merits  of  the  other  petition, 
(which  was  presented  by  Thomas  Hyde  and  John 
Matthews,  on  behalf  of  themselves  and  others, 
-electors  of  the  borough  of  Milborne-port,)  in  part 
depended  upon  the  right  of  election.  Dec.  12, 
1796,  the  chairman  reported  to  the  House,  that 
the  sitting  members  were  duly  elected,  and  that 
the  petition  was  not  frivolous  or  vexatious. 

And  that  it  appeared  to  the  said  select  com- 
mittee that  the  merits  of  the  petition  did  in  part 
depend  upon  the  right  of  elisction  ;  and  that  there- 
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upon  the  said  committee  required  the  counse 
the  several  parties,  to  deliver  to  the  clerk  of 
Said  committee  statements  in  writing,  of  the  i 
of  feleCtion  for  which  they  respectively  contei 
Hhder  the  last  delertnination  in  1702. 

The  statement  of  the  petitioners. 

"  Tlie  counsel  for  the  petitioners  state,  thai 
"  right  of  election  of  members  to  serve  in  Pa 
"  a»ent  for  this  borouyh  of  Milbourne  Port,  in 
*'  county  of  Somerset  is  in  the  two  capital  B» 
"  commonly  called  reigning  Baitifis,  and  in  t 
"  deputies  ;  and  in  two  commonalty  SteWB 
"  and  in  the  Inhabitants  paying  scot  and  lot." 

The  statement  of  the  sitting  member. 

"  The  contisel  for  the  sitting  member  state, 
'*  (he  right  of  election  of  members  to  serve  in 
*'  liament  for  the  borough  of  Milborne  Port,  in 
"  countyof  Somerset  is  only  in  the  capital  Bai 
"  and  their  depnties,  the  number  of  bailiffs  bi 
"  nine,  and  their  deputies  being  two  ;  in  the  o 
"  monalty  Stewards,  their  number  being  two  ; 
"  in  the  Inhabitants  thereof,  paying  scot  and  1 
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*^  said  statement,  is  the  right  of  election  for  the  said 
'*  borough  of  Milborne  Port." 

Another  petition  from  Emanuel  Samuel  and 
William  Samuel  Davison,  &c.,  was  presented  in 
1800  against  th0  return  of  Lord  Paget  and  Hugh 
Leycester,  eeq. 

Ordered  t^  be  beard  March  fiOth*  1 807  ;  but  by 
neglecting  to  enter  into  proper  recognizancea  the 
eame  was  diafcharged  in  January  by  6rder  of  the 


,      . . .  t  • 

»  ■  I  "ill 


<;QftpaE4T]^0N 


None. 


X.iq9T  OF  SIfBCTION 

'  As  above. 

Number  OP  voters — SO. 
RETURNING  OFFICERS — two  Sub-BdiHSs. 
PiiopRiETOBS-^Marqois  of  Anglesea  and  Sir 
Wtn.  Cbles  Medlycqtt. 

POhJTt'OAh  CHARACTER. 

This  insignificant  borougbi  which  at  the  last 
poll  taken  in  i796»  when  General  Norman  Mac- 
Icod,  and  Lucius  Concannon,esq.,  were  candidates, 
in  opposition  to  Lord  Paget  and  Sir  Robert  Ainsley, 
who  were  nominated  by  the  late  Earl  of  Uxbridge 
and  Sir  William  Coles,  Medlycott,  bart.,  the  pro- 
prietors of  the  borough,  the  numbers  of  voters  were 
only  niii^ty-flve  and'those  were  afterwards  reduced 
to  eighty. 

The  constitution  of  this  borough,  iFan  establish- 
ment that  has  puzzled  a  dozen  committees  of  the 
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House  of  Commons  to  understand  and  explain 
deserves  that  name,' is  a  feudal  institution  as  ab- 
surd as  most  of  the  manonal  customs  introduced 
since  the  Conquest.  Nine  patches  of  borough  land, 
the  property  of  two  men  give  a  right  of  voting  for 
members  of  Parliament  to  any  nine  persons  to 
•whom  the  proprietors  choose  to  convey  them  for 
that  purpose. 

Two  of  these  niue  burgage,  or  feudal  tenures 
preside  yearly  by  rotation  as  returning  officers,  the 
persons  to  whom  they  axe  conveyed  are  calted  the 
nine  bailiffs,  as  constituted  by  the  conveyance  of 
the  tenures. 

The  two  bailiffs,  whose  turn  it  happens  to  be  to 
preside,  may,  if  they  please,  appoint  two  substi- 
tutes at  thecourt-leet,  held  annually  in  the  month 
of  October,  who  are  called  sub-bailiA. 

The-sub-bailifis  are  generally  two  of  the  servants 
of  the  proprietors,  and  not  uofrequcntly  have  the 
honour  of  returning  their  niastais  to  Parliament. 

In  addition  to  these  nine  feudal,  or  parchment 
voters,  are  »11  the   liouseholders   paying  scot   and 
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STAFFORDSHIRE. 


Staffordshire    is  a    county    of   England, 
bounded  on  the  north-east  by  Derbyshire,  on  the 
east  by  Leicestershire,  on  the  south-east  by  War- 
wickahire,  on  the  south  by  Worcestershire,  on  the 
west  by  Salop,  and  on  the  north-west  by  Cheshire. 
Its  length  from  north  to  south  is  about  60  miles, 
and  its  greatest  breadth  3S,  and  contains  780,800 
acres  of  land,  having  about  ^00,000  arable  and 
100,000  in   pasturagie.      It  is   divided  into  five 
hundreds,  viz.  Cuttlestone,  Offlow,  Pirehill,  Seis- 
don,  and  Totmonslow,   in   which  are  one  city, 
Litchfield,   three  boroughs,   Stafford,   Newcastle 
and  Tamworth,   16  market-towns,  viz.  Abbots, 
Bromley,   Brewood,   Burton,  Bursiem,   Cheadle, 
Eccleshall,  Leek,  Longnor,  Fenkridge,  Rudgeley, 
Stone,  Tutbury,  Uttoxeter,  Walsall,  Wedresbury, 
Wolverhampton;    and   181    parishes,  the  whole 
containing  45,198  houses,  inhabited  by  9399143 
persons,  viz.  118,698  males,  and  130,455  females;- 
of  whom  73,465  were  employed  in  trade,  handi- 
craft, and  manufactures,  and  43,930  in  agriculture.  ^ 
The  amount  of  assessment  under  the  act  granting 
the  property  tax  in  1806,  was  <£  1,840,961  and  the 
amount  of  money  collected  for  the  maintenance  of 
the  poor  in  1803,  ^£110,634  being  at  the  rate  of 
45.  3}</.  in  the  pound;  this  country  pays  seven 
parts  of  the  land-tax,  and  sends  ten  members  to 
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Parliament.  The  average  scale  of  mortality  for 
ten  years,  appears  to  have  been  as  one  to  48  }  of  the 
population.  This  county  has  long  been  noted  for 
its  potteries,  and  the  perfectiofl  to  which  it  has 
been  brought  of  late  years  renders  it  a  very  im- 
portant object  of  commerce,  both  foreign  and  do- 
mestic. Trade  ia  particularly  assisted  io'  this 
coonty  by  canal  navigation,  which  commnnicates 
with  Birmingham,  Stourbridge,  Bristol,  Liverpool, 
and  Hull.  It  it  included  in  the  Oxford  cintHt, 
the  province  of  Canterbury,  and  the  dtooste  of 
Litchfield  and  Coventry. 

REPRESENTATITE    HISTOSY. 

This  county  sent  knighta  to  Ptuiliament  in  the 
33d  of  Edward  the  First,  and  has  continued  do  to 
do  ever  since. 

No  cootest  in  Parliament  appcMs  on  the  Jour- 
nalS)  nor  any  other  matter  relative  td  ihe  election'. 


POLITICAL    CHAKACTEB. 

'  This  cbubty  is-  completely  uhder  the  direction 

of  aristocratic  influence.     The  Marquis  of  Stafford 
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LITCHFIELD. 

t 

• 

Li'^GjiFiKLix,  i|K>re  properly  Li^HFtBLOv  is  a 
city,  cantainiBg  three  parishes,  in  tbe  hmdiied'  of 
Offlow,  Stafford,  on  a  small  branch  of  the*  Trent, 
119  niilea  from  Londoa  by  CoventFyi^  and:  ll94(i  by 
Northampton.  It  contains.  873  houses,  and  4,719 
inJiabitants,  viz.  9,  14iSl  males  and.  9,567  females,  of 
whom  1666  were  returned  as  em^ployed  in- various 
ticades  and  maaufacturesv  poiticularly  in  that  of 
coarse  earthenware.  Ini  the  year  1075  this-  see 
iRcail  removed. to. Chester^  and*  in  1109  to  Coventry^ 
and  not  long  after  it  was  restored  to  Litchfield  and 
united  with  Coventry.  Here  is  a  krge  gaol  for 
debtors  and  felons,  and  a^  good  free-school,  at 
w.hich  Dt«  Johnson,  r-eceived  tbe  rudiments  of 
grammatical  instruction.  The.  markets  are  on 
Tuesday  and  Friday.  Fairs  the  three  first  Thurs- 
days after  Twelfth-day,  A<sh  Wednesday,  May  1, 
and  the  Friday  before  St;  Simon  and  St.  Jude. 

RX;.PR£SJ&N7ATiyn  HISTORY. 

This  city  was  represented  in  Parliamen^ill  the 
33d  of  Edward  the  First,  and  4th,  5th,  6.tb,  7th, 
andk90th  Edward  tbe  Second,  and  anna  1st,  14th, 
and  97th  Edward  the  Third,  intermitted  sending 
till  the  reign  of  Edward  the  Sixth,  who  restored 
and  incorporated  it. 

Pjltitions,  &c.  June  97»  166Q.  Reportedfrom 
the  Committee  of  Privileges  and'  Elections  tbe 
case  upon  the  return  of  this  city  ;  That  upon  exa- 
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minatioD  it  appeared,  that  the  sheriff  had  used  par- 
tiality in  returniDg  Mr.  Watson  (who  was  returned 
with  Michael  Biddulpb,  esq.)  against  Mr.  Thomas 
Minors  the  petitioDer,  by  not  ooly  denying  the 
poll  oQ  the  part  of  Mr.  Minors,  bat  saying  that 
Mr.  Watson  had  made  such  a  party  at  the  Com- 
mittee of  Frivileges,  that,  though  Mr,  Minors  had 
a  thousand  witnesses,  he  should  not  carry  it,  and 
that  the  committee  found  Mr.  Minors  had  a  great 
number  of  voices  more  than  Mr.  Watson ;  and 
were  of  opinion  that  the  said  Mr.  Minors  ia  duly 
elected,  together  with  the  said  Mr.  Biddulpfa, 
whereto  the  House  i^^reed. 

Resolved,  "  That  the  sheriff  of  the  county  of 
thia  city,  in  respect  of  his  undue  carriage  at  the 
election,  be  forthwith  taken  into  the  custody  of  the 
sergeant  at  arms  attending  this  House. 

March  7,  1 677.  A  petition  of  Michael  Bid- 
dulpb, esq.,  complaining  of  the  retnni  of  Sir  Heniy 
Littelton. 

MaySS,  1678.  A  petition  of  Michael  Bid- 
dulph,  esq.,  to  the  same  effect. 

No  determination.  
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Wyrley,  esq.^  against  the  return  of  Captain  Dyot, 
and  complaining  of  threats  and  promises,  and 
other  undue  practices. 

A  petition  of  Sir  Michael  Biddulph,  bart., 
against  the  return  of  William  Walmsley,  esq. 

Report,  **  The  first  point  which  was  contro- 
verted was .  the  right  of  election,  and  this  being 
formerly  a  borough,  and  now  for  some  time  past  a 
city  and  county,  it  was  insisted  for  Mr.  Wyrley, 
that  the  right  was  under  a  threefold  capacity ;  viz^ 
In  such  as  held  by  burgage-tenure,  freeholders  of 
forty  shillings  yearly,  and  freemen  not  receiving 
alms.  The  two  first  were  agreed  to  :  but,  i^s  to 
the  third,  it  was  insisted  for  Mr.  Dyot,  that  it  was 
restrained  to  those  who  paid  scot  and  lot/' 

Resolved,  '^  That  the  BailiflT,  Magistrates,  Free- 
holders of  forty  shillings  yearly,  and  all  that  hold 
by  burgage-tenure, ,  have  a  right  to  vote  in  the 
election  of  citizens  to  serve  in  Parliament  for  this 
city. 

^'  That  such  freemen  only  of  the  said  city  as  are 
enrolled,  and  pay  scot  and  lot,  have  also  a  right  to 
vote  in  the  election  of  citizens  to  serve  in  Parlia* 
ment  for  this  city.'* 

Afterward  a  question  arose  as  to  the  right  of 
voting  in  persons  inrolled  innhe  old  book  of  the 
Taylors'  company  :  which  was  excepted  to ;  and 
it  was  insisted  none  were  entitled,  but  such  as 
were  inrolled  in  the  new  book. 

Resolved,  ^<  That  those  inrolled  in  the  old  book 
of  constitutions  in  the  Taylors' company  in  this 
city  have  not  a  right  to  vote  in  the  election. 

'^  That  those  only  inrolled  in  the  new  book  of 
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constitution  of  the  Taylors'  company  in  this  cit 
have  3  right  to  vote  in  the  elections  of  citizens 
serve  in  Parliament  for  this  city." 

After  which  a  great  numbernf  witnesses  w* 
called,  amongst  whom  Mabe!  Acton  said,  M 
Dyot  and  Mr.  Wakefield  came  to  ask  her  hu 
band's  vote  which  she  told  them  was  disposed  o 
whereupon  Mr.  Dyot  said  it  should  be  the  wor 
for  him  ;  and  the  next  day,  upon  the  same  ansH-e 
Mr.  Dyot  threatened  he  would  fling  her  husbai 
into  gaol ;  that  Lamb  was  asked  for  his  vote,  wl 
gave  the  same  answer  ;  to  which  it  was  replied, 
he  n-oiild  not  go  with  the  corporation,  he  wou! 
be  turned  out  of  his  house  ;  and  Wakefield  askf 
her  for  her  husband,  and  said  there  was  a  chan 
against  him  for  breaking  Ruthin  goal;  and  saii 
this  he  has  got  by  voting  :  and  on  the  election  di 
(Acton)  her  husband  coming  lo  vote,  Mr.  Dy^ 
did  commit  him  to  Litchfield  goal,  for  suspicic 
of  breaking  the  goal  at  Ruthin  after  conviction  fc 
horse  stealing  ;  though  her  husband  had  lived  i 
this  town  twenty-one  yeare,  and  voted  for  Sir  M 


said,  if  be  would  not  vote  for  Mr.  DyoC  they 
would  fine  him  on  inforiofttioti,  for  calliDg  Sir  Mi- 
chael Biddulpfa  nacBea ;  and  Sir  Michael  btougiit 
an  action  for  five  hundred  pounds  damages;  and 
hit  aaan  said,  his  master  would  ruin  him. 

Mabel  Acton  said  Lord  Stanhope  promised 
Cowper,  if  he  would  he  for  Sic  Michael  BidduJph, 
and  Mr.  Dyot,  he  would  maintain  him  as  long  as 
he  lired. 

Tbie  counsel  for  Mr.  Dyot  called  Bennet,  who 
said^  Mr.  Walnlesla)r  desinid  his  vote  for  Mr. 
Wyiley ;  and  Mr.  Walmesley,  about  twelve 
months  since,  sent  a  letter  to  Mr.  Harding,  parson 
of  Newcastle,  which  the  carrier  told  him,  was,  that 
the  carrier  should  turn  him  out  of  his  employ- 
ment, if  he  did  not  vote  for  Mr.  Walmesley ;  and 
Mr.  Wyrley  and  Mr.  Walmesley  declared  if  they 
would  vote  for  them,  their  markets  should  be  f[te 
from  tolls  and  arreats ;  and  jsaid^  be  had  given 
two  hundred  pounds  in  two  years  for  poor  trades- 
men ;  but  he  supposed  it  was  out  of  the  commuta- 
tion money,  for  his  own  atate  would  not  afibrd  it. 

Upon  the  whole  the  committee 

Resolvedi  ^^  That  Richard  Dyot,  esq.,  is  duly 
elected.'' 

Resolved,  ''  Tkat  WiHiam  Walms^ley,  esq.,  i^ 
not  duly  elecCed.'^ 

Resolved,  ''  That  Sir  Michael  Biddulph  is  duly 
elepted.'' 

May  iMh.  The  House  considered  it,  and  re- 
solved to  disagiM  with  the  committee  in  the  resd- 
lution  itt  rsgaMi  to  Mr.  Walmestey's  not  being 
elected.'    ^/: 

K  K  S 
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Nov.  13,  1718-  A  petition  of  Walter  C 
-wynd  against  the  return  of  William  Sneyd,  * 
complaining  that  John  Mallet,  sheriff  of  the 
county,  in  taking  the  poll  at  the  said  election, 
no  regard  to  the  last  determination  of  the  Hi 
of  Commons  of  the  right  of  election  of  the 
city  and  county,  notwithstanding  notice  g 
thereof. 

Resolved,  *'  That  the  right  of  election  of  < 
zens  to  serve  in  Parliament  for  the  said  cily  i 
the  Bailiffs,  Magistrates,  Freeholders  of  f 
shillings  per  annum,  and  all  that  hold  by  bur^t 
tenure,  and  in  such  Freemen  only  of  the  said  < 
38  are  enrolled  paying  scot  and  lot  there." 

Resolved,  "  That  William  Sneyd,  esq,,  is 
duly  elected." 

Resolved,  "  That  Walter  Chetwynd,  esq 
duly  elected.* 

Oct  19,  1722.  A  petition  of  Thomas  CIi 
esq.,  against  the  return  of  Walter  Chetwynd  : 
Richard  Plumer,  esq. 

A  petition  of  several  of  the  citizens,  burges 
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.  CORFOaATIOH 

Consists  of  two  bailiffs,  a  recorder,  sheriff^,  and 
t#enty*four  burgesses.  .    . 

RIGHT  OF  RLECTIQN. 

March  10, 1701.  The  Bailiff;  Magistrates^  Free- 
holders of  forty  shillings  a  year,  and  all  that  hold 
bjr  burgage  tenure,  have  a  right  to  vote. 

Such  Freemen  only  of  the  said  city  as  are  in* 
rolled,  and  pay  scot  and  lot,  have  a  right  to  vote. 

Such  Freemen  of  the  Taylors'  Company  as  are 
enrolled  in  the  old  book  of  the  constitutions  of 
the  Taylors'  Company,  in  the  said  ci^,  have  not  a 
right  to  vote. 

Such  Freemen  only  of  the  Taylors'  Company  as 
are  enrolled  in  the  new  book  of  the  constitutions 
of  the  Taylors'  Company,  in  the  city  of  Litchfield, 
have  a  right  to  vote.   . 

To  these  resolutions  the  House  agreed. 

Dec.  10,  1718.  Is  in  the  Bailiff*,  Magistrates, 
Freeholders  of  forty  shillings  per  annum,  and  all 
that  hold  by  burgage  tenure,  and  in  such  Freemen 
only  of  the  said  city  as  are  enrolled,  paying  scot 
and  lot  there. 

Number  of  voter8-«-600. 

Rbturning  ovficers — the  Sheriff"  and  Bai- 
liffs. 

Patrons*— Marquis  of  Stafford  and  Lord  Vis- 
count Anson. 

POLITICAL  CHARACTSR. 

The  burgage  tenures  and  freeholds  which  confer 
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the  right  of  voting  in  this  city  are  the  property  of 
the  Marquis  of  Staflitttf  and  Lonl  Viscount  Anson. 
Baoh  of  tbMB  noblaaiea  iKfaHiiate  a  meaibei,  and 
their  families  have  done  the  sane  ever  tinea  tb* 
year  1747. 

If  the  right  of  election  #afe  lA  (he  inhabitant 
bomtiboMers^  the  nttdlbtf  of  toters  woutd  be  near 
rtihs  buildnEid,  at  present  tbe  tifitfkbw  is  about  ^ix 
hundred,  and  the  nonHnatioB  of  the  twokrdt-M 
iapbettly  otieyed. 

Litehfidd  stands  in  a  vlaJIey,  tiiree  miles  4outb: 
oflheTrent^  arid  ia  divMed  by  s  atreooi  which 
Hsnawtothat  river.  That  part  df  the  town  which- 
is  tin  the  sootft  4ide  of  'this  stream*  is  terued  tbe. 
City,  and  that  on  the  north  side  is  called  tbe 
Close*  from  fta  being  eatrampsased  with  a  wall 
and  dry  ditch  on  every  side,  «zeept  that  next  the 
Ci^,  wbicb  is  Mich  the  kigcatpart,  «nd  is  joined 
to  the  Close  by  two  bridges, 
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countits.  Ito  chief  manufactures  are  eloth  and 
shoes.  The  market  is  on  Saturday ;  and  its  feirs 
are  February  10«  May  14,  June  S7,  September  16, 
October  S^,  and  Dec^ttiber  4« 

BSPEKSENTAXIYE    HISTORY. 

This  was  a  borough  at  the  time  of  the  general 
miivey,  and  aent  membera  to  Parliaittent  93  Edw.  I. 

Pjstitions,  &c.  March  89, 1693.  A  petitida 
of  Sir  William  Waited  agaiaat  tbi  return  of  Mr. 
DyaUy  itfKHi  which  it  aj^peared  that  no  due  public 
warning  of  the  election  bad  been  given ;  the  emu* 
mittee  were  of  opinion  that  it  was  a  void  election, 
and  a  new  writ  was  ordered  accordingly. 

March  84,  1689.  A  petition  of  Philip  Foley, 
esq.,  against  the  return  of  Jonathan  Cope,  esq. 

Oct.  §4  1690.  A  petitioh  of  tfa^  said  Philip 
Foley,  the  Mme  as  before. 

Dec.  8,  17 10.  A  petition  of  Henry  Vern^n^ 
jun.,  against  the  return  of  Walter  Chetwyad,  esq.^ 
complaining  of  bis  bribery,  treats,  and  threats,  &c. 

Also  a  petition  of  several  freeoien,  and  sons  of 
burgesses  of  this  borough. 

Jan.  8^,  171  !•  Upon  the  bearing  the  above 
petitions  it  was  resolved,  *^  That  tfae  sons  of  bur- 
gesses, and  those  that  have  served  as  apprentice 
seven  years  in  this  borough  have  a  right  upon 
demand  thereof  to  be  Biade  bui^gesses  of  this 
borough. 

Whereupon  the  counsel  for  the  sitting  member 
withdrew  his  petitioBi 

Resolved,  ''  Tbat  Walter  Cfaetwynd,  esq.,  is 
not  duly  elected.** 
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"That  Henry  VernoD,  jun.,  esq.,  is  duty 
elected. 

Oct.  18,  17M.  A  petition  of  Walter  Lord 
Viscount  Cbetwynd,  and  William  Chetwynd,  eaq., 
against  the  return  of  Thomas  Foley  and  John 
Dolphin,  complainiog  of  bribery,  and  other  indirect 
practices.     ■ 

Upon  which  a  question  arose  as  to  the  right  of 
election  ;  when,  after  a  great  number  of  witnesses 
had  been  heard  it  was  resolved : 

**  Tbat  the  right  of  election  of  burgesses  to 
serve  in  Parliament  for  this  borough  is.  in  the 
Mayor,  Aldermen,  and  Bui^esses,  resident  within 
the  said  borough." 

Resolved  :  "  That  Thomas  Foley,  esq.,  is  duly 
elected." 

"  That  John  Dolphin,  esq.,  is  duly  elected." 

Nov.  97,  1794.  A  petition  of  Walter  Lord 
Chetwynd  against  the  return  of  Francis  Elde,  esq., 
complaining  of  great  partiality  of  tbo  late  mayor, 
the  present  mayor,  and  others  in  favour  of  the 
said  Francis  Elde. 


STAFFORD.  506 

'   Ordered :  <<  That  Thomas  NichoHsi  the  mayor, 
and  eleven  others  named,  do  attend  the  House* 

Feb.  4.  The  House  proceeded  to  take  into 
consideration  the  matter  of  complaint  made  99rd 
Jan.,  on  which  several  witnesses  were  called. 

Resolved  :  **  That  it  appears  to  this  House 
that  divers  indirect  and  corrupt  practices  have 
been  used  in  order  to  compromise  the  election  finr 
this  borough  before  the  same  was  heard  before  the 
Committee  of  Privileges.     < 

Resolved,  newdn^  e&nimdicenUi  **  That,  it  ap- 
peared to  this  House,  that  Francis  Elde,  esq.,  a 
member  of  this  House,  has  been  guilty  of  the  said 
indirect  and  corrupt  practices,  highly  reflecting 
upon  the  honour  and  justice  of  Parliament. 

Kesolvedjnemine  caniradicenie^  ^^That  the  said 
Francis  Elde,  esq.,  be  for  this  said  offence  expelled 
this  House.'* 

Upon  the  question  as  to  the  right  of  election  it 
was  resolved : 

''  That  it  is  the  opinion  of  the  committee  that 
persons,  made  burgesses  of  this  borough  since  the 
death  of  John  Dolphin,  esq.,  late  member  of  Par- 
liament for  this  borough,  not  being  sons  of  bur- 
gesses, or  not  having  served  seven  years'  appren- 
ticeship within  the  said  borough,  had  not  a  right 
to  vote  in  the  late  election  of  a  burgess  to  serve  in 
this  present  Parliament  for  this  borough.** 

The  counsel  for  the  sitting  member  hereupon 
admitted  the  petitioner's  majority. 

Resiolved  :  ««  That  Francis  Elde,  esq.,  was  not 
duly  elected.** 
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ReMlTid :  **  TbM  Uw  Right  Hod.  Walter  Lord 
ViMouBt  Cfa«tW7Dd  is  duly  elected." 

Jan,  99,  \7S5.  TbooMi  Parker,  esq.,  peti- 
iiooed ;  the  oMtnittee  diacbaiged  fiY>m  proceed- 
ings M  bifl  petitKMi ;  renewed  second  sessions* 
and  tfatn  dischMged  from  proceedings  tbereoo ; 
renewed  the  third  sestioW. 

No  detssmiiiBtion. 

Nor.  96,  176s.  Some  of  the  burgesses  peti- 
tioned against  Mr.  Crewe's  election. 

Dec.  iO»  1806.  A  petition  from  tbe  elaetms 
against  the  retem  of  the  Hon.  Edward  Moncktoo, 
and  E.  M.  PfaiUips,  cSq. 

CORPOBATION 

Cottsists  of  ft  major,  recorder,  ten  slderiaeB,  end 
twBO^  connnon-couDctl  men. 

RIGHT  or  KLECTlOy. 

Not.    I73S.     In  the  Mayor,   Aldermen,   and 
Boi^ettes,  rendent  witbin  the  boMugb. 
Number  of  totebs — 600. 
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national  justice.  The  electors  have  had  the 
honour  of  giving  a  seat  in  six  Parliaments  to  one 
of  the  most  shining  ornaments  of  the  British 
senate,  who  p#sMt$es  fhosa  gefTmine  primfiples  of 
liberty  which  have  ever  distinguished  his  great 
political  leadefi  Mr^  Fot^  and  which  wer^  n«^er 
dis^kyed  to  gr^aMr  i^vAnl^;e,  than  when  bit  nU>* 
quenetf  dispelled  the  oWNkI  of  pfejiidicef  Which 
va9  prifully  andwaUgmmtly  idtended  to  eivdofte 
tbetaatre  of  the  French  HevcrfutioB.  The  family 
of  Lord  ViBoottnt  Chetw]^!  oflngeatrt,  i>^thii 
C(>ubfey,  had  formerly  a  eoqsiderahte  inft^reat  in 
this  town ;  but  that  has  ceased  since  the  estites 
became  the  property  of  Earl  Tadbot,  the  present 
possiessor. 

The  Right  Hod.  Richard  Brinsley  Sheridari 
having  declined  the  lepresentalioD  of  this  town  m 
1806^  was  rieetdd  during  the  abort  Parliament  for 
the  city  of  Westminster^  and  in  1807  was  returned 
for  the  borough  of  llehester.  At  the  last  geiMial 
elettion^  in  18  Iflf  Mr.  Sheridan  becaibe  A  candid 
date  fbr  the  seventh  titne  to  represent  this  place, 
but  was  uAsUocessfuli  the  numbers  on  the  poll 
being) 

Sot  Ri^pb  BefiMn^  esq« ^ 489 

Thtimas  WilsM,  esc). .^.^.^... .947 

Right  Hon.  R.  B.  Sheridaa^  «^ . 255 
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NEWCASTLE  UNDER  LYNE. 

Nbvcastlb  umdbr  Ltkb  it  a  borough  and 
■urket'town  in  the  pariih  of  Stoke  upon  Trent, 
hundred  of  PirehiU,  Stafibrd,  situated  on  a  branch 
of  the  Trent,  9  miles  from  Stone,  and  1*9  from 
London  ;  containing  977  houses,  and  4,604  inbt' 
bitants,  viz.  9,936  mates,  and  3,369  females,  of 
whom  6^3  were  returned  as  being  employed  in 
tnde  and  manufacture.  Ita  name  is  supposed  to 
have  been  derived  from  a  castle  which  stood  mar 
It  at  Chesterton  under  Lyne.  In  the  neigfa- 
bouiliood  are  many  coal  piu,  the  coal  of  which  is 
much  softer  than  the  Canal  coal,  and  is  cut  out 
in  slices,  but  consumes  so  fiut  that  it  is  only  fit 
for  forges.  There  is  a  greater  quantity  of  stone 
ware  made  near  this  place,  than  in  any  other  part 
of  England.  The  clothing  trade  also  Sourishea 
here,  but  the  chief  manufactory  is  that  of  hats. 
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'^  That  Thomas  Fitzberbert,  of  Staffordshire!  being 
outlawed  upon  a  capias  ut  lagatum^  after  judg- 
ment, was  elected  burgess  for  this  borough :  and 
two  hours  after  his  election,  before  the  indenture 
returned)  the  sheriff  arrested  him  upon  the  capias 
ut  lagatum^  and  he  was  detained  in  execution. 
Sent  to  this  House  to  have  a  writ  from  the  same 
to  be  enlarged,  to  have  the  privilege  in  this  case 
to  be  grantable.  Upon  this,  debates  arose  ;  and 
it  was  at  length  resolved  : 

'*  That  Mr.  Fitzherbert  was  not  entitled  to  the 
privilege  of  this  House. 

April  9)  1694.  Reported  from  the  Committee 
of  Privileges :  ^^  That  the  mayor,  aldermen,  and  two 
bailiffs,  used  to  return.  Incorporated  by  a  new 
name:  that  the  mayor,  two  bailiffs,  and  chief 
burgesses  should  elect :  Lucy  96,  Sir  Edward 
Vere  16,  Keeling  9« 

Resolved :  **  That  this  late  constitution  alters 
not  the  former  custom ;  and  that  Mr.  Richard 
Lucy  was  well  chosen ;  and  that  the  election  was 
void  for  Sir  Edward  Vere  and  Mr.  Keeling ;  and 
that  a  new  writ  should  go  out  for  the  election  of  a 
new  burgess. 

May  4,  1675.  A  petition  of  Sir  John  Bowyer, 
bart.,  against  the  return  of  Leveson  Gower,  esq. 

No  report. 

May  9%  1685.  A  petition  of  Sir  Thomas  Bel- 
lot,  bart.,  and  William  Leveson  Gower,  esq., 
against  the  return  of  Edward  Main  waring  and  Wil- 
liam Sneyd,  jun.  esq. 

No  report. 

Dec.  21, 1699.    A  petition  of  John  Lawton, 
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esq.,  against  the  retnra  of  Mr.  Cottoot  conplain- 
iag  of  bribery  and  other  ille^l  proceedings. 

Feb.  98.  Ordered :  "  Mr.  Lawton  have  iean  to 
withdraw  his  petition." 

Dec.  15,  1703.  A  petition  of  Sir  Thomas  BeN 
lot,  hart.,  against  the  return  of  John  Cmr  Ofley, 
esq.,  eomplaining  of  bribery,  treating,  and  ocber 
undue  proceedings. 

Feb.  1,  1704.  Mr.  Bromley  reported  the  mat- 
ter of  the  said  election :  **  That  it  was  agreed,  the 
right  of  eteetion  was  in  the  mayor,  bailifis,  and 
burgesses.  That  the  sons  of  ireemen  bom  wilik 
their  fathers  were  resident  within  the  boniigh,  and 
those  who  have  served  their  apprenticeshipa,  de- 
manding to  be  made  free  within  a  year  after  their 
apprenticeships  expired,  bore  a  right  to  theit 
freedom.  That  it  was  also  ^rcad  tliat  the  bar- 
gesses  living  out  of  the  borough  aneyaflr  and  eat 
day  have  no  right  to  their  freadoms. 

Here  followed  a  debate  as  «o  brSiery,  tDaating, 
&c. ;  when,  upon  the  whole,  the  committee  re- 
solved : 
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Feb.  97 J  1706.  Mr.  Gompton  repd'taiJK  That 
the  right  of  election  was  agreed  to  be  in  the 
mayor,  bailiffs,  burgesses,  and  freemen  resident; 
John  Clowes,  called,  who  said,  that  one  Richard 
Rhodes  offered  him  nine  guineas  and  a  half  to  vote 
for  the  sitting  members,  and  Richard  Welsh  gave 
him  five  shillings  to  drink  their  healths;  that 
Bourne  offered  him  five  pounds  for  9lb.  of  fish ; 
and  Mr.  Burslem,  the  receiver-general,  offered 
him  ten  pounds  for  the  same  purpose,  but  he  said 
he  would  not  trust,  and  that  next  day  Mr.  Welch 
brought  him  three  pounds  in  part  of  the  ten, 
which  he  received;  but  not  being  satisfied,  Welsh 
told  him  Mr.  Burslem  was  sufficient  to  answer 
the  remainder. 

That  several  of  the  sitting  members'  voters  were 
treated  at  Bourne's,  Welsh's,  and  other  places,  at 
several  times,  and  the  said  treating  was  carried  on 
till  within  three  days  of  the  election. 

Eccles  said,  his  brother  Williams  gave  him  five 
pounds  to  vote  for  Mr.  Cotton  ;  and  Maehell 
promised  him  forty  shillings  to  be  for  Sir  Thomas 
Bellot. 

Thomas  Clowes  said,  one  Lilly  gave  Bi^not 
and  Biddle  three  pounds  each  to  vote  for  sitting 
members,  and  Lilly  owned  he  had  six  guineas  of 
them.  Lilly  likewise  threatened  several,  who 
owed  him  money,  to  send  them  to  gaol  if  they  did 
not  vote  for  Sir  Thomas  Bellot  and  Mr.  Cotton. 

Brougham  said,  Welsh  gave  him  fifty  shillings 
to  vote  for  sitting  members. 

Batker  said,  h^  received  twenty-two  shillings 
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and  sixpeDce  of  one  Holland,  by  Barslem's  diicc- 
tions;  but  he  voted  for  the  petitioners. — He  gave 
evidence  also  of  about  thirty  and  their  wives,  who 
were  treated,  at  several  places,  within  a  week  of 
the  election,  and  some  but  three  days  before  the 
election. 

Dudley  said,  Sir  Thomas  Bellot  sent  him  tea 
pounds  by  John  Richards  and  Rhodes,  to  lend  to 
one  Hall  for  his  vote  for  Sir  Thomas  Bellot  and 
Mr.  Cotton,:  but  Hall  refusing  it  on  the  terms 
offered,  Sir  Thomas  Bellot  told  him  to  keep  it 
himself.  He  voted  for  Sir  Thomas  Bellot  and 
Mr.  Offley ;  and  said,  since  Michaelmas  he  had 
been  sued  for  the  money. 

The  counsel  for  sitting  members,  to  invalidate 
the  petiticmers'  evidence,  called  Owlton,  who  said 
Dudley  offered  him  an  hundred  pounds,  or  &!ty 
pounds,  for  seven  years  without  interest,  if  be 
would  give  evidence  for  the  petitionera,  and 
shewed  him  a  letter  fiom  Mr.  Offley,  and  some 
^things,  and  said  he  was  to  have  as  many  guineas 
to  go  up  to  be  a  witpess. 
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twelve  persons  whom  he  had  treated ;   and  that 
Mr.  John  Offley's  steward  paid  him  five  pounds. 

Unwin  said,  Mr.  John  Lawton  gave  him  five 
shillings,  and  also  had  three  pounds  five  shillings 
of  Mr.  Hatrell,  to  vote  for  the  petitioners. 

Upon  the  whole  the  committee 

Resolved :  ''  That  Sir  Thomas  Bellot,  hart.,  is 
not  duly  elected.** 

'^  That  Rowland  Cotton,  esq.,  is  not  duly 
elected.** 

"  That  Crew  Offley,  esq.,  is  duly  elected.** 

^'  That  John  Lawton,  esq.,  is  duly  elected/* 

Resolved:  "That  Mr.WilliamBurslem, receiver- 
general  of  the  county  of  Stafford,  is  guilty  of 
bribery,  in  endeavouring  to  procure  the  said.  Sir 
Thomas  Bellot  and  Rowland  Cotton  to  be  elected.'* 

Resolved  :  "  That  an  humble  address  be  pre- 
sented to  her  Majesty,  that  she  will  be  pleased  to 
discharge  the  said  Mr.  William  Burslem  from  the 
said  employment  of  receiver-general. 

No^.  24,  1708.  A  petition  of  Crew  Offley 
and  John  Lawton,  edqrs.,  against  the  return  of 
Sir  Thomas  Bellot,  bart.,  and  Rowland  Cotton, 
esq.,  complaining  of  bribery,  treating,  and  other 
illegal  practices  by  themselves,  Mr.  William  Bur- 
slem, and  others,  their  agents. 

Feb.  1.  After  the  case  was  heard,  it  was  re- 
solved : 

**  That  Sir  Thomas  Bellot,  deceased,  was  not 
duly  elected.'* 

"  That  Rowland  Cotton  is  not  duly  elected.*' 

"  That  Crew  Offley  is  duly  elected.** 

"  That  John  Lawton,  esq.,  is  duly  elected/* 

PART  II.    VOL.  II.  L    L 
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ResolTed:  **That  it  appears  to  this  House, 
that  Mr.  WJIIiam  Burelem  is  guilty  of  bribery  and 
iodirect  practices,  io  order  to  procure  votes  for 
Sir  Thomas  Bellot  and  Rowland  Cotton,  at  the 
election  of  burgesfles  to  serve  in  Parliament  for 
this  borough." 

Ordered :  '*  That  the  said  Mr.  William  Bur- 
slem  be,  for  his  said  offence,  taken  into  the  cus* 
tody  of  the  sergeant  at  arms  attending  this  House." 

March  5,  1713.  A  petition  of  Crew  Offl^, 
esq.,  against  the  return  of  William  Burslem,  esq. 

No  report. 

March  9S,  1715.  A  petition  of  Sir  Biyan 
BroughtOD,  bart.,  and  Crew  Offley,  esq.,  against 
the  return  of  Henry  Vernon,  and  Rowland  Cot- 
tOQ.  esqrs.,  complaining  of  bribery,  and  other 
illegal  practices  and  partiality  of  John  Fenton, 
mayor. 

Upon  the  case  being  beard,  it  was  resolved : 

*'  That  Rowland  Cotton,  esq.,  is  not  duly 
elected." 

"  That  Henry  Vernon,  esq.,  is  not  duly  elected." 
'  That    Sir    Bryan    Broughton,   bart,,    is    dulv 
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The  committee  who  tried  this  election  found 
the  sitting  members  duly  elected. 

Oliver  Beckett,  esq.,  and  some  electors  in  his  P^kweU, 
interest,  petitioned  against  the  return  of  Edward  499.494. 
Wilbraham  Bootle,  esq.,  and  Sir  Robert  Lawley, 
bart.,  December  9d  and  7th,  1S02.  A  committed 
to  try  this  case  was  appointed  May  37,  1803. 
Both  the  petitions  contained,  among  other  things, 
a  claim  in  favour  of  Mr.  Beckett  to  the  majority  of 
legal  votes ;  and  an  allegation  of  bribery  and  treat- 
ing against  the  sitting  members,  and  against  several 
electors  in  their  interest.  The  Committee  having 
determined  that  the  production  of  the  poll  was 
necessary,  the  counsel  for  the  petitioning  electors 
applied  for  an  adjournment  of  two  days.  It  was 
resolved  not  to  adjourn  ;  and  on  the  30th  of  May 
the  sitting  members  were  declared  duly  elected, 
and  the  petitions  not  frivolous  nor  vexatious.  The 
chairman  having  pronounced  the  resolutions  of 
the  committee,  was  asked  by  the  counsel  for  the 
sitting  members,  whether  it  was  not  usual,  in  point 
of  form,  for  the  committee  to  determine  that  the 
defence  was  not  frivolous  nor  vexatious?  The  chair- 
man replied,  that  such  had  been  the  usual  prac- 
tice, but  that  of  late  it  had  been  discontinued ; 
and  that  the  opinion  of  the  Speaker,  and  of  the 
members  of  the  House  was,  that  it  was  quite  un- 
necessary and  superfluous. 

CORPORATION. 

It  is  governed  by  a  mayor,  two  bailiffs,  and  94 
common-councilmen. 

t  l8 


CODNTIBS,  CITIES,  AND  BOROVGHB. 

The  corporation  has  a  court  for  holding  pleas 
for  any  sum  under  twenty  pounds. 

RIGHT  OF  ELECTION. 

March  31, 1793.  In  the  Freemen  residing  in  the 
borough  of  Newcastle  under  Line. 
Number  op  ▼oters — 66i. 
Returning  officer — the  Mayor. 
PATBpN-.-Marqui8  of  Stafford. 

POLITICAL    CHARACTER. 

The  right  of  election  in  this  borough  has  been 
attended  with  that  aingularity  which  distinguishes 
the  absurdity  and  folly  of  the  present  deranged 
system  of  partial  representation. 

This  right  has  three  times  been  the  subject  of 
parliamentary  investigation;  viz.  in  1694,  ]705i 
and,  lastly,  in  1799;  the  first  determination  Was 
in  favour  of  ancient  custom,  which  was  that  of 
the  freemen  residents,  who  did  not  forfeit  their 
claim  till  a  year  and  a  day  after  they  had  left  the 
town ;  the  second  end  last  have  been  confined  to 
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electors,  to  live  ten^  fifteen,  and  twenty  years,  in 
their  respective  houses,  without  paying  any  rent^ 
and  that  the  then  members  were  the  brother  and 
son-in-law  of  that  nobleman ! ! 

Upon  the  trial  of  the  above  petition,  the  counsel 
for  the  petitioners  stated  the  right  of  election  to  be 
in  the  mayor,  bailifis,  and  burgesses  or  freemen, 
whose  place  of  residence,  at  the  time  of  their 
giving  their  votes,  was  in  the  said  borough ;  or 
who,  at  such  time,  have  no  place  of  residence  else- 
where, and  who  have  never  been  absent  from  the 
borough  for  the  space  of  a  year  and  a  day  without 
interruption  since  they  were  admitted  to  the  free- 
dom thereof, or  whose  families  (if  they  were  masters 
of  families,)  have  not  been  absent  for  the  space  of 
time  aforesaid  without  interruption,  after  the  time 
of  the  admission  of  such  burgesses  or  freemen, 
having  families,  to  the  freedom  of  the  said  bo- 
rough. 

The  counsel  for  the  sitting  members  stated  the 
right  of  election  to  be  in  the  freemen  residing  in 
the  borough  of  Newcastle,  and  not  receiving  alms 
or  church-bread ;  and  that  persons  living  a  year 
and  a  day  out  of  the  borough  lost  their  freedom. 

The  committee  determined,  that  neither  of  the 
statements  delivered  in  by  the  petitioners,  or  sit- 
ting members,  were  the  specific  right  of  voting  for 
this  borough,  but  that  the  right  was,  "  In  the 
*'  freemen  residing  in  the  borough  of  Newcastle 

under  Line." 

At  the  general  election  in  1 8 12,  Sir  John  Fletcher 
Fenton  Boughey,  bart.,  was  elected  for  this  bo- 
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rough  in  opposition  to  their  patron,  the  Marqui 
of  Stafford;  and  in  1815,  Sir  John  Chatwode,  bart 
of  Oakley,  in  this  county,  was  chosen  in  oppc 
Bition  to  Mr.  Wilmot,  son  of  Sir  Robert  VViltnc 
of  Derbyshire,  who  was  nominated  and  supporte 
by  the  patron.  It  is  now  doubtful  whether  tfc 
Marquis  of  Stafford  will  be  able  to  regain  his  ii 
fluence  in  this  place. 


TAM  WORTH. 


Tamworth,  a  borough,  market-town,  and  p; 
rish,  situated  partly  in  Staffordshire  and  partly  i 
Warwickshire,  at  tlie  conflux  of  the  rivers  Tan 
and  Auker,  1 17  miles  from  London  ;  the  westei 
part,  in  Warwickshire,  contains  396  houses  ai 
1,G63  inhabitants  ;  and  the  eastern  part,  with  tl 
church,  in  Staffordshire,  contains  222  bouses  ai 
1,123  inhabitants.  This  town  has  a  considerab 
manufacture  of  cottons,  and  is  noted  for  good  al 
The  market  is  on  Tuesday,  and  its  fairs  are,  4 
May,  26th  July,  and  S4th  October. 
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in  Staffordshire,  &c. :  Mr.  Speaker  declared  to  the 
House,  that  the  lord  steward  agreed  they  should 
resort  unto  the  House,  and  with  convenient  speed, 
to  shew  their  letters  patent  why  they  be  returned 
into  the  Parliament. — Butnothing.further  appears. 

Petitions,  &c.  March  96,  I670.  Sergeant 
Charleton  reports,  touching  the  election  for  this 
borough  between  Lord  Clifford  and  Mr.  Ferrers, 
that  the  question  was,  Whether  the  right  of  elec* 
tion  be  in  the  bailifis  and  94  capital  burgesses,  or 
in  the  populacy  and  burgesses  at  large  ?  and  that 
the  opinion  of  the  committee  was.  That  the  right 
of  election  was  in  the  bailiffs  and  94  capital  bur* 
gesses,  and  not  in  the  populacy ;  and  that  Lord 
Clifford  had  the  majority  of  voices  of  the  bailiffs 
and  capital  burgesses ;  and  that  therefore  the  com- 
mittee resolved : 

«*  That  Mr.  Ferrers  is  not  duly  elected." 

'*  That  Lord  Clifford  is  duly  elected." 

March  24,  1680.  A  petition  of  John  Turton^ 
esq. 

No  report. 

March  24,  1689.  A  petition  of  Thomas  Guy 
against  the  return  of  Sir  Henry  Gough. 

No  report. 

Dec.  12,  1698.  A  petition  of  Sir  Henry  Gough, 
knt.,  against  the  return  of  John  Chetwynd  and 
Thomas  Guy,  esqrs. 

March  17,  1699.  Sir  Rowland  Gwyn  reported. 
The  first  matter  in  contest  was  the  right  of  elec- 
tion.«*-The  petitioner's  counsel  insisted,  it  was  in 
all  such  as  have  freeholds,  or  pay  scot  and  lot 
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Nov.  3,  1705.  A  petition  of  Richard  Swynfen, 
esq.,  ag&iDst  the  return  of  Joseph  Girdler,  esq., 
sergeant  at  law. 

No  report. 

Jan.  S9,  1733.    Richard  Swynfen  and  John  Jar- 
vis,  esqrs.,  having  petitioned,  the  former  was  found 
duly  elected,  and  the  sitting  member,    Samuel 
Bracebridge,  esq.,  not  duly  elected ;  one  of  the 
parties  contended,  that  the  right  of  election  was 
in  the  inhabitants  paying  scot  and  lot,  and  not  re- 
ceiving alms  ;  the  other  insisted  that  it  was  in  the  Gienbervir, 
inhabitants  paying  scot  and  lot,  and  in  such  free^  79.' '"''  ^' 
holders  who  have  freeholds  in  the  borough,  whe- 
ther resident  in  the  borough  or  not,  agreeable  to 
the  resolution  of  the  House,  March  17,   1698-9. 
It  appears,  by  the  state  of  the  question  between  the 
parties,  and  by  the  evidence  as  set  forth  in  the  re* 
port  entered  in  the  Journals,  that  the  right  of  thesoioum. 
inhabitants  paying  scot  and  lot  was  not  contested,  ^'  ^^^' 
and  that  the  only  matter  in  issue  was  the  right  of 
the  freeholders. 

In  1741,  John  Floyer,  esq.,  was  found  not  duly 
elected,  and  his  seat  was  taken  by  Charles  Cotes, 
esq. 

In  1761,  Simon  Luttrell  and  William  Abney, 
esqrs.,  petitioned;  and  after  the  House  had  mad^ 
some  progress  in  the  matter,  on  the  4th  of  Fe- 
bruary, 1769,.  they  requested  leave  to  withdraw 
their  petition,  which  the  House  complied  with.   . 

CORPORATION 

Consists  of  two  bailies,  a  recorder,  a  high 
steward,  and  34  principal  burgesses. 


COUNTIES,  CITIES,  AND  BOROUGHS. 

The  corporation  have  power  to  keep  a  I 
week's  court  of  record,  and  a  court-leet  twi 
year  ;  they  have  also  a  jail  and  a  common  sea 

RIGHT  OF  ELECTION. 

March  17,  169^.  Is  in  the  inhabitants  pa 
scot  and  lot,  and  in  such  persons  as  have  freet 
within  the  said  borough,  whether  resident  in 
said  borough  or  not. 

Jan.  93,  I7S3.  Is  in  the  inhabitants  b 
householders,  paying  scot  and  lot,  and  not  rec 
ingalms. 

Number  op  voters — about  500. 

Returning  officers — the  two  Bailiffs. 

Proprietors — Marquis  Townshend  and 
Robert  Peel,  bart. 

POLITICAL    CHARACTER. 

This  borough  is  in  the  singular  situatioi 
standing  in  two  counties,  and  is  divided  by 
river  Thame.  That  half  of  the  town  which  stE 
on  the  west  side  of  that  river  is  in  Staffordsl 
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shire  and  Warwickshire,  each  of  whom  directs  his 
precept  to  the  bailiff  of  that  part  of  the  town 
standing  within  his  bailiwick. 

The  corporation,  consisting  of  two  bailiffs  and 
94  principal  burgesses,  has  one  bailiff  and  13  bur- 
gesses for  each  half  of  the  borough. 

This  place  appears  to  have  been  so  completely 
divided  in  its  political  rights,  on  purpose  to  suit 
two  patrons,  as  that  the  trick  and  intrigue  so  com- 
monly practised  in  boroughs  divided  between  two 
parties  are  here  prevented.  ' 

The  Marquis  Townshend  has  lately  sold  his 
moiety  of  this  borough,  together  with  the  estate 
annexed  to  it,  to  Mr.  Robins  the  auctioneer,  of 
Covent  Garden,  for  one  hundred  and  thirty-two 
thousand  pounds ;  but  whether  Mr.  Robins  in- 
tends to  retain  it,  and  represent  his  new  purchase 
in  Parliament,  or  to  re-sell  it,  we  cannot  ascertain^ 
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SUFFOLK. 


Suffolk,  a  maritime  county  of  England, 
boifflded  on  the  north  by  Norfolk,  on  the  east  h 
the  German  Ocean,  on  the  south  by  Essex,  frot 
which  it  is  divided  by  the  river  Stour,  and  on  th 
west  by  Cambridge.  Its  diameter  from  north  I 
south  is  about  30  miles,  and  from  east  to  west  ^8 
the  whole  area  containing  ]j6G6  square  statut 
miles,  equal  to  1,002.2+0  acres,  having  6W,000  ii 
pasturage,  and  2^,000  arable.  It  is  divided  int( 
SI  hundreds,  viz.  Babergh,  Blackburn,  Blything 
BosDcre  and  Claydon,  Carlford,  Colnies,  Cosford 
HartismfTR,  Hoxne,  Lackford,  Loes,  Mutford  ant 
Lothingland,  Plomsgate,  Refibridge,Samford,Stow 
Thingoe,  Thedwestry,  Thredling,  Wangford,  anc 
Wilford.  It  has  seven  boroughs;  Aldborough, 
Dunwich,  Eye,  Ipswich,  Orford,  Sudbury,  and 
St.  Edmund's  Bury;  and  21  market-towns,  viz. 
Beccles,  Bildeston,  Brandon,  Botesdale,  Bungay, 
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was  1,7^1,763/.  The  average  scale  of  mortality 
for  ten  years  appears  to  have  been  as  I  to  54  of  the 
existing  population.  The  sea-shore  is  chiefly  com- 
posed of  loamy  cliffs,  continually  falling  down, 
and  creating  great  changes  on  the  coast,  and  even 
whole  towns  and  villages  have  been  washed  away 
by  the  sea. 

Suffolk  was  formerly  distinguished  for  its  trade 
and  manufactures,  but  these  have  long  been  on  the 
decline ;  some  thin  stuffs  are  still  made  here,  such 
as  says  and  bunting  for  naval  colours  and  crapes. 
It  is  now  included  in  the  Norfolk  circuit,  the  pro- 
vince of  Canterbury,  and  the  diocese  of  Norwich  ; 
and  contains  575  parishes,  and  sends  16  members 
to  the  Imperial  Parliament,  two  for  each  borough, 
and  two  for  the  county. 

REPRESENTATIVE  HISTORY. 

This  county  returned  members  to  Parliament 
in  the  S9d  of  Edward  L,  and  has  continued  to  do 
so  ever  since. 

Petitions,  &c.  March  1,  1672.  A  petition 
of  Sir  Samuel  Barnardiston,  bart.,  complaining  of 
an  undue  carriage  in  the  sheriff  of  this  county,  in 
the  election  of  a  knight  to  serve  for  this  county ; 
but  there  being  no  return  yet  made, 

Ordered :  *'  That  the  sheriff  of  this  county  do 
make  his  return  of  the  election  for  this  county.** 

,  4.  A  petition  of  Lord  Huntingtower,  com- 
plaining of  a  double  return  made  by  the  sheriff  of 
the  county  in  wrong  of  the  petitioner,  who  was 
duly  elected,  and  ought  to  have  been  singly  re- 
turned. 
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Resolved :  "  That  it  be  referred  to  the  com- 
mittee." 

A  petition  in  behalf  of  Sir  Samuel  Barnardiston, 
bart.,  complaining  of  a  double  return,  &c. 

Resolved :  "  That  it  be  referred  to  the  com- 
mittee." 

Oct.  31,  1673.  A  petition  of  Sir  Lionel  Tal- 
mach,  hart.,  complaining  of  a  double  return,  &c. 

Ordered :  '*  That  it  be  referred  to  a  committee." 

Jan.  7,  1674.  A  petition  of  Sir  Samuel  Bar- 
nardiBton,  bart,  complaining  of  a  double  return,  &c. 

Resolved:  "  That  it  be  referred  to  the  com- 
mittee." 

Feb.  19.  Sir  Thomas  Meres  reported  from  the 
Committee  of  Privileges  and  Elections  the  state  of 
the  case  and  evidence.on  both  sides,  in  the  matter 
of  the  election  for  this  county,  and  the  votes  of  the 
committee,  as  foUowetb : 

"  That  Sir  Samuel  BamardistoD,  bait.,  is  welt 
elected." 

"  That  the  sheriff  of  the  county  do  withdraw, 
and  take  off  the  file  the  return  of  Lord  Hunting- 
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POLITICAL   CHARACTER. 

This  county  possesses  much  independent  spirit, 
which  it  never  fails  to  exert  when  called  forth  into 
action.     In  the  year  1784,  the  people,  in  conse- 
quence of  the  connexions  of  Sir  T.  C.  Bunbury, 
bart.,  with  the  coalition  formed  by  Lord  North 
and  Mr.  Fox,  proposed,  as  a  candidate  for  their 
representation,  Joshua  Grigby,esq.,  with  whose  at- 
tachment to  the  cause  of  liberty  in  all  its  branches, 
and  aversion  to  aristocratic  influence,  they  were 
welt  acquainted  ;  and  their  exertions  in  his  favour 
were  finsdly  successful.     At  the  election  in  1790, 
Mr.  Grigby  declined  the  honour  that  was  intended 
him,  when  Sir  Gerrard  Vanneck  was  thought  the 
best  substitute  to  supply  the  place  of  that  gen- 
tleman. The  success  of  the  independent  yeomanry 
would  in  this  instance,  as  well  as  the  former  one, 
have  been  certain,  but  for  the  union  of  so  many 
heterogeneous  substances,  as  administration,  op- 
position, and  aristocracy.      The  junction  of  alt 
these  parties,  and  the  interest  arising  from  it,  was 
hardly  sufficient  to  overthrow  and  subdue  the  laud- 
able efforts  which  were  used  against  it,  as  appears 
by  the  poll,  when  the  numbers  were. 

For  Sir  T.  C.  Bunbury 3065 

Sir  John  Rous 3755 

Sir  Gerard  Vanneck 2047 

From  that  period  to  the  present,  the  representa- 
tion of  this  county  has  been  compromised  between 
the  Whigs  and  Tories,  each  party  nominating,  a 
member. 

The  noblemen  residing  in  this  county  are,  the 
Duke  of  Grafton,  Marquis  Cornwallis,  Earl  of 
Bristol,  Earl  of4!)ysart|  Lord  Rous,  &c. 
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and  on  Saturday  for  all  kinds  of  provision^.     1Pb\th 
4th  May,  S5th  July,  and  95th  September. 

REPRESENTATIVE    HISTORY. 

This  was  a  borough  at  the  time  of  the  general 
survey,  and  had  therein  53S  burgesses,  as  appears 
by  the  entry  in  Little  Doomsday-bOok.  They  had 
a  charter  of  free  markets  of  William  the  Conque- 
ror ;  and  King  John  granted  it  greater  privileges. 
It  has  had  seventeen  charters  since  that  time. 

Petitions,  &Ci  DeCi  1,  1710.  A  petition  of 
William  Thompson  of  the  Middle  Temple,  esq., 
against  the  return  of  Sir  William  Barker. 

Mr.  Freeman  reported  the  matter  as  it  appeared 
to  the  committee  as  follows : 

The  poll  was, 

For  Sir  William  Barker. 258 

The  Petitioner 235 

That  the  petitioner's  counsel  alleged,  this  bo-> 
rough  is  a  corporation  by  prescription,  and  to 
prove  it,  read  a  charter  of  confirmation  of  their  pri-» 
vileges  granted  by  King  John  to  the  burgesses  of 
this  borough. 

For  Sir  William  Barker  it  was  alleged  it  was  a 
borough  by  prescription. 

The  petitioner's  counsel  admitted  the  right  to 
be  in  the  Bailiffs  and  Freemen,  but  questioned 
whether  the  out-freemen  by  redemption,  who  were 
not  resident  at  the  time  made  free,  had  aright  to 
vote. 

The  committee  resolved, 

'*  That  the  right  of  election  of  burgesses  to  serve 

part  II.  VOL.  II.  M    M 
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in  Parliament  for  this  borough  is  in  the  Bail 
Portmen,  Commonalty,  and  Freemen  at  large, 
receiving  alms. 

That  the  petitioner's  counsel  admitted  a  m; 
thy  for  Sir  William  Barker. 

And  5ii-  William  Barker's  counsel  called  \ 
neases  who  proved  several  indirect  practices 
favour  of  the  petitioner,  by  Mr.  Gravenor,  on( 
ihebailiSs. 

That  the  petitioner's  counsel  proved  someofi 
made  by  the  friends  of  Sir  William  Barker  in  or 
to  gain  votes,  but  without  success  ;  except  Rob 
Scot  who  ^as  made  master  of  a  vessel ;  and  Mil 
was  promised  to  be  kept  from  being  arrested,  \ 
was  not. 

The  committee  resolved,  "  That  Sir  Willi 
Barker,  bart.,  is  duly  elected. 

"  That  the  petition  of  William  Thompson,  es 
is  frivolous  and  vexatious." 

The  first  resolution  being  read  a  second  time, 
was  proposed  to  be  amended,  by  leaving  out  l 
word  "  commonalty,"   and  inserting  "  commc 
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costs  and  expenses  he  has  been  put  to,  by  reason 
of  the  said  petition/' 

March  3,  1713.  A  petition  of  Richard  Richard- 
son, sergeant  at  law,  and  Orlando  Bridgeroan,  esq., 
against  the  return  of  William  Thompson  and  Wm. 
Churchill,  esqrs.,  complaining  amongst  other 
things,  of  several  freemen  being  illegally  made  who 
voted  for  the  sitting  members.** 

Which  being  proved,  it  was  resolved,  *'  That 
William  Thomson  is  not  duly  elected/* 

Resolved,  **  That  William  Churchill,  esq.,  is 
not  duly  elected.** 

Resolved,  "  That  Richard  Richardson,  esq., 
sergeant  at  law,  is  duly  elected.** 

Resolved,  **  That  Orlando  Bridgeman,  esq.,  is 
duly  elected.** 

In  1780j  the  petition  of  Charles  Alexander 
Crickitt,  esq.,  stated,  that  Mr.  Cator,  the  sitting 
member,  had,  by  himself  or  his  agents,  after  the 
teste  of  the  writ,  been  guilty  of  a  most  notori* 
ous  and  flagrant  attempt  to  bribe  the  corpora- 
tion of  Ipswich  to  elect  him,  by  offering  a  large 
sum  of  money  to  them  for  that  purpose ;  that  he 
had,  in  the  same  manner,  been  guilty  of  bribing 
the  electors  of  the  borough,  by  promises  of  pre- 
sents, and  by  treating ;  that  one  of  the  returning 
officers  was  an  avowed  agent  of  Mr.  Cator,  and 
did,  by  his  direction,  corrupt  the  electors  to  vote 
for  him  ;  in  consequence  whereof,  many  of  them 
did  vote  for  him  ;  that  by  these  means  Mr.  Cator 
had  procured  an  illegal  majority  of  votes  over  the 
petitioner,  who  would  otherwise  have  been  elected 
and  returned. 
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No  objection  was  made  to  the  election  of  Mr. 
Middleton.  By  the  opening  of  the  rase  it  ap- 
peared, that  the  petitioner  endeavoured  to  avoid 
the  election  of  Mr.  Cator,  by  proceeding  upon  all 
the  charges  in  the  petition ;  and  accordingly  evi- 
dence was  produced  upon  all  of  them. 

Upon  the  first  point  the  following  facts  were 
given  in  evidence : 

The  electors  of  this  borough  are  two  bailiffs,  tea 
portmen,  twenty>fbur  commtm-councilnien.  and 
an  indefinite  number  of  freemen  ;  they  have  been 
for  a  long  time  divided  into  two  parties,  distin- 
guished by  the  names  of  Bluet  and  Ytllowi;  at 
the  head  of  the  former  are  the  common.council- 
men  ;  the  latter  is  headed  by  the  portmen.  The 
Yellows  had  been  predominant  at  the  late  elec- 
tions ;  Mr.  Wollaaton,  one  of  the  late  members, 
had  been  supported  by  them,  and  being  abroad  at 
the  time  of  the  late  election,  his  brother,  the  Rev. 
Dr.  Wollaston,  proposed  him  as  a  candidate  upon 
that  interest.  Mr.  Staunton,  the  other  late  mem- 
ber,  declined  this  election.     Mr.  Middleton  was 
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time,  the  portmen,  who  were  told  by  Dr.  Wollas- 
ton  that  be  would  spend  no  money  in  the  election, 
asked  him  to  withdraw  his  brother ;  which  he  re- 
fused. Cator  was  at  this  time  a  stranger  to  the 
borough.  On  the  Monday  before  the  election, 
Dr.  Wollaston,  by  appointment,  met  Mr.  Cator  at 
the  house  of  Mr.  Cornwall,  a  banker  in  Ipswich, 
and  partner  in  that  business  with  the  bailiff 
Spooner.  Here  these  three  held  a  conversation 
about  the  election  :  Cornwall,  who  had  before 
been  told  by  Dr.  Wollaston,  that  he  would  not 
spend  more  than  300/.  on  the  election,  and  had 
communicated  this  to  Mr.  Cator,  in  this  conversa- 
tion, said  to  Dr.  Wollaston,  ^*  he  had  estimated  the 
^^  expense  at  about  9000/. ;  that  Cator  was  willing 
**  to  advance  1700/.  of  this  sum,  if  Wollaston 
"  would  answer  for  the  remaining  300/.*'  This 
being  agreed  to  by  the  latter,  Cornwall  said,  ^*  if 
^'  the  expenses  were  to  be  paid  at  his  bank,  he 
**  should  expect  a  deposit  of  the  money  before- 
^*  hand ;'  this  was  likewise  agreed  to,  and  then 
they  went  about  the  town  on  a  joint  canvas  for 
Wollaston  and  Cator.  On  the  same  day  Cator 
paid  1700/.  into  Cornwall's  banking-house ;  on 
the  next  day,  at  Cator's  desire,  the  above  agree- 
ment was  put  in  writing  and  signed ;  it  is  as 
follows : 

"  Mr.  Wollaston,  by  Dr.  Wollaston,  deposits 
'*  300/.  in  the  hands  of  Messrs.  Alexander,  Com- 
<^  wall,  and  Spooner ;  and  John  Cator  having  de- 
^^  posited  1700/.  in  the  same  hands,  for  the  purpose 
^^  of  paying  the  expenses  already  incurred,  and 
<^  which  may  be  incurred?  for  their  election;  and 
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"  it  is  i^reed,  if  the  expense  is  less  than  9000/.  all 
"  the  money  remainiDg  sball  be  returned  to  John 
"  Cater;  and  if  the  expenses  exceed  9000/.  all 
t*  above  tliat  sum  is  to  be  paid  in  equal  portions 
«*  by  Dr.  Wollaston  and  John  Cator.  In  witness 
**  whereof,  they  have  set  their  names  this  30th 
'•  March,  1764. 

"  Fred.  Wollaston. 
**  John  Catok." 
N.  B.    "  If  the  expense  does  not  amount    to 
"  ISOO/,  Dr.   Wollaston  is  to  have  returned    the 
"  proportion  of  one  to  four." 

Dr.  Wollaston  in  his  evidence  said,  he  bad  oo 
knowledge  of  election  matters,  nor  of  the  parti- 
cular expenses,  or  the  manner  in  which  they  were 
incurred,  in  an  election  at  Ipswich  ;  he  had  heard 
that  a  great  deal  was  incurred  on  account  of  the 
out-voters;  and  being  told  by  Cornwall,  that  the 
expenses  of  the  former  election  had  exceeded  the 
above  sum,  he  relied  on  his  estimate,  as  he  made 
it,  without  knowing  how,  in  particular,  the  money 
was  to  be  applied;  but  he  understood  it  was  for 
iQCCssary  joiiU  oNpeiisrs  ot   iIil'  cleciinn,   and  r 
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and  hereupon  determined,  after  consulting  one  or 
two  private  friends,  to  withdraw  his  name,  on 
being  indemnified  the  expenses  at  that  time  in- 
curred. On  the  Thursday  before  the  election,  at 
Cornwall's  house,  in  the  presence  of  Cator,  Corn- 
wall, Spooner,  Notcote  the  town  clerk,  and  one  or 
two  more  of  the  corporation,  he  said,  he  feared  his 
brother  might  fail,  and  asked  them,  ^^  If  Middleton 
♦*  should  be  at  the  head  of  the  poll,  whom  they 
*'  would  desert,  Cator  or  his  brother  ?*'  To  this 
question  no  answer  was  made ;  upon  which  he 
said  to  them,  ^*  I  now  see  you  would  desert  my 
"  brother  and  support  Cator  ;**  hereupon  Not- 
cote came  forward  and  said,  *^  What  would  our 
*^  enemies  say  of  us  if  we  should  not,  as  he  pays 
*^  so  much  more  than  you/'  No  more  was  said 
on  the  subject.  In  the  afternoon  of  that  day.  Dr. 
WoUaston  offered  to  withdraw  his  brother,  accord- 
ing to  his  first  resolution,  and  Mr.  Cator  agreed  to 
repay  him,  what  he  bad  laid  out  upon  his  canvas: 
as  to  the  300/.  he  had  not  paid  it  into  the  bank. 

Mr.  Cornwall  in  his  evidence  said,  that  he  had 
known  Mr.  Cator  before,  and  would  have  trusted 
him  with  any  sum,  but  would  not  have  given 
credit  to  the  parties  jointly  ;  for  which  reason  he 
desired  a  deposit,  as  he  had  before  found  dilBScul- 
ties  in  getting  the  money  advanced  ;  that  he  be- 
lieved the  1700/,  was  intended  for  the  common 
expenses  of  the  election,  joinly  with  the  300/.  but 
that  it  was  liable  to  such  uses  as  Cator  might 
think  proper,  and  he  might  have  drawn  for  it  with- 
out defraying  the  expenses :  on  being  asked 
"  Where  then  was  the  security  of  the  deposit  ?" 
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Brought  forward        101 

Ditto 50  and  60  ... .  1 

Ditto  (including  London 

and  its  environs)   ....    60  and  70  •  •  •  •  39 

Ditto,  between 70  and  80  ....  17 


158 
VotjBFs  for  Cator  resident  at  Ipswich  139 


Total        297 
Upon  the  charge  of  corrupting  the  electors,  the 
facts  proved  were  as  follow : 

An  extensive  distribution  of  money  was  made, 
after  the  election,  to  many  of  the  out-voters  for  loss 
of  time,  with  the  approbation  of  Mr.  Cator,  out  of 
the  sum  in  the  bankers'  hands ;  thirteen  voters, 
resident  in  London  or  its  neighbourhood,  who  were 
examined  before  the  committee,  were  paid  three 
guineas  each  immediately  after  the  election  ;  they 
had  all  their  travelling  expenses  paid  besides  ;  this 
sum  was  given  without  enquiry  into  their  circum- 
stances, or  the   profits  of  their  several  employ- 
ments, which  were  various ;  some  being  capable 
of  earning  five  or  seven  shillings  a  day,  and  others 
two  shillings  ;  they  were  absent  from  their  busi- 
ness, some  four  days,  some  five  ;  to  none  of  them 
was  any  direct  expectation  given  of  a  reward  for 
their  votes  ;  two  or  three  were  told,   when  can- 
vassed by  Cator's  agent,  Prigg,  whom  he  had  em- 
ployed to  canvas  and  convey  voters  to  Ipswich, 
that  **  they  shouid  be  satisfied  for  loss  of  time/' 
Some  of  them  had  voted  at  former  elections,  and 
had  received  a  similar  gratuity,  and  said  they  ex- 
pected it  at  this.     One  man  said  to  the  committee^ 
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"  he  could  not  tell  what  the  three  guineas  were 
"  for,  unless  for  his  vote."  One,  when  canvassed 
by  Cator's  agent,  bargained  that  his  son  should  go 
and  take  up  his  freedom,  and  was  afterwards  paid 
five  guineas  by  the  same  person,  for  himself  aad 
his  son,  though  his  son  did  not  vote. 

The  greater  number  of  these  thirteen  did  not 
promise  their  votes  to  Cator  before  they  went  to 
Ipswich,  though  they  travelled  there  at  his  ex- 
pense.    They  voted  for  Middleton  and  Cator. 

Five  voters,  resident  at  Harwich,  likewise  gafe 
their  evidence  to  the  committee:  these  men  in  tbe 
same  circumstances  as  the  others  from  London, 
bad  in  the  same  manner  received  a  guinea  and  a 
halfa-piece;  and  it  appeared  that  the  same  sum 
was  given  to  most  of  the  Harwich  voters.  HaN 
wich  is  eleven  miles  distant  from  Ipswich,  and  the 
passage  by  water  (their  usual  way  of  going  thither] 
costs  sixpence  :  they  were  absent  on  Saturday  and 
Sunday,  To  all  these  Cator  was  a  stranger  at  the 
time  of  the  election,  and  some  of  them  came  to 
Ipswich  intending  to  vote  for  Wollaston. 
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letters  soliciting  votes  for  him,  and  in  particular  to 
Prigg,  before  mentioned,  in  London,  to  canvas  for 
him  and  Wollaston,  whose  bills  of  expenses  he 
paid,  and  to  whom  he  gave  or  sent  money  to  pay 
some  of  the  London  voters  the  three  guineas  ;  he 
likewise  told  Prigg  that  he  had  given  one  Burney 
one  hundred  and  fifty  guineas  for  paying  expenses. 
In  Cator*s  presence  he  sent  an  agent  to  London, 
in  order  to  accompany  the  freemen  to  Ipswich,  and 
afterwards  paid  him  for  his  trouble.  He  gave 
orders  at  two  inns  for  entertaining  some  of  the 
London  voters,  and  afterwards  paid  the  bills.  He 
paid  some  of  the  Harwich  voters  a  guinea  and  a 
half  for  loss  of  time  ;  in  Cator*s  presence  he  told 
one  who  had  voted,  that  he  should  have  three 
guineas  when  he  came  to  London ;  and  paid  se- 
veral bills  of  the  election  expenses. 

Being  examined  himself,  he  said  he  had  done 
every  thing  in  the  election  which  one  friend  does 
for  another ;  had  voted  for  Cator,  and,  as  a  banker, 
paid  his  draughts  for  the  expenses. 

The  following  evidence  was  given  of  one  parti- 
cular charge  of  bribery  by  Spooner. 

One  Reynolds,  who  had  voted  in  the  election 
in  1780,  for  Staunton  and  Wollaston,  had  been  em- 
ployed at  the  same  time  in  some  election  business 
for  that  party,  upon  whom  he  now  had  a  demand 
of  4/.  16^.  for  expenses  then  incurred,  and  not 
paid.  He  met  Spooner  at  Ipswich  at  this  last 
election,  and  asked  him,  why  this  demand  had  not 
been  paid  according  to  his  (Spooner*s)  promise? 
Spooner  told  him  "  it  should  be  settled ;  that 
*'  Wollaston  had  declined,  Cator  was  in  his  in- 
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CORPORATION 

By  charter  of  Charles  the  Second,  it  is  governed  . 
by  two  bailifTs,   a    recorder,   ten   portmen,    and 
twenty-four  common-councilmen. 

RIGHT  OF  ELECTION. 

Feb.  3,  1710.  Is  in  the  Bailiffs,  Portmen, 
Common-council  men,  and  Freemen  at  large,  not 
receiving  alms. 

March  31,  1714.  Portmen  are  an  essential  con- 
stituent part  of  the  great  court  for  making  free- 
men of  the  said  borough  ;  without  some  of  which 
portmen  being  present,  the  said  court  cannot  be 
held. 

April  1,  1714'.  A  motion  being  made,  and  the 
question  being  put,  that  the  persons  voted  free- 
men at  the  pretended  great  courts  held  in  the  corpo- 
ration of  Ipswich,  June  15,  Aug.  7>  Sept.  25,  and 
98,  1711,  without  any  legal  portmen  then  present, 
were  duly  made,  and  have  a  right  to  vote  for  mem- 
bers to  serve  in  Parliament  for  the  borough  of  Ips- 
wich ;  it  passed  in  the  negative. 

Number  of  voters — 693. 

Returning  officer — the  two  Bailiffs. 

Patron — Charles  Alexander  Crickitt,  esq. 

POLITICAL    character. 

The  influence  prevailing  in  this  town  is  that 
which  has  been  introduced  by  corruption.  The 
price  of  votes  has  risen  with  the  spirit  of  conten- 
tion between  the  candidates,  ancl  the  last  contest 
in  1806  was  so  expensive  as  to  prevent  any  other 
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since  that  period.  The  interest  of  Mr.  Crickitt 
has  been  introduced  by  the  estalilishment  of  a 
bank,  and  having  the  government  patronage, 
When  the  ministry  were  changed  in  1806,  the  po- 
litical barometer  at  Ipswich  changed  with  it,  and 
Mr.  Wilson  of  Lincoin's-inn-Belds,  and  the  Hon. 
Mr.  Stopford  were  chosen.  Upon  the  present 
ministers  coming  again  into  place  in  1807,  Mr. 
Crickitt  became  once  more  the  favourite,  and  the 
dismissed  member  was  restored  with  the  dismissed 
ministers.  We  scarcely  need  add  that  Mr.  Cric- 
kitt's  patronage  is  not  deemed  very  secure. 

If  the  right  of  election  here  was  in  the  restdeml 
householders,  the  number  of  voters  would  be 
nearly  two  thousand,  at  present  that  right  is  li- 
mited to  about  a  third  of  that  number  including 
three  hundred  non'resideitt/reemtn. 


BURY  ST.  EDMUND'S. 


BuBY  St.  Edmund's  is  a  borough  and  market- 

lown,  consisting  of  two  parislies,  in  tlie  liundred 
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latter  for  fish,  flesh,  &c.  Fairs,  Easter  Tuesday, 
October  2,  and  December  1  ;  the  last  is  very  great 
for  cattle. 

REPRESENTATIVE  HISTORY. 

This  borough  had  a  precept  sent  to  it  to  return 
burgesses  to  Parliament,  as  Mr.  Prynne  writes, 
30th  Edward  I.  After  this,  no  precepts  were 
sent,  nor  returns  made  till  the  4th  James  I.,  who 
renewed  and  granted  them  this  right  as  Doctor 
Willis  writes ;  from  which  time  it  has  constantly 
returned. 

Petitions,  &c.  Feb.  9,  1625.  Sir  Benjamin 
Rudyard  moveth,  Mr.  Emanuel  GifFord,  returned 
a  member  of  this  House,  and  now  in  prison,  upon 
execution,  may  be  sent  for. 

Feb.  IS.  Mr.  Speaker  discharged  Mr.  Gifford, 
and  wished  him  to  take  his  oath,  and  then  to  take 
his  place  in  the  House. 

M[ay  3,  1660.  Mr.  Tierney  reported  double  re- 
turn, Mr.  Thomas  Chaplyn  and  Mr.  Clark  by  one 
indenture,  and  Sir  Henry  Crofts  and  Sir  John 
Duncombe,  knt.,  by  another  indenture. 

That  Sir  Henry  Crofts  and  Sir  John  Duncombe, 
knt.,  are  duly  elected  and  ought  to  sit :  whereto 
the  House  agreed  ;  and 

Ordered,  "  That  the  indenture,  signed  by  the 
inhabitants  of  this  borough,  whereby  the  said  Mr. 
Chaplyn  and  Mr.  Clark  are  returned,  be  with- 
drawn, and  taken  off  the  file  ;  and  that  the  alder- 
man of  the  said  borough,  with  the  clerk  of  the 
crown,  be  sent  for,  to  attend  for  the  amending  the 
return. 
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For  the  petitioners  it  was  alleged^  that  this  bo« 
rough  is  a  borough  and  corporation  by  prescrip- 
tion, by  the  name  of  alderman  and  burgesses ;  and 
that  the  right  of  election  is  in  the  alderman  and 
burgesses  resident  in  the  borough,  paying  scot  and 
lot. 

This  was  denied  by  the  sitting  members'  coun- 
sel, who  allied  the  right  of  election  is  in  the  al- 
derman, 12  capital  burgesses,  and  24  burgesses  of 
the  common  council,  to  whom  the  privil^e  was 
originally  granted  by  charter,  12  Jac.  I. 

Whereupon,  after  much  debate,  the  committee 
resolved, 

^^  That  the  right  of  election  of  burgesses  to  serve 
in  Parliament  for  this  borough  is  in  the  alderman, 
12  capital  burgesses  and  24  burgesses  of  the  com- 
mon council  of  the  said  borough/' 

^^  That  the  petitioners'  counsel  admitted  the 
sitting  members  to  be  duly  elected,  upon  the  foot 
of  this  resolution." 

'^  That  the  Hon.  Carr  Harvey,  esq.,  is  duly 
elected." 

"  That  Aubrie  Porter,  esq.,  is  duly  elected." 

Oct.  25,  1722,  A  petition  of  Carr  Harvey,  esq., 
complaining  of  an  undue  return  of  James  Rey- 
xiolds,  sergeant  at  law,  and  Jermyn  Davers,  esq., 
by  bribery  and  many  other  illegal  practices,  and 
that  the  said  Mr.  Davers  was  not  qualified; 

No  report. 

CORPORATION 

Consists  of  an  alderman,^  recorder,  12  capital 
burgesses,  and  94  common-councilmen. 

PART  II.   VOL.  II*  N  N 
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roughs  by  special  resolutions,  commeocing  their 
operations  not  more  than  two  centuries  ago,  and 
which  is  proved  by  the  statutes  at  large,  and  the 
-Journals  of  Parliament,  and  amply  demonstrated 
in  the  first  volume  of  this  work. 

The  number  of  householders  deprived  of  the 
right  of  voting  in  this  town  is  upwards  of  thirteen 
hundred. 


SUDBURY, 

Sudbury,  a  borough  and  market-town,  con- 
sisting of  three  parishes,  in  the  hundred  of  Babergh, 
Suffolk,  situated  on  the  river  Stouf,  14  miles  from 
Bury  St.  Edmund's,  and  66  from  London;  con- 
taining 594  houses  and  3,283  inhabitants,  of  whom 
625  were  employed  in  trade  and  manufactures.  It 
is  said  to  have  been  one  of  the  first  towns  in  which 
the  woollen  manufactory  was  introduced,  but  it  is 
now  gone  to  decay.  Market  on  Saturday.  Fairs, 
12th  March  and  lOtb  July. 

REPRESENTATIVE  HISTORY. 

This  ancient  borough  and  mayor-town  was  in- 
corporated by  Queen  Mary,  and  began  to  return 
members  to  Parliament  anno  1st  Eliz.,  which  pri- 
vilege it  has  ever  since  retained. 

Dec.  8,  1640.  >  Mr.  Maynard  reported,  that  a 
question  arose  between  Mr.  Brampton  Gurdon, 
who  pretended  he  was  chosen^  though  not  re- 
turned, and  Sir  Robert  Crane,  who  was  returned. 

K  N  2 
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Oct.  S4,  1709.  A  petition  of  George  Dash* 
wood,  esq.,  complaining  of  bribery  and  an  undue 
return  of  Joseph  Haskenstyles,  esq.,  ako  partiality 
of  the  mayor  and  town-clerk. 

Jan.  19,  1703.  Mr.  Bromley  reported,  that  the 
right  of  election  was  agreed  to  be  in  the  freemem 
not  receiving  alms. 

Hereupon  a  question  arose  as  to  the  admission 
of  those  to  their  freedom  who  had  a  right  to  de« 
mand  it. 

Evidence  heard,  and  the  committee  resolved, 

*'  That  the  sons  of  freemen  bom  after  their  ia« 
thers  were  made  free ;  and  those  that  have  served 
an  apprenticeship  in  this  borough  have  a  right  to 
vote  in  the  election  of  members  for  this  borough, 
without  any  admission  in  form  to  their  freedom,  or 
taking  the  oath  of  freemen.^* 

As  to  the  partiality  of  the  mayor  and  town- 
clerk,  bribery  and  other  ill  practices, 

Mr.  Hull  said  the  mayor  offered  great  rudeness 
to  the  petitioner. 

Belgrave  said,  he  offered  himself  four  times  to 
poll  for  the  petitioner  singly,  and  the  mayor  struck 
him,  and  bid  the  constable  and  sergeant  carry  him 
to  gaol. 

Robert  Soul  said,  he  was  allowed  by  the  mayor 
as  an  inspector  for  Mr.  Dash  wood  ;  yet  the  mayor 
abused  him,  and  pulled  him  by  the  hair,  because 
he  objected  to  John  Smith's  polling,  who  was  not 
free. 

Fletcher  said,  that  Thomas  Foster  offered  to 
vote  two  or  three  times;  and  insisting  on  his  right, 
the  mayor  said  in  the  court  publiclyi  right  or 
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«RH^,  besfabuld  not, poll;  and  Sir  John  Cordell 
swbrehe  diould  not  poll.    , 

Bbwtifl  said  be  offered  to  poll  singly  for  the 
petitioner,  and  was  struck  and  abused  in  court. 

'Rook  skid,  that  TfaoDiaB  Hull  desired  his  and 
Mr.  Piiak's  votes,  and  put  two  five-shilling  pieces 
into  his  hand,  which  he  refusing,  he  took  tfaem 
froin  hiiti,  and  put  them  into  Fink's  hand,  who 
pr6miied  tovote  fbr  the  sitting  men^rs. 

Langden  said  Sir  John  Cordell  gave  him  9s.  6d., 
andpromiMd  ktin  3«.  6d.  to  make  interest  with 
h»  fatber~«aw  Woodward  receive  3c.  6d.t  and  he 
told:bim-fae  had -aitottier,  and  ahould  have  a  break- 
fat — and  MuakMts  and  Woods  told  him  they  bad 
racei'red  eaefti  3t.  6d.t  part  of  40«.,  which  was  to 
be  distribdted. 

Sommersett  said  he  received  90*. 

Robert  Goldiog  said  the  same;  also  that  Wood- 
ward and  Webb  bad  SUs.  each,  and  IS  freemen  liad 
^.■each,  at  Sir  John  Cordell's. 

Jones  said,  Smith  went  round  the  town,  and 
offered' 5«.  each  to  two  or  three  bundled  freemen. 
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After  several  others  were  h^ard,  the  committee 
resolved : 

"That  Joseph  Haskenstyles,  esq.,  is  not  duly 
elected/' 

"  That  George  Dashwood,  esq.,  is  not  duly 
elected/* 

"  That  the  election  of  Joseph  Haskenstyles, 
esq.,  is  a  void  election.'' 

"  That  it  appears  to  the  House,  that  Benjamin 
Castor,  late  mayor  of  this  borough,  was,  at  the  last 
election  of  burgesses  to  serve  in  Parliament  for 
this  borough,  guilty  of  great  violence,  and  many 
indirect  practices,  contrary  to  the  rights  and  pri- 
vileges of  this  JJous^/* 

Ordered :  "  That  the  said  Bei^amia  Castor  be, 
for  the  said  x^ffenice,  taken  into  the  custody  of  the 
sergeant  at  arms  attending  this  House." 

Feb.  ^9.  A  petition  of  George  Dashwood,  esq., 
complaining  of  an  undue  return  of  Joseph  Has- 
kenstyles, and  partiality  of  the  mayor,  bribery,  and 
other  illegal  practices;  and  stating,  that  petitii^er 
had  a  majority  of  legal  votes,  and  ought  to  have 
been  returned. 

Nov.  10,  1703.  A  petition  of  George  Dash- 
wood,  esq.,  to  a  similar  effect. 

Dec.  6.  Upon  hearing  of  which,  a  question 
arose  as  to  the  right  of  election,  and  the  committee 
resolved: 

''  That  the  right  of  election  of  burgesses  tQ.  serve 
in  Parliament  for  ^is.bp^ough  is  only  in  the  sons 
of  fipeemen  born  after  their  fathers  were  made  ftee, 
and  in  such  as  hav^  se^ed  seven  years'  appren-. 
ticeship,  or  ai^e  made  free  by  redemption/' 
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Hereupon  the  witnesBca  were  examined  as  to  dis- 
qualifying voters  ;  aud  as  to  bribery,  &c.  pro  and 
con.,  when,  after  much  debate,  the  committee  re- 
solved : 

'*  That  Joseph  HaskeDstyles,  esq.,  is  not  duly 
elected." 

»'  That  Geo^  Dashwood,  esq.,  is  duly  elected." 

Nov.  9,  1705.  A  petition  of  George  Dash  wood, 
esq.,  against  tbe  return  of  Sir  Jervoise  Elwes  and 
Philip  Skills,  esq. 

Dec.  6.  Ordered :  that  Mr.  Dssbwood  hare 
leave  to  withdraw  bis  petition. 

Nov.  95,  170S.  A  petition  of  Thomas  Caabintx 
esq.,  against  the  return  of  Sir  Harvey  Elwes. 

No  determination. 

Jan.  93,  17S5.  Richard  Jackson  and  Peter 
Duncane,  esq.,  petitioned. 

Nov.  19,  I7M.  Mayor,  aldomeo,  and  several 
freemen,  petitioaed. 

May  10,  1768.  Thomas  Fonaereau,  esq,,  peti- 
tioned against  the  return  of  Patrick  Blake  and 
Walden  Hanmer,  esq.  The  morits  of  this  elecr 
tion  were  tried  at  the  bar. 
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the  knowledge  of  the  mayor,  and  of  Fonnereau,  one 
of  the  sitting  members ;  that  others,  who  were  not 
legally  qualified,  had  also  been  admitted  to  vote 
for  them  ;  that  the  fair  majority  of  legal  votes  was 
in  favour  of  the  petitioners ;  but  that  William 
Strutt,  the  mayor  and  returning  officer,  had  acted 
partially  and  corruptly,  both  before  and  during  the 
poll,  and  had  declared  the  sitting  members  duly 
elected,  and  had  returned  them ;  and  that  money 
was  given  by  the  sitting  members,  or  their  agents, 
by  way  of  bribe  or  reward,  to  persons  who  voted 
for  them  at  the  election. 

Upon  the  hearing  of  the  petition,  it  appeared, 
that  the  corporation  consists  of  a  mayor,  recorder, 
six  aldermen,  S4  capital  burgesses,  and  an  inde- 
finite number  of  freemen.  The  freedom  in  this 
borough  is  acquired  by  birth,  servitude,  or  re- 
demption. There  have  been  a  few  instances  of 
making  what  are  called  honorary  freemen,  or  fag- 
gots; but  they  have  never  been  allowed  to  exercise 
any  firanchise  as  members  of  the  body  corporate. 

The  point  upon  which  the  petition  turned  was, 
the  partiality  of  the  corporation,  who  were  in  the 
interest  of  Mr.  Crespigny,  in  refusing  freemen, 
duly  qualified  by  the  custom  of  the  borough,  to 
their  admission  and  enrolment. 

The  decision  of  the  committee,  according  to 
Douglas,  was, 

^'  That  persons  who  derived  their  claim  to  their 
freedom  from  the  antecedent  title  of  birth,,  who 
had  exercised  all  the  rights  of  freemen,  and  that  of 
voting  for  members  of  Parliament  among  the  rest, 
for  twenty  years  and  upwards,  before  the  last  elec- 
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tion,  wbo  had  demanded  to  be  enrolled,  (and  of. 
fer«d  to  prove,  that  at  their  birth  their  fathers  exei^- 
cised  and  enjoyed  the  rights  and  firanchises  of 
freemen,)  but  were  refused,  had  a  right  to  vote, 
thorugb  they  could  not  produce  evidence  of  their 
admisaioQ,  enrolled  upon  stamps." 

And  they  afterwards  infonned  the  House,  that 
they  had  determined,  "That Sir  Walden  Hanmer, 
bar^.,Hnd  S.ir  Patrick  Blake,  bart-jwere  duly  elected, 
and  ought  to  have  been  returned." 

Oct.  31,  1780.  Sir  James  Marriot,  bart.,  peti- 
tioned against  Mr.  Crespigny's  election. 

April  StJ,  1781.  The  cbairman  of  the  committee 
that  tried  thia  contested  election  reported  to  the 
House,  **  That  the  petitioner  was  duly  elected, 
•Dd  ought  to  have  been  r^urned." 

**  That  Mr.  Crespigny  was  not  duly  elected." 

Nov.  9,  ISOO.  Sir  James  Marriot  petitioned 
against  the  return  of  Sir  P.  Blake  and  F.  C.  Cras- 
pigoey,  esq. 

April  34,  1801.  Report  that  Sir  P.  Biake  and 
Sir  Jamea  Marriot  are  duly  elected. 
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POLITICAL    CHARACTER. 

The  cbrporatioD  of  this  borough  have  for  many 
years  had  a  patron  possessing  the  interest  of  go- 
vernment, who  generally  returns  one  member. 

Thomas  Chaiopion  Crespigny,  esq.,  of  Hontle- 
sham  Hall,  in  this  county,  Was  their  patron  from 
the  year  1770  till  1803  ;  but  having  been  defeated 
in  1774  by  Sir  Walden  Hanmer  and  Sir  Patrick 
Blake,  and  again  in  1784  by  William  Smith,  esq.» 
tlie  presirat  member  for  Norwich,  and  John  Lang- 
8t<)n,  C0q.,  and  a  third  thne  in  ISOl  by  Sir  James 
Marriot,  he  resigned  them  to  Sir  John  Coxe  Hip* 
pesley,  who  has  continued  their  member  ever  since. 

The  other  seat  is  always  contested,  and  both  are 
understood  to  go  to  the  highest  bidder;  for  though 
the  corruption  is  as  notorious  in  this  borough  as  in 
any  other,  it  has  not  been  brought  before  the  pub- 
lic, like  Helstone,  Hindon,  Shaftesbury,  Shores- 
ham,  Cricklade,  Aylesbury,  Ilchester>  and  many 
others. 

The  gross  partiality  of  the  corporation  and  re- 
turning officer  has  been  manifested  upon  all  the 
petitions ;  and  this  is  a  grievance  eomplained  of  in 
most  boroughs,  for  which  no  adequate  remedy  or 
punishment  is  provided. 

In  1702,  the  exclusive  right  of  election  was 
claimed  by  this  corporation,  and  every  succeeding 
contest  has beenastrugglebetweentheformer,  which 
was  caVled  the  Bench^  and  the  latter,  which  was 
called  the  Floor.  At  the  election  in  1702,  Ben- 
jamin Carter,  the  mayor  and  returning  officer,  <le- 
clared,  in  consequence  of  an  order  he  had  obtained 
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from  tbe  governing  part  of  the  corporatioD,  to 
oblige  all  persons  claiming  votes  to  enrol  them- 
aelves,  that  no  man  should  be  suffered  to  poll 
whose  name  was  not  enrolled  according  to  tbit 
order ;  and  for  want  of  such  enrolment  rejected 
several  who  had  voted  at  {devious  elections  for 
thirty  years  backwards.  The  unsuccessful  candi- 
date having  petitioned,  tbe  first  of  the  two  reso- 
lutions respecting  the  right  of  election  was  tbe 
consequence.  The  election  having  been  declared 
void  on  account  of  bribery,  a  new  contest  ensued 
between  the  same  parties,  and  was  followed  bj 
another  petition  from  tbe  former  petitioner.  In 
this  case  the  4Mfy  point  was,  whether,  according 
to  the  right  of  election  declared  by  tbe  first  reso* 
lution,  those  who  had  served  five  years  as  attor- 
ney's clerks  had  a  right  to  vote.  In  order  to  de- 
cide this  point,  the  other  resolution,  which  is 
merely  an  explanation  of  tbe  former,  was  made. 
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merit  the  name  of  market.  The  fair  is  on  the  85th 
of  July. 

REPRESENTATIVE  HISTORY. 

This  was  a  borough  at  the  time  of  the  General 
Survey,  and  had  then  in  it  130  burgesses.  It  sent 
members  to  Parliament  ever  since  the  23rd  of 
Edward  I. 

Petitions,  &c.  January  9*  1670.  Ordered: 
"  That  in  the  matter  between  Sir  Thomas  Allen 
and  Mr.  Wood,  concerning  an  election  for  this  bo« 
rough,  be  referred  to  the  Committee  of  Elections, 
and  that  Sir  Thomas  Allen  and  Mr.  Wood  do  for* 
bear  to  sit  till  it  be  determined. 

Sergeant  Charlton  reported  from  the  committee 
their  opinion. 

Ist.  "  That  it  is  no  double  return.*' 

2d.  "  That  Mr.  Wood  was  returned  by  the 
proper  officer." 

3rd.  "  That  Mr.  Wood  ought  to  sit  till  the  me- 
rits of  the  case  be  determined." 

To  which  the  House  agreed. 

Jan.  S3,  16S8.  A  petition  of  Sir  Philip  Skip- 
pon,  complaining  of  a  double  return  for  this  bo- 
rough. 

Feb.  7.  Col.  Birch  reported,  ''  That  the  bailiffs 
returned,  under  their  common  seal,  Roger  North, 
esq.,  and  Sir  Thomas  Allen,  having  the  majority  of 
the  burgesses  resident  within  the  borough ;  and 
also  Sir  Philip  Skippon  and  Sir  Robert  Rich,  who 
were  elected  by  a  less  number  of  burgesses  resident 
within  the  borough,  and  by  the  major  part  of  the 
freemen  of  the  corporation  who  live  out  of  the 
said  borough." 
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Whereupon  the  committee  resolved : 

"  That  the  right  of  election  of  burgesses  to  SCTve 
in  Parliament  for  this  borough  is  in  the  freemen  of 
the  said  borough  commonly  called  out-sitters,  as 
well  83  the  freemen  inhabiting  nithin  the  said  bo< 
rough." 

"  Sir  Philip  SkippoQ,  knt.,  and  Sir  Robert  Ricli, 
knt.  and  hart.,  are  duly  elected  burgesses." 

Whereto  the  House  agreed,  and  ordered  the 
bailifTs  of  the  said  borough  to  attend  and  amend  the 
return. 

Nov.  !3,  1691.  A  petition  of  Henry  Hereo- 
tngham,  esq.,  against  the  return  of  John  Bence, 
esq. 

A  petition  of  John  Bence,  esq.,  complaining  of 
an  undue  return  of  said  Henry  Heveningham,  esq. 

Dec.  8.  Sergeant  Treochard  reported,  "  That 
it  was  a  double  return  ;  and  that  the  right  of  re- 
turn determined  the  right  of  the  election  ;  and 
both  aides  agreed  the  settling  the  right  of  ejection 
would  depend  on  settling  the  qualification  of  the 
f  lectors." 
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Which  resolutions  were  agreed  to  by  the  Houde, 
and  the  clerk  of  the  crown  ordered  to  atteifd  to 
amend  the  return. 

Nov.  25, 1695,  A  petition  of  Roger  Wood  and 
John  Bence,  esqrs.,  complaining  df  an  undue  re- 
turn of  Sir  Robert  Rich  and  Henry  Heveningham, 
esq. 

Feb.  12,  1696.  Colonel  Granvyle  reported  the 
case,  and  that  the  question  was  as  to  the  right  of 
election. 

Which  being  discussed,  and  many  witnesses  ex- 
amined, and  charters  and  customs  quoted,  the  pe- 
titioners' counsel  proceeded  to  prove  bribery  and 
other  irregularities  against  the  sitting  members  in 
procuring  votes. 

Then  the  sitting  members  proceeded  to  disqtia- 
lify  the  petitioners'  voters,  and  several  witnesses 
being  heard,  the  committee  resolved : 

**  That  the  right  of  election  of  burgesses  to  serve 
in  Parliament  for  this  borough  is  in  the  freemen 
commonly  called  out-sitters,  as  well  as  the  freemen 
inhabiting  within  the  said  borough/* 

*'  That  Sir  Robert  Rich  is  duly  elected." 
"  That    Henry   Heveningham,   esq.,    is    duly 
elected.** 

Dec.  22,  1693.     A  petition  of  Sir  Henry  John- 
son, knt.,  against  the  return  of  Sir  Robert  Rich 
and  Henry  Heveningham,  esq. 
No  report. 

Nov.  24,  1708.  A  petition  of  Sir  Richard  Allen 
and  the  Hon.  Daniel  Harvey,  esq.,  against  the 
return  of  Sir  Charles  Bloyce  and  Robert  Kemp, 
esq.>  complaining  of  bribery,   menaces,  treating. 
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and  other  illegal  practices,  and  tliat  Sir  Cfaaries 
Bloyce  was  not  capable  of  being  elected,  <Nr  re- 
turned, as  being  one  of  the  bailiffs;  nor  had  the 
other  bailiff  alone  any  authority  to  make  a  return, 
the  two  bailiffs  making  but  one  officer. 

Feb.  5,  1709.  The  House  proceeded  to  bear 
the  matter  of  the  said  election,  and  the  counsel  on 
both  sides ;  when  witnesses  were  examined,  and 
it  was  resolved : 

"  That  the  right  of  election  of  burgesaes  to  sem 
in  Parliament  for  this  borough  is  only  in  the  free- 
men inhabiting  within  the  said  borough,  not  re- 
ceiving alms.'' 

"  That  Sir  Charles  BloyCe,  bart.,  is  not  duly 
elected.** 

*'  That  Robert  Kemp  is  not  duly  elected." 
*'  That  Sir  Richard  Allen  is  duly  elected." 
"  That  Daniel  Harvey,  esq.,  is  duly  elected." 
Oct.  18,  1733.     A  petition  of  Sir  Robert  HicA, 
bart.,  and  Charles  Long,  esq.,  i^nst  the  return  of 
Sir  George  Downing,  bart.,  and  Captain  Vernon, 
complaining  of  bribery  and  other  undue  practices. 
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CORPORATION 

Consists  of  two  baiiiffs  and  13  capital  burgesses* 

RIGHT  OP  ELECTION 

In  this  borough^  (if  we  may  be  allowed  to  call 
it  by  such  a  name)  is  in  the  Freemen  inhabiting 
within  the  remains  of  the  borough,  and  not  re« 
ceiving  alms. 

Number  op  totsrs— ^14^ 

Returning  oppicBRS — two  Ba^iliffs. 

PROPRiETORs-^Lord  Huntingfield  and  Snow«- 
don  Barne,  esq. 

POLITICAL    CHARACTER* 

Dunwich,  which  was  formerly  a  celebrated  city, 
a  see  of  a  bishop,  an  important  sea-port,  and  the 
most  considerable  place  in  the  county  of  Suffolk, 
is  now  a  remarkable  proof  of  the  instability  of  ail 
sublunary  things ;  it  being  reduced  to  a  mean  vil- 
lage, composing  only  forty- two  houses,  and  half  a 
church,  the  other  part  having  been  demolished. 
It  still,  however^  retains  the  name  of  a  corpora- 
tion, having  two  bailiffs,  and  twelve  capital  bur- 
gesses, one  half  of  whom  are  named  by  Lord 
Huntingfield,  and  the  rest  by  Mr.  Barne,  who  are 
joint  proprietors  of  thin  branch  of  British  repre- 
sentation. 

The  destruction  of  this  bwough  was  occasioned 
by  the  incursion  of  the  sea,  seven  of  its  parishes 
out  of  eight  having  been  destroyed  :  and  the  en- 
croachment that  is  still  making  will  probably,  in  a 
few  years,  oblige  the  constituent  body  to  betake 
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ship,  but  are  almost  covered  with  ivy.  This  town 
being  built  on  a  hill  consi&ting  of  loam  and  sand, 
it  is  no  wodder  the  sea  bad  auch  an  effect  upon  it, 
as  to  undermine  and  wash  it  away. 

ORFORD. 

Orpord,  a  decayed  borough^  in  the  parish  of 
Sudborn,  and  hundred  of  Plomsgate,  Suffolk,  is 
situated  near  the  confluence  of  the  rivers  One  and 
the  Aide,  6  miles  from  Aldeborough,  and  90  from 
London  ;  containing  83  houses,  and  7^1  inhabit- 
ants. It  is  an  ill-built  town,  but  was  once  a  place 
of  considerable  trade,  till  the  sea  throwing  up  a 
dangerous  bar  at  the  mouth  of  the  harbour,  it  was 
choaked  up,  and  the  town  fell  to  decay.  The 
market  is  on  Monday.     Fair,  June  94. 

REPRESJCNTATIVE  HISTORY. 

This  borough,  as  Dr.  Willis  writes,  was  sum- 
moned to  send  burgesses  to  Parliament  during  all 
King  Edward  the  First's  time,  from  the  time  of  the 
first  general  summons.  But  Mr.  Prynne's  list  is 
only  from  the  SSrd  of  Edward  I.,  and  Mr.  Holmes 
hath  added  the  36th  of  Edward  I.  After  this  we 
find  it  discontinued  till  Henry  the  Eighth's  time, 
and  has  since  been  constantly  summoned. 

Petitions,  &c.  Dec.  12,  1698.  A  petition 
of  Sir  Edward  Bacon,  bart.,  and  William  Johnson, 
esq.,  against  the  return  of  Sir  Thomas*  Felton  and 
Sir  Charles  Hedges. 

Nov.  16, 1699.  The  petitioners  presented  their 
petition  again,  to  the  same  effect. 
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Jao.  14.    A  petition  of  Daniel  Whidby,  esq.,  to    ^ 
the  same  effect. 

No  report. 

Nov.  4,  170S.  A  petition  of  Edward  Griffith 
and  Charles  May,  esq.,  complaining  of  an  undue 
return  of  Sir  Edmund  Bacon  and  Sir  Edward 
Turner. 

A  petition  of  Thomas  Thurston,  esq.,  mayor  of 
this  borough,  and  several  of  the  commonalty  and 
freemen  to  the  same  effect. 

No  report. 

Nov.  24,  1708.  A  petition  of  William  Thomp- 
son, of  the  Middle  Temple,  esq.,  complaining  of 
lin  undue  return  of  Sir  Edward  Turner,  and  Cle- 
ment Corrance,  and  bribery,  menaces,  and  other 
indirect  practices. 

Resolved  :  *^  That  the  right  of  election  of 
burgesses  to  serve  in  Parliament  for  this  borough 
is  in  the  mayor,  portmen,  capital  burgesses,  and 
Oreemen,  not  receiving  alms  or  charity.'* 

Resolved :  **  That  Clement  Corrance,  esq.,  is 
duly  elected." 

*•  That  Sir  Edward  Turner  is  not  duly  elected." 

**  That  William  Thompson,  esq.,  is  duly  elected; 
and  ordered  the  return  to  be  amended." 

Oct.  Sd,  1799.  A  petition  of  Thomas  Norton, 
and  Thomas  Dacres,  esq.,  against  the  return  of 
Dudley  North  and  William  Acton,  esqrs. 

Nov.  87.     Petition  withdrawn. 

Jan.  23, 1735.  Colonel  John  Cope,  and  Joseph 
Wyndham  Ashe,  esq.,  petitioned. 

Renewed  2nd  and  3rd  sessions,  but  no  deter- 
mination. 
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rotten  boroughs  were  termed  by  the  great  Lord 
Chatham,  was  fonnerly  the  property  of  Pryce 
Devereux,  Lord  Viscount  Hereford,  whose  exe- 
cutors sold  it  to  the  late  Marquis  of  Hertfordt 
father  of  the  present  possessor. 

The  right  of  election  in  this  nominal  borough  is 
vested  in  a  mayor*  recorder,  eight  portmen,  and 
twelve  capital  burgesses ;  but  this  number,  we 
understand,  is  never  complete^  and  mostly  com- 
posed of  non-residents  who  are  the  brothers  and 
relations  of  the  proprietor.  The  constituent  and 
representative  body  being  generally  made  up  of 
this  nobleman's  family,  the  usual  mode  of  canvas- 
sing is  dispensed  with,  and  the  election  is  made 
amongst  themselves,  without  any  hazard  of  con- 
test or  opposition. 
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Alpborough  is  a  borough  and  market  town 
in  the  hundred  of  Plomsgate,  Suffolk,  3  miles 
from  Orford^  and  94  from  London  ;  contains  801 
houses,  and  804  inhabitants.  It  is  pleasantly 
situated  in  the  valley  of  Slaughton.  The  sea 
washes  the  east  side  of  it,  and  the  river  Aide  runs 
by  the  south  end,  and  affords  a  good  quay.  The 
encroachments  of  the  sea  upon  the  town  have 
made  considerable  ravages,  nearly  one  entire  street 
being  washed  away.  Here  is  a  small  market  on 
Wedmesday  and  Saturday. 
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said  borough  not  receiving  alms/'  9dly.  ^*  That 
the  right  of  election  is  in  the  bailiffs  and  burgesses 
only  resident  within  the  said  borough,  and  not 
receiving  alms/'  3dly.  Resolved,  "  That  Sir 
Henry  Johnson  is  not  duly  elected/'  4thly.  Re- 
solved, <^  That  William  Johnson,  esq.,  is  not  duly 
elected/'  5thly.  Resolved, ''  That  John  Moles- 
worth,  esq.,  is  duly  elected/'  6thly,  Resolved^ 
"  That  John  Holt,  esq.,  is  duly  elected/'  The 
first  four  resolutions  being  severally  read  a  second 
time,  the  same  were,  upon  the  question,  severally 
put  thereupon,  negatived  by  the  House,  and  the 
sitting  members  were  consequently  duly  elected. 

CORPORATION 

Consists  of  twelve  superior  and  twelve  inferior 
burgesses,  firom  amongst  whom  two  bailiffs  are 
appointed. 

RIGHT  OF  ELECTION 

Dec.  93,  1709.  Is  in  the  Bailiffs,  Burgesses, 
and  Freemen,  not  receiving  alms. 

Number  of  voters — about  35. 

Returning  officers — the  two  Bailiffs. 

Patron — Sir  Claude  Champion  De  Crespigny, 
bart. 

POLITICAL  CHARACTER. 

The  right  of  election  appears  to  have  been  an- 
ciently in  the  inhabitant  householders  paying  scot 
and  lot :  but  limited,  by  the  resolution  of  1709)  to 
the  bailiffs,  burgesses,  and  freemen,  not  receiving 
alms ;  which  right  was  again  attempted  to  be  fur- 
ther confined  in  171^,  by  omitting  the  word/r^e- 
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made  concerning  the  right  of  election  of  members 
for  this  borough. 

April  9th.  A  report  made  of  their  validity,  and 
their  charters  to  be  examined  elsewhere. 

Nov.  12,  1675.  A  petition  of  George  Welsh, 
esq.,  complaining  of  an  undue  election  of  Robert 
Reeves,  esq, 

Feb.  IS,  1677.  Resolved:  "  That  Robert 
Reeves,  esq.,  is  duly  elected/* 

Oct.  98,  1680.  A  petition  of  Sir  Charles 
Gaudy  and  Sir  Robert  Reeves,  against  the  return 
of  Charles  Fox,  esq.,  and  Geoige  Welsh,  esq. 

Dec.  8,  1680.  Resolved  :  '*  That  Sir  Charles 
Gaudy  and  Sir  Robert  Reeves  are  not  duly 
elected.*' 

Resolved  :  ^*  That  Charles  Fox,  esq.,  and 
George  Welsh,  esq.,  are  duly  elected  :" — to  which 
the  House  agreed,  and  ordered  the  return  to  be 
amended. 

The  House,  taking  notice  of  several  abuses  and 
misdemeanors  committed  in  this  borough  and  cor- 
poration relating  to  elections,  and  otherwise. 

Ordered:  '^  A  committee  be  appointed  to  exa- 
mine into  the  said  abuses  and  misdemeanors,  and 
report  the  same,  with  their  opinion. 

No  report. 

March  S4.  A  petition  of  Sir  George  Dun- 
combe  and  George  Welsh. 

No  report. 

CORPORATION. 

Two  baihffs,  a  recorder,  ten  principal,  and 
twenty-four  inferior  burgesses. 
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is  divided  into  13  hundreds,  viz.  Blackheath, 
Brixton,  Coptborne  and  £fl9gnbani,  Elmbridge, 
Farnham,  Godalming,  Godley  and  Chertsey, 
Kingston,  Reigate,  Tandridge  Wallington,  Wok- 
ing and  Wooton ;  has  six  boroughs,  Gatton,  Hasle- 
xnere,  Bletchingley,  Guildford,  Reigate  and  South- 
wark  ;  and  eight  market-towns,  Chertsey,  Croy- 
don, Dorking,  Epsom,  Ewell,  Farnham,  Kingston 
and  Woking,  and  140  parishes;  the  whole  con- 
taining 46,072  houses,  and  969,043  inhabitants, 
viz.  137,138  males  and  1 4 1 ,905  females,  of  whom 
43,865  were  employed  in  trade  and  manufacture, 
and  3,746  in  agriculture.  The  amount  of  money 
raised  for  the  maintenance  of  the  poor  in  1803, 
was  179,005/.  at  the  rate  of  5s.  Sd.  in  the  pound. 
The  assessment  under  the  act  granting  the  tax  on 
property  in  1806,  was  3,646,783/.  the  average  scale 
of  mortality  from  the  registered  burials  in  ten  years, 
appears  to  have  been  as  1  to  41  of  the  existing  po- 
pulation. It  is  included  in  the  Home  Circuit,  the 
province  of  Canterbury,  and  diocese  of  Win- 
chester ;  it  sends  14  members  to  Parliament,  two 
for  each  of  the  boroughs,  and  two  for  the  county. 

REPRESENTATIVE    HISTORY. 

This  county  has  been  represented  in  Parliament 
from  the  93d  of  Edward  I.,  and  was  joined  with 
the  county  of  Sussex  under  one  sheriff. 

Petitions,  &c.  Nov.  35,  1695.  A  petition 
of  Edward  Harvey,  esq.,  complaining  of  an  undue 
return  of  Denzill  Onslow,  esq. 

Report,  petitioner  objected  to  several  of  the 
sitting  member's  votes,  as  no  freeholders :  in  an- 
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17S4  the  Hon.  William  Norton  was  the  object  of 
their  choice,  asd  Sir  Robert  was  thrown  out. 

At  the  general  election  in  1790}  Lord  Wiiliaia 
Russell,  brother  to  the  Duke  of  Bedford,  and  the 
Hon.  W.  C.  Finch  were  elected. 

At  the  succeeding  general  elections  in  1796, 
1S03,  and  1B06,  Lord  William  Russell  and  Sir 
John  Frederic  were  chosen.  In  1806,  those 
gentlemen  were  opposed  by  Samuel  Thornton, 
esq.,  when  a  most  extraordinary  circumstance  oc« 
curred.  Mr.  Thornton  expected  to  defeat  Lord 
William  Russell,  but  his  lordship  kept  at  the  head 
of  the  poll  during  the  whole  election,  and  Mr. 
Thornton  was  one  hundred  and  thirty  votes  above 
Sir  John  Frederic.  In  this  state  of  the  poll  Mr. 
Thornton  thought  proper  to  decline,  when  the 
sheriff  by  consent  of  parties  returned  Lord  Wm. 
Russell  and  Sir  John  Frederic.  The  latter  gentle- 
man being  at  the  time  the  return  was  signed  above 
one  hundred  and  thirty  votes  inferior  to  the  num- 
bers polled  for  Mr.  Thornton. 

It  has  been  the  constant  practice  in  the  rotten 
boroughs  for  persons  exercising  the  powers  of  re- 
turning officer  to  admit  votes  for  the  candidate 
they  chose  to  favour,  who  did  not  possess  even  a 
colourable  qualification,  and  to  refuse  others  for  the 
opposite  candidate,  against  whom  no  legal  objec- 
tion could  be  made ;  and  it  appears  by  the  journals 
that  this  scandalous  conduct  has  been  carried  on 
with  impunity  ever  since  the  restoration.  The 
only  punishment  that  has  ever  been  inflicted  upon 
such  a  flagrant  violation  of  the  rights  of  election^ 
has  been  lo  order  the  delinquent  into  custody  for 
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SouTHWARK,  a  borough  in  the  county  of  Sur- 
rey, and  a  suburb  in  the  city  of  London,  lying  on 
the  opposite  side  of  the  "thames,  and  connected 
with  the  metropolis  by  London  bridge ;  containing 
10,933  houses,  inhabited  by  67944S  persons,  viz. 
31,704  malcs^  and  35,741  females,  of  whom  15,037 
were  employed  in  various  trades.  From  its  extent 
and  population,  it  is  equal  to  many  cities,  as  well 
as  in  opulence  and  trade. 

BEPRESENTAXIYE  HISTORVw 

This  borough  is  separated  from  the  city  of  Lort- 
don  by  the  River  Thames  only.  It  is  not  ascer- 
tained at  what  time  it  first  sent  representatives. 

Petitions,  &c.  Feb.  96,  1592.  Upon  a  mo- 
tion of  Sir  George  Moore's,  touching  the  election 
of  one  Richard  Hutton,  gent.,  who  being  bailiff  of 
this  borough  elected  himself,  and  was  returned  by 
the  sheriff.  The  question  was,  whether  this  be 
good  ? 

March  3.  Mr.  Speaker  attended  the  lord-keeper, 
touching  his  lordship's  pleasure  for  the  directing 
of  a  new  writ  for  choosing  another  burgess  for  this 
borough,  instead  of  Mr.  Hutton,  supposed  to  have 
been  unduly  and  indirectly  elected. 

His  lordship's  answer  was,  that  the  said  return 
of  a  bui^ess  for  this  borough  should  stand. 
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this  borough,  complaining  of  an  undue  election 
and  return. 

Upon  which  the  question  was,  whether  any 
who  did  not  pay  scot  and  lot  had  a  right  to  vote  ? 

For  the  petitioners  it  was  insisted  that  none  had 
a  right  to  elect  but  those  who  did  pay  scot  and 
lot;  of  which  number  it  was  alleged  Mr.  Smith 
and  Mr.  Bowyer  had  the  plurality. 

That  according  to  the  poll  taken  by  the  bailiff, 
Sir  Peter  Rich  had  1,677:  Mr.  Arnold  9,130  ;  Mr. 
Smith  1,596;  Mr.  Bowyer  1,S60. 

But  raggested  that  of  those  who  paid  scot  and 
lot  Mr.  Smith  had  664 ;  Mr.  Arnold  had  696 ; 
Mr.  Bowyer  538  ;  Sir  Peter  Rich  464. 

After  some  d^mte  an  agreement  of  the  candi- 
dates was  read,  to  poU  all  housekeepers  not  re- 
ceiving alms. 

Resolved,  ^  That  the  right  of  election  of  bur- 
gesses to  serve  in  Parliament  for  this  borough,  is 
in  all  the  Inhabitants  being  housekeepers,  not  re- 
ceiving alms.'^ 

Resolved,  **  That  Sir  Peter  Rich,  knt.,  and  John 
Arnold,  esq.,  are  duly  elected. 

March  37,  1690.  A  petition  of  Sir  Peter  Rich 
and  Sir  Thomas  Cook,  knts.,  against  the  return  of 
Anthony  Bowyer  and  John  Arnold,  esqrs. 

Oct.  11.  Another  petition  from  the  same 
i^tinst  the  same. 

No  report. 

Nwr.  95,  1695.  A  petition  of  Sir  George 
Meggot,  knt.,  complaining  of  an  undue  return  of 
Anthony  Bowyer  and  Charles  Cox,  esq.,  and  that 
William  Eyre,  esq.,  bailiff,  committed  many  un« 
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Ordered,  "  That  Sir  George  Meggot  be  taken 
into  the  custody  of  the  sergeant  at  arms  attending 
this  House." 

Oct.  S4,  170S.  A  petition  of  John  Lade,  esq.^ 
complaining  of  an  undue  return  of  Charles  Cox 
and  John  Cholmley,  esqrs.,  and  that  the  agents 
and  servants  of  Mr.  Cox  and  Mr.  Cholmley  caused 
a  great  riot,  whereby  many  persons  who  would 
have  voted  for  the  petitioner  were  prevented. 

Resolved,  ^'  That  there  was  a  great  tumult  and 
riot  at  the  election  of  burgesses  to  serve  in  this 
present  Parliament  for  this  borough.'' 

Resolved,  **  That  the  said  tumult  and  riot  was 
committed  by  the  servants  of,  and  agents  for, 
Charles  Cox,  and  John  Cholmley,  esqrs.'' 

After  this  the  counsel  for  the  petitioner  pro- 
ceeded in  regard  to  the  right  of  election,  and  said 
that  the  inhabitants  at  large  had  been  admitted  to 
vote  at  this  election,  on  pretence  of  which  the  pri- 
soners in  the  King's  Bench  had  sometimes  voted, 
and  so  many  others^  that  it  was  impossible  ever  to 
have  a  fair  election,  or  a  scrutiny ;  that  none  of 
common  right  ought  to  vote,  but  such  as  were 
liable  to  pay  wages  to  their  members  ;  and  those 
were  only  such  as  paid  scot  and  lot. 

For  the  sitting  members  it  was  contended  that 
all  housekeepers  not  receiving  alms  had  a  right  to 
vote. 

Resolved,  *'  That  the  right  of  election  of  bur- 
gesses to  serve  in  Parliament  for  this  borough  is 
only  in  the  Inhabitants  paying  scot  and  lot." 

Resolved,  '« That  Charles  Cox,  and  John 
Cholmley,  esqrs.,  are  not  duly  elected." 
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tavi^rn,  and  anothcar  reckoning  of  13«.  or  14^.  for 
b^r^ 

Harria  aaidt  9%i.  w%b  expended  at  his  Houa^t 
and  CoJoQf  I  Maggot  bud  the  UUU 

Francis  said,  that  before  and  at  the  tune  of  the 
deeHpn,  be  atiw  Sir  Qeftige  Matthews  pay  about 
SO/,  at  the  Vine. 

White  aaid,  Arnold  aiyl  Qaylia  who  voted  for 
Sir  Q^oige  paid  km  «  biU  <rf  »/.  for  beer  for  thK 
voti?ra. 

Resolved^  <'  That  Edmund  Hi^aey  is  not  4m\9 
eleel»d/' 

Reaolv^  <«  That  Sir  Cieprge  ISfatthf^ws  is  duly 
elected/' 

Reaolved,  *'  That  at  the  la^te  election  Hei^ry 
Martin,  esq.,  the  bailiff  of  tbia  W^mgh  was  guilty 
of  arbitrary  and  ill^al  proceedings  ia  breach  of 
the  privil^e  of  this  House,  apd  tending  to  the 
subversion  of  the  freedom  of  ele^tipp. 

Ordered,  **  That  the  aaid  fleory  Martin^  esq., 
be,  for  his  said  offence,  taken  into  custody  of  the 
aeigeaptat  arms  attending  thia  House." 

Marqh  i,  1713.  A  petition  qf  Sir  Gepi^ge  Mat- 
thewat  and  Samuel  Rushi  esq.,  qomplcMning  of  aa 
nqdue  return  of  John  Lade  and  Fiaber  Tepcb, 
eaqrao  by  bribery  and  illegal  practices  of  the  baili^. 

April  SO,  1714.  That  the  right  of  election  ^as 
agreed  to  be  in  the  Inbabitaots  payi|ig  scot  and 
lot. 

The  poll  waa, 

For  Mr. Ifade  . , •.798 

Mr.  Tench ...77Q 

Sir  Gaofge  Mattbewa 721 

Mr^Rusb .....7XQ 
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1 7€%  the  chairman  reported  to  the  House,  that  the 
petition  was  frivolous,  vexatious,  and  groundless. 
The  House  ordered  Mr.  Belcbier  to  make  satis- 
faction. 

Sir  Richard  Hotham,  hart.,  and  several  of  the 
electors  petitioned  against  the  return  of  Paul  Le 
Mesurier,  esq.  On  the  4th  of  Aprils  1785,  the 
chairoian  of  the  committee  appointed  to  try  thi» 
contested  election,  reported  to  the  House  that 
the  sitting  member  was  duly  elected. 

In^    1796,    George    Tierney,    esq.,   petitioned  cufford, 
against  the  return  of  George  Woodford  Theltus- p- "^''^'• 
son,  esq.  November  1 1 ,  the  chairman  of  the  com- 

w 

Hiittee  appointed  to  try  this  election  reported  to 
the  House,  that  the  allegations  in  the  petition  of 
Mr;  Tierney  against  the  return  of  Mr.  Thellusson, 
as  one  of  the  representatives  of  Parliament  for  the 
borough  of  Sbuthwark,  and  the  evidence  that  had- 
been  adduced  in  behalf  of  Mr.  Tierney,  were  suf- 
ficient to  make  the  same  a  void  election. 
-  G.  W.  Thellusson,  esq.,  having  been  returned  ciifibrd, 
again,  George  Tierney,  esq.,  petitioned  against  his  l^^^  ^ 
second  election.     The  question  in  dispute  was,  p^,^^^„ 
whether  or  not  Mr.   Thellusson  who  had  been  ▼•»•?• '^7. 
guilty  of  treating,   was,    in   the    circumstances, 
eligible  ?     The  committee  that  tried  this  case  re- 
ported to  the  House,  Dec.  21,  1796,  that  G.  W. 
Thellusson,  esq.,  was  not -eligible  to  be  elected, 
and  ought  not  tp  have  been  elected  ;  that  George 
Tierney,  esq.,  the  petitioner,  was  duly  elected,  and 
ought  to  havebeen  returned,  and  that  the  petition, 
or  the  opposition  made  to  it,  was  not  frivolous  or 
vexatious. • .  ,        . 
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In  }S13» 

For  C  Calvert^  esq S180 

H.  ThoratOD,  esq. 1S04 

W.  J.  Burdett,  esq 549 

COfiPORATIOX. 

It  18  under  the  jorisdiction  of  the  corporation  of 
Loncton. 

RIGHT   OF   BLECTIOir. 

Nov.   IO4   1709.     Is  only  in  the  Inhabitants 
thereof  paying  scot  and  lot. 

NuMBSa  OF  VOTER8-*ab0Ut  9000. 
RSTURNIKG  OFFICSR^-^the  Bailiff. 

POLITICAL   CHARACTER. 

This  borough  it  not  under  influence  in  any  de* 
gree,  or  of  any  kind,  owing  to  its  great  population 
and  opulence,  and  the  right  of  election  being  vested 
in  the  inhabitants,  housekeepers,  paying  scot  and 
lot.  It  consists  of  dre  parishes,  St.  John's,  St. 
Oiave's,  St.  Thomas's,  St.  George's,  and  St.  Sa- 
viour's. Christ^church  parish  formed  a  part  of 
this  borough  by  the  charter  of  Edward  VI.,  but 
owing  to  disuse  it  has  lost  the  privilege  of  voting, 
aa  well  as  great  part  of  the  parish  of  St.  Saviour, 
which  is  called  the  Clink  Liberty.  The  parish  of 
Christ-church  is  on  the  south  side  of  Blackfriars- 
bridge,  and  was  formerly  part  of  the  parish  of  St. 
Saviour,  but  has  been  separated  by  act  of  parlia- 
ment. This  parish,  in  conjunction  with  the  Clink 
Liberty,  has  undoubtedly  a  right  to  suffrages,  in 
common  with  the  other  parishes  of  the  borough ; 
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ants,  some  time  after,  recovered  their  former  privi- 
leges, which  they  enjoyed  till  King  Edward  VI. 
granted  Southwark  to  the  city  of  London,  for  the 
sum  of  647/.  9s.  Id. ;  and  about  a  month  after  the 
passing  of  this  patent,  Southwark  was  made  one  of* 
the  city  wards,  named  Bridge  Ward  Without,  in 
consideration  of  the  city's  paying  to  the  crown  an 
additional  sum  of  500  marks;  upon  which  the 
number  of  aldermen  was  increased  from  twenty- 
five  to  twenty-six,  a  new  one  being  chosen  to  go- 
vern that  borough.  Hence  Southwark  has  ever 
since  been  considered  as  subject  to  the  lord  mayor, 
who  has  under  him  a  steward  and  bailiff,  the  former 
of  whom  regularly  holds  a  court  of  record,  in  the 
hall  on  St.  Margaret's  hill,  for  all  debts,  damages, 
and  trespasses  within  his  limits ;  and  the  lord 
mayor  proclaims  a  fair  held  at  Southwark  on  the 
19th  of  September. 

It  is  divided  into  two  parts ;  the  Borough  Li- 
berty, in  which  the  lord  mayor's  steward  or  bailiff 
holds  the  above  courts ;  and  the  Clink,  or  Manor 
of  Southwark,  which  is  subdivided  into  the  Great 
Liberty,  the  Guildhall,  and  the  King's  Manor ;  for 
each  of  which  subdivisions,  a  court-leet  is  held, 
where  the  constables,  ale-conners,  and  flesh- 
tasters,  are  chosen,  and  other  business  transacted. 
The  Clink  Liberty  is  under  the  jurisdiction  of  the 
bishop  of  Winchester,  who,  besides  a  court-leet, 
keeps  a  court  of  record  here,  by  his  steward  and 
bailiff,  for  pleas  of  debt,  damages,  and  trespasses. 
Court-leets  are  also  kept  at  Bermondsey  and  Ro- 
therhithe. 
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''  That  John  Wetton,  €sq«,  is  duly  elected.'' 
Dec.  19,  1698.     A  petition  of  John  Weston, 
esq.,  complaiiiiiig  of  an  undue  return  of  Foot  On« 
ulow^  esq. 

Nov.  16, 1699.     Another  petition  of  John  Wes- 
ton  to  the  same  effect. 
No  report, 

Dec.  1,  1710.  A  petition  of  Morgan  Randy II, 
esq.,  complaining  of  an  undue  return  of  Robert 
Wroth,  esq.,  by  notorious  bribery,  and  other  un- 
lawful practices. 

Feb.  3,  1711.  Reported,  "  That  the  right  of 
election  was  agreed  to  be  in  the  mayor,  freemen^ 
and  freeholders  of  the  said  borough,  residing  in 
the  borough,  paying  scot  and  lot.  And  it  was 
a^[reed :  that  one  who  had  served  seven  years'  ap- 
prentice to  a  freeman  w«b,  ipso  facto^  a  fineeman.'' 
The  poll  itas. 

For  Mr.  Wroth *. Ill 

Mr.  RandyH lOS 

To  take  off  thirteen  of  Mr.  Wroth's  votes; 
eight  as  not  qualified,  and  five  others  on  account 
of  bribery;  they  called  several  witnesses  who 
proved  the  same. 

Resolved  :  "  That  Robert  Wroth,  esq.,  is  not 
duly  elected." 

*<  That  Morgan  Randyll  is  duly  elected.*' 
March  I9i  1713.    A  petition  of  John  Walter, 
esq.,  complaining  of  an  undue  return  of  Denzil 
Onslow,  esq. 

A(Mril  37.  Sir  Gilbert  Dolben  repoMed  the 
mister  of  the  said  election. 

"  That  the  right  of  election  was  agreed  to  be  in 
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Feb.  3,  1710.  It  was  agreed,  that  one  who 
had  served  seven  years  to  a  freeman,  was,  ipio 
facto,  a  freeman. 

Number  of  voters — about  170, 

Returning  officer — the  Mayor. 

Patron — Earl  of  Onslow. 

POLITICAL   CHARACTER. 

From  the  year  172S  to  1774,  this  borough  was 
under  the  absolute  influence  of  the  Onslow  &mily« 
and  it  was  invariably  represented  by  some  branches, 
of  it ;  but  in  1774,  the  late  Sir  Fletcher  Norton 
obtained  an  interest  here,  and  continued  to  repre- 
sent it  till  he  was  created  Lord  Grantley,  in  1783 ; 
from  which  period  till  the  last  election  in  1819, 
General  Norton  continued  to  be  one  of  its  mem- 
bers, with  the  exception  of  the  general  election  in 
1796,  when  George  Holme  Sumner,  esq.,  ob- 
tained one  return,  with  the  assistance  of  Lord 
Onslow.  At  the  last  general  election  in  1819, 
the  Earl  of  Onslow  appears  to  have  recovered 
the  family  influence  by  nominating  both  the  mem- 
bers. 

This  influence  is  maintained  principally  by 
govetrnment  patronage.  A  barber,  who  was  an 
alderman  of  this  corporation,  has  been  a  patent 
land- waiter  in  the  port  of  London :  and  prefer* 
ment  is  distributed  here  as  in  all  other  boroughs, 
among  those  who  have  the  merit  of  serving  elec- 
tion purposes. 

The  town  of  Guildford,  Uke  Taunton  and  many 
others,  has  not  more  than  half  of  its  district  and 
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boroucfh  gaid,  that  if  Mr.  Chute  and  Mr.  Gresham 
bad  but  five  voicea^  he  would  return  them  ;  arfd 
that  it  lav  in  his  little  pate  to  return  whom  be 
pleased/' 

May  21.  The  said  bailiff  being  brought,  by  the 
sergeant  at  arms,  to  the  table  of  the  House,  the 
return  of  the  bailiff  was  amended,  by  erasing  oiit 
the  names  of  Mr.  Chute  and  Mr.  Gresham,  and 
inserting  the  names  of  Mr.  Evelyn  and  Mr.  Mor- 
rice. 

And  the  sanl  baiKff  being  then  taken  to  the  bar 
of  this  House,  Mr.  Speaker  did  reprove  him  for  his 
offence,  and  let  him  know  he  was  worthy  6f  severer 
punishment,  and  liable  to  be  sued  at  law  for  his 
false  return.  And  the  said  bailiff  appearing  to  be 
a  very  ignorant  person,  and  humbly  craving  par- 
don and  m^rey  of  the  House  on  his  knees,  he  was 
ordered  to  be  discharged,  paying  his-  fees. 

Oct.  25,  1680.  A  petition  of  Denzil  Onslow, 
esq.;  also  a  petition  of  Francis  Donnington,  esq., 
against  the  return  of  Sir  WHIiam  Moore,  hart. 

Nov.  1  F.  Resolved :  "That  Sir  William  Moore, 
bart.,  is  not  duly  elected.'* 

Resolved,  "  That  Denzil  Onslow,  esq.,  and 
Francis  Dorrington,  esq.,  are  duly  elected." 

Mr.  Treby  also  reported,  **  That  it  appeared  to 
the  committee,  that  William  Rapley,  the  bailiff  of 
the  said  borough,  did,  on  the  30th  of  Augim, 
ie79i  make  a  false  return  of  Sir  William  Moore, 
bart. 

And  at  a  trial  of  an  action  afterwards  brought 
by  Mr.  Odslow  against  the  returning  officer,  for  a 
false  return,  the  opinion,  that  the  occasional  con«* 
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Nov.  10.  Mr.  Oglethorpe  having  heen  proved 
of  age,  the  committee  resolved  i 

**  That  Lewis  Oglethorpe,  esq.,  is  duly  elected.** 

Dec.  5,  1710.  A  petition  of  Nicholas  Carew, 
esq.,<x>mp)aining  of  an  undue  return  of  Theophilus 
Oglethorpe,  esq.,  by  bribery  and  other  indirect 
practices,  and  prevailing  with  William  Elliot,  the 
bailiff,  to  act  partially. — No  report. 

March  3,  1713.  A  petition  of  Theophilus  Ogle- 
thorpe,  esq.,  complaining  of  an  undue  return  of 
Thomas  Onslow,  esq.,  by  bribes,  &c. 

March  4.  The  aforesaid  petition  appearing  not 
to  be  duly  signed  by  Mr.  Oglethorpe, 

Resolved,  ^^  That  the  said  petition  be  rejected." 

March  28,  1715.  A  petition  of  John  Walter 
and  George  Vernon,  esqrs.,  against  the  return  of 
Sir  Montague  Blundell  and  Sir  Nicholas  Carew. 

A  petition  of  several  freeholders  resident  within 
this  borough  to  the  same  effect. — No  report. 

Oct.  18i  179S.  A  petition  of  the  Right  Hon. 
Montague  Lord  Viscount  Blundell,  of  the  king- 
dom of  Ireland,  and  More  Mollynetix,  esq.,  com- 
plaining of  an  undue  return  of  James  Oglethorpe 
and  Peter  Burrell,  esqrs.,  by  the  partiality  of  Wil- 
liam Hiaslegrove,  the  pretended  returning  officer. 

Feb.  3,  1793.    Petition  withdrawn. 

Nov.  14,  1754.  Lieutenant^neral  James  Ogle- 
thorpe petitioned. 

Petition  withdrawn. 

Nov.  95,  1769.  Richard  Muilman  and  Thomas 
Parker,  esqrs.,  petitioned. 

Feb.  19,  1769.    Petitions  withdrawn. 

May  10,  1768.  Lieutenant-general  James  Ogle- 
thorpe  and  John  Johnstone,  esq.,  petitioned. 
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and  manor  or  not,  exclusive  of  any  lands  or  tene- 
ments which  are,  or  have  been,  parcel  of  waste 
ground  of  the  said  borough  and  manor,  or  any 
messuages  or  buildings,  which  are,  or  shall  be, 
standing  thereon. 

NCMBSR  OF  VOTERS — 64. 

.  Returning  officer — the  Bailiff,  appointed 
by  the  lord  of  the  manor. 
Proprietor — £arl  of  Lonsdale. 

POLITICAL    CHARACTER. 

Haslemere  is  what  is  commonly  called  a  pocket 
borough  ;  the  right  of  election  having  been  pur- 
chased of  the  late  General  Oglethorpe,  the  late 
Mr.  Molineux,  and  a  few  individual  burgage- 
holders,  by  Mr.  Chandler,  an  attorney  of  Guild- 
ford, and  Mr.  Leach,  an  apothecary  of  this  neigh- 
bourhood, upon  aborough-mongeringspeculation^ 
by  which  they  ^jre  reported  to  have  cleared  six 
thousand  pounds. 

The  late  Earl  of  Lonsdale  bought  this  borough 
property  again  of  Mr.  Chandler  and  Mr.  Leach. 
It  consists  of  40  freeholds  out  of  64,  the  remaining 
24  belonging  to  Lord  Gwydir. 

Ten  of  these  freeholds  originate  from  splitting 
two  into  twelve^  and  are  deemed  doubtful  votes. 

The  late  Earl  of  Lonsdale,  not  thinking  it  safe 
to  trust  any  of  the  inhabitants  with  a  conveyance 
of  these  freeholds,  actually  sent  40  of  bis  labourers 
from  his  collieries  in  the  north  of  England  to  reside 
in  this  borough,  erected  cottages  for  their  accom- 
modation, and  allowed  them  half  a  guinea  a  week 
each,  beside  what  they  might  earn  by  their  labour, 
if  they  thought  proper  to  work.     AH' he  required 
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These  were  all  objected  to  by  Mr.  Disney, 
counsel  for  the  opposition  candidates,  as  sham 
conveyances  of  tenements  for  which  the  pretended 
freeholders  were  all  paying  rents  to  the  Earl  of 
Lonsdale  at  the  time ;  but  all  of  them  were  ad- 
mitted as  good  votes  by  the  returning  officer. 

At  the  same  time,  seven  persons,  claiming  to  be 
real  freeholders,  and  resident  inhabitants  within 
the  borough,   tendered  their  votes  for  Admiral 

Graves  and  his  son,  but  were  all  rejected  by  the 
bailiff. 

*  This  conduct  in  the  returning  officer  produced  a 
petition  from  the  opposing  candidates,  which  was 
brought  to  a  hearing  the  first  session  of  the  present 
Parliament,  when  Mr.  Sergeant  Pell,  counsel  for 
the  petitioners,  called  the  Earl  of  Lonsdale's 
steward  to  prove,  that  the  noble  earl  was  possessed 
of  all  the  freeholds  for  which  the  persons  who 
polled  for  the  sitting  members  had  voted. 

The  examination  of  this  witness  was  objected 
to,  on  the  ground  of  his  being  an  agent  to  Lord 
Lonsdale. 

On  the  opposite  side  it  was  contended,  that 
if  he  had  been  agent  to  the  sitting  members^  it 
might  be  objected  to  his  examination,  but  his 
being  agent  to  a  peer  of  the  realm,  who  had  no 
right  to  interfere  in  the  election  of  members  of 
Parliament,  had  no  such  effect. 

His  examination  was  not  admitted.  Lord  Lons- 
dale's rent  collector  was  then  called  to  prove,  that 
he  received  rent  of  all  the  pretended  fi^eholders 
for  the  premises  they  occupied,  and  for  which 
they  voted  at  the  last  election. 
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Feb.  7-  Reported-^One  Smyth,  a  burgess  for  that 
town,  and  a  son  of  Mr.  Copley  appeared;  received  a 
precept  from  the  sheriff  to  the  constable,  the  prin- 
cipal officer  of  the  town  ;  he  delivered  it  to  the 
minister ;  he  published  it  Wednesday  after  for  the 
election. — Mr.  Copley,  lord  of  the  town,  a  recu- 
sant convict,  with  six  of  his  lessees,  no  freeholders, 
made  their  choice  the  Tuesday  before  ;  the  free* 
holders  made  their  choice  on  the  Wednesday  of 
Sir  Thomas  Gresham  and  Sir  Thomas  Bludder. 

This  being  confessed  to  be  true,  all  the  com- 
mittees of  opinion,  the  election  undue  and  return 
void. 

Sir  Henry  Brittayn  offers  to  speak  in  his  own 
case. 

Resolved  :  *'  He  ought  not  to  speak  in  his  own 
CAse,  but  ought  to  go  out  during  the  dispute  con- 
cerning himself/' 

Mr.  Samuel  Sands:  ^*  No  member,  a  delinquent, 
to  be  present  here  at  the  treaty  of  the  business.^^ 

Resolved  :  **  He  shall  be  heard.'* 

Sir  Henry  Brittayn. — **  As  to  the  objection  of  the 
choice  of  him  before  Wednesday,  be  wait  unknown 
to  them.  The  writ  directed  hurgensihus^  and  de- 
livered to  Mr.  Copley.  The  town  but  of  seven 
houses  ;  all  but  one  Copley's  tenants.  That  the 
election  by  them  good,  being  not  by  iireeholders. 
That  they  agreed  upon  their  election  in  Gatton, 
and  sealed  it  casually  in  R}^egate.  That  this  elec-* 
tion  good  in  law.  That  all  the  freeholders  except 
one  dwelt  out  of  town,  and  only  bold  of  the  manor 
witbm  the  manor." 
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Resolved,  upon  the  question:  ^'That  Mr.  Sands's 
election  for  the  borough  of  Gatton  is  good.** 

Resolved,  upon  the  question :  '^  That  Mr.  Sands 
is  well  elected,  and  ought  to  sit  as  a  member  of 
this  House  for  the  borough  of  Gatton/' 

May  5 J  1660.  Mr.  Turner  reported  double  re- 
turn ;  "  That  Thomas  Tui^is  and  William  Old- 
field,  esqrs.,  by  one  indenture ;  and  Roger  James 
and  Robert  Wood,  esqrs.,  in  another,  who  had  the 
minority  of  votes ;  and  the  opinion  is,  that  the 
whole  election  is  void  :'*  whereto  the  House 
agreed. 

Nov.  19,  1696.  A  petition  of  John  Souths  esq., 
complaining  of  an  undue  return  of  Greorge  Evelyn, 

esq. 

A  petition  of  the  burgesses  and  inhabitants  to 
the  same  effect. 

Dec.  15.  Colonel  Wharton  reported,  "  That 
for  Mr.  South,  the  petitioner,  it  was  insisted  the 
right  of  election  was  in  the  inhabitants  not  receiv- 
ing alms,  and  in  the  freeholders  of  the  said  borough, 
having  such  freehold  in  their  own  occupation; 
that  upon  the  poll  the  petitioner  and  Mr.  Evelyn 
had  each  eleven  voices;  but  it  was  insisted  on  be- 
half of  the  petitioner,  that  several  who  voted  for 
Mr.  Evelyn  were  not  qualified,  and  that  four  who 
had  a'  right  to  vote,  and  would  have  voted  for  Mr. 
South,  were  denied." 

For  Mr.  Evelyn  it  was  insisted,  that  the  right  of 
election  was  in  the  fireehofders  of  the  borough  and 
inhabitants  paying  scot  and  lot. 

Resolved  :  '^  That  George  Evelyn,  esq.,  is  duly 
elected  a  burgess  to  serve  in  this  present  Farlia- 
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way,  we  should  think  this  single  instance  suffi- 
cient to  prove  the  necessity  of  immediate  reform ; 
but  when  we  find  no  less  than  four  hundred 
AND  SEVENTY-FOUR  members  out  of  six  hundred 
and  fifty-eight  sent  to  Parliament  by  private  no- 
mination, and  through  the  influence  of  peers  and 
opulent  commoners,  the  fallacious  and  inadequate 
state  of  the  representation  becomes  too  glaring  for 
the  most  besotted  advocate  of  corruption  to  defend. 

This  borough  was  the  property  of  the  late  Sir 
George  Colebroke;  at  the  time  of  his  failure,  it  was 
sold  by  his  assignees  to  Sir  William  Maine,  who 
was  soon  after  created  Lord  Newhaven,  of  the 
kingdom  of  Ireland.  It  was  then  purchased  upon 
speculation,  by  Mr.  Percy,  a  sugar-baker,  and  a 
Mr.  Graham,  who  sold  it  again  to  the  late  Robert 
Ladbroke,  esq.,  the  banker.  In  1795,  it  was  pur- 
chased of  Mr.  Ladbroke  by  John  Petrie,  esq.,  for 
one  hundred  and  ten  thousand  pounds,  fifty  thou- 
sand of  which  was  to  be  retained  by  the  pur- 
chaser, as  we  understand,  to  answer  a  claim  that 
government  had  upon  the  eflfects  of  Sir  George 
Colebroke.  On  the  failure  of  Mr.  Petrie,  it  was 
again  sold  by  his  assignees  to  Mark  Wood,  esq., 
the  present  proprietor,  who  has  been  created  a  ba- 
ronet since  the  purchase. 

In  this  borough  the  proprietor  unites  in  himself 
the  functions  of  member  of  parliament,  magistrate, 
churchwarden,  overseer,  surveyor  of  highwaysj 
and  collector  of  taxes,  and  appoints  at  his  court- 
Jeet  the  constable,  who  is  returning  officer. 
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the  bailiff  has  nothing  to  do  with  the  election. 
2d.  None  but  the  borough-holders  ought  to  have 
votes.  3d.  Mr.  Hayward  was  well  elected,  al- 
though no  public  officer  gave  notice.  The  mis- 
demeanor of  two :  Dr.  Harris  had  been  too  busy 
in  this.  1st.  Gave  out,  Lady  Howard  would  take 
away  90  nobles  a  year  from  the  town,  if  they  did 
not  choose.  Proved  by  one  witness.  Mr.  Lovcl 
excepted  against  for  his  religion.  Propounded  no 
punishment : — to  stand  at  the  bar :  to  give  him  an 
admonition,  and  to  let  him  know  he  had  been  too 
busy  in  this  matter.  For  Mr.  Lovel,  resolved, 
That  he  had  committed  a  great  offence  against  this 
House.  1st.  They  found  he  had  not  received  the 
communion  since  Easter  twelve-months,  because 
out  of  charity.  His  mother  a  recusant,  his  brother 
a  priest,  and  his  daughter  a  nun.  It  appeared  that 
Lovel  set  these  men  at  work  ;  gave  them  six-pence 
to  drink,  and  they  were  to  give  him  six  pounds  if 
they  did  not  choose  him  or  his  friends.  Lastly, 
threatened  the  town,  that  which  was  given  by 
Lady  Maynard. — Got  an  assembly  of  inmates 
to  seal  an  indenture:  sealed  this  without  any  war- 
rant: delivered  it  without  the  sheriff  in  his  pre- 
sence. They  think  fit  he  is  to  be  committed  to 
the  Tower  during  the  pleasure  of  the  House  ;  not 
to  be  enlarged  till  he  submit ;  and  the  warrant. 

Resolved,  on  the  question :  ^<  the  bailiffs  have 
nothing  to  do  with  the  election :  none  but  bo- 
rough-holders ought  to  have  voice.** 
"  That  Mr.  Hayward  is  well  elected.*' 
Mr.  Fanshaw. — The  Doctor  has  preached  lately 
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Kneeling  at  the  bar,  Mr.  Speaker  pronounced 
this  sentence  on  him  :  That  he  shall  at  the  bar 
acknowledge  his  offence,  and  desire  pardon  ;  and, 
Sunday  sevennight,  in  the  pulpit,  at  his  own  pa- 
rish church,  acknowledge  his  offence,  and  crave 
pardon  there :  and  not  to  take  any  occasion  by  this 
to  trouble  any  of  his  neighbours  or  parishioners, 
but  to  live  in  peace  and  charity  among  them. 

Acknowledges  his  offence,  and  is  heartily  sorry 
for  it :  desires  pardon  of  the  House.  Discharged, 
doing  the  like  in  the  country,  according  to  the 
order  of  the  House. 

April  17,  1640.  Mr.  Jones  reported  from  the 
Committee  of  Privileges  two  things: — 1st.  Con- 
cerning Mr.  Bisse.  2d.  Three  returns ;  one  for 
himself,  one  for  Mr.  Hoskins,  and  one  for  Sir 
Francis  Carew  ;  S3  for  Mr.  Bisse,  12  for  one  of 
the  others,  and  1 1  for  the  other. 

Mr.  Bisse  duly  elected. 

Nov.  25,  1695.  A  petition  of  George  Evelyn, 
esq.,  complaining  of  an  undue  return  of  Maurice 
Thompson,  esq. 

Feb.  6.  Colonel  Granville  reported,  That  Mr. 
Howard  was  agreed  by  both  parties  to  be  duly 
elected.     The  poll  was — 

For  Mr.  Howard 6l 

Mr.  Thompson 99 

The  petitioner 40 

The  petitioner  insisted  the  bailiff  bad,  without 
just  cause,  declared  against  24  of  his  voters,  and  so 
Mr.  Thompson  elected:  hereupon  many  witnesses 
on  both  sides  as  to  quahfication  of  voters,  and  the     / 
committee  resolved : 
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Bletchingly  was  the  property  of  the  late  Sir 
Robert  Clayton,  who  sold  the  reversion  in  his  life- 
time to  the  late  reverend  Doctor  Kenrick,  from 
whom  it  was  inherited  by  the  present  William 
Kenrick,  esq.,  who,  we  are  informed,  has  lately 
sold  it  to  Matthew  Russell,  esq.,  the  present 
member  for  Saltash,  for  sixty  thousand  pounds. 

The  right  of  election  here  being  in  about  ninety 
burgage  tenures,  which  are  all  the  property  of  Mr. 
Russell,  he  has  the  absolute  nomination  of  both 
members. 

RYEGATE. 

Ryegate  is  a  borough,  market-town,  and  pa- 
rish, in  the  hundred  of  Ryegate,  Surrey,  13  miles 
from  Kingston,  and  SI  from  London;  containing 
407  houses  and  9,S46  inhabitants,  of  whom  S34 
were  returned  as  being  employed  in  trade.  The 
neighbourhood  abounds  with  fullers'  earth  and  me- 
dicinal springs.  Market  on  Tuesdays,  besides  a 
monthly  one  on  Wednesday ;  and  its  fairs  are 
Whit  Monday  and  14th  September. 

REPRESENTATIVE  HISTORY. 

This  borough  sent  members  to  Parliament  in 
the  23rd  of  Edward  I. 

Petitions,  &c.  April  20,  1640.  Mr.  Jones 
reported  three  returned  ;  Mr.  Thurland,  Sir  John 
Bludder,  Mr.  Rv^bert  Godwin :  Mr.  Thurland's 
election  appeared  olear  on  the  view  of  the  inden- 
tures. The  ca.i^  of  the  other  two  referred  to  the 
furtherconsideration  of  the  committee.— No  report. 
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CORPORATION 

None. 

RIGHT   OF  ELECTION 

In  the  Freeholders. 

Number  op  voters — about  900,  now  the  pro- 
perty of  two  individuals. 

Returning  officer — the  Bailiff. 
Proprietors — Earl  of  Hardwicke  and  Lord 

Somers. 

political  character. 

The  ancient  castle  and  manor  of  this  borough 
having  been  forfeited  by  Lord  Monson  during  the 
civil  wars,  was,  by  Charles  IL,  at  his  restoration, 
granted  to  his  brother  the  Duke  of  York  ;  and  at 
the  Revolution,  King  William  granted  them  to 
Lord  Somers,  upon  whose  death  they  came  to 
James  Cocks,  esq.,  who  was  then  one  of  the  re- 
presentatives of  this  town  in  Parliament;  from 
whom  they  have  descended  to  the  present  Lord 
Somers,  who  appoints  the  returning  officer  at  his 
court-leet,  and  nominates  one  of  the  members. 

Adjoining  to  the  south  side  of  the  town  is  a  great 
bouse,  which  was  formerly  a  priory  of  black  ca- 
nons, founded  by  William  Warren,  Earl  of  Surrey. 
At  the  Dissolution,  it  was  given  to  Howard,  Earl 
of  Nottingham,  and  afterwards  sold  to  Sir  John 
Parsons,  lord-mayor  of  London,  who  had  the  no- 
mination of  the  other  member,  and  represented 
this  town  in  six  successive  parliaments.  This 
house  was  not  many  years  since  in  the  possession 
of  Mr.  Parsons,  the  grandson  of  Sir  John. 
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